
September 20, 2020 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
(Year A)  

 
This Week’s Prayer Intentions 

For all who are sick, for the homebound of our parishes, and for 

those who have asked for our prayers, especially Bonnie Day, 

Casey Bonneau, Michelle Warman, Edward Quintal, Denise 

(Laramee) King, Lise & Conrad Coulombe, Craig Hansen and 

Donald St Onge. 
 

“Lord, look upon all the above with Mercy. May Your Healing 

Hand rest upon them. May Your life-giving powers flow to the 

depths of their souls, cleansing, purifying, restoring them to 

health of mind and body”.   
 

Prayer for the Dead 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon 

them. May the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of 

God, rest in peace. Amen. 
 

Please submit Mass Intentions and bulletin 

announcements before Wednesday to: 

standrebessetteparish@vermontcatholic.org  
 

Papal General Intention for September 

Respect for the Planet’s Resources 

We pray that the planet's resources will not be plundered 

but shared in a just and respectful manner. 

 

Regarding Communion on the Tongue 

Effective on the weekend of August 29-30, parishioners 

can be given Holy Communion on the tongue at the end of 

Communion during Holy Mass with a prior request. 
 

Noteworthy Days – 24th Week of Ordinary Time 

• Sep 19 – St. Januarius  

• Sep 20 – St. Andrew Kim Taegon,  

Paul Chong Hasang and Companions 

• Sep 21 – St. Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist 

• Sep 22 – St. Lorenzo Ruis and Companions 

• Sep 23 – St Pio of Pietrelcina  

• Sep 24 – Blessed John Henry Newman  

• Sep 25 – St. Joseph of Cupertino 

• Sep 26 – Sts. Cosmas and Damien, Martyrs 

 

This Week’s Parish Events/Youth Programs Calendar 

Sep 25 Wed 6:00-7:00 PM SHJ S.I.T 

 

September Devotion 

The Seven Dolors of Mary / The Sorrowful Mother. 

The Seven Dolors of the Blessed Virgin Mary (feast of the 

Seven Dolors, third Sunday in September); indulgences, 

three hundred days each day and the devotions may be 

performed in public or private; plenary indulgence on any 

day of September or 1-8 October under the usual 

conditions (Leo XIII, “Raccolta”, 27 Jan., 1888, 232). 

 

 

 

News and Information from the Diocese 
 

Women’s Retreat 

Save the date for November 14, 2020.  More information 

will be shared in the coming month. 

 

Emmaus Retreat: A Hiking Confirmation Retreat 

All students receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation are 

invited to a hiking retreat on September 20th via the Honey 

Hollow Trail in Bolton, VT. The beauty of God’s creation will 

lead us into prayer and reflection. We’ll conclude with Mass 

at St. Andrew’s Parish in Waterbury. The Sacrament of 

Reconciliation will be available. 

Cost is $10 per attendee. Space is limited! Please RSVP 

wgavin@vermontcatholic.org or (802) 658-6110 x1240. 
 

 

Eucharistic Celebrations 
September 19, 2020 – September 25, 2020 

9/19 Sat 5:00 pm Mass (Sacred Heart) 

Elphege & Hilda Messier by Diane Geoffroy 

9/20 Sun 8:00 am Mass (St. Vincent) 

Open for Intention 

9/20 Sun 9:30 am Mass (St. Ignatius) 

Open for Intention 

9/22 Tue  4:00 pm (Sacred Heart) 

Open for Intention 

9/23 Wed  8:30 am Mass (Sacred Heart)  

Open for Intention 

9/24  Thu   8:30 am Mass (St. Vincent) 

For the Souls of Aborted Children Worldwide by Hugo Machado 

9/25  Fri   8:30 am Mass (Sacred Heart) 

Open for Intention 

9/26 Sat 5:00 pm Mass (Sacred Heart)  

Open for Intention 

9/27 Sun  8:00 am Mass (St. Vincent) 

Open for Intention 

9/27 Sun  9:30 am Mass (St. Ignatius) 

Open for Intention 

 

St. Vincent’s September Steeple Cross Memorial 

Dedicated to the Memory of Roger Choquette 

By: Gloria & Family 

 

~ KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS ANNOUNCEMENT ~ 

James Cardinal Gibbons Assembly 1157 

invites all 4th Degree Knights of Columbus 

members to join us for our monthly meeting, 

Wednesday, September 23rd at 6:30 PM at the Sacred 

Heart Parish Hall, Troy. A light social will be 

provided after the meeting. Social distancing and 

wearing of face mask remain in place. 
 

mailto:wgavin@vermontcatholic.org


Please Help Us! 
 

Envelope Numbers Missing Owner Names 

There are two Envelope Collection Accounts with no name 

associated. If you are using Envelope #40 or Envelope #55, 

please contact St. Andre Bessette Office during Office Hours 

so that we may credit your contributions to your name. Thank 

you. 
 

Non-perishable Food Items Needed! 

The Ladies of St-Vincent are collecting non-perishable food 

items in honor of St-Vincent. His feast day is Sunday, 

September 27.  Please help us fill the box at the back of St. 

Vincent’s Church. The food items will be donated to the Jay 

Food Shelf. Thank you. 
 

New Online Giving Is Here! 

St. Andre Bessette Parish is excited to offer online giving 

for one-time as well as recurring gifts! Simply make a 

secure donation via electronic check or debit/credit using 

the form on this page:  

https://standrebessette.vermontcatholic.org/give 
 

Capital Campaign Project Proposals for St. Andre 

Bessette Parish 
St. Ignatius Hall: 

• Repair/refurbish hardwood floor 

St. Ignatius Church: 

• Painting 

• Repairing the railing 

St. Vincent de Paul Rectory: 

• Multiple window replacement 

• Exterior Painting 

• Insulation/winterization 

St. Vincent de Paul Church: 

• Replacement of basement windows 

• Repairing the railing 

Sacred Heart Church: 

• Handicap entrance door replacement 

• Sidewalk replacement in front of church 

Sacred Heart Hall: 

• Replacement of steps at Fire Exit 

 

Note the Dates: 

Confirmation 10/25/2020, 4pm Mater Dei 
 

Parish Stewardship Reports 

Weekend of 9/5/20– 9/6/20 

St. Andre Bessette Parish 

Offertory $ 1,817.00 

Weekly Budget $ 1,771.00 

Difference +/- $46.00 
 

 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal Update (as of 9/17/2020) 
The Bishops Annual Appeal for the diocese of Burlington is at 

65%. St. Andre Bessette Parish is at 27% of our overall goal of 

$15,800 with $3,744 in donations. Please contact the office for an 

addressed envelope to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. Thank you 

for your generosity. 
 

Preparation for the Christ Our Hope: Building a Vibrant 

Church campaign is in the final stages. 

Proverbs 28:27: “He that gives unto the poor shall not lack.” 

God calls us to support the most vulnerable among us 

and the Christ Our Hope: Building a Vibrant Church campaign 

offers us the opportunity to do that. A portion of the dollars 

raised will fund an endowment for Catholic Charities so it may 

expand its ability to serve the needy. This is a pressing need 

because Catholic Charities cannot serve on average 70 families 

or 280 people per month. 

Beyond that need, the campaign offers great hope at 

home here at St. Andre Bessette parish. Sixty cents of every 

dollar will come back to us so we may address the projects for 

our parish.  

While considering your gift, it is worth remembering 

that a key provision of the CARES Act states that a donor may 

deduct 100% of any gift to a qualified charity against their 2020 

adjusted gross income. Please note this deduction expires at the 

end of 2020. 

  

Campaign Prayer  
Almighty and eternal God, we place our hope in You to guide the 

Catholic Church in Vermont to renew our parishes and engage 

our youth; to form lay leaders and serve the most vulnerable 

among us. In the power of the Holy Spirit, help us build a vibrant 

Church in this time and place and for generations to come. 

Seeking the intercession of our first bishop, Louis de Goësbriand, 

we pray this through Christ Our Lord, Amen. Mary, Mother of 

the Church, pray for us. 
 

This Week’s Reflections on the Saints  
St. Pio of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio) 
 
Born Francesco Forgione, Padre Pio grew up in a family of 
farmers in southern Italy 
At the age of 15, Francesco joined the Capuchins and took 

the name of Pio. He was ordained in 1910 and was drafted 
during World War I. In 1917, he was assigned to the friary 
in San Giovanni Rotondo. 
On September 20, 1918, as he was making his 
thanksgiving after Mass, Padre Pio had a vision of Jesus. 
When the vision ended, he had the stigmata in his hands, 
feet, and side. 
Life became more complicated after that. In 1924, and 
again in 1931, the authenticity of the stigmata was 
questioned; Padre Pio was not permitted to celebrate Mass 
publicly or to hear confessions.  
Padre Pio rarely left the friary after he received the 
stigmata, but busloads of people soon began coming to see 
him. In time his confessional ministry would take 10 hours 
a day. Padre Pio saw Jesus in all the sick and suffering.  

A number of people have reported cures they believe were 
received through the intercession of Padre Pio.  
One of Padre Pio’s sufferings was that unscrupulous people 
several times circulated prophecies that they claimed 
originated from him. He never made prophecies about 
world events and never gave an opinion on matters that he 
felt belonged to Church authorities to decide. He died on 
September 23, 1968, and was beatified in 1999.  
 
Prayer to St. Padre Pio 
O God, You gave Saint Pio of Pietrelcina, Capuchin priest, 
the great privilege of participating in a unique way in the 

passion of Your Son, grant me through his intercession the 
grace of.... which I ardently desire; and above all grant me 
the grace of living in conformity with the death of Jesus, to 
arrive at the glory of the resurrection. 



Septmeber 19–25, 2020 FOR THE DIOCESE OF BURLINGTON

PREACHING TEACHING HEALING

INITIATIVES
Endowment funds will be held at the Vermont Catholic Community Foundation. 

The VCCF is a stand-alone nonprofit corporation that is separate from the Diocese 

of Burlington. The endowment funds for these ministries are designed to serve the 

ministries in perpetuity. All contributions made by benefactors to the Christ Our Hope 

campaign are restricted to uses outlined in this case for support.

Today ForeverTomorrow
SERVE THE POOR 
($2 MILLION)
Serving people experiencing poverty, 
especially at times of greatest need, 
is integral in sharing and commu-
nicating the love and compassion 
of Christ. Funding an endowment for 
Catholic Charities emergency services 
will help bridge the gap for the most 
vulnerable people in our Vermont 
communities, especially those families 
impacted by COVID-19. Catholic 
Charities is only able to cover about 20 
percent of the amount clients need in 
emergency aid each month. Given the 
limited financial resources, it is unable 
to serve, on average, 70 families per 
month. That is 280 individuals every 
month, over 3,300 people every year, 
that we are currently unable to help. 

FAITH FORMATION 
($2 MILLION)
The future of our faith depends on solid 
formation for children and adults alike. 
During the pandemic, our ministries 
and schools quickly adapted to create 
new remote learning opportunities. 
Twenty percent of funds raised will 
support an endowment that allows for 
flexibility to be creative during times 
of crisis and support catholic schools, 
youth ministry and evangelization — 
no matter the circumstance.

VIBRANT PARISHES 
($6 MILLION)
Our parishes are the heart of the 
Church. They provide the foundation 
upon which our greater faith community 
is built. Addressing individual parish 
needs is a paramount goal of the Christ 
Our Hope campaign, especially in light 
of the pandemic. At least 60 percent of 
the dollars raised at each parish will 
fund priorities such as a parish reserve 
fund, new initiatives, capital improve-
ments, etc. The pastor and parish leader-
ship teams will work together to identify 
these needs. Vibrant parishes will be 
the catalyst and hope for advancing the 
mission of the Church in Vermont.  

As we launch the first statewide Catholic campaign in Vermont during these challenging times, we are working hard to share 
as much information as possible in a timely matter, but are experiencing some postal delays. By now every Catholic household 
should have received a letter from Bishop Coyne along with the campaign FAQ flyer and prayer card. We are grateful for 

those that immediately responded and have made gifts! By early October, you will receive a campaign packet of information from your 
pastor and Bishop Coyne with the case statement, your parish goals and an invitation to consider a specific gift amount over the next 
three years. We ask that you prayerfully consider this invitation based on your current circumstances. We understand some will not be 
able to commit at this time, while others can make a sacrificial gift that will stabilize and renew our Church for the future. Below is a 
description of the initiatives your gift will support. For more information please visit: christourhopevt.org.



09|23, 24
Birthright Informational
St. John Vianney Parish Center, S. Burlington
Birthright is conducting two Informationals 

for potential volunteers. Kathleen King, Birthright Regional 
Consultant, will present the Birthright philosophy and how 
we offer support to pregnant women in difficult situations, 
and their partners. All interested individuals are welcome. 
Two sessions: Wed., Sept. 23, 6:30-8 p.m. and Thurs., Sept. 
24, 9:30-11 a.m. Masks are required and social distancing 
will be observed. Attendance by virtual media is available 
for those who wish to attend from home. Pre-registration is 
advisable. For more information, and to register for either 
session, please email us at birthrightbvt@gmail.com. 

09|26 SATURDAY
Ordination to the  
Permanent Diaconate
Cathedral of St. Joseph, Burlington • 10 am 

The Diocese of Burlington celebrates with great joy the 
Ordination of the Permanent Diaconate of five men to serve 
the Catholic Church in Vermont. 

09|29, 10|13 WEDNESDAYS
Parent Café
Zoom • 7:30 pm - 8:15 pm
Join other Catholic parents in Vermont for 

these virtual discussions about life and faith. Learn more at: 
vermontcatholic/events/parentcafe.

10|03 SATURDAY
Our Lady of Fatima Devotions
Holy Family, Essex Junction • 8 am
First Saturday of every month. Rosary and 
reconciliation at 8 am and Mass at 8:30.

DIOCESE OF BURLINGTON 
CAREERS

Diocese: Respect Life Coordinator

St. Joseph’s Residential Care Home,  
Burlington: Full-Time LPN or Med Tech  
— $1000 Sign-On Bonus

St. Joseph’s Residential Care Home,  
Burlington: Part-Time LPN or Med Tech

St. Joseph’s Residential Care Home,  
Burlington: Full-Time LNA or Caregiver  
— $500 Sign-On Bonus

St. Joseph’s Residential Care Home,  
Burlington: Part-Time LNA or Caregiver

For More Info:  
vermontcatholic.org/careers

Upcoming Events

vermontcatholic.org/marriagechallenge

CHALLENGES TO GROW  
YOUR MARRIAGE

VULNERABILITY

SEPTEMBER 20 – 26, 2020 

Loveoneanother
Have you ever felt alone?  

Listen as each of you share 
your story, asking for  

details that help the other 
describe the feeling to  

better understand. 

As of Sept. 10: $1,698,25564%

2020 Bishop’s Annual Appeal Goal: $2,651,157

As we kick-off the Christ Our Hope: Building a 
Vibrant Church campaign to renew our parishes, 
strengthen our faith formation programs and 
increase emergency aid to people in crisis, we ask 
you to please first consider a gift to the Bishop’s 
Appeal. We understand that these are challenging 
times and some may not be able to do more. We 
are grateful for whatever you can offer and ask for 
your prayers for the success of the campaign.

Virtual Discussion Series 
for Catholic Parents

Join other Catholic 
parents in Vermont for 
these virtual discussions 
about life and faith. Each 
session includes a brief 
prayer and presentation, 
setting the stage for 
open and honest conver-
sation on that week’s  
topic. Join us for any or 
all sessions! Register at:

Parent Cafe

www.vermontcatholic.org/events/parentcafe

LIFE IS A  
BALANCING ACT!

TUESDAY, SEPT. 29
7:30 – 8:15PM

 

YOUR HABITS — 
THE GOOD,  

THE BAD,  
AND THE UGLY!

TUESDAY, OCT. 13
7:30 – 8:15PM


