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CHAPTER VII: 

Parish  Stability Assured With Fr. Cardinal 
 

After serving ten months as the administrator, Bishop 
deGoesbriand installed Rev. Herve  Cardinal,  another 

Breton , as pastor on October 22, 1857. Fr. Cardinal re- 

corded his arrival in the Annales. He remained until Au- 

gust 1871, providing to St. Joseph Parish its first lengthy 
period of stability. He had been ordained in Quimper, 
France; he was 46 when he came to Burlington. Fr. E.J. 
Hamon described him as a "Breton and Healer:' He became 
known as a healer because he tried to treat sick people and 
to give them medicine. This kept him very busy. People 
began to bring him their sick animals as well. This last ac- 
tivity came to an abrupt end when, in trying to treat the 
broken leg of a lamb, he broke another leg in the process. 

 

Rev: Herve Cardinal at his retirement, pastor of St. Joseph Parish, October 
22, 1857 - July 25, 1871 

 
 
 

As pastor he was a true missionary, a tireless worker and 

much loved by his parishioners. His records of births, mar- 

riages and deaths in the Church Register, however, are dif- 

ficult to decipher. 

Immediately after the arrival of Fr. Cardinal the work of 

finishing the church was resumed. This was concluded on 
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1850 St. Joseph Church (on-the-Hill), exterior view 
 
 
 

December 2, 1857. This work consisted in the construction 

of a circular gallery, plastering of the interior, and panel- 

ling of the entire vault at a cost of $2,800.00. The large can- 

dlesticks were donated by the pastor and the large chande- 
lier was given by the congregation. This church was located 
just north of the present St. Joseph Home for the Aged. 

Fr. Cardinal kept a book of Sunday Announcements 

containing the marriage banns to be published. One such 
book suggests the reason why the marriages recorded in 

the Marriage Register often lack the names of the parents. 
As he had already written these names in the announce- 

ment book, he evidently considered it unnecessary to re- 
peat them in the permanent Church Register. Unfortu- 

nately, only one announcement book was preserved; it is 

now at the Diocesan Archives. 

One particular announcement was the pilgrimage of 82 
members of L’Archiconfrerie" to Notre Dame de Bon 

Secours in Montreal on September 25, 1859.  This  must 
have been the society established by Bishop deGoesbriand 
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in December 1853 as the Archconfraternity of the Sacred 
Heart of Mary. 

Fr. Cardinal revealed plans for a school as early as Janu- 
ary 27, 1860. Money was set aside for its construction ac- 
cording to the plans submitted by Franc;ois Lapointe. It was 
to be built "of brick, 50 feet long, 25 feet wide and 20 feet 
high, and located in the garden of M. le Cure:' There was 
also to be a residence for "la Maitresse:' The plan, which 
allowed for future expansion, was adopted  unanimously 
on February 5, 1860. Upon the unexpected, early arrival of 
the Daughters of the Heart of Mary in 1863, the school was 
still incomplete. 

 

Site of First St. Joseph School-on-the-Hill, 1863 (presently, St. Joseph  Home 
for the Aged) 

 
 
 
 
 

On February 3, 1861, the 
bishop called a general assembly 
of "notables" to settle the ques- 
tion of whether to elect a com- 
plete slate of three new trustees, 

administer the school. Bishop deGoesbriand had known 
these Sisters in Cleveland. Their Superior General in France 
was his aunt, Miss Pauline deGoesbriand. His niece, Miss 
Marie de Poulpiquet, was a member of the Order who 
would assist him in Burlington during his later years. An- 
other member was Miss Anna Hoyt, daughter of William 
Henry Hoyt, the noted convert. The name of their Order 
was not generally known in Burlington. Their school and 
convent property transactions were recorded in the name 
of an individual Sister during the early years and, from 
1887, in the name of "The Ladies of Nazareth," a Corpora- 
tion in the State of Vermont (Appendix G2). 

Bishop deGoesbriand recorded the arrival of The Ladies 
of Nazareth on October 28, 1863: "Miss Boucher of Cleve- 
land brought four of her Associates to take charge of the 
School of St. Joseph Congregation. The house is not quite 
finished:' The reason for the incompleted house was due to 
lack of information on their date of arrival. Meanwhile, Fr. 
Cardinal gave them quarters in his house and they orga- 
nized a temporary school. On November 17, the bishop 
wrote, "I blest the new school house near St. Joseph 
church, also blest, did not consecrate, a small steel bell for 
the same establishment where Miss Lambert and 3 Associ- 
ates propose to open a school in a very short time:' 

After the end of the Civil War in 1865, there was a post- 
war boom and  employment  was  plentiful.  The  largest
flood of French Canadian immigrants to the Burlington-
Winooski area arrived during these years. Fr. Audet re-
ported that between 1865 and 1870 the French Canadian
population in Winooski doubled. 

It was during Fr. Cardinal's pastorate that the Confra- 
ternity of St. Joseph was canonically erected on March 19, 
1867, and was associated with the Archconfraternity in 
Angers, France on March 25. Fr. Cardinal was director. 

On January 18, 1868 a retreat was preached by three Ob- 
or  only  one,  to  fill the vacancy lates of  Mary  Immaculate:  Fr. Lagier,  Fr. Garin and  Fr. 
created  by the resignation of Mr. Dedebant. It was so well attended that it demonstrated that 
Fournier.   The   Council,   out   of the church  was too small  for  the French  Canadian commu- 
obedience  to the bishop, decided nity and  that  the congregation  was too large to be served 
unanimously  to  elect  the one  re- by  one   priest.  One   Sunday,   an  edict  was  posted   in the 
placement.  There  were four op- church  with  a  date  of  May  7,  1868,  signed  by Bishop 
ponents to this plan. Three candi- Bruno e in, elected Trustee deGoesbriand. He had arranged for a division of the par- 

(Margu11lier) of St. Joseph 
dates    were    presented,  two   of Church, in 1861 ish. About 850 St. Joseph parishioners were residents of 
whom were from  the opposition,  namely,  John Clare and Winooski.  The  bishop  had  leased  a  hall  to be ready for 
Pierre Poirier of Shelburne.  Bruno Pepin was the majority Mass by May 22 and  he had obtained from  the Bishop of 
candidate  and  was  elected  trustee  for  three years,  joining St.  Hyacinthe,  Province of Quebec,  the assignment  of Rev. 
Pierre Allard and Michel Ledoux. In July, Mr. Ledoux was 
replaced by Frank Leclair for a three-year term. 

Jean Frederic Audet to serve the French Canadians of 
Winooski, Colchester and Essex. 

Shortly  after  the  February  meeting,  Bishop  deGoesbri- Although  this  division  was  necessary,   it  removed from 
and  went  to  Europe  where  he  remained  until June. When St. Joseph  Parish  many of  its  most dedicated  parishioners. 
he returned,  the Civil War had  started;  therefore, he post- Some of  these  had worked  very hard,  contributed much 
poned  his plans  to construct  a new cathedral. time and  money to the building of St.  Joseph Church and 

At one point during these years,  Fr. Cardinal invited the served as syndics and marguilliers. These parishioners now 
Daughters  of  the  Heart  of  Mary  to come  to Burlington  to repeated   the  same  efforts  in  support   of   the  new French 
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Canadian church in Winooski; their names are listed 
among the contributors to St. Francis Xavier Church. Fr. 
Audet wrote that a delegation went to the bishop to ask for 
a compensatory contribution from St. Joseph Parish of 
$1,500, explained later in the 1918 Code of Canon Law 
(Canon 1427) which directs that when a parish is divided, 
the mother parish contributes an "appropriate portion" to 
the new one. Although  the bishop ordered  this  payment, 
it never was made. 

The generous support of the French Canadians of 
Winooski for their church is well documented. This dem- 
onstrated to Bishop deGoesbriand  that if they  were given 

a French Canadian pastor, they would rally behind him 
completely. This success encouraged the bishop to start a 
movement throughout New England for separate national 

parishes. Before Bishop deGoesbriand died, he had the 
consolation of seeing 200 such parishes in New England. 
On May 13, 1869, Bishop deGoesbriand wrote an impor- 

tant letter in Le Protecteur Canadien, a French newspaper 
published in St. Albans, Vermont. The letter had so much 
impact on the clergy of Canada and on the French Cana- 
dians that it has never been improved upon or amplified 

but has become a classic. The text, translated from the 
French by William Goss, follows: 

LE PROTECTEUR CANADIEN - St. Albans, 13 May 
1869 

Msgr. deGoesbriand, Bishop of Burlington,  honors 
us with the communication of the following  letter, 
which all our readers will hasten to  study  and  in 
which they will find  right and  just ideas on  the work  
of the Canadian missions in the United States. 

Letter of Msgr. deGoesbriand, Bishop of Burling- 
ton, Vt. 

 

TO THE EDITOR: In reading the accounts in the 
Canadian papers, all filled  with  good-will,  of  my 
visits to Quebec and Montreal, I noticed some regret- 
table errors or omissions.  Desirous  that  the  position 
of the Canadian emigrants  be well-known,  I  beg  you 
to publish the following lines in Le Protecteur Cana- 
dien, which contain just what I said in Quebec and 
Montreal. 

In reading  these  remarks,  which  I  would  be  happy 
to see  copied  in  their  entirety  by  the  Catholic  papers 
in Canada, one will see that it is not a matter of en- 
couraging  emigration -  I  would  like  to  be  able  to  put 
a stop to it. I tried to speak and act as a bishop  in  a 
matter of immense importance.  It  concerns  the  salva- 
tion and material well-being of a  half-million  Cana- 
dians. Here are the remarks: 

Are there then many of  these children  of  Canada, 
for whom we ask missionaries? Indeed! This is a ques- 
tion you can answer for yourselves. Is there a family 
among my listeners which does not have members in 

the United States? Or ask the agents of the railroads 
who sell tickets by the  thousands  to  the  emigrants. 
Ask travellers in the United States if they  have  not 
seen Canadians everywhere, in the cities and in the 
countryside. I know, for myself, that the Canadian 
population in our Diocese has more than doubled  in 
the past three years. I know from the testimony of the 
neighboring bishops that it is the same in their dio- 
ceses; and I am convinced, according to positive esti- 
mates, that when one repeats the figure of 500,000 
Canadians in the United States, this figure is on the 
lower side of the truth. When one speaks to you of the 
missionary work for the Canadians, it is a great work 
that is discussed, for it concerns the eternal  salvation 
of 500,000 souls. 

It is also a matter of their temporal well-being. 
Every day, my brothers, I am in contact with these 

poor emigrants, I encounter them in our countryside, in 
our markets, and in our factories. If they are travel- 

ling, ask them where they are going. They will tell you 
that in such and such a place they have heard there is 

ready employment and high wages. Follow them in 
spirit. Having arrived at the  intended  location, there 
is no more work to be had; remuneration is so modest 
that they can scarcely survive. They return to Canada 
after having wasted their time and spent their money. 

Or indeed,  if  they  have  found employment,  what do 
they do on Sundays? There are no priests, no reli- 

gious ceremonies. These services are replaced with 
dances, parties, and pointless trips. Too often the emi- 

grants remain in their state of indigence and are made 
objects of scorn, and with them the people they are 
believed to represent. Well! My brethren, Canadian 
missionaries would be able to direct immigration, if 

they could not halt it,  they  would  be able to correct 
the instability, the passion for trips, put an end to use- 

less expenditures, and  while introducing economy and 
a love of work, procure family happiness and reha- 

bilitate the character of the Canadian emigrant. 

One might say: but these emigrants will return to 
their country, why bother with this? Some few,  in- 
deed, return to Canada and stay there, but their num- 
ber is quite low. Others, many others, return and then 
leave again, and end by never coming back. Others, 
once having left, never return to Canada at all; thus 
thousands of these emigrants are bound to a foreign 
soil by property ties, by the marriages they have en- 
tered into, and by the employment  at  which  they 
labor. Thousands of children are born to Canadian 
parents far from their own country. Moreover, if the 
North American population itself tends to the south, 
how can it be imaged that the mass of the Canadian 
emigrant population will return to the  land  of 
Canada? 
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That Providence which governs the world has, in the first thing they see on emerging from the train is 

this emigration which shocks us, purposes which are the cross that tops the Catholic bell-tower, for now, 

unknown to us. Let it be. It will know how to extract 
the good from what seems bad to us. 

These emigrants, we believe, are called by  God  to 
aid in the conversion of America as their  ancestors 
were called to implant the Faith  on the shores  of  the 
St. Lawrence. Whatever be the designs of Providence, 

thank God, we see the symbol of salvation gleaming 
almost everywhere! But! I tell you this after long and 
sorry experience: if we do not fly to the aid of these 
emigrants, even in the shadow of the cross, they will 
lose the Faith and dishonor their people. And  here is 
the reason why: The Catholic Church had been built 

it is necessary to fly to the aid of our beloved emi- years before: the Canadians had not contributed to its 

grants for it is a matter of a numerous people, estab- 
lished far from their own country. 

Do the Canadian emigrants need missionaries? To 

construction - they were not there at the time. More- 
over, this church is often too small for those who built 
it. The priest serving it does not speak their language, 

this question, my brethren, I am in a position to re- and even when he can one cannot expect him to in- 

spond in a satisfactory manner. For nearly  sixteen 
years I have lived in Burlington, in the state of Ver- 
mont, on the  borders  of  Canada.  For all  of  this  time 
I have been and am in constant contact with the emi- 
grants and their descendants. Indeed, among these 
people who are termed Canadians,  there  are  many 
who have never seen Canada. Nonetheless, they love 
this Canada, for their parents speak of it.  But  they 
came into this world in the United States 20, 25, 30 
years ago. Where then were the Canadian parishes? 
There were none. There were very few Catholic 
churches even. Thus  thousands  of  these  descendants 
of the first emigrants were raised in complete igno- 
rance of religion; and when  we  question  them  we 
learn with sorrow that they have never been to confes- 

convenience his old parishioners for the newcomers
who had not helped  them.  The  Canadian  emigrants
do not find pews to rent; they tire of remaining at the 
church door. They end by never assisting at services
except when the bishop comes or on the occasion of
some other grand ceremony. The Canadians need mis-
sionaries of their own nationality, they need separate
churches. 

Ah! My brothers, you would be filled with sadness 
if you knew as I do the extent of the spiritual misery
of the emigrants. How could it be otherwise, when
they never hear the word of God, when they do not
receive the even more necessary nourishment of the
Sacraments of Jesus Christ which purify the soul and 
fortify it against all temptation. 

sion, never made their First Communion, were often How sad it is to see half a million people living in 

invalidly married by ministers, happy if they were not 
separated from their legitimate spouses. I ask  you  if 
this numerous class, if these poor people, more unfor- 
tunate than culpable, do not need the ministry  of  a 
good missionary who will understand them and treat 
them with kindness? 

God, in His providence, desires that nations be 
evangelized at least generally by apostles speaking 
their language, knowing their habits and dispositions: 
that nations be evangelized by priests of their own 

such danger of forgetting their Creator. And  these 
souls have received the stamp of baptism. These peo- 
ple are children of the Faith. 

Do not accuse the bishops and priests of the United 
States of negligence. This would be  unjust.  We  do 
what we can to help them. But especially in view  of 
this spiritual distress, which, I hope, will be only tem- 
porary , I address to myself and I address to the people 
and clergy the words of my Master: Weep for your- 
selves and your children. 

nationality. Providence has ordained, my brethren, that for 
Well!   We   have   said   that   there   are  more  than nearly  29   years   I  have  been  in  contact   with many 

500,000  emigrants  outside  of  Canada.  Now open the Catholics  who  had  been  long  deprived  of  the Sacra- 
Catholic  directory   printed  in  Baltimore  and see how ments.  I have always  noted  among them a great desire 
many  Canadian  names  you  will   find  in the clergy to  hear  the  Word  of  God  and  to  benefit  from the 
listing. priest's ministry when they receive his visit; and when 

But these  emigrants,  you will  tell  me, will locate in I  speak  to  you  now  of  the Canadian  emigrants,  it is 
areas where  there are  already  Catholic churches. not  without   deep  emotion   that   I   recall   how many 

I  respond,  not  always,  far  from  it.  Many locate in times and  to what  degree  I  have  been  touched by the 
the  country,   on   farms  where  they  will  never  see  a zeal   they   exhibit   to  benefit   from   my  ministry. Let 
priest, or in small  towns where there is no church. Yes, them know  that a Canadian  or  French  or  Irish priest 
my  brothers,  we must  go out and  seek  the sheep that is  coming  to  preach  to  them  in  their  own language, 
are  lost  from the  fold. and  they will  drop  their  work  and  make  the greatest 

But  on  the  other  hand,   picture   one,  two,  twenty sacrifices  to  come  and  hear the Word  of  God. There 
families who direct  themselves  to a  large town, and is  nothing  more  edifying  than  their  conduct, espe- 
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cially during a mission, when they can be given; and 
here, if my testimony is not sufficient,  I will  say this: 
Go and ask the Oblate Fathers, the Jesuits, and the 
secular priests who have worked among them. It has 
been said that the Canadian emigrants were not gener- 
ous in the construction of churches and the support of 
their pastors. My brothers, if they have at some point 
merited this reproach, I can tell you that this time has 
passed. I know too many examples, and too many 
noteworthy incidents, not to recognize  the  falsity  of 
this accusation. Give the Canadians Canadian mis- 
sionaries, and you yourselves will be astonished at the 
liberality of these  poor emigrants.  Indeed,  how  could 
it be otherwise. These good Canadians who  thought 
they must emigrate are your brothers,  your  sisters, 
your children, nourished as you for many years in the 
exercises of piety, in the pious land of Canada. They 
recall only too vividly the happiness they felt in ap- 
proaching the Holy Table, and in listening to their 
venerable pastors. 

Their enforced absence far from Canada did not 
suddenly change their dispositions. Let us make them 
happy, let us give them Canadian missionaries to pro- 
vide them with the benefits of religion and preach to 
them in the language of their fathers, and religion will 
become as flourishing among them as in Canada. 

STATE OF THE MISSIONARY WORK 
It seems to me I now hear you saying-we  under- 

stand the importance of this work; but what about it, 
what are your hopes? My brothers, the great Pius IX 
himself, the good father, the Sovereign Pontiff, who 
loves and blesses the Zouaves of Canada, was the  first 
to encourage this work. On all  sides,  prayers  have 
long been offered to God for its happy success. The 
Archbishop of Quebec has done more: he  has  asked 
and recommended prayers for the Canadian  emi- 
grants. This is  the  work  of  God  Who  does  not  want 
a soul to perish, it is the work of  Jesus Christ  Who 
came to seek  out  the lost sheep. We speak  to  you with 
a heart filled with hope: Yes, it must succeed, and to- 
day I believe I can announce to you without  temerity 
that it has begun under favorable auspices. 

It is in the city of Rutland, in the state of Vermont, 
that one can say the work has been commenced. A 
central point was necessary, from which the mission- 
aries could travel without great  inconvenience  to 
where the bishops would request them. 

A point was necessary not too far distant from 
Canada , which God calls to furnish the missionaries. 
The city of East Rutland  satisfies  these  conditions.  It 
is situated at nearly an equal  distance  from  Quebe 
New York, and Boston. It is a center at which seven 
railroads meet. Moreover it is a  flourishing  town with 
a good future, around which are found at least 300 

Canadian families. A two-week mission preached by 
Father Sassville delighted these dear emigrants in 
rendering them the grace which many had doubtless 
lost. They yet have no church. It was in a hall on the 
third floor above a store that the mission  was given 
and it is there that they will henceforth have the plea- 
sure of having Mass and a sermon in French every 
Sunday, until they can build or buy a church. 

But do you have priests, missionaries for the Cana- 
dians? My brothers, if it were allowed you at this mo- 
ment to realize the sentiments which  animate  the 
hearts of the clergy of Canada, you would  see  that 
they are burning with  desire  to  devote  themselves, 
you would see the words of St. Paul:  I speak the truth 
in Jesus Christ, I do not lie, my conscience rendering 
this testimony in the Holy Ghost; I am  under  the 
weight of a great sadness, my heart is in constant sor- 
row because of my brethren, pro fratribus meis, qui 
sunt cognati mei secundum carnem. They  are  sad, 
your good priests of Canada, for their emigrant breth- 
ren are the children of God by adoption, by faith,  by 
the hope of eternal well-being, and they are like sheep 
without a shepherd. Yes, my brothers, the number of 
priests who desire to devote themselves to the emi- 
grant missions is considerable, and be assured that the 
bishops of Canada will do their duty in regards  to 
those who will always be their children. 

Providence has already given us a Canadian priest 
who, in God's design, will surely be one of the princi- 
pal instruments of this work. Encouraged in this  path 
by an inner attraction and the inspiration  of  the 
Bishop of Montreal, the Rev. Father Gagnier seems to 
have been prepared in a special manner for this work, 
for God has given him the  strength,  the  experience 
and the talent necessary for success. With the permis- 
sion of the Montreal authorities, the Bishop of Bur- 
lington has given him the charge of the Canadians of 
East Rutland. 

He is already assisted by two young priests of the 
diocese of Quebec and Montreal. Others ask to devote 
themselves and will doubtless  be able to  come later  
on. This is the simple plan which is proposed for the 
time being: Two or more missionaries will go wher- 
ever the bishops want to invite them to visit the Cana- 
dians. They will there preach a mission with the con- 
sent and assistance of the resident priest, if there  is 
one. During the mission they will take count of the 
numbers of the Canadian population and their re- 
sources; and after the mission is finished they  will 
leave a missionary there to serve them and build  them 
a church. Then the missionaries will go on to another 
locality and try to do the same thing. The mission- 
aries, although separated, will be able to get together 
from time to time, and maintain their fervor by rules 



 

or exercises suitable to their position. Thus it seems 
that this is the beginning of a fine work. It is true that 
the harvest is great and the laborers few. But at least 
we see a gathering point, which  is  yet  little  known, 
but which soon will be. From now on the emigrant 
Canadians will know that in East rutland they have 
fellow countrymen, Canadian priests  to  whom  they 
can have recourse. The venerable bishops  of  the 
United States will be only too happy to be able to ad- 
dress the head of the mission to request missions, and 
especially missionaries; and finally the bishops of 
Canada will give an abundant benediction  to  this 
work, and send to the head of the mission priests who 
feel themselves attracted to this work, and whom they 
will voluntarily cede when the needs of their dioceses 
will allow them. Perhaps, and we dare to hope for this 
from God's bounty, perhaps from such humble begin- 
nings He will deign to raise up a man  of  good  heart  
to found in our midst a college to supply the Cana-  
dian missions-for the emigrants and their  descen- 
dants surely request the permanent ministry of clergy 
speaking their language. It was thus that the  vener- 
able Father Hand, aided by Bishop Moriarty, Rev. 
Father Woodlock, and others founded All Hallows 
College in Dublin, which provided missionaries in 
abundance for the Irish who have emigrated to En- 
gland, America and Australia. 

I conclude, my brothers, in asking you, in begging 
you to address to God through Mary Immaculate the 
most fervent prayers for the success of this work. We 
would have  a very  hard  heart  not  to do so.  It  is not 
a question of strangers, but of our brothers, our sis- 
ters, our friends, our parents. The harvest is great but 
the laborers few; pray the Lord of the harvest to send 
them. 

How can one refuse to pray when the Son of God 
Himself commands us; how can one refuse to hope 
when He invites us to? 

The Lord, my dear brethren, wants something more 
from you. The missionaries of  Rutland  do  not  yet 
have a church. It is up to the Canadians of  that  town 
to try and procure  one.  But they do not  yet even have 
a house, and it is up to you, yes, up to you to get them 
one. 

The Reverend Fathers Gagnier, Boissonnault and 
Pelletier must presently live "a six lieues" from Rutland 
with a confrere. But this situation cannot be main- 
tained. They must have without delay, in Rutland it- 
self, a house large enough for themselves and even 
more missionaries. 

We have not found a house to rent for the mission- 
aries, but they are offered for sale a  magnificent  site 
on which they could have a house, a church and a 
school. They need $25,000 to buy the land and build 

such a large house. This house should be constructed 
immediately. Time is pressing, the work  cannot  be 
done as long as there is not a suitable establishment 
existing; and from another point of view, I must soon 
leave for Rome and I would like to be able to bless the 
house before my departure. Thus! my  brethren,  will 
you not help me? Ah! I have the  utmost  confidence, 
you will do so and you will do so generously, without 
having to be asked, for the  love  of  God,  for  the love 
of your fellow countrymen, for the honor of Canada. 
Ah! I shall willingly go from door  to  door  seeking help 
for a work which so fills my heart. It is so won- derful, 
so ready for a glorious future. 

Was there ever a more abundant harvest, one more 
easy to reap? Five hundred thousand abandoned souls 
longing for the succor of religion! This is a task both 
Canadian and Catholic! I am speaking to you on be- 
half of men, women, and children who  bear  your 
name, who were born in your homes, and in whose 
veins flows the same blood as that in your own. I ask 
you to help us procure their welfare in this world and 
their happiness in eternity. 

I have said enough. I await with sincere confidence 
until the alms of the poor and the offerings of the rich 
will be sufficient to authorize the Canadian mission- 
aries to purchase land and thereon construct a build- 
ing without further delay. 

+Louis, Bishop of Burlington, VT 

 
Le Protecteur Canadien had been founded in 1868 by 

Very Rev. Z. Druon in St. Albans. On May 13, 1869, it 
carried an account of Bishop deGoesbriand's talks in 
Canada and included an excerpt from the Canadian paper, 
Le Courier du Canada published in Quebec. Le Courier 
urged the Quebec Catholics not to turn a deaf ear to this 
second appeal by "the devoted friend of our countrymen:' 
It reported that a collection taken up at the Church of St. 
Roch at the close of services for the Month of Mary had 
brought in $160 for the bishop's work. The students at the 
convent-school attached to the parish had agreed to give up 
their end-of-the-year prizes and to give their value of $100 
to Bishop deGoesbriand. After the bishop's return to Bur- 
lington, there was a collection made on his behalf at the 
Cathedral in Quebec City and one was proposed for Mon- 
treal. 

In the Annales of St. Joseph Parish, the record shows 
that the church was repaired in 1869, new pews were made, 
the vault painted, a new main altar purchased and statues 
of St. Joseph and St. John the Baptist added. This new 
main altar became St. Anne's altar in our present church, 
as revealed by an inspection of a photograph of the interior 
of the 1850 church. 

The first Nazareth School was constructed in 1869. It 
was built on Allen Street under the supervision of Miss 
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Altar table of St. Anne's Altar in present St. Joseph Church and Repository 
for the Blessed Sacrament. Was part of the main altar of the 1850 Church 

 
 

Louise Tellier. The land and the school belonged to the 
Daughters of the Heart of Mary (The Ladies of Nazareth). 
At that time, the church was still on North Prospect Street 
and the parish had not yet acquired the church property on 
Allen Street. 

Father Cardinal's pastorate at St. Joseph Church in- 
cluded the mission at the Champlain Islands. On one of his 
trips, in June 1863, his boat capsized and the Church Reg- 
ister was lost. There is a notation of this accident in the rec- 
ords at St. Rose of Lima Parish, South Hero. 

Fr. Cardinal was transferred in 1871 to Sacred Heart of 
Mary Parish (now Immaculate Heart of Mary) in East Rut- 
land where he remained for three years. Much progress had 
been made during his pastorate in Burlington. Unfortu- 
nately, he did not leave much information in the Annales 
concerning those early days of St. Joseph and Nazareth 
Schools. There is, however, an undated list of 92 names en- 
titled, ''Archiconfrerie;' another list of nine names under 
the heading "Rosaire" in 1858, and 14 names under "Scapu- 
laire:' 

Fr. Cardinal did not keep  records  well  but  apparently 
was a most likable individual. After his service in East Rut- 
land, he spent four years in Milton and then, because of 
failing health, returned to his native Brittany on May 19, 
1878. There is nothing in his folder at the Dioceꞏsan  Ar- 
chives except two letters he wrote, one to Fr. Boissonneault 
on July 7, 1878, and the other  to  Fr.  Cloarec  on  October 
14, 1878. He was then in retirement at St. Pol de Leon in 
Brittany. His longing to hear from his old friends comes 

 
 
 

1850 St. Joseph Church (on-the-Hill), interior view" 

 
 
 

 

 
 

First Nazareth School, built in 1869. (Date of picture is unknown.) School 
enlarged in 1882, 1893 and 1900 

 
 
 

through clearly, as does his sense of humor. He must have 
been an entertaining companion. He died  in  April  1883. 
His possessions in Burlington were bought by La  Fabrique 
of St. Joseph Parish for $99.25. In 1871, he donated his 
chapel in Mt. Calvary Cemetery to Les Enfants de Marie. 


