
St. Vincent’s December Steeple Cross Memorial 

In Memory of Kristine Talty Miller 

by Mom and Dad 

December 15, 2019 

3rd Sunday in Advent 
(Year A)  

This Week’s Prayer Intentions 

For all who are sick, for the homebound of our parishes 

and for those who have asked for our prayers, especially 

Bonnie Day, Casey Bonneau, Michelle Warman, Edward 

Quintal, Roger Decheneaux, Noella Berthiaume, Denise 

(Laramee) King, Lise Coulombe and Conrad Coulombe. 

“Lord, look upon all the above with Mercy. May Your Healing 

Hand rest upon them. May Your life-giving powers flow to the 

depths of their souls, cleansing, purifying, restoring them to 

health of mind and body”.   

For our recently deceased family, friends and community 

members especially Robert J. McDermott, Sebastiayi, and 

Samuel Bartlett. 

“Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them. May the souls of the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace.” 

Submit bulletin intention/announcements to: 

st.andrebulletin@gmail.com  

Papal General Intention (December) 

 Universal: The Future of the Very Young 

That every country determine to take the necessary 

measures to make the future of the very young, especially 

those who suffer, a priority. 

 

Greetings and Offerings 
December 21 - December 22, 2019 

4th Sunday in Advent 
Greeters 

5:00 pm Anne Cota 

8:00 am Volunteers from the Community 

9:30 am Raul & Kathy Fernandes 

Offertory 

5:00 pm Parish Volunteers 

8:00 am Parish Volunteers 

9:30 am Choquette Family 

This Week’s Parish Events/Youth Programs Calendar 

12/15 Sun 7:30 am Rosary – SV 

  9 – 10:30 am Encoutering Jesus Groups –  

   SHJ Hall 

12/17 Tue 9:00 am Rosary – SHJ 

12/22 Sun 7:30 am Rosary – SV 

Noteworthy Days 2nd Week in Advent 

December is dedicated to the Immaculate Conception 

12/15 Gaudete Sunday (rose vestments) 

 

Prayer for the Month: Prayer for the Dying/Elderly 

Though I should walk in the valley of the shadow of death, 

no evil would I fear, for you are with me. (Ps 23:4) 

 

St. Andrew’s Novena 

(A pious tradition to say 15 times a day through Christmas) 

Hail and blessed be the hour and moment in which the Son 

of God was born of the most pure Virgin Mary, at midnight, 

in Bethlehem, in piercing cold. In that hour, vouchsafe, O my 

God! To hear my prayer and grant my desires, through the 

merits of Our Savior Jesus Christ, and of His Blessed Mother. 

Amen. 

 

Advent Week 3 Candle Lighting Prayer 

Let us pray. 

We humbly beg Thee, O Lord, to listen to our prayers; and 

by the grace of Thy coming bring light in to our darkened 

minds. Who livest and reignest forever. Amen 

 

Office Hours - The office will be closed 12/19 

  

2019 Christmas Mass Schedule 

Tuesday, December 24th  4:30 pm SHJ 

Tuesday, December 24th   7:00 pm SI 

Wednesday, December 25th 9:30 am SV 

Wednesday, January 1st  9:30 am SHJ

Eucharistic Celebrations 
December 14 – December 22, 2019 

12/14 Sat 5:00 pm (Sacred Heart) 

Deceased Members of Austin & MacKenzie Family by Emily 

12/15 Sun 8:00 am (St. Vincent)  

for the Diocese of Palayamkottai 

12/15 Sun 9:30 am (St. Ignatius)  

Pro Populo 

12/17 Tue 8:30 am (Sacred Heart) 

Open for Intention 

12/18 Wed 8:30 am (Sacred Heart) 

Open for Intention 

12/19 Thu *No Mass* (St. Vincent) 

No Mass 

12/20 Fri 8:30 am (Sacred Heart) 

Open for Intention 

12/21 Sat 5:00 pm (Sacred Heart)  

Open for Intention 

12/22 Sun  8:00 am (St. Vincent) 

Pro Populo 

12/22 Sun  9:30 am (St. Ignatius) 

† Pauline Choquette by her Sons & Families 

mailto:st.andrebulletin@gmail.com


Catholic Tidbits 

“The symbolism of the Advent wreath is beautiful. The 

wreath is made of various evergreens, signifying 

continuous life. Even these evergreens have a traditional 

meaning which can be adapted to our faith: The laurel 

signifies victory over persecution and suffering; pine, 

holly, and yew, immortality; and cedar, strength and 

healing. Holly also has a special Christian symbolism: 

The prickly leaves remind us of the crown of thorns, and 

one English legend tells of how the cross was made of 

holly. The circle of the wreath, which has no beginning or 

end, symbolizes the eternity of God, the immortality of 

the soul, and the everlasting life found in Christ. Any 

pine cones, nuts, or seedpods used to decorate the wreath 

also symbolize life and resurrection. All together, the 

wreath of evergreens depicts the immortality of our soul 

and the new, everlasting life promised to us through 

Christ, the eternal Word of the Father, who entered our 

world becoming true man and who was victorious over 

sin and death through His own passion, death, and 

resurrection. 

 

The four candles represent the four weeks of Advent. A 

tradition is that each week represents one thousand years, 

to sum to the 4,000 years from Adam and Eve until the 

Birth of the Savior. Three candles are purple and one is 

rose. The purple candles in particular symbolize the 

prayer, penance, and preparatory sacrifices and goods 

works undertaken at this time. The rose candle is lit on 

the third Sunday, Gaudete Sunday, when the priest also 

wears rose vestments at Mass; Gaudete Sunday is the 

Sunday of rejoicing, because the faithful have arrived at 

the midpoint of Advent, when their preparation is now 

half over and they are close to Christmas. The progressive 

lighting of the candles symbolizes the expectation and 

hope surrounding our Lord’s first coming into the world 

and the anticipation of His second coming to judge the 

living and the dead. 

 

The light again signifies Christ, the Light of the world. 

Some modern day adaptions include a white candle 

placed in the middle of the wreath, which represents 

Christ and is lit on Christmas Eve. Another tradition is to 

replace the three purple and one rose candles with four 

white candles, which will be lit throughout Christmas 

season.” 

https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/culture/catholic-

contributions/the-history-of-the-advent-wreath.html  

 

“… the Advent wreath is a devotion of popular piety, not 

an official liturgy of the Church. The Advent wreath is 

not even a sacramental unless it is blessed by a priest. … 

The Church encourages this popular devotion and 

includes it in the Directory of Popular Piety: 

 

    The Advent Wreath 

    98. Placing four candles on green fronds has become a 

symbol of Advent in many Christian homes, especially in 

the Germanic countries and in North America. 

 

    The Advent wreath, with the progressive lighting of its 

four candles, Sunday after Sunday, until the Solemnity of 

Christmas, is a recollection of the various stages of 

salvation history prior to Christ’s coming and a symbol of 

the prophetic light gradually illuminating the long night 

prior to the rising of the Sun of justice (cf. Ml 3,20; Lk 

1,78). 

 

And there is also an official blessing of the Church from 

the Book of Blessings or current Roman Ritual …” 

https://www.catholicculture.org/commentary/taking-

stock-advent-wreath-and-

candles/?repos=6&subrepos=0&searchid=1977092  

 

Parish Stewardship Reports 

Weekends of 12/7 – 12/8/2019 

St. Andre Bessette Parish 

Offertory $ 1,495 

$Budget/Week  $ 1,771  

Difference +/- $ (276) 

Retirement Fund $ 338 

 

Christmas Home Alone Dinner  

Wednesday, December 25th, 11:30 am - St Vincent Hall 

Deliveries in North Troy, Troy, Jay, Westfield & Lowell 

are available. Donations are gladly accepted. Checks can 

be made out to “Christmas Home Alone” and sent to: 

Christmas Home Alone C/O Becky Therrien, 71 Church 

St., Newport Center, VT  05857  

For more information or meal delivery contact Becky Therrien 

at 673-5924 or by email at therrien_rebecca@hotmail.com  

 

Knights of Columbus News 

 The Knights would like to thank all who joined us for 

the Harvest Dinner at the Sacred Heart Hall last Sunday. 

We appreciate you.   

 Our gratitude goes also to Janet Lussier and her band 

for sharing their talent with us, they were terrific.  

Know that your support helps the charitable work of our 

Council.  

 In Christ, Dan McAvinney - Grand Knight 

 

News from India 

The consecration of the new Bishop Msgr. Antonysamy is 

on 12/15/2019. He will be the third bishop of the 

Palayamkottai diocese (Fr. Paul’s diocese) in India. One 

of Palayamkottai’s diocesan seminarians, Christu Raj, is 

going to be ordained a Deacon in Belgium on the same 

day. Please pray for them. 

https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/culture/catholic-contributions/the-history-of-the-advent-wreath.html
https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/culture/catholic-contributions/the-history-of-the-advent-wreath.html
https://www.catholicculture.org/commentary/taking-stock-advent-wreath-and-candles/?repos=6&subrepos=0&searchid=1977092
https://www.catholicculture.org/commentary/taking-stock-advent-wreath-and-candles/?repos=6&subrepos=0&searchid=1977092
https://www.catholicculture.org/commentary/taking-stock-advent-wreath-and-candles/?repos=6&subrepos=0&searchid=1977092
mailto:therrien_rebecca@hotmail.com


December 14–20, 2019 FOR THE DIOCESE OF BURLINGTON

 
VERMONTCATHOLIC.ORG/VTC

Ask your pastor where to find free copies of the latest issue  
of Vermont Catholic Magazine in your parish.

To see more events or to submit your event to the diocesan calendar:  
vermontcatholic.org/events

facebook.com/dioburlington
twitter.com/dioburlington

instagram.com/dioburlington

FOLLOW US

Recently, a parishioner reached out to me for information 
about how to make an end-of-the-year qualified 
charitable distribution (QCD) to the Vermont Catholic 

Community Foundation from his IRA. This parishioner did 
not need the income for living expenses and wanted to make a 
meaningful donation that was also tax deductible. He suggested 
that I share this information with the Catholic community, 
especially those in a similar situation who have reached the 
golden age of 70 ½.

Once you reach the age of 70 ½, the federal government 
requires individuals to withdraw from their traditional IRA or 
employer-sponsored retirement plans. These required minimum 

distributions, often referred to as RMDs, are calculated by 
dividing your traditional IRA or retirement plan account 
balance, as of the prior year end, by a life expectancy factor 
specified in IRS tables based on your current age.

These withdraws are taxable income unless the distribution 
is made directly to a QCD. The Pension Protection Act of 2006 
first allowed tax-free charitable donations directly from IRAs 
to a qualified charitable organization up to $100,000, and the 
Protect Americans from Tax Hikes (PATH) Act of 2015 made 
these tax-free charitable donations permanent.

Without this special rule, taking a distribution from 
your IRA and donating the proceeds to a charity can be 
cumbersome and sometimes more expensive. The process 
would involve requesting the distribution from the IRA, 
making the contribution to the charity and then itemizing 
this tax deduction when you pay your taxes, if you eligible for 
the deduction under the Internal Revenue Code Section 170. 
You can avoid all this by making a QCD tax-free donation 
directly from the IRA to the charity; then the distribution is 
not counted as gross income.

In addition, QCDs always deliver a tax benefit while 
“regular” charitable donations might not. Changes to recent 
tax laws almost doubled the standard deduction amounts 
for 2018-2025, which means you only get a tax benefit from 
a charitable donation if your total itemizable deductions 
exceed your standard deduction. This means higher standard 
deductions make it that much harder to claim itemized 
charitable write-offs.

If you are interested in learning more about how to make a 
QCD to the Vermont Catholic Community Foundation or to a 
specific fund within the foundation, please contact Ellen Kane 
at ekane@vermontcatholic.org or 802-846-5837. To learn more 
about VCCF visit vtcatholicfoundation.org.

— Ellen Kane, executive director of  
Vermont Catholic Community Foundation

Making Qualified 
Charitable Donations

Founded in December 2015, Vermont Catholic Community Foundation is a separate 501(c)3 from the Roman Catholic Diocese of Burlington with the mission to support and serve apostolic activities 
of the Church and make grants to nonprofit organizations in the statewide Diocese of Burlington that reflect the compassion of Christ in service to the community. (Tax ID: 81-0999457)



National Mall Museums, National Basilica and more! Cost: 
$175 — submit $50 non-refundable deposit by November 
1. Submit full deposit by January 1, 2020 (non-refundable 
after January 1).  

01|31, 02|01, 02 FRI, SAT, SUN
Discernment in Daily Life
Our Lady of Life Spiritual Center,  
St-Paul-d’Abbotsford, QC

Retreat for students and young professionals, 18-35 years 
old, with teaching given in French/English (simultaneous 
translation as needed) by a team of Our Lady of Life members.

02|02 SUNDAY
World Marriage Day  
Anniversary Mass
St. Joseph Cathedral, Burlington • 10 - 11 am

Join us as we celebrate World Marriage Day by honoring  
in a special way those celebrating a milestone wedding 
anniversary. Mass with Bishop Christopher Coyne

01|01 WEDNESDAY
Solemnity of Mary,  
Mother of God
Holy Day of Obligation in the United States.

01|12 SUNDAY
Burlington K of C  
Pancake Breakfast
St. Mark, Burlington • 8:30 - 11:30 am

Sponsored by the DeGoesbriand Council 279 Burlington, 
supporting our seminarians and postulation in the diocese. 
Ages 6 to 89, Suggested $7maximum per family $25.

01|18 SATURDAY
Diocesan Mass, VT Rally for Life
St. Augustine, Montpelier • 9:30 am - 12 pm
Join us for Mass at St. Augustine. Following 

Mass Vermont Right to Life will sponsor a prayerful walk to 
the Statehouse with a program to follow inside.

01|22 WEDNESDAY
VCP Networking Breakfast
Pomerleau Alumni Center, St. Michael’s 
College, Colchester • 8 - 9:30 am

This free event will begin with networking and refreshments, 
followed by words from a professional development speaker, 
and followed by more networking and discussion. Our 
January guest speaker is Mike Smith — Interim president 
and CEO of the Vermont Information Technology Leaders, Inc 
/ Secretary, Vermont Agency of Human Services.

01|23-26 THURSDAY-SUNDAY
Life is Precious  
Washington D.C. Trip 2020
Trip will include Rally for Life with thousands 

of other teens, March for Life with hundreds of thousands, 

12|15 SUNDAY
Christmas Concert
St. Michael’s College, Colchester • 3 pm 
All in one concert, 17 Christmas and seasonal 

carols will be presented in a community sing-a-long with 
organist and music director, Dr. William Tortolano, professor 
emeritus of fine arts and music at St. Michael’s College. The 
program will be presented at three churches of acoustical, 
and historic interest. THis is the one remaining date. The 
concerts are free and open to the public. A free will donation 
will be accepted.

12|18 WEDNESDAY
Concert and Evening of Prayer
St. John Vianney, South Burlington
6:30 - 8:30 pm

Catholic Musician Ryan Tremblay will offer a free concert as 
part of his 2019 Christmas Tour.From 7:30 to 8:30 PM there 
will be Eucharistic Adoration and the availability of Advent 
confessions in the parish church. A free will offering will 
be taken. 

12|22 SUNDAY
Advent Lessons and Carols
Sacred Heart Saint Francis de Sales,  
Bennington • 2 pm

Friends of all faith traditions are warmly invited to gather for 
this solemn offering of Old Testament Scripture and music.

12|25 WEDNESDAY
Free Christmas Meal
St. Anthony, Bethel • 12:30 - 2:30 pm
Free Christmas meal for all. A beautiful  

tradition by the Catholic Daughters of the Americas — led 
by chef extraordinaire, Cathy Day–where we offer a free 
meal to one and all on Christmas Day. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

DIOCESE OF BURLINGTON 
CAREERS

Diocese: Respect Life Coordinator

Diocese: Senior Accountant

Diocese: Technical Support Specialist

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Williston: 
Administrative Assistant

The Loretto Home, Rutland:  
Residential Care Positions

Our Lady of the Angels Parish, Randolph:  
Administrative Assistant

Our Lady of Seven Dolors, Fair Haven:  
Organist or Keyboardist/Choir Director

St. Joseph Residential Care Home,  
Burlington: LPN

Vermont Catholic Charities: Counselor

For More Info:  
vermontcatholic.org/careers

U
P
D
A
T
E GOAL: $2,700,987

TOTAL COMMITTED:
$2,262,880
as of December 2, 2019 

83%

100%

Vermont Catholic Charities has been 
providing services to individuals and families 
throughout Vermont since 1929, including 
counseling, emergency aid, prison ministry, 
residential care homes, crisis pregnancy 
services, and more.

Consider supporting this initiative with a gift 
at bishopsappealvt.org. To see more events or to submit your event to the diocesan calendar:  

vermontcatholic.org/events


