
St. Vincent’s May Steeple Cross Memorial 

In Memory of Mark Choquette’s 10th Anniversary 

by: Earnest and Louise Choquette 

 

Regular online and phone office hours are Tuesday 

- Saturday from 10:00AM - 1:00 PM at which time Fr. 

Paul will be available to answer the phone and 

receive emails. You may also leave a message at 

other times and he will return your call or answer 

your email in a timely fashion. For emergencies, 

please dial 802-744-4066.  

May 3, 2020 

4th Sunday of Easter 
(Year A)  

This Week’s Prayer Intentions 

For all who are sick, for the homebound of our parishes 

and for those who have asked for our prayers, especially 

Bonnie Day, Casey Bonneau, Michelle Warman, Edward 

Quintal, Noella Berthiaume, Denise (Laramee) King, Lise 

Coulombe, Donald St Onge and Conrad Coulombe. 

“Lord, look upon all the above with Mercy. May Your Healing 

Hand rest upon them. May Your life-giving powers flow to the 

depths of their souls, cleansing, purifying, restoring them to 

health of mind and body”.   

For our recently deceased family, friends and community 

members especially Arnold McAllister. 

“Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them. May the souls of the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace.” 

Submit bulletin intention/announcements to: 

st.andrebulletin@gmail.com  

Papal General Intention (May) 

Prayer intention for evangelization - For Deacons 

We  pray  that  deacons,  faithful  in  their  service  to  the  

Word  and  the  poor,  may  be  an  invigorating  symbol 

for the entire Church. 

 

Prayer for the Sick 

Almighty and Everlasting God, the eternal salvation of those 

who believe in You, hear us on behalf of Your servants who 

are sick, for whom we humbly beg the help of your mercy, 

so that, being restored to health, they may render thanks to 

you in your Church. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Message from Bishop Coyne 

     As believers in Jesus Christ as He is proclaimed in the faith 

of the Church, we are united as one Body of Christ even when 

we are physically separated from each other. Through the use of 

digital media, the diocesan staff and I have been working on 

many creative ways to connect the Catholic community in 

prayer, worship (especially the Mass), daily scripture 

reflections, recitation of the rosary and so much more. But we 

need your help. 

I ask members of the Catholic community to continue to 

make their weekly offerings to sustain their parish, 

and prayerfully consider making a Bishop’s Annual 

Appeal gift to support the many efforts of the Diocese. 

The Church has remained steadfast for centuries. It is the 

means by which Christ will remain with us "always until 

the end of the age" (Matthew 28:20).  

Over the centuries, we have faced invasion, famine and 

plague. Each time humanity has faced a profound and 

serious threat, the Church and its people have answered 

in solidarity with others and with full trust in the Lord. 

This pandemic will not stop us from proclaiming the 

Good News, caring for the neediest in our midst and 

spiritually feeding God's flock. As in the past, we will 

persevere in hope. We will get through this together. 

 I ask that you pray daily the pope’s prayer to the Virgin 

Mary for protection from this pandemic 

(www.vermontcatholic.org/covid-19/).  

My motto, “Trust in the Lord,” has gotten me through 

many difficult times. Lean on the Lord and know that He 

will guide you through to better days. 

May your heart and your home be filled with Easter 

blessings. 

– Bishop Christopher Coyne 
  

Poland – In the Footsteps of St. John Paul II & St. Faustina  

Join Fr. James Dodson for a 9-day pilgrimage. See flier in 

back of church or visit www.pilgrimages.com/frdodson/ 

 

Pope’s Prayer to Mary during Coronavirus Pandemic 

O Mary, you shine continuously along our journey as a sign 

of salvation and hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who at the 

Cross were near to the pain of Jesus, keeping your faith firm. 

You, Salvation of the Roman people, know what we need, 

and we trust that you will provide for those needs so that as 

at Cana of Galilee, joy and celebration may return after this 

moment of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the 

will of the Father and to do what Jesus tells us. He who took 

our sufferings upon Himself and took up our sorrows, to 

bring us through the Cross to the joy of the Resurrection. 

Amen. 

Career Opportunities 

Please visit the Career Opportunities page at 

vermontcatholic.org for information about current 

openings at the Diocesan Office in South Burlington 

Eucharistic Celebrations 
April 5 – May 15, 2020 

There will be no public Mass through the 15th of 

May. Please see the letter from Bishop Coyne in the 

March 22nd Bulletin or on our website. 

mailto:st.andrebulletin@gmail.com
http://www.vermontcatholic.org/covid-19/
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Dear Friends, 

     God is good all the time. The world has been locked 

down. The churches have been closed and our hearts are 

longing for God. St Augustine says, “My heart is restless 

until it rests in God.” While the human efforts have 

failed, God has begun to work for us. Our Nation has 

opened the doors wider. Our faces have started radiating 

the smile for the economy is open now.  A long awaiting 

has come true. Our prayers have been heard by the risen 

Lord. We have flattened the curve. The power of a 

creature is declining, and the power of the Creator is 

winning. We are going to make our nation great again. It 

is happening because our Nation has been consecrated to 

the Immaculate Heart of Mary. She will change this 

condition with her powerful intercessory role. 

     Let us take this crisis positive. Everyone in the world 

was suffering, some were hospitalized, and some were 

locked down. It is for the good. The nature rejoiced over 

the lockdown. Wildlife returned as humans stayed 

indoors. Traffic was stopped and carbon dioxide levels 

also dropped. Airports were locked down and the air 

made pure. The water is clearer now. We kept distance 

from others and remained closer to family.  The 

Resurrection of our Lord has tipped the balance in our 

world to the good. The world has been blessed because 

our Mother has taken charge. She will make it a better 

place to live happily and peacefully. 

     Thank you so much for your generous contributions to 

the Church. Everyone dollar is appreciated, and it brings 

blessings to you. Please continue in the same spirit. 

I continue my prayers for all our parishioners. 

May God bless and protect you all from this virus. 

Fr. Sahaya Paul Siluvai Sebastian, 

St. Andre Bessette Parish 

 

Diocesan updates: 

1. The churches to be open for private devotional prayers 

effective May 11, 2020.  Each pastor/administrator will 

determine the hours for private devotional visits. Group 

visit is not encouraged 

2. A decision has been made to postpone the celebration of 

Confirmations to Fall 2020. 

3. Baptisms and weddings may be celebrated at this time, 

while respecting the condition of no more than five 

individuals present.  

4. At this time graveside services only for funerals.  

Memorial Masses will have to be scheduled for a later 

date. Graveside services may include the Rite of 

Committal and even the Funeral Liturgy outside of 

Mass with no more than 10 healthy people present 

(inclusive of family, minister, funeral home staff, and 

cemetery grounds crew that need to be present) 

5. Bishop Coyne has extended the permission for priests to 

have up to five individuals assist at Sunday liturgies, 

whether liturgies are live-streamed or not.  This 

permission is extended through May 15, 2020. 

6. When considering the assistants, it is recommended that 

priests extend the invitation to serve/read/assist to 

different individuals each week. 

7. Spiritual Resources for Covid-19: You can find spiritual 

resources, including ways to “Keep Sunday Holy”, on 

the Diocesan Website www.vermontcatholic.org 

8. Now Hiring: Totus Tuus Summer Missionaries!  

College students...looking for an amazing, challenging 

summer job?  Spread the Gospel, travel Vermont, and 

teach children about the Catholic faith!  Visit 

www.vermontcatholic.org/totustuus or contact Michael 

Hagan at mhagan@vermontcatholic.org for more 

information.   

9. Vermont Catholic Charities is committed to serving 

people in our community during this difficult time. Our 

Emergency Aid Program will continue to operate which 

includes Parish Referrals.  We know individuals and 

families will need help and we want to do what we can.  

10. 2020 Bishops Annual Appeal  

https://www.vermontcatholic.org/donate/bishops-

annual-appeal/’ 

 

Young Adult Women’s Bible Study 

Join our young adult women's Bible study over Zoom, on 

Tuesdays at 6pm. We pray with the upcoming Sunday 

Gospel reading and talk about the Lord and His presence in 

our lives. Young women can register here 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMpduytrzIvH9K7yRZldL

ozRaUqOiOw2swD 

 

Regarding Steubenville East, 2020 

The annual Steubenville East conference is scheduled for 

July 10-12 in Kingston, Rhode Island. With the current stay-

at-home orders, it is uncertain whether the conference will 

be cancelled, or if it will proceed as scheduled. We await 

word from the conference staff regarding their decision, 

which should be made by early May. Registered participants 

will be contacted with more information as it becomes 

available. 

 

The month of May is dedicated to Mary 

Consider this month devotions like the Rosary, Memorare, 

reflecting on the Seven Sorrows of Mary, the Litany of Mary, 

saying Hail Holy Queen before bed, reading a book on Mary 

or the Little Office of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

Parish Stewardship Reports 

Weekends of 3/29 – 4/26/2020 

St. Andre Bessette Parish 

03/29 $1688 

04/05 $1437 

Easter $1020 

04/19 $1485 

04/26 $1010 

$Budget/Week  $ 1,771  
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May 2–8, 2020 FOR THE DIOCESE OF BURLINGTON

facebook.com/dioburlington
twitter.com/dioburlington

instagram.com/dioburlington

FOLLOW US

To see more events or to submit your event to the diocesan calendar:  
vermontcatholic.org/events  

VERMONTCATHOLIC.ORG/VTC

A love of books compelled Marci Hayes of Our Lady of 
Good Help Church in Brandon and her 13- year-old 
daughter to join an online book club sponsored by the 

Diocese of Burlington.
“A story has a unique ability to span time and connect the 

reader to the author as well as with all of those who have ever 
read the story. I found this to be true during the book club,” 
she said of the weekly April online gatherings to discuss “The 
Screwtape Letters” by C. S. Lewis.

The book club was born during the Covid-19 pandemic 
when Michael Hagan, manager of religious education and 
catechesis for the diocese, sought a fun way to form a community, 
learn about the Catholic faith and share faith journeys.

“Through reading a 75-year-old tale, I joined others in 
conversation, prayer and fellowship. I most enjoyed witnessing 
how a story can bring a community and families together,” 
Hayes said.

Tricia Sulva of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church in 
Charlotte has participated in a variety of classes and presen-
tations that Hagan has offered. “He is wonderful at offering 
insight into the particular topic, and I always come away with 
a richer understanding of our faith,” she said. “This [book club] 

offered an opportunity to still be able to come together as a 
community and as a way to deepen my faith.”

There were about 20 participants in the free weekly online 
gatherings; they joined from throughout Vermont and from 
Florida and California.

“A faith-based book club can be a fun and low-pressure form 
of Christian accompaniment. Books tend to have a unique way 
of influencing our spiritual lives,” Hagan said. “As we enter into 
new characters, stories and worlds, we begin to ask questions 
that we might not have asked before. A book club allows us to 
share those insights and questions with other people who are 
reading the same book on the same journey of faith.”

Sulva said this opportunity “to engage with others way 
beyond our own backyard is amazing.”

She continued, “Experiencing this online event has height-
ened my awareness that there are people everywhere who I can 
share my love for God and our beautiful faith with. For me this 
is extremely comforting. And it fills me with greater hope.”

For information on future book clubs, go to vermontcath-
olic.org.

To support this ministry, go to bishopsappealvt.org.
VTC • Cori Fugere Urban

This screenshot shows some of the par-
ticipants in the online book club that 
met in April to discuss “The Screwtape 
Letters” by C. S. Lewis. 
—Submitted photo

Online book club debuts with “The Screwtape Letters”
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DIOCESE OF BURLINGTON 
CAREERS

Diocese: Respect Life Coordinator

The Loretto Home, Rutland: Director of 
Nursing – $7,500 Sign-on Bonus!

Sacred Heart / St. Francis de Sales 
School, Bennington: Administrator

St. Joseph’s Residential Care Home,  
Burlington: Full-Time LNA or  
Caregiver — $500 Sign-On Bonus

St. Joseph’s Residential Care Home,  
Burlington: Full-Time LPN or Med Tech 
— $1000 Sign-On Bonus

St. Joseph’s Residential Care Home,  
Burlington: Part-Time LNA or Caregiver

St. Joseph’s Residential Care Home,  
Burlington: Part-Time LPN or Med Tech

St. Joseph’s Residential Care Home,  
Burlington: Maintenance Supervisor 

St. Joseph’s Residential Care Home, 
Burlington: Night Shift Caregiver

For More Info:  
vermontcatholic.org/careers

Diocese of Burlington Online Ministry Opportunities
May 3–9, 2020

Mass, Adoration, Rosary, and the Office of the Dead

Daily (Monday – Friday) 8 am Eucharistic Adoration (30 min) — Livestream — www.vermontcatholic.org/tvmass

Daily (Monday – Friday) 11:15 am Live Rosary — with Valerie Parzyck  — www.facebook.com/DioBurlington

Daily (Monday – Friday) 12:05 pm Mass — Livestream — www.vermontcatholic.org/tvmass

Sunday 10 am Mass — Livestream — www.vermontcatholic.org/tvmass

Office of the Dead will be livestreamed on www.facebook.com/DioBurlington, and also available on www.vermontcatholic.org/spiritualre-
sources.

Friday, May 8

8 am

4 pm

8 pm

Office of the Dead, Morning Prayer  

Office of the Dead, Evening Prayer

Office of the Dead, Night Prayer

Online Ministries

Daily Posted at  
9 am

Bishop Coyne’s Daily Reflections — www.facebook.com/DioBurlington 

and www.vermontcatholic.org/about/office-of-bishop/dailyreflections/

For the below offerings, we encourage people to register. Find the event on our diocesan calendar  
(www.vermontcatholic.org/events) and sign up, or contact mhagan@vermontcatholic.org. All events are FREE.  
Some of these will also be live-streamed on the diocesan Facebook page (www.facebook.com/DioBurlington).

Monday, May 4 7:30 pm Praying with the Scriptures (30 min) — Michael Hagan

Tuesday, May 5

10:30 am & 7 pm

1 pm 

Encountering Jesus Bible Study (30 min) — Deacon Phil Lawson

Online Ministry 101 — Keeping Your Parishioners Connected  
(religious ed, study groups, small groups, etc.) — Michael Hagan & Jennifer Ploof

Wednesday, May 6
3 pm 

4 pm

Family Fun! Quiz Game (30 min) — Terri McCormack & Michael Hagan

Forming Young Disciples Today — Bill Gavin

Thursday, May 7 no online ministry scheduled

Friday, May 8 3 pm Parenting with Grace, Part 1 — Bill Gavin
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