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351 NORTH AVENUE 
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June, 1987 Most Reverend 
John A. Marshall 
Bishop of Burlington 

 
 

My Dear Priests, Religious and Faithful Laity of St. Joseph Parish: 

 
Vatican Council II spoke of the family as a "little church"; "wherever two or three are gathered 

together in My name, there am I in the midst  of  them" (Mt 18,20).  And  from  time immemorial 
we have spoken of the parish in terms of a family. 

St. Joseph Parish is,  and  always  has  been,  a  family  of  families,  a  number  of  "little  churches", 
who contribute their time  and  talent,  their  faith  and  love,  their  spiritual  and  material  resources  for 
the greater good of one another,  for  the  greater  good  of  the  diocesan  church,  and  for  the  greater 
good of the civic community as well. 

The History of St. Joseph Parish, 1830-1987 beautifully illustrates these truths. 
The first efforts to  establish  a  parish  for  the  Franco-American  community  in  Burlington  dis- 

solved when French-speaking  priests  withdrew  from  the  area  but  the  families  remained  united  to 
one  another.  Their  spiritual  bonds  were  so  strong  that,  once  the  parish  was  established  in  1850 
and then given a firm foundation  by  Bishop  deGoesbriand,  neither  lack  of  finances,  nor  an  uncer- 
tain future from time to time could shake the  faith  of  this  family  of  families,  this  large  parish  of 
"little churches". 
ꞏ It is good that the history of St.  Joseph Parish has  been told in such a way  that its family spirit  
has come through clearly on every page. The authors agree with Hilaire Belloc that 

"The evidence upon which we base our historical conclusions must include much more than 
documents, much more than  recorded statements.  We also have  tradition.  Memories  passed 
on from one generation to another tend, of course, to be distorted and,  if  they  are  written 
down very late, will often contain false elements of mere legend. But on the other hand, tra- 
dition  is sincere;  it is broad-based;  and  over and  over again ... upon the discovery of fur- 
ther corroboration, it turns out to be true:' 

The History of St. Joseph  Parish,  1830-1987  tells  the  story  of  the parish  whenever  possible in 
the words of those who witnessed the events. There are  numerous  accounts  of  older  parishioners, 
which also include the recollections of their parents. And of course, many of  us can  testify  to  the 
vitality of its parish renewal since Vatican Council II. 

It is with deep appreciation, therefore, that I write to  congratulate  the History  Committee  for 
their industry and perseverance and to thank all those who have assisted them in any way to pre- 
serve this truly heartwarming story of the first parish  for  Franco-Americans in  New  England.  I 
pray that The History of St. Joseph Parish, 1830-1987 will nourish this family of faith, which we 
know as St. Joseph Parish, for years to come. 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 
Robert F. Joyce 
Retired 
Bishop of Burlington 

 
 
 
 

SAINT JOSEPH'S HOME 
243 North Prospect Street 

Burlington, Vermont 05401 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June, 1987 
 
 

Dear Clergy, Religious and Faithful of St. Joseph Church: 

 
Every day I live near and see the granite monument marking the location of the first St. Joseph 

Church, built here in 1850. It is a truly historical spot, since from here came St. Francis Church in 
Winooski, and the present St. Joseph Church in Burlington. And it had wider importance  and 
meaning as the first French speaking Nationality parish in New England. 

What a heritage those good pioneers left us, what an example of faith and fidelity and love, 
what an influence has been exerted on all the generations since. 

And now we celebrate one hundred years of the  present St. Joseph Church,  ever ancient,  ever  
new, fulfilling the mission Christ gave for generations past and to come. It would be impossible to 
measure its contributions to the Church and to the world, and  to  count  the multitudes  of  people 
who have learned there that Christ is "the Way, the Truth and the Life:' 

May God bless this wonderful parish and its people for generations to come.  The Church  and 
the world are indebted to it beyond the power of words to express. 

 
 

,1- 
 

 
Robert F.-Joyce 

Retired Bishop of Burlington 
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FOREWORD 
 

The Second Vatican Council gave us the concept of the 
Church as the "People of God:' It described this "People" as 
very much a "Pilgrim People:' The Church here on earth is 
not perfect. It has a goal of  leading  its members  to union 
and perfection with God, but in the process are included 
much joy and hope, many struggles, and sometimes heavy 
crosses. The human condition does not make for instant 
holiness or easy salvation. The one saving factor in the 
process is that God has promised His abiding presence with 
the Church. For those with a sense of perception, God's 
providential grace is clear in the life  of  the  Church. 
Founded upon Peter and the Apostles,  and  continued 
through the ages in the Bishop of Rome and the Bishops 
united with him, God guides individuals and families, par- 
ishes and dioceses, to make available  the saving graces  to 
the people He has called to be His own. 

The  History  Committee,  1978-1987,  of  St.   Joseph Par- 
ish, renders a priceless service to all of us in helping us to 
perceive Divine Grace in action among a very special por- 
tion of God's people. It is apparent that this is a Pilgrim 
People, with joys, and struggles and crosses. The work tells 
of these, but as every true study and presentation of his- 
tory should be, this History of Saint Joseph Parish, 1830- 
1987, is much more than mere recounting of important or 
interesting data. While the recounting is done with great 
completeness and accuracy, there is clearly the message 
throughout that the historical details add up to the proof 

. that God is faithful to His promises. He has called  the 
people of St. .Josep h's to live the Catholic faith.  Through 
this faith life, He has provided the strength and grace to 
overcome obstacles. He has given a  richness  of  life which 
is truly a foretaste of the wonders of eternal life. 

For anyone like myself, with a great emotional attach- 
ment and love for St. Joseph's, the reading of this History 

gives great satisfaction for the present  and  increased 
strength of faith for the future. It is like the driver of a car 
looking in the rear view mirror which helps to assure safe 
forward progress. By knowing how beautifully and com- 

pletely God has provided for His people in the past, we ex- 
perience comfort, and face the future with trust and peace. 

Franco-Americans from throughout New England will find 
real value in reading this History. There is, of course, the 

interesting account  of  how  this first  parish for people of 
French and Canadian heritage came into being. Far more 

meaningful, however, is the careful description of the 
thinking of the people of every age about why a special 
parish was so important to them. The same  motivation 
which urges people to search out their roots comes into 

function here. We learn for our own benefit not only what 
happened in times past,  but  more  especially  why  people 

did the things they did. We admire the intelligence and 
logic which motivated them. 

Thus it is in this History. We are given clear insights into 
the reasons why the first Catholics from Canada who set- 
tled in the Burlington area had their minds set on a parish 
of their own. The dynamic of the melting pot vs. the mo- 
saic processes of people coming together in the United 
States was at work even at that time, although it probably 
would not have been described in such terms then. Those 
early Franco-Americans had a sense of the uniqueness of 
their culture and value systems. Some would argue simplis- 
tically that the group fell prey  to the temptation  to create 
a ghetto for security in order to preserve their own ways 
and customs. This History uncovers the truth that the wis- 
dom of the parish founders and those of influence in the 
parish over the years led to the fostering of a community 
life which would bring a unique richness  to its members. 
It would be based upon a heritage in which the practice of 
the Catholic faith was paramount. This wisdom saw the 
best way of contributing solid values and stability to the 
larger communities of the Diocese and the Church, the 
State and the Nation, was to be a close and supportive 
community of faith living out that unique plan God had 
designed for this group of His people. The special heritage, 
gifts and qualities found here make a contribution of 
beauty to the total mosaic of the human family which re- 
flects God's wonder and perfection. 

The message is evident in the events which led the sev- 
eral hundred original members of the parish to seek and 
obtain French National parish status. A host of persons 
gave leadership to the growth of the parish. Among these 
the strength and depth of faith of the Bretons in France had 
incomparable influence in the persons of Bishop Louis 
deGoesbriand and Monsignor Jerome Marie Cloarec. 
These apostolic giants gave clarity to the wisdom of the St. 
Joseph Parish message for all those life-filled decades du- 
ring the last half of the 19th century and well into the 20th. 
Many other names, some familiar and some little known, 
come to life and influence as the History describes them 
and their activities in the parish. Interesting biographies 
add even more stories to complete the overall message. 

Emphasis  in  the  History  is  placed  upon  the  role  of the 
clergy. A simplistic explanation of this would be that the 
times led to a system of life in which the clergy were domi- 
nant. While there is some truth in this, a more profound 
message comes through. It is the truth of the place of the 
Word and the Sacraments in the  life  of  this  community. 
The ministry of  the  clergy  has special importance  because 
it is linked so essentially to preaching the Word and admin- 
istering the Sacraments. The clarification of the roles of all 
the baptized as given to us in Vatican Council II has not les- 
sened the importance of the ministry of the ordained. Hap- 
pily, the faithful of St. Joseph's have and continue to appre- 
ciate  this  truth.  Only  with  the  full  ministry  of  Word and 
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Sacrament is any Church community to be built upon a 
firm foundation. 

Flowing from the revelation of God's message and the 
channels of grace provided for His Church is the necessity 
for instruction in and greater enlightenment about these 
truths. Education is a challenge in any sphere of knowl- 
edge. Teaching the truths about God requires special com- 
mitment and sacrifice. The History gives the inspirational 
account of members of Religious Communities, dedicated 
parents, concerned clergy and parishioners, who shared 
their talents and their very lives to build school buildings 
and conduct classes in an atmosphere where God's truth 
could be absorbed and lived. Deep gratitude is due to those 
who provided such educational opportunities. The reading 
of this History assists all of us who benefited from this 
apostolate to render due thanks to God and all those good 
people who should be acknowledged and are properly re- 
corded here. 

The occasion of this History is to help in the fitting ob- 
servance of the centennial of the present St. Joseph's church 
building. Both the 1850 church and the present one assume 
new importance as one reads of the care and sacrifices 
which made them possible. It is so easy to take a church 
building for granted when it is there for use. How different 
it is when we read of the careful planning and work that 
brought about such treasures as the windows of the 1850 
church and the altars, statues, paintings, other art work  
and general construction of the 1887 church. A certain dis- 
comfort is evident and understandable in the accounts of 

ꞏ the renovations of 1969 which removed cherished objects 
like the painting of the Last Supper over the main altar. All 
through the History the church building receives its rightful 
place as the center of the life of the parish where the com- 
munity gathers to be united with God, especially in the 
Eucharist. 

Capturing the work of Divine Providence is also re- 
corded in such spiritual movements as the establishment 
and functions of confraternities, societies, choirs, clubs and 
organizations, as well as in the more mundane enterprises 
of acquiring properties for rectories, convents, schools and 
cemeteries. In truth, the story unfolds as one of a loving 
Father providing a family community in which the mem- 
bers share their gifts of faith and life. 

Times change, and the History records so much that has 
changed during these years from 1830 to 1987. We thus 
witness that the approach to ministry has changed from 
pastor to team and from designated ministers to more gen- 
eral sharing. Pedagogical methods have changed from the 
Baltimore Catechism to greater dialogue and discussion in 
theological reasoning. Language has changed from French 
to English, and from Latin to the vernacular. Ritual has 
changed. In these and many other areas, the History re- 
cords the changes. This could be disturbing and unsettling. 
But the constant truth which calms and enlightens is pre- 
sented to us. God's saving grace is always available. The 
people of St. Joseph's have invoked that grace in every age. 
St. Joseph's has a rich past, a vibrant present, and a future 
filled with hope. The reading of this History will convince 
those who might doubt, and confirm and enlighten those 
who have known only part of the story. 

The dedication of this History is to all who have been in- 
volved in any way in the life of the parish over  the years. 
The fortunate readers of the History, like myself, dedicate 
and offer grateful prayers for the generous members of the 
History Committee of St. Joseph Parish, 1983-1987. May 
God  bless  them.  They  have given  us a  most  precious gift. 

 
Most  Reverend  Louis E. Gelineau, D.D. 

Bishop  of Providence 

 

Most Reverend 
Louis E. Gelineau, D.D. 
Bishop of Providence 
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PREFACE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Having had the  privilege  of  serving for 15 years as one  
of the pastors of Team Ministry of St. Joseph Parish Family, 
I gratefully offer some pastoral remarks to preface this Par- 
ish History- the story behind the history! 

About one decade ago, I looked ahead to 1983, the be- 
ginning of the 100th Anniversary of St. Joseph Church on 
Allen Street. After prayer and consultation with parish 
leaders, it was decided that the 100th Anniversary of the 
church building should be a special milestone. It should be 
an occasion for the restoration of the physical building, as 
well as the spiritual renewal of the  people  (the  living 
stones) who make up the Church (God's People). 

It also seemed most appropriate that we should compile 
an authentic history of this Faith Community from its be- 
ginning to the present time. 

A Church Centennial Committee was appointed. The 
General Chairman of this committee was Mr. Robert G. 
Keenan. The original Chairman of the History Committee 
was Fr. Frank Prive. When Fr. Prive was transferred to the 
Diocesan Office of Youth Ministry, Miss Veronique Cas- 
sette was named Chairperson, while Fr. Prive continued as 
an active committee member. 

In 1960, Rev. Joseph N. Couture, S.S.E., a native son of 
St. Joseph Parish, submitted to St. Michael's College the 

"History of St. Joseph's of Burlington, Vt" as his Master's 
Thesis. This dissertation  contained valuable  information 
and has been referred to extensively during the writing of 
this History. To Fr. Joseph Couture, we are most grateful. 

The foundation of this present History is  the work  of Miss 
Veronique Cassette. Accompanied by Fr. Prive, she traveled 

to Boston, to Montreal and to Chambly,  P.Q., where she 
researched the respective Archdiocesan, Dioce- san and 

Parish Archives. She also spent many hours of re- 

 
search on her own. My thanks are extended to Miss Cas- 
sette to whom we are indebted for her dedicated work in 
formulating the first draft of this History and to the Editor- 
ial Board who reviewed it. 

Then came the work of final editing and preparing the 
finished product for the printer and indexer. 

For this, we are indebted to Robert Keenan, Fr. Prive and 
Patricia King. The persistent efforts of this team of three 
brought this History to a happy reality. I wish to express 
my deep appreciation to Fr. Prive for his devoted efforts, 
for the use of his personal computer and his genuine inter- 
est in this project. To Patricia King, I extend my gratitude 
for typing this document through its many revisions. 

For his competent direction as General Chairman of the 
St. Joseph Church Centennial Committee and for the un- 
told hours of work in the preparation of this Parish His- 
tory, I express to Robert Keenan my personal thanks and 
the indebtedness of all who will benefit from and enjoy this 
authentic history. His leadership exacted quality and accur- 
acy that will benefit every reader. 

These pages provide the story of the Faith Community 
of St. Joseph Parish. We see herein the struggles and ac- 
complishments of a people (clergy and laity) who have 
been a witness to Faith in the Burlington area and to the 
Diocese. 

May the motto of this believing community continue to 
be that of our Church Centennial celebration ... 

 
"Unless the Lord build the house, they labor in vain who 
build it:' (Ps. 127) 

 
Fr.  Bernard Messier 

for the 
Team Ministry 


