
EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATIONS 
December 26, 2020—January 03, 2021 

 
12/26 Sat 4:00 PM Mass (Sacred Heart Church) 

† Aline Raboin by the Raboin Family 
 

12/27 Sun 9:30 AM Mass (Sacred Heart Church) 

† Bernard Bonneau by Rose Bathalon 
 
 

01/01 Fri 9:30 AM New Year Mass (SHJ) 

  Good health of Rene Patenaude by Monique Morin 

 

01/02 Sat 4:00 PM Mass (Sacred Heart Church) 

  For the People of our Parish 
 

01/03 Sun 9:30 AM Mass (Sacred Heart Church) 

†Bernard Bonneau by Donat & Jeannine Choquette 

This Week’s Prayer Intentions 
For all who are sick, for the homebound of our parishes, and for those 

who have asked for our prayers, especially Bonnie Day, 

Casey Bonneau, Michelle Warman, Edward Quintal, Den-

ise (Laramee) King, Lise & Conrad Coulombe, Craig Han-

sen, Donald St. Onge, Wilma Therrien, Jim Cunningham. 
 

“Lord, look upon all the above with Mercy. May Your Heal-

ing Hand rest upon them. May Your Life-Giving Powers flow to the 

depths of their souls, cleansing, purifying, and restoring them to health 

of mind and body. Amen” 

Prayer for the Dead 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let Perpetual 

Light shine  upon them. May the souls of the faithful depart-

ed, through the Mercy of God, rest in Peace. Amen. 

 

Please submit Mass Intentions and bulletin announce-
ments before Wednesday at 1:00 PM to 

st.andrebulletin@gmail.com. 

St. Vincent’s December Steeple Cross Memorial 
 

Leo and Simone Therrien 
Hugh and Louise Sargent 
By The Therrien Family 

This Week’s Parish Events/Youth Programs Calendar 
Jan 02 Sat     4.00 PM  Relic Program —SHJ 

Christmas & New Year 2021 
December 26, 2020—January 03, 2021—Year B 

Welcome to St. Andre Bessette Parish! 

Noteworthy Days—Christmas Octave 

 Dec 25 — Christmas 

 Dec 26 — St. Stephen 

 Dec 27 — Holy Family 

 Dec 28 — Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
 Jan 01 — Mary Mother of God 

 Jan 03 — Epiphany 

Papal Intentions for December 

For a Life of Prayer 

We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ be 

nourished by the Word of God and a life of prayer.  

 Happy New Year—2021 
Dear Friends, 

 Thank you so much for your love, prayers, cards 

and gifts to me for Christmas. I appreciate that and pray for 

you. God is so wonderful that we have another new year to 

celebrate. This is really a blessing to celebrate. I believe that 

the new born Jesus will make sure that this year has a peri-

od. He will change the world by bringing the joy back. That 

is our hope. Proverbs 23.18 says, “There is surely a future 

hope for you, and your hope will not be cut off.” Let this 

Bible verse be the verse of the new year. God wants us to be 

happy and so he will never allow our hope go waste, be-

cause our hope is in Him who made heaven and earth 

(Psalms 124.8). May this new year bring joy, happiness and 

love to our homes. 

Wish you all a Happy New Year 2021 

Yours in Christ, 

Fr Paul 

MANY THANKS … 
 We thank Therese Lorenz for a me-
ticulous and dedicated service to our parish 
as an administrative assistant. We appreciate 
her commitment in the job. She wonderfully 
helped our parish . We pray for her and wish 
her God’s blessings in abundance. 

ST ANDRE RELIC 
The Relic of St Andre Bessette will be fixed at the 

sanctuary of Sacred Heart Church, Troy at 4pm 

Mass on 01/02/2021, Saturday. All are welcome 

12.29, 12.30 and 12.31.2020 
There is no Mass in our parish and the Parish office remains 

closed the above days. 

Vacancy… 
 The administrative assistant position in our par-

ish is vacant. It is a paid position. If you are interested, 

please apply by reaching out to our parish email.  



JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS TODAY! 
Since 1882, membership in the Knights of Columbus 
has been open to men 18 years of age or older who are 
"practical" (that is, practicing) Catholics in union with 
the Holy See. Since that time, the Knights of Columbus has 
understood "practical catholic" to mean a Catholic who accepts 
the teaching authority of the Catholic Church on matters of 
faith and morals, aspires to live in accord with the precepts of 
the Catholic Church,  and is in good standing in the Catholic 
Church.  

BECOME AN ONLINE MEMBER FOR FREE!* 

Now through December 31st, enter Promo 

Code MCGIVNEY2020 for 12 months of free online member-

ship at www.kofc.org  

   *Online Membership only. Annual dues of $30 will apply on 

your Membership Anniversary. Local council dues vary. 

Parish Stewardship Reports  

Weekend of 12/19/2020—12/20/2020 

Offertory    $1,416.00 

Weekly Budget    $1,771.00 

Difference +/-    ($355.00) 

Monthly Breakfast—Knights of Columbus 

Council 7943 Knights of Columbus families 

would like to thank everyone who participated in 

our second monthly  breakfast despite the ongo-

ing Covid mandates. We had again an excellent turnout for 

both sit down and take out meals while keeping with social 

distancing guidelines . The winner of the 50/50 raffle was 

Diane Forbes of Troy who graciously donated her winnings 

back to the council. The winner of our secret Santa  basket 

raffle was  Pauline Raboin of Newport. Our  bake sale table 

of  Christmas cookie platters was a success !  

We hope to see you at our next breakfast on January 17, 

2021 bring family and friends. Should you have any ques-

tions on either sit down or take out meals please contact 

Deborah at 673-7510 or George at 323-2470  

APOSTOLIC LETTER—PATRIS CORDE 
 

In a new Apostolic Letter entitled Patris corde (“With a Fa-

ther’s Heart”), Pope Francis describes Saint Joseph as a beloved fa-

ther, a tender and loving father, an obedient father, an accepting fa-

ther; a father who is creatively courageous, a working father, a father 

in the shadows. The Letter marks the 150th anniversary of Blessed 

Pope Pius IX’s declaration of St Joseph as Patron of the Universal 

Church. To celebrate the anniversary, Pope Francis has proclaimed a 

special “Year of St Joseph.” Let us try to read a part of the letter every 

week. 

WITH A FATHER’S HEART: that is how Joseph loved Jesus, whom 

all four Gospels refer to as “the son of Joseph”. Matthew and Luke, the 

two Evangelists who speak most of Joseph, tell us very little, yet 

enough for us to appreciate what sort of father he was, and the mis-

sion entrusted to him by God’s providence. 

We know that Joseph was a lowly carpenter (cf. Mt 13:55), 

betrothed to Mary (cf. Mt 1:18; Lk 1:27). He was a “just 

man” (Mt 1:19), ever ready to carry out God’s will as revealed to him 

in the Law (cf. Lk 2:22.27.39) and through four dreams (cf. Mt 1:20; 

2:13.19.22). After a long and tiring journey from Nazareth to Bethle-

hem, he beheld the birth of the Messiah in a stable, since “there was 

no place for them” elsewhere (cf. Lk 2:7). He witnessed the adoration 

of the shepherds (cf. Lk 2:8-20) and the Magi (cf. Mt 2:1-12), who rep-

resented respectively the people of Israel and the pagan peoples. 

Joseph had the courage to become the legal father of Jesus, to 

whom he gave the name revealed by the angel: “You shall call his 

name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins” (Mt 1:21). As 

we know, for ancient peoples, to give a name to a person or to a 

thing, as Adam did in the account in the Book of Genesis (cf. 2:19-20), 

was to establish a relationship. 

In the Temple, forty days after Jesus’ birth, Joseph and Mary 

offered their child to the Lord and listened with amazement to Sime-

on’s prophecy concerning Jesus and his Mother (cf. Lk 2:22-35). To 

protect Jesus from Herod, Joseph dwelt as a foreigner in Egypt 

(cf. Mt 2:13-18). After returning to his own country, he led a hidden 

life in the tiny and obscure village of Nazareth in Galilee, far from 

Bethlehem, his ancestral town, and from Jerusalem and the Temple. 

Of Nazareth it was said, “No prophet is to rise” (cf. Jn 7:52) and in-

deed, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” (cf. Jn 1:46). 

When, during a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, Joseph and Mary lost track 

of the twelve-year-old Jesus, they anxiously sought him out and they 

found him in the Temple, in discussion with the doctors of the Law 

(cf. Lk 2:41-50). 

After Mary, the Mother of God, no saint is mentioned more 

frequently in the papal magisterium than Joseph, her spouse. My 

Predecessors reflected on the message contained in the limited infor-

mation handed down by the Gospels in order to appreciate more 

fully his central role in the history of salvation. Blessed Pius 

IX declared him “Patron of the Catholic Church”, Venerable Pius 

XII proposed him as “Patron of Workers” and Saint John Paul II as 

“Guardian of the Redeemer”. Saint Joseph is universally invoked as 

the “patron of a happy death”. 

Happy New Year 2021 PRAYER TO ST JOSEPH 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted his only Son; 

in you Mary placed her trust; 

with you Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, 

show yourself a father 

and guide us in the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage, 

and defend us from every evil. Amen. 

MANY THANKS … 
 Christmas Home Alone Dinner 
Thanks to Becky Therrien and the volunteer 
group for doing the Christmas Home Alone 
Dinner. You all played an important role in 
those 65 people’s Christmas celebration. You 
made their day joyful. God bless you and all 
those benefited out of the dinner. 

Year of St Joseph 
8th December 2020 to 8th December 2021 
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December 26, 2020 – January 1, 2021 FOR THE DIOCESE OF BURLINGTON

U.S. Bishop Chairmen for Pro-Life and Doctrine Address  
Ethical Concerns on the New COVID-19 Vaccines

On December 14, Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades of Fort 
Wayne-South Bend, chairman of the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) Committee on 

Doctrine, and Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann of Kansas City 
in Kansas, chairman of the USCCB’s Committee on Pro-Life 
Activities, issued a statement on the new COVID-19 vaccines. 
In their statement, the bishops address the moral concerns raised 
by the fact that the three vaccines that appear to be ready for 
distribution in the United States all have some connection to cell 
lines that originated with tissue taken from abortions.

With regard to the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines, they 
concluded:

“In view of the gravity of the current pandemic and the 
lack of availability of alternative vaccines, the reasons to accept 
the new COVID-19 vaccines from Pfizer and Moderna are 
sufficiently serious to justify their use, despite their remote 
connection to morally compromised cell lines.

“Receiving one of the COVID-19 vaccines ought to be 
understood as an act of charity toward the other members of 

our community.  In this way, being vaccinated safely against 
COVID-19 should be considered an act of love of our neighbor 
and part of our moral responsibility for the common good.”

With regard to the AstraZeneca vaccine, the bishops found 
it to be “more morally compromised” and consequently 
concluded that this vaccine “should be avoided” if there are 
alternatives available. “It may turn out, however, that one 
does not really have a choice of vaccine, at least, not without 
a lengthy delay in immunization that may have serious conse-
quences for one’s health and the health of others,” the bishop 
chairmen stated. “In such a case … it would be permissible to 
accept the AstraZeneca vaccine.”

At the same time, the bishops also warned that Catholics 
“must be on guard so that the new COVID-19 vaccines do not 
desensitize us or weaken our determination to oppose the evil of 
abortion itself and the subsequent use of fetal cells in research.”

The full statement from the bishop chairmen may be found 
at: https://www.usccb.org/moral-considerations-covid-vaccines

— Public Affairs Office, USCCB

New ministry  
to support those 
who are ill, alone

members, if possible; anything that would make connecting 
with the sick possible, especially during this time when visits 
are restricted because of Covid-19.

The committee — which also includes Marie Forcier, Donna 
Russell and Jan Hevey — has been hampered by the pandemic 
in efforts to gather but is deciding on uplifting prayers and 
messages of support to be mailed to the sick, and to family 
members in some cases, to let them know they are being prayed 
for and remembered.

VTC • Mary Clifford Morrell

Even in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic, the parish 
community of St. Mark in Burlington is moving forward 
with plans for a new ministry to support those who are ill or 

alone and in need of prayers.
The Illness Support Ministry, which grew out of the 

priorities of the 2018 Diocesan Synod, is meant to reach out 
to anyone who contacts the parish for prayers in the face of 
sickness, or those who are homebound or in nursing homes.

Often, those who contact the parish may not even be 
parishioners, said Barry Comeau, parish synod delegate.

One of the primary goals, Comeau explained, is to create 
an information card for those in need of prayers, which would 
include addresses, contact information and names of family 



01|07, 14, 21, 28 THURSDAYS
Vermont Catholic Book Club: 
Silence
via Zoom • 7:30 - 8:30 pm

This January, join us as we read Shusaku Endo’s Silence. Two 
missionary priests secretly travel into 17th century Japan at 
a time when Christians are being persecuted harshly. What 
does it mean to be faithful to Christ in difficult times? This 
question and many others are posed in this challenging and 
gripping novel. We will meet four times to discuss the book 
and how we might learn from it. Bring a friend! Register: 
vermontcatholic.org/event/book-study-silence/ 

01|13, 20, 27 WEDNESDAYS
Family & Faith in the Home
via Zoom • 8 - 9:30 pm
Parents are invited to attend an interactive 

webinar sponsored by the Diocese of Manchester with guest 
speakers Mike and Alicia Hernon of the Messy Family Project. 
Mike and Alicia have 10 children, and have much to share 
with parenting while living the Catholic faith. The webinars 
are a follows:

January 13, 8-9:30 p.m.– Communication in Marriage
January 20, 8-9:30 p.m.– Messy Parenting 101
January 27, 8-9:30 p.m.– Evangelizing Your Children

Register: vermontcatholic.org/event/family-faith-in-
the-home/ 

01|20 WEDNESDAY
Vermont Catholic Professionals 
Virtual Event
via Zoom • 8 - 9 am

Our January guest speaker is Deacon Pete Gummere – 
Bioethicist and Director of the Permanent Diaconate for the 
Diocese of Burlington. He will be presenting, “Discernment: 
Family, Career and Service to the Church.” Register: 
vermontcatholic.org/event/vermont-catholic-profes-
sionals-virtual-event/

01|21 THURSDAY
“Just Mercy” Book Study Group
via Zoom • 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Mercy Corps, a newly formed group of 

parishioners at Saint John Vianney Catholic Church, is hosting 
an online book study for Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson. 
The series will meet monthly, January through June. Saint 
John Vianney Church will have copies of the book available 
for $10/copy. For more information, to make arrangements 
to pick up a copy of the book, or to register, please contact 
Connie McDonald at SJVGoodNews@gmail.com.

Upcoming Events

vermontcatholic.org/marriagechallenge

CHALLENGES  
TO GROW  

YOUR  
MARRIAGE

OUR SAVIOR IS HERE.

DEC. 27, 2020 –JAN. 2, 2021 Loveoneanother

How do you welcome him into your home?  
Together, create a “Welcome to Our Home” feast  

to honor the Holy Family. Keep those holiday decorations  
displayed to help celebrate!

As of December 16: $2,068,325

2020 Bishop’s Annual Appeal Goal: $2,651,157

Thank you to all those who have 
made a gift already.  We are more 
than 20% behind our goal and ask 
those that can to please consider 
a gift before the end of the year. 
You can make a gift online:  
vermontcatholic.org/donate

100%

78%

Christ Our Hope Campaign Update
To learn more or make a gift visit: christourhopevt.org.

37% Goal: $9,582,456As of Dec. 16: $3,570,467


