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CHAPTER X: 
The Latter Years of Msgr. Cloarec's Pastorate 

On January 14, 1903, Rev. William Plamondon became 
pastor of the new St. Anthony of Padua Church, recon- 
structed from the 1850 St. Joseph Church and located on 
what is now Flynn Avenue. This second division of St. 
Joseph Parish was designed to minister to the French Cana- 
dians living in Lakeside and adjacent areas of the south end 
of Burlington. The dividing line was Howard Street, with 
an imaginary extension to South Burlington. French Cana- 
dians living south of that line were assigned to St. Anthony 
Church. As a result, the French Canadians of St. Joseph 
Parish were becoming more concentrated in the central sec- 
tion of Burlington. 

By 1904 a new St. Joseph Rectory was needed and a par- 
ish assembly convened to discuss plans for it. Apparently 
the parishioners wanted it built on the site of  two houses 
on Elmwood Avenue, and Msgr. Cloarec decided to con- 
sent to their desires, according to the Annales. The plan 
was drawn up and Clement Beaupre was placed in charge 
of the overall construction and Bruno Alberts, the ma- 
sonry. The benefactor who had donated  the redstone for 
the church , William H. Root, had died on March 11, 1886, 
but his widow had the quarry reopened and donated the 
stone to Msgr. Cloarec. Time has proven the masonry work 
to have been of such high quality that it is still in excellent 
condition. Expenses for the rectory were $14,588 in 1904, 
with only $4,195 collected for this purpose. 

The rectory is built in the Colonial Revival style, a large, 
square building two and one-half stories high, with a slate 
covered hip roof and a rear ell. Unlike the church, the rec- 
tory is trimmed with pink granite. The interior is laid out 
around a center stair hall. A unique feature is the finishing 
of the walls and ceilings of the first floor in decorative, 
stamped sheet metal, a material in use at that period. 

A Burlington Free Press article of October 1904 men- 
tioned that Msgr. Cloarec observed the Feast of St. Jerome 

as usual with the children of St. Joseph and of Nazareth 
Schools, for which celebration the schools were closed. 
Several priests were invited for dinner at the old rectory. 

Construction of the new rectory continued during 1905 with 
expenses of $11,371 and receipts  of $3,984.  The priests 

moved into the new rectory in early January 1906. 
The   important   event   of  that 

year was the arrival of Rev. Jean 
Marie Billon as curate. He was 
born in Locronan,  Brittany, 
March 7, 1881. He studied at the 
Grand Seminary of Quimper and 
at Montreal, where he was or- 
dained on December 23,  1905. 
He came to St. Joseph Parish im- 
mediately after ordination. This 
priest  made it possible  to have an 

additional Sunday Mass. Masses 
were scheduled for 7:00, 8:00, 

Re\( Jean-Marie Billon, curate 
at St. Joseph Church, January 
1, 1906- March 21, 1920 

St. Joseph Rectory, corner of Elmwood Avenue and Peru Street, built 
1904 -1905 

9:00 and 10:30 on Sunday mornings and on feast days at 
5:30, 7:00, 8:00, 9:00 and 10:00 AM. Fr. Billon was ex- 
tremely popular with the school children, who flocked 
around him the moment he appeared. 
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Monsignor Cloarec in his later years 

 
 
 

On January 2, 1908, Msgr. Cloarec was named Adminis- 
trator of the Diocese, due to Bishop Michaud's failing 
health. 

During this same year there was a special celebration, 
Msgr. Cloarec's 50th Anniversary of Priesthood. A Bur- 
lington Free Press article of June 27, 1908, heralded this 
celebration of Msgr. Cloarec 's Golden Jubilee (Appendix 
J-5). It also contained a notice that souvenir badges were 
available at Treffle Duhamel's and at Gosselin Brothers' 
Drug Store. 

The celebration began on the evening of June 29 at a re- 
ception held by Les Enfants de Marie at St. Joseph Rectory. 
Addresses were given by Miss Elizabeth St. Pierre (Appen- 
dix 1-18) and "by little Miss Blanche Simays", later Mrs. 
Roch Lavigne. The latter would have been barely six years 
old at the time. Miss Marie Chaperon and Miss Elizabeth 
Michaud were soloists. The Sociality (Les Enfants de 
Marie) presented Msgr. Cloarec with $100 in gold. Bishop 
Michaud was present. The Revs. Charles Deuiqot, OMI, 
and Herve Racette, OMI, of Lowell, Massachusetts, were 
present as they were to attend the celebration the following 
day. There are several copies of Miss St. Pierre's address 
still in the Sodality files, written in gold script on legal size 
paper. 

There is an excellent newspaper report of the event. 
Msgr. Cloarec noted in the Annales that one of the ser- 
mons was preached by Rev. Ernest Salmon, S.S.E. He also 
noted that the parishioners gave him a generous offering. 
There were 60 priests in attendance; the priests of the dio- 
cese presented him with a gold chalice. 

Bishop Michaud travelled to Lourdes later that year ac- 
companied by Fr. William Plamondon and Dr. Daniel A. 
Shea of Burlington, hoping to restore his health. He did not 
obtain the cure he sought and started his return trip. He 
reached New York City where he died on December  22, 
1908. He was buried in the Crypt of the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception in Burlington on December 28. His 
remains, and those of other bishops in the Crypt, were 
transferred to the diocesan cemetery, Resurrection Park in 
South Burlington, in October 1972. 

The year 1909 marked the 300th anniversary of the dis- 
covery of Lake Champlain. This was probably when Les 
Chevaliers de Champlain was organized. Some of our par- 
ishioners may remember this organization, which only 
lasted a few years. A few badges are still preserved. The 
Chaplain's badge, displayed at the Diocesan Archives, 
bears the picture of Samuel de Champlain. The celebration 
on July 4 included a solemn High Mass at St. Joseph 
Church, preceded by Confirmation of 131 persons by 
Bishop Z. Racicot, Auxiliary Bishop of Montreal. A large 
platform had been erected at the Burlington waterfront and 
a choir chanted Vespers in the afternoon. 

This July 4th entry is the last record in the Annales kept 
by Msgr. Cloarec. No reason is given for the discontinu- 
ance. From a note made by Rev. Joseph Gillis in the 
Bishop's Diary on August 6, Msgr. Cloarec apparently had 
an accident. He got caught in some wire and fractured his 
ankle. He was expected to be in bed a long time as he was 
76 years of age. At this time, he wrote his Will which was 
never revised. 

On the same date, Fr. Gillis also noted that  the  late 
Bishop Michaud had arranged for the Redemptorist Fathers 
of Saratoga to give the clergy retreats that year and also the 
retreat for the "Ladies of St. Joseph,  No.  Prospect Street: ' 
He added that the  Mother  Superior  disregarded  the 
Bishop's directions and engaged a Jesuit Father. The Jesuits 
had given all their retreats during the preceding 15  years. 
One senses amazement on the part of Fr. Gillis. Apparently 
he was not aware of the true identity of  the Daughters  of  
the Heart of Mary and the  fact  that  in  spiritual  matters 
they were not under the direction of the local  bishop  and 
that their formation was Jesuit. 

Bishop Michaud was suc- 
ceeded by Bishop Joseph Rice on 
April 10, 1910. Msgr.  Cloarec 
was appointed to the Diocesan 
Board of Prosynodal Examiners 
on August 9, 1910, and re-ap- 
pointed as Vicar General a d 
Consul tor. 

Msgr. Cloarec was a good sub- 
ject for the Burlington Free Press 

Msgr. Cloarec noted that Bishop Michaud's health did 
not permit him to attend the ceremonies but that he had 
come to offer his congratulations during the evening. 

as its articles reported extensively 
on his activities.  On  June  2, 
1913, the paper announced that 

Most Reverend Joseph J. Rice, 
Third Bishop of Burlington, 
1910 -1938 
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Rt. Rev. J.M. Cloarec, Vicar General of the Diocese, would 
leave on June 21 for three months in Europe. It was 20 
years since he had been to Europe and he had never seen 
the Pope. His plans for this trip included an audience with 
Pope Pius X. He also planned to visit his nephews on this 
trip. He sailed from Montreal on June 18, the day after his 
80th birthday. At Masses before his departure, Msgr. 
Cloarec reviewed his pastorate of 42 years, beginning with 
the clearing of the debt on the 1850 church through the 
building of the present church, now also debt-free. 

Msgr. Cloarec's return to Burlington on September 15, 
was the usual triumphal entry. He was met at the train and 

escorted to the rectory. Parishioners lined Elmwood 
Avenue, with fireworks display along the route. The bells 
pealed 80 times in honor of his 80 years (Appendix J-6). 
On the following evening there was a formal welcoming 
ceremony. It was highlighted by an address in French by 
Francois Xavier Joachim as he presented the purse from 

the parishioners. Mr. Joachim was the great-grandfather of 
the five sons of Edmund Joachim and Mary Killary. Part of 

the address was reproduced in French, in the Burlington 
Free Press report. Bishop Rice surprised everyone by his 

unexpected appearance at the function. Msgr. Cloarec 
brought back the benediction of Pope Pius X for his 

parishioners. 
 
 

First Holy Cross Church at Malletts Bay, built in 1915. Now serves as a 
parish hall and called Cloarec Hall 

In 1914, World War I broke out in Europe but without 
direct effect on St. Joseph Parish until  1917  when  the 
United States declared war. Native sons of the parish vol- 
unteered or were drafted. Patriotism ran high and the pres- 
ence of Fort Ethan Allen in the locality was felt. Many sac- 
rifices had to be made for the men overseas; some foods be- 
came scarce and substitutes were developed. A number of 
ladies of the parish formed a society to refute  the impres- 
sion that French Canadians were not  patriotic.  They  took 
the name of La Ligue des Patriotes Franco-Americaines 
(Appendix C-9). The Church Registers began to show 
marriages of local girls with men from distant states, sol- 
diers stationed at the Fort. 

Msgr. Cloarec founded Holy Cross Chapel at Malletts 
Bay in 1915. He contributed from his personal funds to- 
ward the costs of this chapel. Edward J. Beaupre, choir di- 
rector of St. Joseph Parish, directed a concert to raise 
money for the construction. When the present church was 
constructed next to the original Holy Cross Chapel, the lat- 
ter was renamed Cloarec Hall which serves as a parish hall 
and religious education center. Malletts Bay was a mission 
of St. Joseph Parish for five years and was served chiefly 
by Fr. Billon until 1920 when it became a parish. 

In 1918, the influenza epidemic reached Burlington. 
Schools and churches were closed. Whole families were af- 
flicted and there were many deaths. The Ladies of Nazareth 
used this time to nurse the sick in their homes. 

The premature announcement of peace in early Novem- 
ber 1918 was celebrated with wild enthusiasm. A more 
subdued response followed on November 11, the true 
Armistice Day, when the actual declaration of the end of 
the war was made. 

The Burlington Free Press published a letter written De- 
cember 18, 1918, by Edward Galuska, a Burlington boy 
serving with D Company, 101st Ammunition Train, and re- 
ceived by B.J. Pianfetti, of Winooski. It recounted the clos- 
ing events of the war. After sixty years, the tone of the let-  
ter remains impressive; the pride in the Yanks, the satisfac- 
tion in  the victory,  the confidence  of  having  been  part  of 
a worthy effort- all these feelings are most evident. 

In these closing years of his pastorate, Msgr. Cloarec had 
the services of his two capable and devoted curates, Fr. 
Lacouture and Fr. Billon, who would have been happy to 
relieve him of many of his duties. But he was a Breton and 
accustomed to carrying out his duties no matter what, and 
to being in charge. He relied on the assistance of certain 
parishioners whom he trusted and he preferred not to have 
these arrangements disturbed. He continued to carry on his 
share of parish services and to maintain the Church Regis- 
ters personally until the time of his final illness. 

His Diamond Jubilee celebrating 60 years of priesthood 
was observed in 1918 (Appendix 1-19). Some, today, may 
remember the daytime ceremonies of the school children, 
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with the Jubilee hymn "Joy! Joy! Joy!" presumably com- 
posed by one of the Daughters of the Heart of Mary. 

Despite his age, Msgr. Cloarec never lost this sense of re- 
sponsibility. This could be no more evident than when a 
phone call was received in the night for a priest to attend 
one of the Daughters of the Heart of Mary. Msgr. Cloarec 
took the call to minister to Miss Virginia Francin who was 
dying. She was one of the long-time members whom Msgr. 
Cloarec had known for many years. Characteristically, he 
went himself, walking both ways on a February night, a 
round trip of about two miles. Pneumonia resulted and 
Msgr. Cloarec died February 10, 1920. The funeral cere- 
monies on February 13 were elaborate, as detailed in a 
newspaper account. A committee from St. Joseph Parish 
went to Bishop Rice to ask that their pastor be buried 
beneath the altar in the parish chapel, where he had said 
thousands of Masses. The bishop gave his permission. 

The vault was dug and constructed under the supervi- 
sion of Alfred Richard and Peter Chastenay, both stone 
masons. Matilda Richard Rivard, Alfred's daughter, re- 
counted the difficulties due to the nature of the soil. The 
sand kept slipping into the area during the digging. The 
men worked all night in order to have the vault ready for 
the entombment. 

The pall bearers at the funeral were Fred Beaupre, Cle- 
ment Beaupre, George J. Gratton, P.E. Crady, A.N. Lussier, 
Frank Robillard, Napoleon Thomas and  Jules  Simays, 
names still familiar to many in the parish. The choir direc- 
tor was E.J. Beaupre and the organist, Fabien Beaupre. 

There is a memorial plaque beside the altar in the chapel 
above the burial site of Msgr. Cloarec. There is also a life- 
size bronze plaque of the enrobed Msgr. Cloarec on the 
west wall of the upper church next to the 12th station. 

The following is a newspaper report of his Will: 
 
 
 

Burlington Free Press 
March 30, 1920 

$10,000 bequest to parochial schools 
By the will of Monsignor Jerome M. Cloarec; late of 

this city, which was allowed in probate court yester- 
day, the parochial schools of St. Joseph's Parish re- 
ceive $10,000 for perpetual maintenance. If, for any 
unseen cause or reason, these schools are closed or 
discontinued, then this $10,000 goes to the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Burlington to maintain parochial 
schools in other parishes of the diocese. 

Other bequests in the will are as follows: St. Jo- 
seph's Orphan Asylum of Burlington $1000; Fanny 
Allen Hospital $1000; Masses for the soul of Father 

Cloarec and the souls of his deceased parents and rela- 
tives $1000; to Alfred Bernard, present sexton of St. 
Joseph's $100; to Louis Gagnon, sexton and grave dig- 
ger of Mt. Calvary Cemetery $100; to the housekeeper 
of Father Cloarec; Georgiana King $100; "for Masses 
to be celebrated in my intention" $500. The residue of 
his personal property in the United States of  America 
he gives to the poor of St. Joseph's parish. His library 
goes to St. Michael's College, his silver spoons, forks, 
etc, which bear the family initials or full name, to his 
nephew Louis Cloarec; who is a curate of a parish in 
France. 

Fr. Joseph F. Gillis of Burlington was appointed executor 
of this Will, with Frs. Norbert Proulx and J.A. Lacouture, 
also of Burlington, commissioners and appraisers of the 
estate. The Probate Court of  Chittenden  County  supplied 
the date of the Will as October 25, 1909. 

Until the arrival of the next  pastor,  Fr.  Norbert  Proulx, 
in March 1920, the parish was administered by Fr. Lacou- 
ture, assisted by Fr. Billon. 

The Breton era had closed. 
 

Brittany medallion, donated by Rev" Francois Yvinec 


