
 

EUCHARISTIC LITURGY SCHEDULE 

 
Saturday  
Vigil - 5:30 pm 
9:00 am - First Saturday of every month 
 
Sunday 
10:00 am 
 
Tuesday and Thursday 
9:00 am 
 
Holy Day Mass (refer to schedule on inside cover) 
 
Eucharistic Adoration 
Wednesdays 4:00 - 5:00 pm 
 
Gluten-free hosts are available upon request.  Visitors or 
parishioners need to notify the Pastor or Deacon prior to the 
particular Mass they are attending. 

 
RECONCILATION 
First Saturday of the month from 9:30 - 10:30 am and 
by appointment. 

 
 
 
 

Rev. Kevin Russeau, C.S.C. - Pastor 
Rev. Hugh Cleary, C.S.C. - Parochial Vicar 

 
The Congregation of Holy Cross Priests and Brothers 

have offered continuous service for over 60 years to the 
Diocese of Burlington and the Bennington area. 

 
 

OFFICE HOURS:  Monday, Tuesday and Friday 9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

 

DECEMBER 25, 2022 



        Mass Intentions 
And Liturgical Celebrations for 12/24-1/1 at 

St. John the Baptist and  
Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales 

 
Sat./Sun., 12/24-12/25 – Late Advent Weekday/The  
Nativity of the Lord - Christmas 
5:30 pm -  Bernie Galipeau by Charlene and Gary Martin 
10:00 am -  Darlene Galipeau by Charlene and Gary Martin 
 Mark Lindsey by Jerry and the late Jane Tudor 
 

Mon., 12/26– Saint Stephen, The First Martyr 
(Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales Church) 
9:00 am –  Stanley Dranginis - his daughter  
 

Tuesday, 12/27–  Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist 
9:00 am -  Jane Tudor by Melinda, Ashley and Molly 
 

Wed. 12/28 – The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
(Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales Church) 
9:00 am – Bea Alderman - Family  
 

Thurs. 12/29 – Fifth Day within the Octave of the  
Nativity of the Lord  
9:00 am -  Ryan Denault by Terry Saunders-Boucher 

 

Fri. 12/30 –The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
(Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales Church) 

9:00 am -  Mary Ann Bautz - Gary & Kathy Zack  
 

Sat./Sun., 12/31-1/1 – Seventh Day within the Octave of  
the Nativity of the Lord/ Solemnity of Mary, The Holy 
Mother of God, the Octave Day of the Nativity of the  
Lord 
5:30 pm -  Maureen Higgins (10th Anniv) by the family 
10:00 am - Alex Mahar by Benn. High Class of 1958 

From The Pastor’s Desk  
 

On behalf of Fr. Hugh and our Parish Staffs, I want to wish you 
all a Merry Christmas! 
 

It seems like we have been preparing ourselves for this 
celebration for a long time. Officially, the Church uses the four 
weeks of Advent to prepare. In my family, Thanksgiving dinner 
was the official start of Christmas music in our household. On my 
radio station this year, the Christmas music started on Halloween! 
 

This long preparation might be good for us – after all, can any of 
us truly comprehend the Father’s love for us in sharing His Son? 
Despite humanity’s disobedience of God’s will – despite our sin, 
the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity was born to Mary and 
Joseph in the town of Bethlehem. I wonder, is “despite” the right 
word for our reflection? Could a better word be “because”?  
“Because” of our sin God sent His Son! Like a doctor who 
operates “because” of illness, God redeems us because we are 
broken. What a mystery! What a loving Father!      
 

As we celebrate Christmas this year, let us be reminded that God 
sent Jesus for all of humanity: he came for sinners – and we are 
all sinners. Whether you find yourself close to or distant from the 
Church, Jesus was born for you! Whether your faith is strong or 
riddled with doubts, Jesus was born for you! If you are stuck in 
cycles of sin, Jesus was born for you! Our challenge this 
Christmas season is to respond to Jesus’ birth and grow closer to 
Him. If I can be of assistance to you on your journey, please 
reach out to me. Merry Christmas! 
 

God Bless, 
Fr. Kevin 

Sunday Summary 
VIGIL Isaiah 62:1-5/NIGHT Isaiah 9:1-6/DAWN Isaiah 
62:11-12/DAY Isaiah 52:7-10  A word breaks into the world: 
light, hope, good news, and new possibility. 
Psalm 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29/Psalm 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13/
Psalm 97:1, 6, 11-12/Psalm 98:1-6 It’s time to talk of always 
and everywhere, because the world is changed for good. 
Acts of the Apostles 13:16-17, 22-25/Titus 2:11-14/Titus 3:4-
7/Hebrews 1:1-6  The grace of God has come to us: Jesus 
Christ, the source of all mercy. 
Matthew 1:1-25/Luke 2:1-14/Luke 2:15-20/John 1:1-
18  Through history and humanity, the saving power of God 
makes its journey to us. 

Readings for the week of December 25, 2022 

Sunday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 (2a)/Acts 
13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/
Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3])/
Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 
Monday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc 
and 17/Mt 10:17-22  
Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12/Jn 20:1a, 2-8  
Wednesday 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8/Mt 2:13-18  
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6/Lk 2:22-35  
Friday:  Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Ps 
128:1-2, 3, 4-5/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23   
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13/Jn 1:1-18  
Next Sunday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 (2a)/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 
2:16-21 

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
The true meaning of Christmas is not found in the twinkling 
lights, the beautifully adorned trees, or the exchanged gifts. It 
is revealed when we find God along the way of our lives, espe-
cially when we feel displaced, desperate, and alone. Fleeing 
from their home, Joseph and Mary cautiously made their way 
through the uncertain, complex, and dark paths to a longed-for 
place of safety and welcome. Not sure where to lay their heads, 
they created makeshift preparations for the birth of their child, 
the Son of God. God, who always was, is, and will be, without 
beginning or end is the one constant in life who sees us through 
difficult and scary times. Jesus is the light, which enlightens 
everyone, and comes into the world to show us the truth. It is 
joyful good news that calms our fears and allows us to go forth 
into the nighttime of our lives, courageously. This is the   
meaning of Christmas. We are never lost or alone. God is with 

us, loving us and leading us where we need to be.   ©LPi 



 
 
 
Sunday, 12/25 - MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
Monday-Friday 12/26-12/30 - Parish Office closed  
Wednesday, 12/28 from 4-5 pm - Eucharistic Adoration  

GOSPEL REFLECTION  
 

December 25, 2022 
The Nativity of the Lord 
 

As we age, time seems to pass more quickly. Years seemingly 
fly by as one holiday flows into the next, January quickly    
becomes December and life maintains its hectic pace. What do 
we accomplish in all of that busyness? Perhaps technology is 
responsible for some of the frenzy, keeping us isolated in our 
social media worlds, communicating through texts rather than 
in person, and always connected to world events. We’re over 
stimulated in many ways by information, noise, opinions, and 
ideologies. Yet, we still find the time to decorate our homes, 
purchase gifts, and plan Christmas gatherings. We know,    
however, that the true meaning of Christmas is not found in 
twinkling lights, beautifully adorned trees, perfectly set tables 
or exchanged gifts. We are being called to something deeper 
and more authentic.  

 

Christmas reminds us to look for God along the way of our 
lives and not get distracted by the illusions around us. Our 
world’s complexity can leave us feeling displaced, desperate, 
alone, neglected, and unimportant. Joseph and Mary felt that 
way too. In the midst of all that captures and intrigues us in our 
self-created virtual worlds, is this longing for the anchor of faith 
to keep us grounded and make sense of it all. Only faith can 
give us the perspective to see what truly matters in life. We 
discover our divinely blessed humanity. The uncertain and  
challenging journey to Bethlehem gives way to the tender mo-
ments of birth and its embrace. Christmas softens us and slows 
us down a bit. It shows us Jesus as the light who enlightens 
everyone. It shows us the truth.  
 

The faith that comes from Christmas calms our fears and allows 
us to go into the nighttime of our lives courageously. We are 
never lost or alone. We need to stop and savor more of life’s 
moments before they slip away in time. God is with us, loving 
us, and leading us where we need to be. God is born again and 
again in every soul willing to give birth to His presence. God 
connects us and provides us with a place where we feel safe and 

welcome: home.  Merry Christmas!    ©LPi 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING ST. JOHN 
THE BAPTIST PARISH 

 
NOVEMBER 2022 MONTHLY OFFERTORY 

 

 Offertory / Mail Collections ………... $ 10,589.03 
 Online Offertory …………………… $   1,890.00  
 
 Total: ………………………………. $12,479.03   
 
 Needed Each Month ………………. $13,417.00 
 Monthly Behind           …………...    - $937.97 
  
 Fiscal Year to Date ………………. $63,289.11 
  Fiscal YTD Behind            ……….  -$3,795.89 
 

 Fiscal Year is July-June 
Please remember St. John the Baptist in your will and estate planning 

Reminder of regular mass schedule   
Sacred Heart Saint Francis de Sales masses on Saturday  
4:00 pm and Sunday 8:00 am, and Saint John the Baptist  
Saturday 5:30pm and Sunday 10:00 am.  Weekday 
Mass schedule will be 9:00 am for both parishes.  

Faith Formation Dates for 2022-23 
Sacred Heart St. Francis and  
St. John the Baptist Churches 

Please keep our children and catechists in your prayers! 

 
SUNDAY classes CGS Level I (3-6 year olds), CGS Level II 
(grades 1-3) & Grades 4 & 5:  Classes beginning December 4 
will change to: 9 am - 10:30 am while the Mass schedule at 
SHSF changes to 8 am. 
 

MONDAY classes for CGS Level II only: Classes remain 
4:30 - 6 pm 
No Classes:  December  25, 26- Christmas 

January 1,2 - New Year’s Day 
January 15,16 - Martin Luther King Weekend 

 

Please contact Kathy Murphy if you have any questions or  
concerns:  1kathy.murphy@gmail.com or 802-379-5037  
(call or text) 

Pope Francis’  
Ten New Year’s Resolutions for You 

 
If you need some help with your New 
Year’s Resolutions, here are some ideas 
from the Holy Father himself. 
 

1) “Take care of your spiritual life, your relationship with 
 God, because this is the backbone of everything we do and 
 everything we are.” 
 

2) “Take care of your family life, giving your children and 
 loved ones not just money, but most of all your time,   
 attention and love.” 
 

3) “Take care of your relationships with others, transforming 
 your faith into life and your words into good works,     
 especially on behalf of the needy.” 
 

4) “Be careful how you speak, purify your tongue of        
 offensive words, vulgarity and worldly decadence.” 
 

5) “Heal wounds of the heart with the oil of forgiveness,   
 forgiving those who have hurt us and medicating the 
 wounds we have caused others.” 
 

6) "Look after your work, doing it with enthusiasm, humility, 
 competence, passion and with a spirit that knows how to 
 thank the Lord.” 
 

7) “Be careful of envy, lust, hatred and negative feelings that 
 devour our interior peace and transform us into destroyed 
 and destructive people.” 
 

8) “Watch out for anger that can lead to vengeance; for     
 laziness that leads to existential euthanasia; for pointing 
 the finger at others, which leads to pride; and for          
 complaining  continually, which leads to desperation.”  
 

9) “Take care of brothers and sisters who are weaker, the 
 elderly, the sick, the hungry, the homeless and strangers,   
 because we will be judged on this.” 
 

10)  “Making sure your Christmas is about Jesus and not about 
  shopping.” 

mailto:1kathy.murphy@gmail.com

