
 

EUCHARISTIC LITURGY SCHEDULE 

 
Saturday  
Vigil - 5:30 pm 
9:00 am - First Saturday of every month 
 
Sunday 
10:00 am 
 
Tuesday and Thursday 
9:00 am 
 
Holy Day Mass (refer to schedule on inside cover) 
 
Eucharistic Adoration 
Wednesdays 4:00 - 5:00 pm 
 
Gluten-free hosts are available upon request.  Visitors or 
parishioners need to notify the Pastor or Deacon prior to the 
particular Mass they are attending. 

 
RECONCILATION 
First Saturday of the month from 9:30 - 10:30 am and 
by appointment. 

 
 
 
 

Rev. Kevin Russeau, C.S.C. - Pastor 
Rev. Hugh Cleary, C.S.C. - Parochial Vicar 

 
The Congregation of Holy Cross Priests and Brothers 

have offered continuous service for over 60 years to the 
Diocese of Burlington and the Bennington area. 

 
 

OFFICE HOURS:  Monday, Tuesday and Friday 9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

 

DECEMBER 17, 2023 



        Mass Intentions 
And Liturgical Celebrations for 12/16-12/25 at 

St. John the Baptist and  
Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales 

 

Sat./Sun.,  12/16-12/17 - Advent Weekday/Third Sunday 
of Advent 
5:30 pm- John Galvin & Michael McGuire by Joanie James 
               Mert Snow by Bob and Debby Carey 
10:00 am- Jim Stewart (15th) by his wife Sharon & family 
                 James McMahon by Linda Meskun 
 

Mon., 12/18 – Late Advent Weekday 
(Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales Church) 
9:00 am -  Bea Alderman by The Family  
 

Tues., 12/19 – Late Advent Weekday 
9:00 am - Ron Higgins by Linda Meskun 
Ann Jampel (for continued health) by Karen & Rosemary 
 

Wed. 12/20 - Late Advent Weekday 
(Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales Church) 
9:00 am- Alison Simmonds by Mark & Lisa Shea & Family  
 

Thurs. 12/21 – Late Advent Weekday 
9:00 am - Michael McGuire by Ann Scarey-White 
                Merton Snow by Ann Scarey-White 
 

Fri. 12/22– Late Advent Weekday 
(Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales Church) 
9:00 am - James Feeney (4th) by his wife Beverly  
 

Sat./Sun., 12/23-12/24 - Late Advent Weekday/Fourth  
Sunday of Advent 
5:30 pm- Danny Marinelli by a friend 
                Louise & Frank Rohm and Jeanne & Hugo Endres  
 by Fran and Jack Endres 
10:00 am-Eileen Flynn by St. John’s Catechists 
                 Bernie Galipeau by Charlene and Gary Martin 
 

   Sun./Mon., 12/24/12/25 - The Nativity of the Lord  
   4:00 pm - Vigil Mass - For Our Parishioners 
   10:00 am - For Our Parishioners 

From the Pastor’s Desk   
 
On this Gaudete Sunday (Gaudete translates to rejoice) we light 
the “rose-colored” candle on our advent wreaths and we 
“rejoice.” The rejoicing is not limited to this week of Advent, 
rather we are joyful throughout the season. We are joyful and 
rejoice in God’s goodness to us. God chose us to follow Him, He 
sent us the prophets, gave us the law, and sent His Son to teach us 
and save us from our sins. We have reason to rejoice! And as we 
do so, we also long for the fulfillment of God’s promise: for 
Jesus’ return and God’s kingdom to reign. As we rejoice, we also 
wait. 
  
Several parishioners have asked me about the prayer that we are 
using at the end of the prayers of the faithful. Since Bishop 
Coyne has been named and welcomed as the coadjutor bishop of 
Hartford, the Diocese of Burlington is currently without a bishop. 
The prayer that Fr. Hugh and I read at the end of the Prayers of 
the Faithful asks God to bless us with our next bishop. Should 
you want to pray this at home the prayer reads: 
  
Almighty God, Eternal shepherd and guide, in your love for 
us, grant to the Diocese of Burlington a shepherd who will 
lead us to be Christ’s heart of mercy, voice of hope, and 
hands of justice. Help him to fill our minds and hearts with 
the truth of the Gospel, the power of the sacraments, and the 
desire to build up your holy Church. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
  
The process for selecting a bishop normally begins at the 
diocesan level and works its way through a series of consultations 
until it reaches Rome. It is a process bound by strict 
confidentiality and involves many people – the most influential 
being the apostolic nuncio, the Congregation for Bishops, and the 
pope. It can be a time-consuming process, often taking eight 
months or more to complete. 
  
Just as we rejoice and long for blessings during Advent, so we 
wait and pray for our next bishop. Many priests have added acts 
of penance and prayers for our next bishop. We invite you to join 
us.   
  
God bless, 
Fr. Kevin 

Sunday Summary 
 

Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11  The one anointed with the spirit of God 
brings good news to the poor. 
Luke 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54  We “magnify” the Lord for the 
great things done for us. 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  Paul offers short, memorable 
imperatives for remaining “perfect in holiness.” 
John 1:6-8, 19-28  John the Baptist brings testimony to the 
light so that all might believe. 

Readings for the Week of December 17, 2023 
 

Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54 (Is 61:10b)/ 
 1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28    
Monday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 1:18-25 
Tuesday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/Lk 1:5-25  
Wednesday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38 
Thursday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21/
      Lk 1:39-45  
Friday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/Lk 1:46-56 
Saturday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14/Lk 1:57
      -66  
Next Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 
           (2a)/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38 

 

 

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
 

God sends a John the Baptist into every person’s life — someone 
who prepares His way, who calls out His truth. Look for the John 
the Baptist in your life. Pray you can be this person for someone 
else.    
©LPi 



 
 
 
Sunday, 12/17 from 12-2 pm - Choir rehearsal 
Sunday, 12/17 at 4:00 pm - Children’s Christmas Pageant 
 at SHSF 
Wednesday, 12/20 from 10-11:30 am - Choir rehearsal  
Wednesday, 12/20 from 4-5 pm - Eucharistic Adoration  

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING ST. JOHN 
THE BAPTIST PARISH 

  

OCTOBER 2023 MONTHLY OFFERTORY 
 

Offertory / Mail Collections      …………. $ 16,048.52 
Online Offertory       ……………………. $   1,445.00 
Total: .……………………………...…… $ 17,493.52 

 
Needed Each Month ………………...…. $ 14,200.00 
Monthly Ahead     ……..………….......... $+ 3,293.52 

 

Fiscal Year to Date ………………...…. $ 57,216.29 
Fiscal YTD Ahead …………………… $ +1,770.01 

 
 Fiscal Year is July-June 

Please remember St. John the Baptist in your will and estate planning  Children’s Christmas Pageant 2023 
Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales & St. John’s Churches   

  

We hope you can join us for the fun Christmas tradition! The 
Christmas Pageant is open to everyone ages 6 and up.  There 
will be speaker roles for our older participants.    
 

PERFORMANCE DATE:  SUNDAY,  
December 17th at 4:00 PM  

  

Contact:  J essica O’Connell with any questions:  
jessicaoconnell86@gmail.com    

 
 
 
 
 
 
Class schedule for Pre K- 5th grade at SHSF Parish Center   
Sundays 9:00 -10:30 am:   December  17, January 7, 21, 28 
February 4, 11, 25 
 

Mondays 4:30 - 6 pm at SHSF Parish Center (CGS Level II 
only): Dec. 18, January 8, 22, 29 and February 5, 12, 26 
 

Confirmation class schedule at St. John's 4:30 - 6 :00 pm.  
Sponsors and parents are encouraged to attend 
December 17, January 7, 21 , February 10-11 Souper Bowl 
Sunday Collection after Mass Both Churches, Feb. 25 
 

You may register on-line:  https://sacredheartsaintfrancis.org/
registration-forms.  Please reach out to Kathy Murphy
(1kathy.murphy@gmail.com) or Mary Drew 
(maryedrew1@gmail.com) with any questions or call 802-442-
3141. 

The Youth Group gathered to 

assemble care packages for the re-

cent high school graduates.  Send-
ing care packages to let our recent 

graduates know of our continued 
prayers is a long time tradition for 
the St. John's and Sacred Heart St. 

Francis Youth Group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pilgrimage to France 
 
Monsignor Peter Routhier, Rector of the Cathedral of St. Jo-
seph, will be leading a pilgrimage to France in April of 2024. 
There are still spots available if you would like to join this pil-
grimage.  Please see: Unitours | Catholic     Pilgrimages to 
France for more information or email    Susan Wing 
at susan@vermontcatholic.org. 

 
 
 

Sign up for flocknotes to receive important updates 
and information: 

 

1)  Go to: https://vermontcatholic.flocknote.com/ click 
"Sign Me Up" and be guided through the quick-and-
simple signup process.  
2) Or text  keyword VERMONTCATHOLIC to 84576 to  
automatically sign up for our Flocknote.  

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

St. John the Baptist - Sunday. Dec. 24 at 
4:00 pm and 

Monday, Dec. 25 at 10 am 
 

SHSF - Sunday. Dec. 24 at 4 pm and  
midnight (prelude at 11:30 pm), and 

Monday. Dec. 25 at 8 am 

Prayer for the 3rd Sunday of Advent 
 

Dear Lord, give us boldness as we move  
through the motions of the holiday season,  

to reflect and remind those around us  
of Your deep and abiding love for them.  

Allow them to encounter Your love, through us.  
Amen. 

THANK YOU for  your  contr ibutions to the 2023 Bishop’s 
Appeal. Your gift supports a variety of ministries and services 
impacting all of our parishes, including Catholic faith           
formation, education, vocations, emergency aid, and so much 
more.  Please visit bishopsappealvt.org for more information or 
to make a gift. 
  

As of 11-22-23 our parish has raised $22,497 toward our goal 
of $29,448.  This is 76% of our parish goal. 
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