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        Mass Intentions 
And Liturgical Celebrations for 3/5-3/13 

 

Sat./Sun., 3/5-3/6 – First Sunday of Lent 

5:30 p.m. For our parishioners 
9:00 a.m. Maureen Higgins by the Family 
11:00 a.m. Bob Flynn by the Family 
 

Monday, 3/7 – Saints Perpetua and Felicity 

9:00 a.m. Mark Lindsey by Lee & Susan Harrington 
 

Tuesday, 3/8 – Saint John of God 

9:00 a.m. Tim Fox by Margy Boulet 
 

Wednesday, 3/9 – Saint Frances of Rome 

9:00 a.m. Gail J. Harrington by Tommaso Rendino  
 

Thursday, 3/10 – Lenten Weekday 

9:00 a.m. For the health of Dustin Mone  
 by Rosemary Lindsey 
 

Friday, 3/11 – Lenten Weekday 

 No Mass 
 

Sat./Sun., 3/12-3/13 – Second Sunday of Lent 

5:30 p.m. John Pierce (21st Anniversary) by his wife Millie 
9:00 a.m. For our parishioners 
11:00 a.m. Special Intention 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Gospel Reflection 
Encouraging a deeper understanding of scripture. 

March 6, 2022 

First Sunday of Lent 
 

One of the greatest temptations human beings face is 
leaving the truth of who they are, where they came from 
and who created them in pursuit of more personal 
satisfactions. When we consider all that desires our 
attention in a given day, there are many lures that attract us 
to illusions about ourselves. We can easily find ourselves 
distracted or tired, preoccupied with preserving our status in 
life, social relationships, current trends, and corporate 
demands, and intrigued by pursuing what we perceive to be 
the “path of least resistance.” The daily concerns of life can 
quickly take our eyes off of our truth, making the empty 
promises of worldly accomplishments and ideologies seem 
so attractive. What is at risk in giving into this temptation? 
 
We cease giving thanks to and worshipping our Creator as 
we pursue our own self-sufficiency, power, and prestige. 
We replace the true God with a “pet” one. While many do 
not totally dismiss the idea of God and pretend to remain at 
least remotely connected, they do not invest 
themselves heart, mind, and soul in the relationship either. 
That is why we are so easily swayed. If something attractive 
comes along, we lunge for it. After all, having a position 
above and over everyone else is a good thing, isn’t it? In 
more honest moments, many have to admit that they believe 
this to be true. The Evil One is very convincing. But he can 
only gain control if we allow him to. 
 
About temptation, St. Basil remarks, “As the pilot of a 
vessel is tried in the storm, as the wrestler is tried in the 
ring, the soldier in the battle and the hero in adversity, so is 
the Christian tried in temptation.” And here is found the 
reason for Lent. It is a wonderful opportunity to get a 
handle on the attractive lures of illusion that easily captivate 
us and bring us off track. It is also a time for some honest 
reflection rooted in prayer, fasting, and selfless giving that 
can bring us to temptation’s remedy: love. Love of his 
Father gave Jesus resistance. It can do the same for us.  
                ©LPi 

 

Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration 
Bennington Performing Arts Center 

March 19 from 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
  

This is a FREE event with a performance by two choirs from The 
Mount Olive Missionary Baptist Church.  Plus, the winner of the 
2022 Martin Luther King High School Poster Contest will be 
recognized.  Speakers include Grace Winslow and Dan Lucy.  A 
free-will offering will benefit Bennington County Open Arms. 

This event is organized by the Greater Bennington Peace and 
Justice Center and the Greater Bennington Interfaith Council. 

This event will be held at The Performing Arts Center/Oldcastle 
Theatre located at 331 Main Street in Bennington.  Participants 
are required to wear a mask and provide proof of vaccination. 

Readings for the week of March 6, 2022 

Sunday:    Dt 26:4-10/Ps 91:1-2, 10-11, 12-13, 14-15 
     [cf. 15b]/Rom 10:8-13/Lk 4:1-13 
Monday:    Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/Mt  
     25:31-46 
Tuesday:    Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18-19/ 
     Mt 6:7-15 
Wednesday:   Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19/Lk   
     11:29-32 
Thursday:   Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde
     -3, 7c-8/Mt 7:7-12 
Friday:    Ez 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8/ 
     Mt 5:20-26 
Saturday:   Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8/Mt 5:43- 
     48 
Next Sunday:  Gn 15:5-12, 17-18/Ps 27:1, 7-8, 8-9, 13- 
     14/Phil 3:17—4:1 or 3:20—4:1/Lk 9:28b- 
     36 



 
 

Souper Bowl of Caring  
 

Thank you for everyone’s wonderful support for the       
Souperbowl of Caring.  Update: We raised $697 for St. John’s 

Food Shelf. 

 
Cross of Compassion: Please notice our Cross of Compassion. 

Parishioners are invited to write their spiritual and 
material needs on the purple papers in the basket in 
front of the cross.  Then place your petition papers on 
a nail on the cross.  Throughout Lent we ask our parish 
family to pray for all of these special needs. 

 

 

 
The Pillars of Lent: As we begin our Lenten  
journey, reflect on how your prayers, fasting and 
almsgiving can guide you. As Pope  

Francis explains, these are “elements which, when lived sincere-
ly, can transform life and provide a sure foundation for dignity 
and fraternity.” How can practicing the Lenten pillars transform 
your life and the lives of our sisters and brothers around the 
world? Visit crsricebowl.org to learn more. 

 
Sodality Fundraiser 

The Sodality is having a baked goods fundraiser for Easter 
weekend.  Items will be baked by Diane Granger.  Order 
forms are available at the front of the church.  Payment 
should be made at the time of ordering, to be picked up at 
Easter Masses. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Save the Date Lenten Parish Mission  
March 23-25 6:30-8 pm 

“Eucharist: The Light of Christ’s 
Radiating Divine Love” 

 

Location: Sacred Heart St. Francis Church  
(in person and live streamed) 

Includes moments of Sacred Music, Adoration, Reflections, 
Confession and anointing with Saint Brother Andre Oil 

 
Wednesday, March 23  “The Eucharist, Drawing Us Nearer to 
Divine Love” with reflections by Fr. Hugh Cleary, CSC 
 
Thursday, Mach 24  “An Evening of Divine Life and Light” with 
reflections from Deacon Phil Lawson 
 
Friday, March 25 “Divine Healing for our Souls and Bodies” – A 
healing Mass and anointing  

 
 

 

The School of Sacred Heart St.  
Francis de Sales  

Wintertastic Raffle and Fundraiser 
 
 This event will be live streamed on 
March 26

th
.   Only 500 tickets will be 

sold and the deadline is March 18th.   
Some of the raffle items include $1000 cash, membership at 
the Mt. Anthony Country Club, King or Queen natural form 
bed, Car washes for a year with some extras, tax return 
courtesy of Frank Cody at Love, Cody, Inc., Photography 
session with Samantha Lauzon, gas grill from Home Depot 
and gift certificates from Pembroke Landscaping, Ocean 
State JobLots, and the list goes on!  Check out the full list at  
https://sacredheartbennington.org/support/winter-auction/  
You can join the fun through sponsorships, ticket pur-
chases, donations and prayers.  See the Sponsor form 
on the website listed above.  Tickets will be drawn ran-
domly and the prizes will be awarded in the order they are 
listed. Thanks for your support! 

 Our sincere gratitude goes to: 
Silver Sponsors:  Jason, Christine and Catherine Morrissey 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Youth Group Game Night 

6:00-8:00 PM  
Sunday, March 13* 

St. John The Baptist Church 
 

Come join us for fun, food, fellowship, board games, 
ping pong, air hockey and more!!  All youth grades 8-12 

are welcome!  Hope to see you there. 

 

 

 
 
 

Rite of Election 

Sunday, March 6 
  

The Rite of Election will be celebrated today at the  9:30 a.m. 
Mass at Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales for the following 
RCIA Candidates and Catechumens.  Throughout the season of 
Lent, they will be reflecting and preparing to receive the Sacra-
ments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil on Saturday, April 16. 
  

Allie Fredette (Catechumen) 
Jeffrey Inman (Candidate) 
Christy Miner (Candidate) 
John Monopoli (Candidate) 
Rachel Rogge (Candidate) 
Kelli Walczak (Candidate) 

 
 

Lenten  Service 
Sunday, March 20 

  

Our annual Lenten Penance Service will be held on Sun-
day, March 20 at 3:00 p.m. at Sacred Heart St. Francis de 
Sales Church. This is an opportunity to celebrate the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation — a wonderful way to prepare 
for the great feast of Easter. 

https://sacredheartbennington.org/support/winter-auction/

