
EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATIONS 
April 11, 2021—April 18, 2021 

 
04/10 Sat 4:00 PM Mass (SHJ) (not for Public) 
               For our Parishioners by Fr Paul 
 
04/11 Sun 9:30 AM Mass (SHJ) (not for Public) 

  † Yves Morrissette by Madeline Morrissette  
 
04/13 Tue 4:00 PM Mass (SHJ) (not for Public) 

  † Wilber Firkey Bryce & Jerry Firkey Families 
 
04/14  Wed 8:30 AM Mass (SHJ) (not for Public) 

  † Wilber Firkey Bryce & Jerry Firkey Families 
 

04/15 Thu 8:30 AM Mass (SHJ) (not for Public) 

  Open for Intention 
 
04/16 Fri 8:30 AM Mass (SHJ) 

  For our Parishioners by Fr Paul 
  

04/17 Sat 4:00 PM Mass (SHJ) 

  Open for Intention 
 
04/18 Sun 9:30 AM Mass (SHJ)  

  Open for Intention 

Prayer List 
For all who are sick, for the homebound of our parishes, and for those 

who have asked for our prayers, especially Bonnie Day, Casey Bonneau, 

Michelle Warman, Lise & Conrad Coulombe, Craig Hansen, Donald St. 

Onge, Wilma Therrien, Jim Cunningham, Katherine Waters and 

Devoney Choquette. 
 

“Lord, look upon all the above with Mercy. May Your Healing Hand rest 

upon them. May Your Life-Giving Powers flow to the depths of their souls, 

cleansing, purifying, and restoring them to health of mind and body. Amen” 

Prayer for the Dead 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let Perpetual Light shine  

upon them. May the souls of the faithful departed, through the Mercy 

of God, rest in Peace. Amen.  

 

This Week’s Parish Events/Youth Programs Calendar        

• Religious Education  04.11 8am  via ZOOM 

• Parish Council 04.14 6.30pm  KofC room 

• Adoration  04.16 9am to 6pm  KofC room 

• Monthly Breakfast 04.18 8 to 11.30am SHJ hall 

 Divine Mercy Sunday 
Year B 

Welcome to St. Andre Bessette Parish! 

Papal Intention for April 
Fundamental Rights 

We pray for those who risk their lives while fighting for funda-
mental rights under dictatorships, authoritarian regimes and 

even in democracies in crisis.  

Please submit Mass Intentions and bulletin announcements before 
Wednesday at 1:00 PM to  

standrebessetteparish@vermontcatholic.org 

St. Vincent’s  Steeple Cross Memorial—April 
In memory of our Parents: Raoul & Rejeanne Roberge 

Robert & Muriel Starr 

By  Claudette & John Starr 

Religious Education Class 
Religious Education class for April is scheduled to be at 8am on 

Sunday, April 11 2021 via ZOOM. 

Message 
Dear Parishioners, 

 

With the recent surge in COVID cases in our area (a 

couple of our parishioners too) and with the recommendations 

from the state, the Weekend in-person service has been can-

celled for 04.10.2021 and 04.11.2021. The Masses will be 

livestreamed on Facebook and on our parish webpage. The 

bulletin will be available outside the SHJ Church. The Religious 

Education class will also be done via Zoom.  

I will continue celebrating the weekday Masses in pri-

vate until Thursday. We will have Adoration on April 16, 2021, 

if everything goes on well. It is really sad to miss seeing you 

during the weekend Masses. I know how important the Sun-

day Mass is for everyone of you. It is the Lord’s day and we 

like to spend that day with the Lord. Moreover, it is the Sunday 

of Divine Mercy this weekend. Let us pray for one another for 

the Mercy of the Lord that everyone in our parish and in the 

world is cleansed by the mercy of the Lord. 

The state is doing contact tracing of those who attend-

ed the Easter Vigil Mass and the Easter Sunrise service. There is 

no need of any panic for it was not an outbreak, but it is better 

to be safe than being sorry. The state is very happy about our 

arrangements in our Church. I am thankful to all who have 

been of great help to follow the covid guidelines.  

Let us all pray that our Patron intercedes for all of us. 

 

Thank you so much! 

 

Fr Paul 

Announcement 

There will be NO weekday Masses for public until Thursday in 
our parish. Fr Paul will be celebrating the Masses in private. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MONTHLY BREAKFAST 
  
The Knights of Columbus Council 7943 will hold its monthly family 
breakfast from 8:00 AM to 11:00 AM at the Sacred Heart Church 
Hall on April 18th (Every 3rd Sunday) to benefit families in need. 
Eat-in or Takeout is available. All you can eat—$9.00 (6-12 years of 
age $5.00 and under 6 - FREE). There is a Monthly basket raffle. We 
will be following all Covid guidelines. If you would have any ques-
tions, please contact Deborah @ 673- 7510 or George @ 323-2470.   



Divine Mercy Sunday 

 

Origin of Divine Mercy Sunday, the Divine Mercy image, the 

Chaplet, and the Novena 

 

Saint Faustina: Mankind’s need for the message of Divine Mercy took 

on dire urgency in the 20th Century, when civilization began to experi-

ence an “eclipse of the sense of God” and, therefore to lose the under-

standing of the sanctity and inherent dignity of human life. In the 1930s, 

Jesus chose a humble Polish nun, St. Maria Faustina Kowalska, to re-

ceive private revelations concerning Divine Mercy that were recorded in 

her Diary. St. John Paul II explains: “This was precisely the time when 

those ideologies of evil, nazism and communism, were taking shape. 

Sister Faustina became the herald of the one message capable of off-

setting the evil of those ideologies, that fact that God is mercy—the truth 

of the merciful Christ. And for this reason, when I was called to the See 

of Peter, I felt impelled to pass on those experiences of a fellow Pole that 

deserve a place in the treasury of the universal Church.”—Pope Saint 

John Paul II, Memory and Identity (2005) 

 

Divine Mercy Sunday: St. Faustina’s Diary records 14 occasions when 

Jesus requested that a Feast of Mercy (Divine Mercy Sunday) be ob-

served, for example: “My daughter, tell the whole world about My in-

conceivable mercy. I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shel-

ter for all souls, and especially for poor sinners. On that day the very 

depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces 

upon those souls who approach the Fount of My mercy. The soul that 

will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion shall obtain com-

plete forgiveness of sins and punishment. … Let no soul fear to draw 

near to Me. … It is My desire that it be solemnly celebrated on the first 

Sunday after Easter. Mankind will not have peace until it turns to the 

Fount of My Mercy.”—St. Faustina, Diary, no. 699 

 

 On May 5, 2000, five days after the canonization of St. Fausti-

na, the Vatican decreed that the Second Sunday of Easter would hence-

forth be known as Divine Mercy Sunday. 
 
The Image: Jesus appeared to St. Faustina in a vision, with his right 

hand raised in a blessing and his left touching his garment above his 

heart. Red and white rays emanate from his heart, symbolizing the blood 

and water that was poured out for our salvation and our sanctification. 

The Lord requested that “Jesus, I trust in You” be inscribed under his 

image. Jesus asked that his image be painted and venerated throughout 

the world: “I promise that the soul that will venerate this image will not 

perish” (Diary, no. 48) and “By means of this image I will grant many 

graces to souls” (Diary, no. 742). 
 
The Chaplet of Divine Mercy: The Chaplet was also given to St. 

Faustina with this promise: “Encourage souls to say the chaplet which I 

have given you” (Diary, no. 1541). “Whoever will recite it will receive 

great mercy at the hour of death. … Even if there were a sinner most 

hardened, if he were to recite this chaplet only once, he would receive 

grace from My infinite mercy. I desire that the whole world know My 

infinite mercy” (Diary, no. 687). (Instructions for its recitation are pro-

vided on a separate page.) 
 
The Divine Mercy Novena: Jesus gave St. Faustina nine intentions for 

which to pray the Chaplet beginning on Good Friday and ending on the 

Saturday before Divine Mercy Sunday. (http://www.ewtn.com/

devotionals/mercy/novena.htm) (Divine Mercy Sunday | USCCB) 

Many Thanks... 

Thanks to Nicole Pion, Rose Bathalon and other 

Ladies who decorated the church, the Eucharis-

tic Ministers and Choir members, Knights for 

helping us to have a wonderful Holy Week ser-

vice. You are appreciated and prayers assured. 

ST ANDRE BESSETTE RAFFLE  
 

Tickets will be drawn on June 20, 2021 

( $100 donation) 
 

Please Make Donation Checks Payable 

to: 

St Andre Bessette Parish 
 

(In the event all 100 tickets are not sold, this will become a 50-50 

raffle. 50% of the proceeds to prizes and 50% to the general fund.) 

Contact: # 802-221-1330  

ORDINATIONS 

Please mark your calendars and remember that on 

Saturday, June 19th at 10:00am at St. Joseph Cathe-

dral, Rev. Mr. Robert Murphy will be ordained to 

the Holy Priesthood and Mr. Gregory Caldwell will 

be ordained to the Transitional Diaconate.  

Easter Home Alone Dinner 
Thanks to John & Claudette Starr, Sherry Howard, Kevin & 

Jana Therrien, Andre & Wilma Therrien & 

Becky Therrien for a wonderful Easter Home 

Alone Dinner. You are appreciated.  
 

Yeah! You fed the hungry!!! 

Parish Prayer 
St. Andre Bessette we implore your intercession 

for our parish named in your honor. 

May your example of devotion and love for St. Joseph,  

guide us with your prayers, so that our parish becomes an  

Inspirational light shining for all souls  

in our surrounding communities 

St. Joseph, Zealous Defender of Christ, 

Protector of the Holy Church, Pillar of Families, 

 And Comforter of the Afflicted, pray for us. 

Online Giving… 
 St. Andre Bessette Parish is excited to offer online giving 
for one-time as well as recurring gifts! Simply make a secure do-
nation via electronic check or debit/credit using the form on this 
page. https://shsvsi.com/give  

Weekly Offertory 

We will have the data of Easter collection in the next week’s bul-
letin. People can mail this week’s offertory to the parish. You are 

appreciated. This week’s bulletins will be available outside SHJ 
Church, Troy. 

https://shsvsi.com/give


April 10–16, 2021 FOR THE DIOCESE OF BURLINGTON

It is easy for human beings to become overwhelmed by 
words. Endless news reports, social media and idle chatter 
consume so much time and energy, and to what end?

All too often words are set against each other for reasons of 
power, correctness, control or manipulation. There seems to be 
a war going on in this “world of word-craft.”

During His sacred Passion, our blessed Lord experienced 
this in His humanity, but rather than engaging it, he put an 
end to it by fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy: “He was oppressed, and 
he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a lamb that 
is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is 
silent, so he did not open his mouth” (Is 53:7).

As He is, so we are to be.
We rationalize, however, the avalanche of words coming at 

us, or from us, by insisting that it is necessary for work or to 
stay updated, connected and informed; this may be partially 
accurate. But more importantly is the answer to the question 
of whether any, or all, of these words lead us and others deeper 
into relationship with Jesus Christ, the Word Incarnate.

In short, all of our words are to be at the service of the 
Divine Word. This reality is certainly on full display in the 
homilies of St. John Chrysostom, known as “Golden-Mouth” 
for the eloquence with which he preached in the fourth and 
early fifth centuries. Or, fast-forwarding roughly 800 years, 
we may note the thorough and unparalleled rhetoric of St. 
Thomas Aquinas.

And yet, isn’t it interesting that this year the Church asks 
us to consider St. Joseph, the man called by God to be the 
husband of and protector and provider for His most perfect 
creature, our Blessed Mother, and the foster-father of His Son, 
the Word made flesh.

And what’s more is that this saintly man never utters one 
word in the entirety of Sacred Scripture! It would be unreason-
able to believe that St. Joseph never spoke during the course of 
his earthly life, but we can be certain that nothing he ever said 

was deemed by God to be necessary for our salvation since it is 
not included in Sacred Scripture.

At this time in the Church’s history, we are confronted by 
the “secret life” of St. Joseph, particularly in his relationship to 
the Mother of God and the Incarnate Word.

To remain close to Jesus and Mary and grow in one’s 
relationship with them — as St. Joseph did — requires faith, 
hope, love, trust, commitment and sacrifice. Certainly, doubt 
and anxiety are a part of life, but they become manageable the 
more one’s soul follows the will of God, is in union with His 
Word and strengthened by His grace.

Let us, then, take every opportunity to engage more 
fervently and robustly a life a prayer, especially time with 
our Lord in Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament, and 
meditate with our Blessed Mother and St. Joseph on the life of 
Christ through the Mysteries of the Holy Rosary. For the more 
consistently this becomes the desire of our soul and practice of 
our life, the more we, like St. Joseph in union with the Blessed 
Mother and safeguarded by God’s Almighty Word, will love 
the Church, fight to defend Her dignity and honor, protect Her 
children from the terror of demons and work for the salvation 
of souls so that God’s faithful may experience the grace of a 
happy death.

These may be beautiful and powerful words, but unless 
and until they propel us to be caught up in our fascination 
with the Divine Word of God, we will remain perplexed by 
the faithful and committed silence of St. Joseph — a man 
who reveals in God’s Providence that words are oftentimes 
overrated, but the relationship we have to the Word Incarnate 
is what truly transforms our life, our family, our culture, our 
history and our vocation.

St. Joseph, pray for us.
— Father James Dodson is vocation director  

for the Diocese of Burlington
From the Spring 2021 issue of Vermont Catholic magazine.

Divine  Word’Divine  Word’‘Our words are to be at the service of the 



tive Director — Vermont Talent Pipeline Management 
Program, Vermont Business Roundtable. Learn more: www.
vermontcatholic.org/event/vermont-catholic-profes-
sionals-virtual-event-2/

05|01 SATURDAY
Our Lady of Fatima Devotions
Holy Family, Essex Junction • 8 am
Rosary, Confessions, Mass at 8:30 am.

05|08 SATURDAY
Food Drive at Cathedral of  
St. Joseph and St Mark Churches
Burlington • 9 - 11 am

The Knights of Columbus de Goesbriand Council # 275 is con-
ducting a food drive at both churches, with drop-off in the 
parking lot of nonperishable food items to benefit the North 
End Food Pantry. Please consider making a donation. 

05|13 THURSDAY
The Ascension of the Lord
Solemnity
We commemorate the day Jesus ascended 

into heaven. Read about the Ascension in Acts 1: 6-12. 

05|23 SUNDAY
Pentecost
Solemnity
We commemorate the day the Holy Spirit 

descended upon the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Apostles. 
Read about Pentecost in Acts 2: 1-13.

04|11 SUNDAY
Divine Mercy Sunday Devotions
Holy Family, Essex Junction • 2 - 4 pm
The devotions will begin with Confession 

from 2 – 3 PM, followed by Exposition of the Blessed  
Sacrament and singing of the Divine Mercy Chaplet.

04|14 WEDNESDAY
Parent Cafe — Blessed are  
They That Mourn
Zoom • 7:30 - 8:15 pm

Join Michael Hagan and Terri McCormack to discuss how 
suffering equips us with the strength to comfort and under-
stand others. Short presentation on the second Beatitude, 
discussion, and prayer. www.vermontcatholic.org/
event/parent-cafe-blessed-are-they-that-mourn/

04|17 SATURDAY 
Msgr. Thomas Ball — 10th 
Anniversary Memorial Mass
Cathedral of St. Joseph, Burlington • 8 am

Msgr. Thomas Ball was a long-time rector of The Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception in downtown Burlington. The 
Knights of Columbus honor guard will be present along with 
Celia Asbel as Music Director.

04|28 WEDNESDAY
Vermont Catholic Professionals 
Virtual Event
Zoom • 8 - 9 am

Our April guest speaker is Mary Anne Sheahan, Execu-

DIOCESE OF BURLINGTON 
CAREERS

Diocese: Staff Accountant

The Loretto Home, Rutland: Director of 
Nursing — Up to $7,500 Sign-on Bonus!

The Loretto Home, Rutland: Full-Time and 
Part-Time LNA or Nurse Aide – $500 Sign-
On Bonus for Full-Time!

St. Joseph Kervick Home, Rutland:  
Full-Time and Part-Time LNA or Nurse 
Aide — $500 Sign-On Bonus for  
Full-Time!

The School of Sacred Heart Saint Francis de 
Sales, Bennington: Principal

For More Info:  
vermontcatholic.org/careers

Upcoming Events

vermontcatholic.org/marriagechallenge

CHALLENGES  
TO GROW  

YOUR  
MARRIAGE

DIVINE MERCY

APRIL 11–17, 2021 Loveoneanother

Ask Jesus for Divine Mercy in your marriage  
by praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet together:  

www.thedivinemercy.org/message/devotions/pray-the-chaplet

To learn more or 
make a gift visit: 
christourhopevt.org.

Goal: $9,582,456

As of  
March 31, 2021: 
$4,392,707

46%

vermontcatholic.org/careers
http://www.christourhopevt.org

