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        Mass Intentions 
And Liturgical Celebrations for 1/1-1/9 

 

Sat./Sun., 1/1-1/2 – The Epiphany of the Lord 

5:30 p.m. Alice Young by Anne Ransom 
9:00 a.m. Maureen Higgins by the Family 
11:00 a.m. Louise & Frank Rohm and  
 Hugo & Jeanne Endres by the Family 
 

Monday, 1/3 – The Most Holy Name of Jesus 

9:00 a.m. For the intentions of Danuta Pietrowska 
 by the Family 
 

Tuesday, 1/4 – Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 

9:00 a.m. Special Intention 
 

Wednesday, 1/5 – Saint John Neumann 

9:00 a.m. Mark Lindsey by Mom & Dad 
 

Thursday, 1/6 – Saint André Bessette 

9:00 a.m. Francis Zovistoski (4th Anniversary)  
 by the Family of Henrietta (Zovistoski) Billow 
 

Friday, 1/7 – Saint Raymond of Peñafort  

 No Mass 
 

Sat./Sun., 1/8-1/9 – The Baptism of the Lord 

5:30 p.m. For our parishioners 
9:00 a.m. Theresa DeMasi by Barb O’Neil 
11:00 a.m. J. Arthur Hogan (9th Anniversary) 
 by the Lindsey Family 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Gospel Reflection 
Encouraging a deeper understanding of scripture. 

January 2, 2022 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
 

In his Apostolic Exhortation, The Joy of the Gospel, Pope 
Francis references a thought from Pope Benedict XVI: 
“Being a Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a 
lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which 
gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction.” Today 
we celebrate an encounter with the Person of Jesus Christ! 
This simple but holy event in time dramatically changes 
human life, pointing it toward a new horizon and giving it a 
decisive direction. This is a message and truth that is not 
meant to be shared with only a select few who qualify but 
with the entire world. Pope Francis continues saying, 
“Thanks solely to this encounter or renewed encounter with 
God’s love, which blossoms into an enriching friendship, 
we are liberated from our narrowness and self-absorption. 
We become fully human when we become more than 
human, when we let God bring us beyond ourselves in order 
to attain the fullest truth of our being.” 
 
Look around at people. Where is life heading for them? 
What gives them direction? Even we who are people of 
faith can get distracted and lose our focus. God, in all of His 
fullness, is revealed in Jesus Christ and we can encounter 
Him! God is tangible, real, vulnerable, poor, and full of 
wonders, surprises, and opportunities. For those who are 
struggling and lost, today is a day of great joy. All they 
have to do is reach out and touch the truth of Christ. This 
presence is revealed in the poor, exploited, and vulnerable 
ones who cry out for compassion and love. But it is also 
found in the faithful ones who see in the Epiphany of God a 
liberation from structures and systems that hurt us, a 
narrowness of mind and heart that constricts us, and an 
absorption in our self-agenda that prevents us from seeing 
anything other than ourselves as important. 
 
We have been given the charge of preaching this Good 
News. If only we could find a way to be more effective, it 
might stand a chance of doing what God intended it to do. 
There is always tomorrow and our memory of that bright 
new light that shone so brilliantly that Bethlehem night 
pointing us to truth and reminding us that we are loved. 
                  ©LPi 

 

Sunday Summary 

Isaiah 60:1-6  God’s glory shines on Jerusalem, and God’s 
people are radiant with the vision. 

Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13  Kings of every nation 
pay tribute to the true God of Israel. 

Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6  The mystery of the generations is 
revealed for a new age of promise. 

Matthew 2:1-12  Herod is troubled at the news of a new 
king that makes other nations take notice.  
 

Readings for the week of January 2, 2022 

Sunday:    Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13   
     [cf.11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12  
Monday:    1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a/   
     Mt 4:12-17, 23-25  
Tuesday:    1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8/    
     Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday:   1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13/   
     Mk 6:45-52  
Thursday:   1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc,  
     17/Lk 4:14-22a  
Friday:    1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/ 
     Lk 5:12-16   
Saturday:   1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a   
     and 9b/Jn 3:22-30  
Next Sunday:  Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10   
     [11b]/Acts 10:34-38/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22  
©LPi  

 

“God loves us.   
May we discover the beauty of loving and being loved.” 

 

~ Pope Francis 



 

Sacred Heart St. Francis and St. John the Baptist 
 

Christmas Pageant 
 

Congratulations to all  
on a beautiful Christmas Pageant  

which included parishioners from both  
St. John’s and Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales!   

 

 

A special thanks to Jessica O’Connell  
who directed the program.   

 

If you missed it and would like to watch this wonderful 
production, enjoy the recording via this link:  

https://youtu.be/rlzI7QzLFmg  

 

 
 

“Rise Up” Confirmation Retreat 
 

The “Rise Up” Live event designed especially for the     
Diocese of Burlington is a fully-interactive Virtual Retreat 
that will provide a dynamic, inspirational event.  

All Confirmation students are 
asked to join us at St. John’s 
as a group on Saturday,    
January 8th from 11 am to     
2 pm when we will tune in to 
this virtual retreat offered by 
the Diocese with a dynamic 

group called Array of Hope. Masks and social distancing 
will be required. The Diocese requires that Confirmation 
students attend a retreat as part of their preparation for the 
sacrament.  

 

St. John’s Sodality  
will meet 

Thursday, January 13 
6:00 p.m. 

 

All ladies of the parish are invited to attend! 

(Dues remain at only $5 to join St. John’s Sodality.) 
 

 

Join us for a Zoom Adult Enrichment on 
 

Compassion: A Reflection on the Christian Life 
 

by Donald McNeill, Douglas Morrison & Henri Nouwen 
 

Dates & Times are as follows: 
(Please read following pages before each.) 

 
Jan 10, 2022 10:30 AM - 12 Noon Read pp 1-43 

Jan 24, 2022 10:30 AM - 12 Noon Read pp 47-84 

Jan 31, 2022 10:30 AM - 12 Noon Read pp 87-127 

Feb 7, 2022 10:30 AM - 12 Noon Read pp 129-137 
 

Please register through the Zoom registration link: 
https://tinyurl.com/fwk2vh44 

 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing  
information about joining the meeting. Consider attending as many 
sessions as you can. 
 

Books will be available at The Bennington Bookshop at the            
discounted price of $12.80.  If all of these are sold, additional       
participants can order them for $16. 
 

For more information, contact facilitator Wilma Ann Johnson 
at:  johnsonwa7@msn.com or 802-681-7290  

Parish Office Hours 

Reminder: Saint John’s Parish Office is now open from  
 9am to 12pm (noon), Monday ~ Friday. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer for the New Year 
 

 

Dear Lord, at the beginning of this New Year,  

I remember that you are a God of beginnings and endings.  

You created the world, with all its eternal patterns.   

Winter begins in frost, and ends in Spring's thaw.   

Spring begins in new, green life, ending in Summer's heat.   

Summer begins in sunshine, and ends in Autumn's breezes.   

And Autumn's color leads to the white of Winter again.   

As another year ends and begins in our lives,  

help us to remember that you have made a world of cycles.   

When fortune turns to trials, or hardship turns to joy,  

help me take delight in the life I've received from you.   

Remind me that I will one day pass from this world  

and enter a new life like those who've gone before me.  Amen. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FrlzI7QzLFmg%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0zNV8FXvW4_xcdag-6jaSb73Dh6qrTKxsM4AwNlD7fO5eKZgF2dpmtxWc&h=AT3_KKwVnKD5F0LFnrSSh9o_3U90AbIWPcRsbHjb7bnoPSX2SKP8Po643WMc6b_JyeCN71wkeh_3LTN7Xl_UINewmtSieby954Pz0h1Isid62o2o4l3x

