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CHAPTER XIV: 
Vatican II Initiates A Transformation 

 
 

Rev. Charles A. Marcoux was appointed pastor of St. 
Joseph Parish by Bishop Ryan on  February  13,  1956. 
Bishop Ryan's unexpected death occurred on  November 13 
of that year and on January 2, 1957, Bishop Robert F. Joyce 
became the new Bishop of the Diocese of Burlington. 

 
 

Monsignor Charles Marcoux, pastor of St. Joseph Parish, February 13, 
1956- May 1, 1970 

 

Fr. Charles A. Marcoux was born in Readsboro, Ver- 
mont on September 14, 1909, the son of Joseph Marcoux 
and Alexandrine Laflamme. He attended St. Francis de 
Sales School in Bennington and St. Hyacinthe Seminary in 
Province of Quebec, the House of Philosophy and Grand 
Seminary in Montreal, where he received the degree of 
Licentiate in Sacred Theology. He was ordained in Mon- 
treal on June 6, 1936. He served as curate at St. Joachim in 
Readsboro, St. Francis Xavier in Winooski, St. Joseph in 
Burlington, Immaculate Heart of Mary in Rutland and St. 
Dominic in Proctor. St. Anne Parish in Milton was his first 
pastorate. He was also pastor at Underhill and Richford 
before his appointment as pastor of St. Joseph Parish. 

Fr. Marcoux became Monsignor by rescript from Pope 
John XXIII on April 24, 1959. Bishop Joyce invested him on 
September 14 of that year as a domestic prelate with the 
title of Right Reverend Monsignor. 

During his service as pastor, Msgr. Marcoux was chap- 
lain of the Burlington Fire and Police Departments, a direc- 
tor of the Vermont Catholic Tribune, a member of the Dio- 
cesan Administrative Council, National Spiritual Director 
of I.:Union St. Jean Baptiste, chairman of the Diocesan 
Building Commission, and a trustee of St. Michael's Col- 
lege. 

As an indication of love and devotion to his French 
Canadian heritage, Msgr. Marcoux's personal file in the 
Diocesan Archives contains a permit from Bishop Joyce, 
dated January 2, 1965, allowing  him  to read  the  breviary 
in French rather than in English. 

In January 1960, at Msgr. Marcoux's request, Bishop 
Joyce sought permission from the Apostolic Delegate in 
Washington to denationalize St. Joseph Parish but no ac- 
tion was taken, nor is there any evidence of a reply from 
the Apostolic Delegate. Why this request for denationali- 
zation was made is unknown now. A similar request was 
made at the same time for Immaculate Heart of Mary in 
Rutland, also without a response. 

The name of Nazareth School was changed to St. Joseph 
School on July 3, 1961. Presumably the original building 
built by the "Ladies of Nazareth" was so named by them 
because there was already St. Joseph School on the Hill. 
There was no further need for the distinguishing name and 
the school was no longer staffed by these Sisters. 

The old baptistry in the rear of the church had not been 
used for many years. Baptisms had  been  administered  in 
the sacristy even in Fr. Proulx's time. Msgr. Marcoux re- 
ceived permission to perform baptisms in the rectory. 

Vatican II brought changes in every parish, especially at 
St. Joseph Parish. All titles of Permanent Pastorates were 
abolished, a privilege which had been bestowed upon the 
parish during Fr. Cloarec's pastorate. The priest was to say 
Mass facing the congregation. English was to be used in the 
liturgy, rather than Latin. Msgr. Marcoux received permis- 
sion to say the Mass in English, facing the congregation, on 
December 2, 1964. 

When Fr. Marcoux assumed the pastorate of St. Joseph 
Parish in 1956, he was faced with the double financial bur- 
den of raising funds for the convent and for the parish's  
share of the proposed diocesan high school. Permission to 
build a convent for the use of the Daughters of the Holy 
Ghost had been received in 1955. Soon afterward,  the 
bishop approved the building of a diocesan high school in 
Burlington and assigned a share of the costs to seventeen 
nearby parishes. 

The convent was built at a cost of $230,000 and dedi- 
cated on April 28, 1957, by Bishop Joyce ... a modern 
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St. Joseph Convent, 36 Allen Street, now a residence for the Brothers of  the 
Sacred Heart 

 
 

structure with a circular chapel as a feature of interest, as 
well as an enclosed courtyard. Ths Sisters moved in im- 
mediately. The building is now the residence  of  the 
Brothers of the Sacred Heart, who serve Rice  Memorial 
High School, Christ the King School, St. Francis Xavier 
School and St. Joseph School. 

In 1966-1967, the St. Joseph School and St.  Joseph 
Church boilers were converted from coal-burning to  na- 
tural gas. Also in 1966, plans for  the complete  renovation  
of the church were submitted to Right Reverend Louis E. 
Gelineau, Chancellor of the Diocese, calling for an expen- 
diture of $125,000, with a request that the parish be  al- 
lowed to borrow $95,000 of that sum. The parish  already 
had a fiscal resource of $65,000 in the Lanou Trust Fund, 
which could be used for this purpose as long as interest 
payments were maintained. Permission was granted by 
Bishop Joyce on April 18, 1967, and St. Joseph Church was 
mortgaged for $95,000 to the L'Union St. Jean Baptiste of 
Woonsocket, Rhode Island. Msgr. Marcoux opened negoti- 
ations with the Rambusch Company of  New  York  City. 
The chief architect was Robert Rambusch; Ralph P. Branon 
of Burlington was designated to work with the firm. Robert 
Rambusch's son, Harold, also was involved in the church 
renovation. 

Msgr. Marcoux and Mr. Rambusch designed fairly radi- 
cal changes in the church, eliminating the main marble al- 
tar and the side altar of the Pieta, closing off the entrance 
to the sacristy beside St. Anne's altar, installing a new bap- 
tismal font at the former site of the Pieta altar and re- 
modeling that entry. The Pieta statue had been bought in 
1877 for the 1850 church. 

The correspondence in the Diocesan Archives suggests 
that Rambusch had an enormous influence on Msgr. Mar- 
coux and that the relocation of the baptistry was the result 
of a direct suggestion by the architect, based on Cardinal 
Paul Leger's directive to the Quebec churches. The renova- 
tion work was done by the Morrissey Construction Com- 
pany of Burlington and while the work was in progress, the 
upper church was closed off to the parishioners. Services 
were held in the chapel and in the school. 

 
 
 

Present baptismal font in St. Joseph Church 
 
 

When the doors were opened on Palm Sunday, March 
31, 1969, the parishioners were finally allowed to enter the 
church. The occasion was the blessing of the new altar and 
pulpit by Bishop Joyce. 

It was indeed a beautiful sight but to many of the parish- 
ioners the disappearance of all the statues, the large cruci- 
fix, and particularly the painting of the Last Supper from 
its position above the main altar, was difficult to accept. 
The large, elevated, marble main altar had been removed 
and a small altar erected in front of the marble reredos. 
The new altar was supported by pedestals on which were 
carved figures of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. The cele- 
brant's chair had carvings of the Ship of Faith and of a 
clerical stole. The new baptismal font was octagonal. All 
these innovations, along with the blue processional cross, 
blue hanging crucifix and blue candle stands, were sug- 
gested directly by Rambusch to Msgr. Marcoux. 

 
 

Present main altar in St. Joseph Church, with Gospel writer pedestals 
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There was much speculation over the disposition of the 
sanctuary items which had been removed. Through the 
years, some information about them has surfaced. An in- 
spection of the wall above the main altar has revealed that 
the rendition of the Last Supper was painted over rather 
than removed. This was the da Vinci painting reproduced 
by Sinai: Richer and retouched by Pierre Zwick. Restoration 
was considered but this would have been contrary to the 
current liturgical guidelines and the costs would be prohib- 
itive. The greater than life-size crucifix was given to St. 
Anne's Shrine and erected on the grounds at Isle LaMotte. 
The cross still stands but the corpus deteriorated. The old 

 
 

Life-size crucifix as it appeared in St. Joseph Church before  1969.  Now  at  St. 
Anne Shrine at Isle LaMotte; only the wooden cross remains. 

 
 

Baptismal font of St. Joseph Church before 1969; top of font forms  base  of 
paschal candle of St.  Mary  Star  of  the  Sea  Church,  Newport,  redesigned  by 
Fr. Julian Laflamme 

 
 

baptismal font was stored for a time and then given to St. 
Mary Star of the Sea Church in Newport, where it is a 
beautiful addition to the decor. The elevated pulpit  which 
had been attached to one of the  pillars  was destroyed,  as 
was the marble main altar. An altar stone in storage is be- 
lieved to have been saved from that altar. Members of the 
parish were allowed to take home parts of the carved altar 
rail. A diocesan archivist retrieved the altar cross and  the 
high altar candlesticks and they are now stored in the Dio- 
cesan Archives. The large processional canopy that shel- 
tered the Blessed Sacrament as the priest carried it in pro- 

 
 
 

Altar Cross and candlesticks of St. Joseph Church before 1969, presently 
stored in the Diocesan Archives at the Bishop Brady Center 

 
 

Processional canopy for the Blessed Sacrament, formerly used at St. Joseph 
Church, now stored at Diocesan Archives at the Bishop Brady Center 

 
 

cession on solemn occasions is also stored at  the Archives. 
A certain degree of skill to maneuver this canopy was re- 
quired; four men were assigned to carry it using a pole at 
each corner. They had to act as a team, slanting their poles 
properly in the narrow side-aisles and turning corners with 
care and precision. 

Msgr. Marcoux remained fourteen years as pastor and 
then was transferred to St. Francis Xavier Church in Wi- 
nooski. Bishop Joyce had given him permission to refuse  
the change but he believed that it  was in  the best  interests 
of the Universal Church that he accept the new assignment 
and he asked to be relieved. Rev. Joseph Sullivan was  
named temporary administrator on June 10,  1969,  but 
Msgr. Marcoux remained at St. Joseph Parish until his ap- 
pointment to a new pastorate on May 1, 1970. 

Msgr. Marcoux was active in the effort to keep Burling- 
ton's parochial schools open, favoring consolidation as one 
of the means. He was awarded an honorary Doctor of Law 
Degree from St. Michael's College, where he was a trustee. 
He remained pastor at St. Francis Xavier from May 1, 1970 
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to September 1, 1973, when he resigned to devote full  time 
to his duties as Episcopal Vicar, and later as Vicar General. 
He was appointed pastor at St. Augustine Parish in Mont- 
pelier on July 1, 1975, but resigned for reasons of health 
early the following year and returned to live at St. Francis 
Xavier Rectory. As his health failed  he spent  some months 
at Birchwood Nursing Home and died at Fanny Allen Hos- 
pital on January 23, 1977. 

His funeral was held on Janu- 
ary 27 at St. Francis Xavier 
Church. Bishop John A. Mar- 
shall, present Bishop of Burling- 
ton, was the celebrant. Arch- 
bishop Gregoire of Montreal, 
Bishop Gendron of Manchester 
and Bishop Gelineau of Provi- 
dence attended. Burial was in the 
New Mt. Calvary Cemetery in 
the area reserved for priests. 

Army), Joseph Lager, Gerard  Brochu,  John  Ledoux, 
Ronald Benoit, Walter D. Miller, William Hammond and 
David Sevigny. 

Fr. Benoit summarized the recollections of the curates as 
follows: "Msgr. Marcoux was a gentleman in the sense that 
he never knowingly offended anyone but dealt with every- 
one compassionately and with understanding as though 
possessing a particular insight into the weaknesses of hu- 
man nature. He was first and foremost a priest, having a 
deep faith in God and a profound sense of dedication 
towards God's people, using his special talents as a 
preacher and counselor to lead them in the paths of Chris- 
tian spirituality. Far from being overbearing, he had the 
knack of setting people at ease with his congenial manner 
and liberal sense of humor. His splendid courage through 
the many years of intermittent illness he suffered will al- 
ways be remembered, as well as the good cheer he main- 
tained throughout his final days. He will always remain an 
inspiration for me of the kind of priest I want to be:' 

. 
Msgr. Marcoux IS perhaps best 

Monument at center of plot 
reserved for clergy in New Bishop Joyce characterized Msgr. Marcoux as a man of 

remembered  by  the many curates Mt. Calvary Cemetery 
who served under him at St. Jo- 
seph Church, namely: the Revs. Joseph Sullivan, Bernard 
Depeaux, David Kennedy, John B. Kenney (Major, U.S. 

ready and firm decision, a quality that projected confi- 
dence so that many turned to him as counselor and prob- 
lem solver. 

---- 


