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        Mass Intentions 
And Liturgical Celebrations for 2/20-2/27 

 

Sat./Sun., 2/19-2/20 – 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:30 p.m. For our parishioners 
9:00 a.m. Harold & Florence McMahon by Linda Meskun 
11:00 a.m. Aurelia Hogan (Birthday Remembrance)    
 by the Lindsey Family 
 

Monday, 2/21 – Saint Peter Damian, Doctor of the Church 

9:00 a.m. Kenneth F Linihan by Paul and Betty Becker 
 

Tuesday, 2/22 – The Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle 

9:00 a.m. For the health of Mark Fortun  
 By Rosemary Lindsey 

Wednesday, 2/23 – Saint Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr 

9:00 a.m. Henrietta Billow by her adoring family 
 

Thursday, 2/24 – Weekday 

9:00 a.m. Special intention 

Friday, 2/25 – Weekday 

 No Mass 
 

Sat./Sun., 2/26-2/227– 8th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:30 p.m. Janet Cross Tollisen by her sisters 
9:00 a.m. For our parishioners 
11:00 a.m. Mark Lindsey by Jason, Christine, and Catherine 
 Morrissey 
6:00 p.m. Shirley Heeks by her loving family 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Gospel Reflection 
Encouraging a deeper understanding of scripture. 

  

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  

Sometimes, Jesus’ teachings don’t seem to make practical sense. 
When we hear things like love your enemies and do good to 
them, turn the other cheek when struck, give to anyone who 
asks, do to others as you would have them do to you, be 
merciful, stop judging, forgive, and give to others, we get a bit 
unsettled. After all, it’s okay for God to do all of these things, but 
does He really want us to do them, too? Many good-hearted 
Christians really draw the line with some of these  ideals and say, 
“No way!” They even remark that if someone did something 
hurtful to someone they loved, they would have no reservations 
seeking severe retribution. There is still this persistent thinking, 
even among those who consider themselves Christian, that a 
violent action deserves a violent response. Somehow, we 
continue to justify this. 

Yet, it is most clearly against the very grain of the Gospel. Part of 
our difficulty has more to do with understanding God’s love. We 
wrongly think that sinful or hurtful actions and evil people 
somehow are seen as lesser in God’s eyes. They are not. God 
loves the sinner as much as He does the saint. And, both of these 
inclinations exist in every human being, even those who consider 
themselves holy. Both the capacity for good and the disposition 
toward evil exist in every one of us. Viktor Frankl has this to say 
when reflecting on the Holocaust: “Our generation is a realistic 
generation because we have learned what a human being really 
is. When all is said and done, man is that same creature who 
invented the gas-chambers of Auschwitz; but he is also that 
being who walked upright into those chambers with the prayer 
‘Shema Yisrael’ on his lips.” 

If we believe in God, we have to act like God. Whether we like 
that idea is another issue. If we don’t then perhaps, we need to 
reconsider our faith and whether we really believe in Jesus 
Christ. We are made in the image of God, not the image of  
ourselves. The Christian must, at all costs, leave resentment and 
the need for retaliation behind, lose defensiveness and bring into 
the mind and heart the realization of who we represent in this 
world.     ©LPi 

Sunday Summary 
  

1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23  Though David has the       
perfect opportunity, he will not kill his opponent once favored by 
God. 
Psalm 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13  God’s compassion is       
boundless, well beyond what we deserve. 
1 Corinthians 15:45-49  Paul draws a distinction between the 
natural and the spiritual within all of us. 
Luke 6:27-38  Jesus breaks open “do to others as you would 
have done to you” into its practical aspects. 

Readings for the week of February 20, 2022 
 

Sunday:   1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4,   
    8, 10, 12-13 [8a]/1 Cor 15:45-49/Lk 6:27-38 
Monday:   Jas 3:13-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/Mk 9:14-29 
Tuesday:   1 Pt 5:1-4/Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6/Mt 16:13-19 
Wednesday:  Jas 4:13-17/Ps 49:2-3, 6-7, 8-10, 11/Mk 9:38-  
    40 
Thursday:   Jas 5:1-6/Ps 49:14-15ab, 15cd-16, 17-18, 19-  
    20/Mk 9:41-50 
Friday:   Jas 5:9-12/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8-9, 11-12/Mk    
    10:1-12 
Saturday:   Jas 5:13-20/Ps 141:1-2, 3 and 8/Mk 10:13-16 
Next Sunday:  Sir 27:4-7/Ps 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16 [cf. 2a]/1   
    Cor 15:54-58/Lk 6:39-45 
©LPi 

 

Youth Mass 

6:00 PM  
Sunday, February 27 

St. John The Baptist Church 

All are welcome! 

(last Sunday of each month) 

“But rather, love your enemies and do good to them, 

and lend expecting nothing back; then your reward will 

be great and you will be children of the Most High, for 

he himself is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be 

merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” - Lk 6:35-36 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Women’s Retreat 
April 2 

  

The Diocese will hold a second Women’s Retreat on Saturday, 
April 2 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. at Our Lady of Angels in Ran-
dolph.  This will be the same retreat that was held in November, 
but for those who were not able to attend, (especially those 
closer to the southern part of the state).  For more information 
or to register, please go to vermontcatholic.org/event/womens-
retreat-2022/.  The deadline to register is March 11. 

“As we walk the road of our spiritual journey, 
let us not miss the opportunity to offer a smile and a word 

of kindness to every person we encounter, 
for we are welcoming the presence of Christ among us.” 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring  
 

Thank you for everyone’s wonderful support for the  
Souperbowl of Caring.  We raised $236  for St. John’s Food Shelf. 
 

 
 

St. John’s Food Shelf 
 
If you would like to make a monetary contribution to St. 
John’s Food Shelf at any time throughout the year, please 
put your donation in an envelope labeled “Food Shelf” and 
place it in the weekly collection basket.  We thank you very 
much for your continuing generosity and support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Diocese will hold their annual Men’s Conference on Saturday, 
March 19 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. at Our Lady of Angels in 
Randolph.  The theme this year is Band of Brothers.  For more 
information or to register, please go to vermontcatholic.org/men.  
The deadline to register is March 4. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Annual Contribution Statements 
 

For those of you who requested your contribution statement for 
2021, it is ready and may be picked up at the Parish Office, 
unless you asked to have it mailed.   

If you did not submit a request but would still like a copy of 
your 2021 statement, please contact the office to arrange timing 
(802) -447-7504 or saintjohnchurch1@gmail.com 

 

Youth Group Game Night 

6:00-8:00 PM  
Sunday, March 13* 

St. John The Baptist Church 
 

Come join us for fun, food, fellow-
ship, board games, ping pong, air 

hockey and more!!  All youth grades 8-12 are welcome!  
Hope to see you there. 

* New date:  due to the Super Bowl game on February 13,  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Join Fr. Robert Murphy reflect on the life of St. Therese of 
Lisieux Tuesday, February 22 from 7:00 pm - 7:45 
pm.  Saints and Sinners is a Diocese of Burlington online 
Ministry. 

Learn more about how a particular saint has influenced 
the life of our guest speaker. There will be time for pray-
er, small group and large group discussion with our spe-
cial guests.  Join one or all! 

Please register by going to: https://
www.vermontcatholic.org/event/saints-and-sinners-
5/2022-02-22/  A link will be sent to you upon your  

registration. 

“Let us love,  
since that is what our hearts were made for.” 

 

~ St. Theres of Lisieux 
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