
 

 

CHAPTER VI: 

The Pastorate of the Oblates 
 

Fr. Quevillon departed from Burlington on October 18, 
1854; on October 21 of the same year, Rev. Augustin 
Gaudet, O.M.I. and Rev. Eugene Cauvin, O.M.I., assumed 
responsibility for St. Joseph Parish and its affiliated mis- 
sions. These two priests were sent by the Oblates of Mon- 
treal; Fr. Gaudet was named pastor. 

The Oblates of Mary Immaculate, founded in Paris, 
established a house in Longueuil, Canada in 1841 during 
the lifetime of their founder, Msgr. de Mazenod, now 
Blessed Eugene de Mazenod. They were soon in demand in 
Canada and in the United States, especially to preach mis- 
sions among the French Canadian immigrants. 

 

Re" Augustin Gaudet, O.M.I., pastor, October 22, 1854 - September 20, 1856; 
Re" Eugene Cauvin, O.M.I., curate, October  22, 1854 - September 23, 1855; 
Re" Andre M. Garin, O.M.1., pastor, September 21- November 11, 1856; Re" 
Richard J. Maloney, O.M.I., curate, October 25, 1855 - January 12, 1857 

 
 
 

A newspaper article in the Canadian paper, La Minerve, 
October 15, 1842, reported that an Oblate mission was to 
be conducted in Burlington. It stated that the Oblates were 
to preach missions at Corbeau (Coopersville, New York) 
and in Vermont, particularly at Burlington, "where a large 
number of our compatriots have been for too long de- 
prived of the instruction and help of our religion:' There is 
no verification, however, that this mission was preached in 
Burlington. The Oblate records at Longueuil report enthu- 
siastically on the Corbeau mission, only. These early ef- 
forts received support from Bishop Bourget. 

Bishop deGoesbriand sent Fr. Quevillon to Montreal in 
January 1854 to confer with Bishop Bourget in the hope of 
persuading the Oblates "to come and convert us;' in the 
words of Bishop deGoesbriand, by preaching a mission to 
the French Canadians. Bishop Bourget was very sym- 
pathetic to the efforts of Bishop deGoesbriand and Fr. 
Quevillon. A mission was preached on April 23 by Very 
Reverend Jacques Santoni, the new Provincial of the Ob- 
lates, and by Fr. Royer. 

In June 1854, Bishop Bourget pursued the possibility of 
opening an Oblate House in Burlington. In a letter of June 
27, 1854 to Bishop deGoesbriand, he makes reference to the 
fact that "since there is question of replacing Fr. Quevillon. 
..   :'  It   is  the  first  reference  to  any  "question"   of replacing 

Fr. Quevillon. The real question which surfaces in this 
moment of the history of St. Joseph Parish is whether or 
not it was Bishop Bourget's or Bishop deGoesbriand's de- 
sire to have the Oblate's begin a house in Burlington. 

Apparently, Bishop deGoesbriand wasted no time in fol- 
lowing Bishop Bourget's suggestion to approach the Ob- 
lates, and Fr. Santoni, the Provincial, appeared as anxious 
to respond. He informed Bishop deGoesbriand on July 28, 
1854 that he must see him soon and present the request to 
the Council of his religious order. 

Fr. Santoni then came  to Burlington,  following a  report 
to the Provincial Council. There was unanimous agreement 
that a house should be established in Burlington, provided 
that it offer stability and that the Oblates be  given  the 
Church property purchased by  the  Committee  of  the 
French Roman Catholic Society  of  Burlington  for  the use 
of the French Canadians (''.A'' in Appendix H-3).  It was to  
be an "Oblate House" rather than a Residence; this would 
provide the Superior more authority because  of  ownership 
of the house and property. The General Council  approved 
and Frs. Gaudet and Cauvin were assigned. 

The following is a copy of the "Conventions" of October 
24, 1854, between Bishop deGoesbriand and Fr. Santoni 
which were enacted as an agreement shortly after the Ob- 
lates took charge of St. Joseph Parish: 

Extract from the register 'ACTES OFFICIELS CON- 
CERNANT LA PROVINCE DU CANADA" 

Conventions passees entre Msgr. l'Eveque de Bur- 
lington, Msgr. deGoesbriand, et le R.P. Santoni, pro- 
vincial des RR.PP. Oblats en Canada (translated from 
the French): 

1. The Rev. Fr. Santoni accepts responsibility for 
providing priests of the Congregation to serve 
the Canadian Catholics of Burlington and to 
visit from time to time certain posts or missions 
of the diocese as will be designated by the 
Bishop. 

2. On his part the Bishop of  Burlington  agrees to 
do whatever is required so that  the  Oblate 
Fathers will receive free title to the properties of 
St. Joseph Church, the rectory and the attached 
garden, which have been built or acquired by the 
Canadians of the area, the revenues from which 
will be applied to the needs of the Fathers,  as 
well as to the upkeep and repair of the  church 
and rectory. In the event that the Fathers should 
voluntarily leave the post, or should their Order 
dissolve, the entire  establishment  would  revert 
to the Bishop of the diocese, and all that had not 
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been  purchased  by  the  Fathers themselves  from blessing in  the Church Register  of  the parish. The list of 18 
their own resources would be left. Consequently godparents  (Appendix 1-5)  illustrates  the  custom associ- 
the Fathers  will  keep an exact  record  of all that ated  with  blessing  of  church  bells  at  that  time and points 
they acquire with their own money before they 
take possession of the establishm ent , since, be- 
ginning with that act , everything that they will 
acquire will be acquired with the revenue of the 
church , and will therefore be part of the estab- 
lishment. 

3. Because the Syndics of the Canadian congrega - 

out the more notable parishioners. 
Our records do not reveal what transpired among the 

trustees and other parishioners during the Oblate period. 
This was a time of preparation by the parish for turning 
over the church and all its property to the Oblates, after 
they had paid off the remaining debt of about $900. This 
debt remained as their obligation and until it was paid off 

tion are  obligated  by  their  position  to sign over the  Oblates  were  to  receive  only "le casuel" and  "la dime" 
the   properties  of  the  establishment  to  the said which  had   been   Fr.  Q uevillon 's  income.   This  was the 
Order as soon as the debt has been pa id, a debt 
which is at present about $900.00, the Fathers 
agree to wait until  that  time  to take  possession 
of the estab lishm ent , and will be content for the 
time being with "le casuel" and "la dim e" which 
was paid to the secular priest they are replacing. 

4. Fina ll y, it has been agreed that St. Joseph 
Church, even after it has become the property of 
the Fathers , will share in the charges which the 
Bishop of the diocese will find necessary to im- 

church the parishioners had worked so hard to acquire, yet
there are no records in the Annales to tell us of discussions 
or meetings. It seems likely that the planned transfer of the
property was Bishop deGoesbriand's sole decision. 

The Annales do record the erection of the Stations of the
Cross on December 12, 1854 (the same Stations presently
in the chapel of St. Joseph Church). The Oblates could
exercise this function by virtue of an lndult to their Order
in 1826 by Pope Leo XII, along with the authorization of
Bishop deGoesbriand. 

pose   and   which   are   also   paid   by the  other During this Oblate period, on November 2, 1855, the 
churches of the diocese. 

Done in duplicate at Burlington   , October 24, 1854. 
 

In a report to his Provincial a short time after his arrival, 

congregations of St. Mary Cathedral and St. Joseph 
Church assembled together for the blessing of a cemetery 
destined for the use of both parishes. This is the cemetery 
that is bordered by Riverside Avenue, North Willard 

Fr. Gaudet stated that he had ten missions to serve in addi- Street, Archibald Street and North Prospect Street. It was 

tion to St. Joseph Parish, which he felt was beginning to 
respond. Daily Mass at St. Joseph Church was well at-  
tended and each day long-delayed confessions were being 

blessed by Bishop deGoesbriand and named St. Joseph 
Cemetery, a designation which now leads to confusion, 
since that cemetery belongs to Cathedral Parish. 

heard. Fr. Gaudet remarked that they were now pastors, a From their arrival, the Oblates were busy with the vari- 

post he had always found distasteful, but to which he was ous missions. Burlington was not centrally located in their 

beginning to adjust. assigned territory and they were traveling long distances. 

In the Oblate Codex Historicus of Montreal, the recorder In order to increase their income the Bishop relieved them 

spoke of making this new house for Oblates in Burlington of St. Johnsbury and Vergennes in 1856 and gave them 

a true Community. He mentioned that the Bishop of Bur- Montpelier and Northfield. The entries in the Church Reg- 

lington worked like his least curate. He described the pro- isters for Northfield and Woodstock are of Irish names. 

perty as a large and beautiful church, a fine rectory with The Oblates served Brandon and made occasional stops in 

garden attached, all facilities which soon would become Bolton, Castleton, Colchester, Derby, Grand Isle, Jericho, 

theirs. He said that the two priests were received like Middlesex,   Milton,   Moretown,   Orwell,  Randolph ! Rich- 

"angels of peace;' that they were only two lieues (about 5 mond, Rutland, South Hero, South Royalton, Underhill, 

miles) from Plattsburgh and four hours by train from Mon- Waterbury, West Albany, White River Junction, Williams- 

treal. town. After several misfortunes in establishing a separate 

Fr. Gaudet remained as pastor until September 20, 1856 parish, the French Canadian Catholics could now feel more 

and was replaced by Fr. A.M. Garin who remained only confident that a stable situation would ensue because a reli- 

until November 11. The curate, Fr. Cauvin, had left on gious order had taken over the parish. 

September 23, 1855. Other curates were Frs. F. Coopman This impression of stability was interrupted by a letter 

and R. Maloney. Five other Oblates were assigned briefly. dated April 5, 1856 from the Visitor of the Oblates, Fr. 

At the Blessing of the Bell on December 25, 1856, Frs. Honorat, to the Founder of the Order, Msgr. de Mazenod. 

Maloney and Andrieux, Oblates, assisted Bishop deGoes- Fr. Honora t referred to the former Provincial of the Ob- 

briand, but ''AUG. GAUDET, OM/, PASTOR;' is inscribed lates, Fr. Santoni, and the sense of Fr. Honorat's letter was, 

on the bell which is now in the belfry of St. Anthony "This is a sample of what happens when he acts alone:' 

Church, Lakeside, Burlington. Fr. Andrieux recorded this This indicated Fr. Honorat's concern that Fr. Santoni acted 
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imprudently when he authorized the establishment of the 
Oblate House in Burlington. 

On October 8, 1856, Bishop deGoesbriand sent  to 
Bishop Joseph Guigues of Bytown (Ottawa) the act of erec- 
tion of the Oblate House in Burlington, which was an 
agreement between Bishop deGoesbriand and the former 
Provincial, Fr. Santoni. On October 9, the Provincial 
Council of the Oblates decided to abandon the Burlington 
House. Their decision was based on the belief that the 
House could not survive without its  attached  missions, 
that the Oblates could support only one priest who should 
suffice for the care of the French Canadians, and further- 
more, the number of French Canadians was expected to de- 
crease rather than increase. As a result of these communi- 
cations, Bishop Guigues notified Bishop deGoesbriand that 
Msgr. de Mazenod had decided to close the Burlington 
House. 

There was further correspondence between Burlington, 
Bytown and Montreal. Bishop deGoesbriand protested that 
he could have found other solutions and if he had only 
known that Fr. Gaudet "who is rather eccentric (assez origi- 
nal);' did not like to be responsible for the Sisters, he would 
have been happy to assume that duty. Bishop deGoesbri- 
and closed by saying, "It is no doubt quite useless for me  
to insist. It is painful to witness the abandonment of these 
poor people who are responding so well. You know that 
there is no forgiveness for a Congregation for having left a 
poor parish:' Bishop deGoesbriand implied that the pov- 
erty of the parish had influenced the decision. Bishop 
Gigues denied this and referred to the death of Fr. Verdet 
and the poor health of Fr. Coopman, as well as  the fact 
that their regulations required that their members not live 
alone, which would be the case for this Burlington House. 
Although he was still desperately trying to keep the Ob- 
lates, Bishop deGoesbriand evidently took immediate ac- 
tion concerning the church property which had been prom- 
ised to the Oblates after the debt was paid. On November 
12, 1856, the ownership of the church and property of St. 
Joseph Parish in Burlington was conveyed from the trustees 
to Louis deGoesbriand, Bishop of Burlington, and his suc- 
cessors and assigns forever all right title and interest in the 
lands with the buildings thereon situated and identified as 
Lot ''A'', (Appendix H-3). 

Bishop deGoesbriand asked that the Oblates remain un- 
til Christmas and Bishop Guigues thought it an act of jus- 
tice to comply and notified their House in Plattsburgh, 
New York of this decision. 

In a final attempt,  Bishop  deGoesbriand  wrote directly 
to the founder, Msgr. de Mazenod, on December 17. On 
November 27, however, Msgr. de Mazenod had written to 
Bishop Guigues approving of his action and marvellinꞏg at 
the foolhardiness of Fr. Santoni in taking upon himself the 
establishment  of  the  Burlington  and  Plattsburgh Houses 

without seeking his approval. Bishop Bourget and Fr. 
Baudre of Montreal, and Fr. Jean-Pierre Bernard all pro- 
tested by letter to Bishop Guigues. He replied that the Bur- 
lington House did not meet the Oblate requirements. 

The same reasoning was advanced when Fr. Petithomme 
was withdrawn in 1835 by his superior, Fr. Coudrin. At 
that time, any priest in Burlington was forced to live a soli- 
tary life, which was contrary to the spirit of most religious 
orders. Another factor that probably influenced the deci- 
sion in both instances was the greater importance attached 
to converting the Indians, rather than ministering to the 
faithful. "Planting the Cross" in new territory was consid- 
ered true missionary work. The Oblates, as a new order, 
wished to establish Houses that would flourish promptly 
and attract new recruits. 

The Blessing of the Bell of St. Joseph Church on the Hill 
on Christmas Day, 1856, occurred after  the  blow  had 
fallen. We have no account of the ceremonies  connected 
with the blessing other than  a simple statement  indicating 
the date and those present. We may assume it would have 
been a stimulating event, had Fr.  Quevillon  still  been 
pastor. 

The Oblates were thus leaving St.  Joseph  Parish  and 
there was no replacement  in sight. The  parish  was served  
in the interim by a succession of Oblates from the Platts- 
burgh House. The Oblates finally left Burlington  on Janu- 
ary 12, 1857. It was the fourth time the French Canadian 
community had experienced a promise  of  permanence 
which terminated abruptly. 

Bishop deGoesbriand then took charge as Administrator 
of St. Joseph Parish, a fact which brings out the truth of 
the statement made about him by the Oblate recorder just 
after the arrival of the Oblates in Burlington: "He works 
like one of his least curates:' Fr. Hamon, S.J., described the 
bishop as having "vigorous health and a zeal sustained by 
the stubborness of a Breton:' He took long walks in the 
night because his episcopal residence was so cold. With 
such an example, it may have been difficult for his priests 
to complain to him about their hardships. 

Aware of the shortage of Canadian priests to serve Bur- 
lington in 1855, Bishop deGoesbriand went to Brittany and 
retur.1ed with 7 clerics, some not yet ordained: Jean F. 
Salaun, Fran ois Picard, Stanislaus Danielou, J.M. Duglue, 
Jerome Marie Cloarec, Jean Louis Cam  and  Fran ois 
Clavier. He continued as administrator of the parish and 
during this time, he promulgated  the  new  regulations  for 
the conduct of the parish, recorded in the Annales,  August 
25, 1857. He stated that these had been drawn up and ap- 
proved by the parish before the departure  of  the Oblates. 
The form of parish government thus defined was similar to 
that of the Canadians in the Province of Quebec, with 
"Syndics" and "Marguilliers" or trustees. The nine articles 
follow: 
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RULES FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE PARISH 
OF SAINT JOSEPH 

Article 1-The Bishop appoints the priest and fixes his 
salary, replaces him when he finds it appropriate, 
and directs everything regarding the spiritual affairs 
of the Parish. 

Article 2-The pastor will be assisted in the adminis- 
tration of the temporal affairs by three trustees 
(syndics), one of whom will leave office every year, 
but is re-eligible. 

Article 3 -They are elected by an assembly of nota- 
bles, but to be elected they must be practicing 
Catholics, faithful in their religious duties. 

Article 4 -The trustee in charge receives the money 
from the pew rent and the church collections, and 
maintains an exact account of all income. He is 
charged with paying the salary of the priest, and to 
manage the current expenses of the Church. 

Article 5-The surplus income forms a fund to pay off 
the debts of the Church, to make new repairs, main- 
tain the schools, etc 

Article 6-No considerable repair or construction will 
be done without a parish meeting and the consent 
of the Bishop. 

Article 7-The ordinary affairs of the Church are de- 
cided in the meetings of the Pastor and the trustees 

 
(marguilliers). The Pastor is always president of the 
council. 

Article 8 -An exact  account  will  be given  at  the end 
of the year on the expenses and income of the Par- 
ish. 

Article 9-The customs established by the Revd. Ob- 
late Fathers for marriages, baptisms, burials, etc re- 
main in effect. 

Signed - +L. deGoesbriand Bp. of Burl. 

 
The above regulations proposed to the Parish and 

accepted by them before the departure of the Oblate 
Fathers will be followed by the priest who succeeds me 
in the administration and service of the  Church  of 
Saint Joseph. 

Burlington 25 August 1857 
Signed-+L. deGoesbriand Bp. of Burl. 

An entry on July 19, 1857, substantiates preparation for 
the above promulgation. Following a parish assembly  on 
July 19, the bishop recorded that the French Canadians had 
acted in the greatest harmony and showed great zeal for the 
welfare of the parish. They unanimously elected  as  trus- 
tees: Michel Ledoux, I year; Pierre Allard, 2 years; Patrick 
Fournier, 3 years. They decided to finish the church, erect 
side galleries and collect funds to defray the costs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

34 


