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        Mass Intentions 
And Liturgical Celebrations for 3/26-4/3 
Sat./Sun., 3/26-3/27 – Lenten Weekday/Fourth  
Sunday of  Lent 

5:30 p.m. Paul Becker by Lee and Sue Harrington 
9:00 a.m. For our parishioners 
11:00 a.m. Ethan and John Andrews by Kathy and Joe 
 Thibodeau 
6:00 p.m, Charles Atland by the Murphy Family 
   

Monday, 3/28– Lenten Weekday 

9:00 a.m. Thomas and Mary Fox 
 

Tuesday, 3/29 – Lenten Weekday 

9:00 a.m. Elmer Bevis by Rose Santarcangelo 
 

Wednesday, 3/30 – Lenten Weekday 

9:00 a.m. Janusz Bielawski by Family 
 

Thursday, 3/31 – Lenten Weekday 

9:00 a.m. Stanislaw Pietrowski by Family 
 

Friday, 4/1 – Lenten Weekday 

 No Mass 

Sat./Sun., 4/2-4/3–Saint Francis of Paola/Fifth Sunday of Lent 

5:30 p.m. For our parishioners 
9:00 a.m. Theresa DeMasi by Vicky and Julie 
11:00 a.m.   Matthew Hoag by Kevin and Gayle Kees  
 and family 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

GOSPEL REFLECTION   
Encouraging a Deeper Understanding of Scripture 

 
4th Sunday of Lent 

God’s love story reveals itself in our stories, experiences, and 
aspirations. We are all prodigal sons and daughters. There are 
many times in our lives when we would “sell our souls” in order 
to pursue our passions. We pursued what we wanted without 
regard for others or God. We have sowed our oats, thrown 
ourselves into careless pleasures, spent what we know we ought 
to have saved, turned our backs on those we love and abused gifts 
we have been given. We even hit bottom and realized the silliness 
and self-destruction of it all. We needed to come home. We knew 
we erred and needed a gentle presence to show us God’s 
unconditional love. This wayward journey home changed us. 
 

As much as we need to be welcomed, we are also the one who 
needs to do the welcoming and mercy giving. Those we love need 
our guidance, but they don’t always take it. We know that what 
they are doing is off the mark, self-destructive and wrong. We 
have to let them go and let it happen, even though they might get 
hurt. As we wait and hope, they choose to make their way back to 
us. They don’t need us to judge them. They have done enough of 
that to themselves. We immediately embrace them and are just 
happy they’re home. God uses us to help heal them. Knowing 
how much we craved understanding and forgiveness ourselves, 
we can now freely give it away. God uses what he has taught us 
to teach others. 
 
We are also the entitled ones. At least we “think” we are entitled. 
After all, we work hard for what we have. We cannot get our 
heads around the idea that someone can get something that I 
really deserve!   If I do what I’m supposed to do, I ought to be 
rewarded for that, right? If I do something wrong, I ought to pay 
the consequences. This is justice, isn’t it? This is not God’s 
justice. God is all about love, mercy, compassion, and 
forgiveness. God’s justice is love freely given without merit.  We 
carry the stories of the prodigal son, the unconditional forgiving 
father, and the entitled angry brother with us. When we make 
friends with all three, humbly telling those stories to others makes 

us Christ’s ambassadors.      ©LPi 
 

 

 

From the Wintertastic Raffle committee 

 
We are so grateful for the sponsors and all who  

purchased tickets, donated prizes and supported our  
school and its mission.  Next week we will have a list  

of winners to announce!  We hope you see your name. 
 
 

Sunday Summary 
 

Joshua 5:9a, 10-12  Israel’s sojourn in the desert ends 
with the celebration of Passover, as it began. 
Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7  God hears the poor  one who 
cries out and saves the lowly from distress. 
2 Corinthians 5:17-21  The wor ld is reconciled to 
God through Christ, and a new creation is now 
possible. 
Luke 15:1-3, 11-32  Jesus tells the story of two sons 
who make very different assumptions about the world 
and their father. 

 

Readings for the week of March 27, 2022 

Sunday: Jos 5:9a, 10-12/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [9a]/2 Cor 5:17-
   21/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32  
Monday: Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 13b/Jn 
   4:43-54 
Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 5:1-16 
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18/Jn 5:17-
    30 
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23/Jn 5:31-47 
Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and 23/Jn 
   7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12/Jn 7:40-53 
Next Sunday: Is 43:16-21/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Phil 3:8-
    14/Jn 8:1-11 



 
 
 
 
Cross of Compassion: Please notice our Cross of 
Compassion. Parishioners are invited to write their spiritual and 
material needs on the purple papers in the basket in front of the 
cross.  Then place your petition papers on a nail on the cross.  
Throughout Lent we ask our parish family to pray for all of these 
special needs. 
 
 
 

 
DRIVEN BY A DREAM  
Malnutrition is widespread in Rwanda, but 

Gloriose and her husband are doing everything they can to 
keep their children healthy and set them up for success. 
From learning to grow a kitchen garden to participating in a 
micro-savings group, Gloriose and Karekezi know it takes 
many resources to help their children thrive. How have you 
helped others access what they need this Lent? Visit crs-
ricebowl.org to learn more. 

Thank you to all who 
attended the Synod 
Listening meeting on 
Sunday, March 13. . If 
you could not attend 
the meeting, the Synod 
questions can be found 
at the entrances of the 
church. You may email 

your comments to saintjohnchurch1@gmail.com or place them in 
the collection baskets in an envelope labeled Synod before April 
1. You may also complete the survey on the Diocese of Burlington 
website:https://vermontcatholic.org/about/who-we-are/
universalsynod/ 
 

                                                                                                                             

 

 

 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter  

To support married couples during this time of social  
distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter is sponsoring 
virtual marriage experiences. Some are on weekends and 
are seven sessions on weekdays from 7:00pm to 
9:30pm.  We also have some in-person experiences for 
those interested. Couples will explore their individual  
personality styles, improve listening and communication 
skills, understand God’s plan for their marriage, and learn 
how to keep their relationship a priority.  Registration is  
limited and a $100 application fee is required. For more  
information or to apply, call Peter & Sheila Oprysko at  
201-651-9367 or visit them at https://wwmevtw.org/. 
Commit to strengthening your marriage this Lent. Sign up 
today to attend one of the upcoming Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Experiences. 

 
 
 

 

 
 

The Chrism Mass will be held Tuesday, April 12, at 11:00 am  

at the Cathedral of Saint Joseph in Burlington.  At this special 
Mass celebrated by Bishop Coyne, the Oil of Chrism is  
consecrated, the Oils of Catechumens and the Sick are blessed, 
and the priests within the Diocese of Burlington recommit  
themselves to the Priesthood of Jesus Christ. Parking for free is 
available along Elmwood Avenue and at the former Cathedral, 
and pay lots/garages are near the Cathedral (first two hours are 
free in city-owned parking garages). All are invited to join in  
celebrating this special Mass. A reception will follow in the  
parish hall. 
 
 

 

 
 

“God loves us.   
May we discover the beauty of loving and being loved.” 

 

~ Pope Francis 

 

Family Stations of the Cross 

Calling all Families 
  

Looking for a way to get the kids in-
volved in Lent? 

  

How about participating in Family Sta-
tions of the Cross?   Friday, April 8 at 5:30 p.m. at Sacred 
Heart St Francis de Sales.  If interested, please contact Mary 
Drew at the Parish Center 802-442-3141 by April 3. 

 

The Bunny is Back! 
  

Thank you to the Village Chocolate 
Shoppe for generously donating the 3 foot 
chocolate bunny to the Youth Group of 
our parishes again this year.  We are so 
happy to be able to have this raffle to sup-
port our youth programs! 
  

Tickets are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00 and 
will be available at both parish offices and 

sold after the Masses the weekend of April 3.  The Bunny Raf-
fle will be drawn on April 10 in time for Easter! 
 
 
 
 
 

Sodality Fundraiser 
Please help support the St. John the Baptist Sodality  
Easter Fundraiser.  The ladies of the Sodality are hosting 
a Bake Sale.  Order forms can be found at the entrance to 
the church and are available on the Parish website and 
Facebook page.  For more information please see any 
member of the sodality or contact Diane Granger at 518-
366-8642.  Orders and payment are due by TODAY, 
March 27th.  We thank you for your support! 
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