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CHAPTER VIII: 

Parish  Thrives During  Half-Century With 
Msgr. Jerome Cloarec 

 
 

 

 

 
Re" Jerome Marie Cloarec, pastor of St. Joseph Church-on-the-Hill and the 
Allen Street 1883 St. Joseph Church, 1871-1920 

 
 

Fr. Cardinal's successor was Rev. Jerome Marie Cloarec 
whose pastorate began on July 25, 1871, and ended with 
his death on February 10, 1920, nearly 49 years later. He 
became a celebrated and revered cleric. Fr. Cloarec was 
born in St. Sauveur, Brittany on June 17, 1833, to Francois 
Cloarec and Marie Guegion. "Cloarec" was a term used in 
Brittany for a young man preparing for the priesthood. He 
would be accorded much reverence and prestige eventually, 
but his early years of preparation forced him to earn these 
honors well. As a "cloarec" he lived in poverty in miserable 
dwellings, was at everyone's beck and call, and performed 
all kinds of menial tasks, in addition to pursuing his course 
of studies. The caliber of those Bretons, including Jerome 
Marie Cloarec who returned with Bishop deGoesbriand in 
1855, certainly does not suggest a taste for luxury. The 

rigorous discipline produced clerics who were extremely 
zealous and hearty. The determination of "un Breton" is a 
characteristic description and expression. 

When Jerome Cloarec arrived in Burlington in Septem- 
ber 1855, he had not been ordained. He had received ton- 
sure in France on July 29, 1855, and upon arrival in the 
United States, he entered St. Mary Seminary in Baltimore 
where he completed his training. He was ordained by 
Bishop deGoesbriand at St. Mary Cathedral in Burlington 
on July 4, 1858. 

Although Fr. Cloarec was a Breton, his commitment  to 

his calling in his new country was total. The diary of Wil- 
liam Henry Hoyt has the  following  notation:  "November 
25, 1859 ... this p.m. Father Cloarec called at the office to 
make his declaration of intention to become an American 
citizen: ' 

After serving two years in Bennington, Fr. Cloarec, at the 
age of 28, was appointed rector of St. Mary Cathedral in 
Burlington, in 1861. Fr. Cloarec's ability as an adminis- 
trator was demonstrated early. In 1865, at age 32, he was 
appointed Chancellor of the Diocese of Burlington. On 
September 29, 1867, the bishop recorded: "First Mass in the 
new Cathedral by Fr. Cloarec:' Fr. Cloarec directed the 
building of that Cathedral which stood for 105 years until 
the fire of March 13, 1972. In August of 1870, the bishop 
gave Fr. Cloarec faculties to dispense from publication of 
banns, and to absolve from excommunication persons 
married in the presence of non-Catholic ministers. During 
the same year he was sent by the bishop to the French par- 
ish in Rutland, and its attached missions. Thus, Fr. Cloarec 
was an experienced pastor and administrator when he was 
appointed pastor of St. Joseph Parish on July 25, 1871. At 
that time, the church was still located at the corner of Ar- 
chibald and North Prospect Streets. 

One of Fr. Cloarec's first acts as pastor was to establish 
"Les Enfants de Marie" on October 16, 1871 (Appendix C-
6). The Congregation of this society was canonically erected 
on December 6, 1872, and affiliated with the Prima Primaria 
Sodality of the Roman College  on  March  12, 1890. The 
founding papers for this organization have been preserved. 
Handwritten in violet script, the purposes are stated, the 
regulations outlined and the duties of  the officers listed. It 
was signed by Bishop deGoesbriand and stamped with his 
seal. 

Fr. Cloarec contributed $62 for the repair of  "the chapel 
in Mt. Calvary Cemetery donated by Fr. Cardinal:' The 
Society reimbursed him $30. This chapel has been de- 

to 
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scribed as located in the cemetery, even though Mt. Cal- 
vary Cemetery was not formally established until 1878. 
There is a letter from Bishop deGoesbriand dated Novem- 
ber 15, 1873 granting permission to Les Enfants de Marie 
to have a Mass celebrated in their chapel in the cemetery 
on November 21, 1873, and to have Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament at St. Joseph Church on this same date. 
The bishop also authorized the pastor to bless the statue of 
Our Lady of Sorrows in the chapel of Les Enfants de Marie 
and granted an indulgence of 40 days to those who would 
say seven Hail Mary's in honor of the Seven Dolors. It 
seems probable that this chapel was on the land purchased 
from Fr. Cardinal for the new cemetery, Mount Calvary, in 
1878. If so, this would be the chapel in which Fr. Yvinec 
was buried in 1892. Les Enfants de Marie were still meeting 
in this chapel in 1876. There are no signs of any remains 
of this chapel in Old Mt. Calvary Cemetery now; however, 
the monument of Fr. Yvinec and his Breton friends remain 
on this site. 

When the Parish Council met in August 1871, they de- 
cided to borrow $2,500 to pay off existing  debts  and  to 
have a general subscription in  September  to  repair  the 
north side of the church roof. The signatures on  this  rec- 
ord, in addition to Fr. Cloarec's, were Alphonse Rousseau, 
Louis Germain and Oliver Verran (Olivier deVarennes). In 
1872, Fr. Cloarec recorded the regulations governing stip- 
ends for burials, marriages and sung Masses. 

Repairs progressed well and funds to pay for these ex- 
penses were provided by the parishioners. The community 
at St. Joseph Parish was growing in every way. A small 
splinter group emerged however, in 1873, under the direc- 
tion of Rev. Charles Chiniquy, a dissident French Canadian 
priest who became a Baptist preacher. This group built a 
French Baptist Chapel at the end of Elmwood Avenue on 
the site of the present H.O. Wheeler School (Appendix A-
3). There was little effect on the community at St. Joseph 
Parish. 

 
 

1873 French Baptist Church founded by dissident Rev Charles Chiniquy. 
Presently a resident at 72- 76 Lafountain Street. (See Appendix A-3) 

One of the first curates assigned to St. Joseph Parish du- 
ring Fr. Cloarec's pastorate was Rev. Joseph Kerlidou, a 
native Breton. He arrived in April 1874. Our Lady of Mt. 
Carmel Parish in Charlotte  was  established  at  this  time, 
and on September 28, 1874, Fr. Kerlidou was assigned as 
pastor and moved to the house that parishioners had pro- 
vided for him in  Charlotte.  He later  became  the  historian 
of Fort Ste. Anne. Fr. Kerlidou was not replaced until De- 
cember 1877, when Fr. Fran<;:ois Yvinec, another Breton, 
was assigned. 

In April 1875, the parishioners made a door-to-door col- 
lection to finance an addition to the rectory. Fr. Cloarec 
commented on the good will that was met everywhere; the 
donations enabled him to fence the property, paint the 
church, enlarge and refurnish the rectory, for a sum of less 
than $2,000. 

In July of that year, the Ablegate of the Holy See, Bishop 
Roncetti, visited St. Joseph Church and Nazareth  School. 
The French Canadians  received  him  with  enthusiasm; 
when he completed his visit, they accompanied him to 
Winooski. 

By January 1, 1876, the debt on the 1850 church had 
been paid; this made it possible to discontinue charging tui- 
tion at the parish schools and to raise the salary of the 
teachers from $400 to $800 per year. 

In 1877, Fr. Cloarec bought a 
statue of Our Lady of Sorrows 
which some present parishioners 
may remember. The Association 
pour la Bonne Mort (Appendix 
C-2) provided an altar and niche 
for the statue and the Societe St. 
Jean Baptiste contributed two 
candelabra. The statue was 
blessed and an indulgence pro- 
vided by Bishop deGoesbriand 
on June 3. This altar and statue         Our lady of Sorrows statue, 

bought by Fr. Cloarec m 1877 
were moved subsequently from 
the 1850 church to the present church. These served as the 
left side-altar; both statue and altar were removed during 
the 1968 renovation. 

Fr. Francois Yvinec arrived at St. Joseph Church from 
Quimper, France in December 1877. He served as curate un- 
til October 1878. He was born on May 8, 1852 in Guiclan, 
France, the son of Yvon Yvinec and Francoise Fouillard. Fr. 
Yvinec returned in 1885 to serve as curate until 1889. 

On January 23, 1878, Fr. Cloarec bought the lot west of 
St. Joseph Church on the Hill for $500 and two days later 
the adjacent lot from Fr. Cardinal for $650. This new land 
would be Mount Calvary Cemetery for St. Joseph parish- 
ioners. Fr. Cloarec had it leveled and fenced in for $1,810. 
On July 4, 1878, the cemetery was consecrated by Bishop 
deGoesbriand, assisted by Frs. Clavier, Brelivet, Yvinec 
and Cloarec. 
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Re" Francois Yvinec, curate at 
St. Joseph Parish, Dec. 
1877- oct. 1878 and Jan. 
1885- Sept. 1888 

 

 
J.H. Alphonse Rousseau, 
President of La Fabrique in 
1878 

I wish Mr. Rousseau to continue as before to aid the 
Pastor and his co-workers, regarding the temporal af- 
fairs of the parish. 

In submitting with docility, as you always  do ,  to 
our ordinance, you will enjoy the blessings of peace , 
now and in the future. 

I conclude in recommending all the members of the 
good parish of St. Joseph to the special protection of 
the glorious and holy Patriarch  whom  they  invoke 
with confidence, and who I hope will always continue to 
protect them in a special manner. 

Given  at  Burlington  15  May 1878 

+Louis ,  Bishop  of  Burlington  , V t." 

In 1880  four stained  glass windows were donated and in- 
On March 15, 1878, Bishop deGoesbriand changed the 

method of selection of trustees (marguilliers ) of St. Joseph 
Parish. This occurred while Alphonse Rousseau was still 
president of La Fabrique. The bishop asked that Mr. Rous- 
seau continue to serve. The document the bishop prepared 
is reproduced here to demonstrate how closely the immi- 
grant French Canadians had clung to their customs in 
Canada , especially as they pertained to their religion. 

"Louis, by the grace of God, Bishop of Burlington, to 
his spiritual children of the congregation of St. Joseph 
of Burlington, VT 
Our very dear brothers , 

Soon after taking possession of the Episcopal See of 
Burlington nearly 25 years ago, we formed regulations 
for the temporal administration of your parish, which 
largely conformed to the regulations in use in Canada. 
But we could only decide during our long administra- 
tion that these rules do not work in this country , at least 
regarding the election of trustees. In Canada , the 
trustees ( marguilliers) elected by the peo ple , form with 
the pastor a Fabrique or corporation, with rights , ob- 
ligations and privileges. As the laws of the  United 
States do not accord anything similar , those persons 
elected are in truth  only  councillors  to  the  parish 
pries t,  having  no  power  in  the  eyes  of   the  law. - 
However, it often happens that these elections are the 
cause of intrigues , dissensions , and sometimes even of 
scandal. - Also, we do not know of any parish, even 
Canadian , in the United States , where this system is in 
effect. Therefore we desire that from this  time  there 
will be no more public elections of trustees ; it is more 
simple that the choice of the councillors  be made  by 
the Pastor himself, on the advice  of  his council;  and in 
the case of difficulties the Bishop be consulted , who 
will always be happy (as  he is  obliged  by  his office)  
to settle the matters regarding the good of the Parish. 

We communicate to you this ordinance, my very 
dear brothers , convinced that the great gift of peace 
will result , with an increase and continuation of the 
prosperity in the affairs of your parish. 

stalled in St. Joseph Church on the Hill as reported in the 
Annales: 

 
Window Donor Location 

The Baptism The Societe Saint Epistle Side of 
of Jesus Jean Baptiste the Sanctuary 

The Death of The Society of Gospel Side of 
St. Joseph the Children of 

Mary 
the Sanctuary 

Our Lady of 
Lourdes 

The Society for 
a Happy Dea th 

Epistle Side 

St. Peter 
Receiving 
the Keys 

Unnamed 
Benefactor 

Gospel Side 

 
 

These windows are now located at the identical sites de- 
scribed above but in St. Anthony Church on Flynn 
Avenue, Burlington. After the erection of the present St. 
Joseph Church on Allen Street, an early Mass was said at 
St. Joseph Church on the Hill for the benefit of the people 
in that neighborhood. By 1900, however, the old church 
had become too expensive to maintain, it was disassembled 
and reconstructed as St. Anthony 's whose exterior dimen- 
sions of 99 feet 8 inches in length for the church building, 
excluding the bell tower and the new chapel at the South 
end, and approximately 50 feet 10 inches in width are rea- 
sonably close to those of the original St. Joseph Church on 
the Hill. The reader is encouraged to visit St. Anthony 
Church, inspect the exterior and interior views, the stained 
glass windows and the bell cast in 1856. 

A house for the sexton was built in 1881, near St. Joseph 
Church on the Hill, at a cost of $543. It was within the 
cemetery enclosure and presumably it was a small struc- 
ture. 

That same year Les Enfants de Marie gave the church a 
beautiful statue of Our Lady of Lourdes. This was installed 
later in the present church, where it stood in the niche on 
the wall to the east of the sanctuary, outlined with small 
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electric lights, and with a statue of St.  Bernadette  at  the 
foot of the Virgin. The niche and statues were removed 
during the 1968 renovation. When the statues had been in- 
stalled in the 1850 St. Joseph Church on the Hill, they were 
blessed by Fr. Charles Bournigalle, OMI. 

In 1882 it became necessary to enlarge Nazareth School. 
The plan was submitted by Pierre Jean Baptiste Menard; 
the cost of construction was over $3000. In July 1976, Rev. 
Bernard H. Messier received a request from David A. May- 
nard of Keswick, Virginia for information on his forebears, 
one of whom proved to be the same builder, Pierre Jean 
Baptiste Menard, husband of Malvina L’Heureux. 

The year 1883 is a memorable one for St. Joseph Parish. 
Fr. Cloarec celebrated his 25th Anniversary of Ordination 
on June 8. He made no mention of this in the Annales but 
there is an account of it in the June 9 issue of the Burlington 
Free Press (Appendix J-2). This was the first of many enthu- 
siastic celebrations in Fr. Cloarec's honor. Approximately 
700 parishioners, including the school children, St. Jean 
Baptiste Society, St. Joseph Society, assembled on Allen 
Street and marched in procession along Elmwood Avenue, 
North Street, Winooski Avenue and Archibald Street to St. 
Joseph Church on the Hill. The City Band led the evening 
procession with fireworks which illuminated mottoes along 
the route; a cannon was fired intermittently. Two or three 
thousand persons had assembled at the church. Fr. Cloarec 
was then informed of the parishioners' desire to honor him. 
There were addresses by delegates of Les Enfants de Marie, 
by the school children, by Presi- 
dent A.H. Duhamel of St. Joseph 
Society, by President Clement 
Beaupre of St. Jean Baptiste Soci- 
ety, and by Alphonse  Rousseau 
on behalf of the parish. Mr. 
Rousseau was still a marguillier; 
Rev. Peter Rousseau, a grandson, 
still retains a copy of his grand- 
father's speech (Appendix 1-9). 
Dr.    Damase   Carriere   and   Fr. 
Kerlidou  were  among the speak- Alphonse H. Duhamel, 

President of St. Joseph 

ers.  Fr.  Cloarec received  numer- Society, 1883 
ous gifts, including a silver cake-basket, a silver ice pitcher, 
and $125 in silver coins. The celebration concluded with a 
big bonfire. 

Earlier in 1883, St. Joseph Society had sufficient mem- 
bers and funds to move into a hall in the Herrick Block on 
Church Street. The Burlington Free Press described the so- 
ciety as one of the oldest French Canadian  mutual societies 
of New England. At that time, the local chapter had 105 
members and $300 in the treasury. 

By 1872 Father Cloarec had initiated the purchase of pro- 
perty for a new church in the Old North End of Burlington. 
The parishioners, however, did not like the first site  se- 
lected at Intervale Avenue and Crombie Street. To please 

the parishioners Father Cloarec then bought from Al 
phonse Gravel Lots 16, 17 and 18 on Allen Street and Lot 
"A” on Locust Street (now Elmwood Avenue) on July 17, 
1873 for the new church building site (Appendix H-4 and 
H-5 and Appendix G-3 and G-4). The dedication of this 
ground as the site of the new church on Allen Street took 
place on August 16, 1873 (Appendix J-1). Additionally, Lot 
No. 15 on Allen Street, along with a house on the premises, 
was purchased from John Andegrave, alias Angrave, on 
May 25, 1883 and Lot "C" on Elmwood Avenue was pur- 
chased from Oscar Phipps and Sabrina Phipps on August 
13, 1883 (Appendix H-4 and H-5 and Appendix G-4 and 
G-5) to enlarge the plots acquired in 1873 and thus accom- 
modate the planned construction of the new church and 
rectory- the latter to be attached to the South end of the 
church building. The 1883 land purchases followed 
promptly the May 2, 1883 authorization of Bishop deGoes 
briand for a larger, more central church for St. Joseph Par- 
ish. The bishop's letter of authorization follows: 

 
"Burlington, Vt. 2 May 1883 

Louis, Bishop of Burlington, to our beloved Dio- 
cesans of the parish of St. Joseph of Burlington. 

Our dear brethren: 
It is already ten years since the need was felt of a 

larger and more central Church for you, than the 
venerable church which you have  used  for  about 
thirty years. 

Ten years ago, you assisted in a body in the solemn 
benediction of a cross which we placed on the site 
where a new Church was to be built. You no doubt re- 
member that this blessing was performed by Mon- 
seigneur Fabre, Bishop of Montreal, in the presence of 
the Bishop of Burington and a large crowd of people. 
Since that time I have not judged it appropriate  to 
begin the planned construction, for it seemed the pre- 
sent Church of St. Joseph would  suffice.  But it is to- 
day evident that the construction must be commenced 
immediately of a larger Church, and in a more central 
location. Of all the parishes in the Diocese of Burling- 
ton, that of St. Joseph is the one which  always  gives 
the largest number of Baptisms,  and  marriages,  yet 
the Church of the said parish is one of our smallest 
Churches, hardly capable of being sufficient for your 
numerous children. -I know well  that  your  parish is 
not rich, but it is generous and obedient, and a work 
undertaken for the glory of God and under the au- 
spices of St. Joseph cannot help but succeed. -For a 
long time you yourselves and your pastor have under- 
stood how difficult it is to have a church that is too 
small and too far from the center of the city. -I there- 
fore wish that under the direction of your venerable 
pastor, you immediately set yourselves to work. The 
honor of the parish is involved through the efforts in- 
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augurated ten years ago, but especially the welfare of 
your souls and the future of the parish require it. 

The numerous graces you have received as parish- 
ioners of St. Joseph's, the happiness you enjoy in the 
midst of your large families  also  require  that  you 
show your gratitude to God in building  a  temple 
worthy of Him Who has prepared for you ineffable 
happiness in Heaven. 

We place this undertaking under the protection of 
the Mother of God, whom we invoke especially  in 
this month of M ay, that everyone will put themselves 
to the task, that everyone without exception will con- 
tribute according to their means. Providence will not 
abandon those who have given.- I pray St. Joseph to 
take under his special protection all those who will as- 
sist in the construction of this church, and we sin- 
cerely hope to see it finished before two years have 
passed. 

Given at Burlington , Vt. the feast of the 
Ascension of Our Lord , 3 May 1883 

+ Louis Bishop of Burlington , Vt." 

 
The eastern half of Lot ''A.', i.e., Lot “A-1",  was sold  by 

the bishop on February 17, 1879 to Sabrina Phipps (Ap- 
pendix H-5 and Appendix G-3). 

On the other hand, the eastern half of Lot "C", i.e., Lot 
"C-1", following its purchase from Oscar and Sabrina 
Phipps in 1883, was sold to Dr. Damase Carriere on Janu- 
ary 2, 1884. After Dr. Carriere's death, Lot "C-r: was pur- 
chased back from his widow, Eugenie  Carriere,  on April 
4, 1893 (Appendix G-6). This latter lot (Lot "C-1") is the 
site of the new rectory constructed in 1904-1905. 

Lot "D" on Elmwood Avenue at Peru Street was pur 
chased  on June 3, 1896 from Elmore Johnson  and Harriet 
B. Johnson  by Frederick  0.  Beaupre who conveyed  it to the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Burlington on June 9  of  that 
year (Appendix H-5 and Appendix G-7). 

Lot "E", a small parcel 66 feet long by 12.5 feet wide lying 
north of Peru Street, after the extension of the latter to 
Elmwood Avenue, was purchased from M.D. McMahon 
and Mary McMahon on March 9, 1897 (Appendix H-5 and 
Appendix G-7). 

The land acquisitions described above provided the pres 
ent sites of St. Joseph Church and Rectory. 

The architect of St. Joseph Church on Allen Street was 
Rev. Joseph Michaud, C.S.V. (Les Clercs de Saint-Viateur 
de Montreal), Architect of the Cathedral of St. James, Mon 
treal, a reduced replica of the Basilica of St. Peter in Rome. 
He worked on the Cathedral from 1880 until its completion 
in 1894. Fr. Michaud is also credited with the construction 
of 100 churches and some 300 religious affiliated buildings 
in the Montreal;r'rois Rivieres area. (Appendix l-8). 

According to a letter sent to William Goss, Archivist for 
the Diocese of Burlington, Fr. Michaud was, for his archi- 

 
 

 
Rev. Joseph Michaud, CSV, Architect, 1883 St. Joseph Church 

 
 

tectural ability, "self-made;' learning from books, observa- 
tion and surveys (Appendix 1-7). In 1868,  Bishop  Bourget 
of Montreal commissioned Fr. Michaud as chaplain of the 
2nd Corps of Papal Zouaves summoned to the defense of 
Pope Pius IX. While in Rome, he took measurements of the 
Basilica of St. Peter and, upon his return to Joliette College 
(where he gave courses in architecture), he had a minia tu re, 
scaled model prepared from  his detailed  plans. This model 
is on exhibit today at l'Ecole Technique de Montreal. Fr. 
Michaud, however, left very few plans, drawings  or 
sketches, but the Clerics of St. Viateur of Montreal are at- 
tempting to compile a list of the churches, convents, rec- 
tories and other buildings in whose construction or restora- 
tion he had a part. 

Information that Fr. Michaud was the architect of St. 
Joseph Church on Allen Street has been provided in the 
written contract between Maxime Manseau  of  Winooski  
and Jerome M. Cloarec for the construction of the walls of 
the ground floor of the church. This October 1, 1883 docu- 
ment stipulated that the walls would be built "according to 
the plans and designs drawn by Rev. Joseph Michaud, 
Montreal, P.Q:' and twenty-five percent of the total cost 
would be retained "until the completion of the work ac- 
cording to the plans and designs, and its approval by the 
architect, Rev. J. Michaud" (Appendix l-9). 

These drawings,  prepared by Fr. Michaud, are stored at 
the Archives, Diocese of Burlington. They provide the de- 
sign of the church building 176 feet 6 inches exterior length 
(for the upper church structure but excluding the original 
rectory that increases the overall length by 32 feet, 6 inches 
plus the 3-foot, 6-inch bay window). The drawings do not 
present  a  design  for  the  original  rectory  at  the South end 
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of the church. Exterior measurements of the completed 
church structure show the church proper to be approxi- 
mately 176 feet 6 inches long, 81 feet 3 inches wide, and 
55 feet high (interior of upper church). 

Other drawings prepared by the architect show the floor 
plan of the upper church with the design of the columns, 
windows and 38 rows of pews to seat 1,216 persons. A 
separate drawing provides the design of the vault (ceiling) 
complete with the medallions as well as the architectural 
design of the ceiling over the side aisles of the church. 

The drawings include detailed measurements for the 
foundation walls (5' 6" wide below grade) and of the mas- 
sive stone piers (2'6" wide) to support the steel columns in 
the chapel and hall plus the superimposed corresponding 
wood columns of the upper church. In addition, a layout 
plan of the floor joists is provided. All of these line draw- 
ings, prepared on a fabric material, were executed in beau- 
tiful, professional detail. 

 

 
Isle LaMotte Greystone Quarry. Pictures taken in 1985. This is a view of two 
areas of the quarry from which all the greystone used for trim of the 1883 St. 
Joseph Church was taken 

 

Work commenced on September 5, 1883. In addition to 
the contract with Maxime Manseau (Appendix I-9) at a cost 
of $2.75 for every rod of 16.5 cubes of masonry for the 
ground floor, Fr. Cloarec negotiated with John Watson 
(Appendix I-10) to provide all of the cut, grey stone from 
Isle LaMotte, signing the contract on February 27, 1884. 
This stone, smoothed to a fine finish, was to be delivered 
to the church building site for the sum of $2,445.00. This 
stone would be used "for the three front doors; the window 
openings of the front and long sides such as is indicated in 
the plans; the facade which includes the two niches drawn 
in the plans; the two statuary niches in the facade; the cor- 
nerstones; the top of the chimney; the two doors of the 
sacristy which are not included in the plans, and, according 
to the preference of the owner, these two doors would have 
the same stone framing as the rest of the door openings 
and window openings" (Appendix I-10). 

Meanwhile, on January 7, 1884, Fr. Cloarec received au- 
thorization from William H. Root and Jane M. Root to 
quarry from the Roots' premises all of the red stone that 
"said Cloarec may desire for the use in building the new 
French Catholic Church on Allen Street (Appendix I-25). 
And this right is granted subject to no payment for the 
stone". This source of the red stone, provided freely by 

 

 
William H. Root Redstone Quarry.  Picture taken in 1985. Quarry  is located 
at the end of Hoover Street, in Burlington 

 
William H. Root, a Protestant and the City Clerk of Bur- 
lington, was the Redstone Quarry off Hoover Street in the 
Southern section of the city. Fr. Cloarec contracted with 
Jerry Benoit for hauling the redstone (Appendix I-10). It 
was used as the face stone not only of the church and origi- 
nal rectory but twenty years later the quarry was reopened 
to remove the additional red stone used in the construction 
of the new rectory on Elmwood Avenue. 

By the end of June, 1884, Maxime Manseau concluded 
his masonry contract as he did not wish to continue. Fr. 
Cloarec arranged at that time for the walls of  the  church 
to be constructed under the direction of Charles Parent, 
master carpenter, and great-grandfather of Debbie Merrill, 
a secretary at St. Joseph Parish office since 1970. George 
Cross (Lacroix) replaced Maxime Manseau and his son 
Rene George, worked with him, according to George's 
grandsons, Paul Provost and Rene LaCross. Matilda 
Rivard's father, Alfred Richard, a brick mason, and her 
uncle, Theophile Chastenay, a stone mason, worked  on 
the construction. Mrs. Marion Gauvreau, a parishioner, men 
tioned that her father, Nelson (Narcisse) Desrochers, gave 
two days a week to this project. Ruth Leclair Hagadorn's 
grandfather, Edward Hatin, devoted one day a week to the 
carpentry. Joseph Gratton, according to his daughter, Mary 
Louise Allard, also did some of the carpentry. Another car 
penter was Francois Guimond (Gilmond), great-grand 
father of Robert Gelineau and Bishop Louis Gelineau of 
Providence. Enoel Morin worked on the glazing. Albert 
Reynolds supervised the plastering. Many others contrib- 
uted their labor, and some of these carved their names in 
the belfry. 

Fr. Cloarec stated that "the work goes on all year; in the 
rigorous months I have only 3 or 4 workmen on the job:' 

The cornerstone was blessed and placed by Bishop deGoes- 
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Cornerstone of the present St. Joseph Church, laid on July 4, 1884 

 

 
briand on July 4, 1884 (Appendix J-2 and J-3). A full 
report which was published in the July 7 issue of the Bur- 

lington Free Press follows: 

The cornerstone of the new French Catholic Church 
on Allen Street was laid with imposing ceremonies on 
Friday. . . . Within the stone was placed the following 
document: 

To the Lord God, Almighty and Bountiful:  In  the 
year of Our Lord 1884 on the 4th day of July, it being 
the anniversary of the declaration of the independence 
of the United States of America, under the reign of our 
glorious Pontiff, Leo XIII, Pope at Rome, Chester A. 
Arthur being President of the United States, John L. 
Barstow, Governor of Vermont, George H. Morse, 
Mayor of the city of Burlington,  Rev.  Jerome  M. 
Claret:; Rector of the present church of St. Joseph; this 
cornerstone of the new church, in honor of St. Joseph, 
patron of the Universal church, was laid by the Right 
Rev.  Louis  deGoesbriand,  first  Bishop  of  the diocese 
of Burlington. The architect of the proposed church is 
Rev. John 5. Michaud (Cleric of St. Viateur of Mon- 
treal). The following Rev. gentlemen were present at 
the ceremony: Very Rev. Thomas Lynch, VG., Rev. 

Daniel I. O'Sullivan, Rev. John Coathuel of Burling- 
ton,  Rev.  George  N.  Caissey  of   St.   Albans, Rev. 

Magiorius Pigeon of Underhill, Rev. John 5. Michaud 
and Rev. Goivader of  Winooski,  Rev.  Edward 
Maloney of Moddlebury, Rev. John ]. Cam of Swan- 
ton, Rev. Francis Yvinec of Milton, Rev. Andrew 
Hamon, Deacon, Thomas Donahue, cleric. 

(NOTE: The architect of St. Joseph Church was not 
Rev. John S. Michaud, but Rev.  Joseph  Michaud, 
Clerc de St. Viateur of Montrea1. Rev. John  S. 
Michaud was the second Bishop of Burlington.) 

Exactly one hundred years later, July 4, 1984, this cere- 
mony was reenacted on the steps with a Mass and re-bless- 
ing of the cornerstone by Msgr. Edwin T. Buckley, Vicar 
General (Appendix J-8). 

 

Re-blessing of the Cornerstone on July 4, 1984 by Msgr. Edwin T. Buckley, 
Vicar General of the Diocese of Burlington 

 
 

 
(Top of picture) St. Joseph Church, probably in 1885, during construction. 
Shows scaffolding on the east and south sides. Perhaps photographed from 
the area of the University of Vermont. Central building, with flagpole, 
became the original part of the Bishop's House on Williams Street 



 

 

 

By May 30, 1885 the walls of the church were finished. 
Work on the house continued and was finished the second 
week of July of that year. The beneficent Societies of St. 
Jean Baptiste and St. Joseph presented the corresponding 
statues placed on each comer of the facade. During 1885 
also, a benefactrice presented a statue of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus for one niche of the facade. 

On May 10, 1886, the plastering of the interior walls was 
commenced by day laborers under the direction of Albert 
Reynolds (Appendix l-11). This job was completed by the 
end of June at a cost of $12,002.59 which included the cost 
of labor for the installation of the steam boilers. Work on 
the church continued throughout the year. House-to-house 
collections were made in the months of May, June, July and 
August; collections were taken at the two Masses every 
Sunday and a bazaar in October yielded $3,750 which 
helped defray the $22,000 construction costs incurred that 
year (Appendix l-13). 

Anxious to enter their new church, a special Vesper ser- 
vice was held on August 16, 1886 by Bishop deGoesbriand, 
assisted by Frs. Cloarec, Coathuel and Yvinec, to celebrate 
the progress in construction (Appendix J-3). Work on the 
church continued in 1887 and 1888 with bazaars each fall, 
lasting 15 and 20 days, respectively, along with the numer- 
ous other fund raising events of the types described for the 
St. Joseph Church on the Hill three decades previously 
(Chapter V). 

The finishing of the interior of the church was accomp- 
lished with exquisite taste. The central section of the ceiling 
of the church is a barrel vault, divided into eight rectangu- 
lar panels containing the following medallions with the in- 
dicated donors and inscriptions: 

 
Panel Medallion Inscription Donor 

1 Panel of the 
Holy Trinity 
(Above the 
Sanctuary) 

DON DES DAMES 
DE LA PAROISSE 

Ladies of the 
Parish (Collection 
made by Mrs. 
Joseph Paquette) 

2 
 

 
3 

Panel of the 
Lamb of God 

 
Panel of the 

DON DE Mn ET 
Mme ANTOINE 
RIOUX 
POTIUS MORI 

Mr. Antoine 
Rioux 

 
Father Jean Marie 

 
4 

Holy Ghost 
Panel of the 

QUAM FOEDARI 
DON DES DAMES 

Coathuel 
Ladies of the Ste. 

 
 

5 

Sacred Heart 
of Jesus 
Panel of the 

DE LA SOCIETE 
STe ANNE 
DON DES 

Anne Society 
 

Congregation of 
 
 

6 

Sacred Heart 
of Mary 
IHS Panel 

ENFANTS DE 
MARIE 
None 

the Children of 
Mary 
None 

7 Alpha-Omega None None 
Panel 

8  Panel of 1886 Father Frani;ois 
Brittany BRETAGNE Marie Yvinec 

VAINCRE OU 
MOURIR 

Panel Under BURLINGTON, VT Society St. Jean 
Choir DON DE LA Baptiste 
Gallery SOCIETE ST 

JEAN-BAPTISTE 
CRAINS DIEU ET 
VA TON CHEMIN 

 

Beaver medalion of  la Societe St. Jean Baptiste (under the Choir Loft) 
 
 

On Easter Sunday, April 10, 1887, the new church was 
inaugurated. His Excellency Bishop deGoesbriand chanted 
Pontifical Vespers in the afternoon. A week later, Rev. 
Edouard Hamon and Rev. Olivier Neault, both Jesuits, 
preached a mission that lasted two weeks, during which 
the placement of the pews in the church continued. At the 
close of the mission, Fr. Hamon established the League of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus and about 500 men became mem- 
bers. 

On Sunday, June 19, 1887, the three new bells were 
blessed by the Very Reverend Thomas Lynch, Vicar Gen- 
eral of the Diocese, delegated for the ceremony by Bishop 
deGoesbriand. According to custom, the bells were given 
names: Joseph Louis Baptiste, weighing 4,457 pounds, 
Marie Jerome Fran ois, 2,243 pounds, and Anne Antoine, 
1,336 pounds. The names of the godparents are inscribed 
on each bell; these persons were chosen in recognition for 
their service to the Church. The names of the bells are self- 
explanatory. Was it Joseph for the patron of the church, 
Louis for the Bishop, and Baptiste for the special saint of 
the French Canadians and for the St. Jean Baptiste Society 
. . . Marie Jerome for the Blessed Virgin and for Fr. 
Cloarec and Francois for Fr. Yvinec ... Anne for St. Anne 
and St. Anne Society and Antoine for that saint and for 
Antoine Rioux (Appendix A-14) 

 
 
 
 

so 
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Verification of the names of the godparents of the bells by Robert Keenan. 
Picture taken by Rev Bernard Messier in 1985 

 
 
 

Each bell bears the following inscription (in French): 

Most Rev. L. deGoesbriand, 1st Bishop of Burlington 
Jerome M. Cloarec, Pastor 
Francois M. Yvinec, Curate and 
Meneely Co., West Troy, NY 1887 

The names of the godparents are inscribed (in French) on 
each bell: 

 
Largest  bell: JOSEPH-LOUIS-BAPTISTE 

Godfathers  & Godmothers: 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Leonide Duhamel }  .  Listed on  the bell  
Mr.  & Mrs. Jean-Marie Hebert as "Marguilliers' 
Mr.  & Mrs. Alphonse  Rousseau        ('Wardens" of  the 

church) 
Soc. of St. Jean Baptiste by its President,  

St. Joseph's Soc. by its 3 Presidents 
Soc. of the Sacred Heart, by C. deVarennes, 

F. Latour and F. Dion 
Mr. & Mrs. Olivier de Varennes, 

Mr. & Mrs. Olivier Cabana 
Mrs. Regis St. Pierre, widow, 

and son, Arthur 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles  Parent, 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Paquette 
Mr. & Mrs. Jean Bapt. Thomas, 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Leveille 
Mr. & Mrs. Edouard Germain, 

Joseph Delorme (grandfather) 
Mr. & Mrs. Francois Guimond, 

Mr. & Mrs. Remi Benoit 

Intermediate bell: MARIE-JEROME-FRANCOIS 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Bte. Dubuc, 
Mr. & Mrs. Francois X. Lamoureux Mr. 

& Mrs. Damase Carrieres, 
Napoleon Thomas & Miss Marcelais 

Mr. & Mrs. Francois X. Beloin, 
Mr. & Mrs. Theophile Fontaine, 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Beauregard, 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Chayer 

Mr. & Mrs.  Avila  Barbeau, 
Mr. & Mrs. Moyse Maurin, 
Mr. & Mrs. Firmin Salois 

Mr. & Mrs. Henri Labombarde, 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Patient, 
Mr. & Mrs. Jos. Roberge 

 
Smallest bell: ANNE-ANTOINE 

Widow Lapierre & Josephine Matthieu 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Latinville, 

Mr. & Mrs. Antoine  Rioux 
Widow Beaupre and her son, Fred 
Mr. & Mrs. David Mitchell, 

Mr. & Mrs. Louis Despins 
Bruno Brouillette and his daughters, 

Sophie & Marie 
Mr. & Mrs. Napoleon Yelle, 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Roy 
Mr. & Mrs. Francois Roy, Mr. 

& Mrs. Israel Couture 

 
The bells were purchased from Meneely & Co., West 

Troy, New York at a price of 19 cents per pound. With their 
combined weight of 8,036 pounds,  their cost  to  the parish 
is calculated to have been $1,526.84. Their present value, 
according to a recent estimate by a representative of the I.T. 
Verdin Bell Company, Cincinnati, Ohio, is $100,000.001 

There is no recorded information concerning the iron 
cross on the steeple. A June 19, 1887 photograph of the 
raising of the bells shows the cross in place. Interviews 
done for this History reveal that the cross was fabricated 
by Joseph Cartier, a blacksmith,  wheelwright and ferrier, 
a parishioner whose shop was on North Street, west of 
Nazareth School. Two of his grandchildren, Alphonse and 
Catherine Cartier, have reported that Mr. Cartier worked 
on the cross in the middle of the street because its dimen- 
sions were too large for his shop. 

There are no records of the purchase of the large copper 
ball which is at the base of the cross, or of the cock which 
surmounts it. Richard Lanou, a member of the History 
Committee, reported that the ball  (and  presumably  the 
cock) was crafted by the J. Ernest Lanou Plumbing Com- 
pany when their shop was at the corner of North and La- 
fountain Streets.  He also stated  that Mr. Lanou  enclosed in 
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the ball the names and birthdates of his children and of his 
nephew and namesake, J. Ernest Lanou. The cock is a re- 
minder of the cock that crowed after St. Peter  had  denied 
the Lord. It is a traditional feature on older Canadian 
churches and distinctive of St. Joseph Church in Burling- 
ton. The cock is gold-leafed and must be  taken  down  for 
the process. Gold-leafing is a delicate process, involving the 
use of a brush and banana oil. Joseph Gassette,  a  painter 
and parishioner, was hired twice to refurbish the gold- 
leafing, the last time in 1917, when he re-painted the belfry. 
The last known gold-leafing was done in 1975 by Raymond 
Moore of Littleton, New Hampshire, when the steeple was 
also re-painted. 

Archbishop Charles Edouard Fabre  of  Montreal,  who 
had blessed a cross erected on the site in 1873, returned on 
the Feast of St. John the Baptist, June 24, 1887, to bless the 
new church. He preached the sermon and Bishop deGoes- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Iron cross, cock and ball on 
steeple of present St. Joseph 
Church 

 

 
Joseph Cartier, a blacksmith 
and ferrier who fabricated the 
iron  cross  for  the  steeple  of 
St. Joseph Church at his shop 
on North Street 

 
 

 
Architecture 

briand celebrated Mass; about 35 priests were present. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Raising of the bells at St. Joseph Church in June 1887 

St. Joseph Church is Baroque Revival or more properly 
Late Italian Renaissance Revival of  Quebec  characterized 
by such distinctive features  as  a  pedimented  pavilion, 
quoin trim and round-arched masonry window and door 
openings (Appendix l-13). These  openings  are  articulated 
by a lighter color limestone trim. Initially,  statues  of  St. 
Jean Baptiste and St. Joseph were supported on plinths at 
opposite upper corners of the facade. The quoined rectan- 
gular base of the steeple supports the octagonal,  open- 
arched drum with ribbed dome where  the  bells  are 
mounted. This motif is repeated  above,  on a smaller scale, 
as a cupola from  which  rises the narrow steeple whose  top 
is surmounted by the Iron Cross. 

Massing-The building is faced with rectangular red- 
stone block including the attached mansard addition at the 
rear. The main block is three bays wide and eight bays 
lengthwise constructed of random coursed, rock face ashlar 
masonry. The windows and door openings above the 
ground floor are arched with keystones. The quoins, as 
well as the window and door trim, are of limestone. 

Facade-The facade, distinguished by a pedimented pa- 
vilion, projects two feet beyond the side walls. The upper 
line of the facade, to the sides of the pavilion, is formed to 
suggest a volute in the manner of the early Baroque 
churches of Italy (example: 11 Gesu, built for the Jesuit 

Order in Rome, 1578-1584). It is executed in limestone and 
terminates in an entablature that serves as a base for an 
urn. This feature masks the roof line. The center pavilion 
and the extreme corners are quoined. The fanned windows 
over the three front doors and the grey steeple are typically 
French Canadian. 

There were also two statues installed  in the niches. One 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus was donated anonymously; 
the other, of the Sacred Heart of Mary, was donated by Les 
Enfants de Marie. The minutes of meetings of Les Enfants 
de  Marie  report  their  fund-raising  activities  to purchase 
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The upper windows of St. 
Joseph Church are typical French 
Quebec design as are the 
rounded door and window open- 
ings in the facade, and the struc- 
tures at the base of the steeple. 
As a point of further interest, the 
Baroque Castle of Versailles, gar- 
den front, near Paris, has win- 
dows almost identical with those 
of St. Joseph Church. Also, a 
Photograph  of  the interior  of  the    W i n d o w  i n  u p p e r  S t  J o s e p h  

Church, 1llustratmg French 
Chapel  of  the  Palace of Versailles Quebec design, as seen from 

reminds one .instanltly of  t th e the interior 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Facade of 1883 St. Joseph Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 

this statue. On August 12, 1885, they presented two plays 
entitled "La Chaumiere Bretonne ou la Malediction d'une 
Mere" and 'Aunt Polly's Lesson:' They raised a total of 
$145. This was a large sum of money to raise by an ama- 
teur production in those days and demonstrates the -strong 
support given by parish organizations. The two statues on 
the outside corners were later removed by Msgr. Pariseau 
because of deterioration. 

The use of Roman Baroque architecture  was encouraged 
by Ignace Bourget, Bishop of Montreal (1842-1885) who 
considered Gothic architecture as alien to Quebec and 
Catholicism (Appendix I-14). Thus, his protege, Fr. Joseph 
Michaud, C.S.V., architect of the Cathedral of St. James, 
Montreal, of St. Joseph Church, Burlington, and a  great 
many other edifices, utilized variations of the Roman Ba- 
roque Revival form in the churches he designed that  liter- 
ally dot the Montreal and Trois Rivieres region (Appendix I-
16). 

vault and supporting columns of St. Joseph Church, so 
striking is the similarity. 

Through studies carried out by Merlin Acomb, of Bur- 
lington, of churches in the Province of Quebec, it is ob- 
vious that the facade of St. Joseph Church  is nearly identi- 
cal to that of the church of St. Joseph du Lac, at Lac des 
Deux Montagnes, west of Montreal. This church was con- 
structed in 1880, just three years before St. Joseph  Church 
in Burlington, and it was designed  by  the same  architect, 
Fr. Joseph Michaud (Appendix A-11). The Burlington 
church is much larger than St. Joseph du Lac and is ele- 
vated on a full basement, presenting it as a more imposing 
edifice. Fr. Michaud also designed similar churches at St. 
Norbert, close to Sorel, and elsewhere in Quebec. 

From a report prepared by Courtney Fisher, an architec- 
tural historian residing in Burlington, the following state- 
ment of architectural significance is taken: 

"St. Joseph Church is significant for two reasons- 
first , as an outstanding example of architecture, and 
second , as the seat of the first French-Canadian Cath- 
olic parish in New England. The rectory, completed in 
1906, eighteen years after the church , is, in its own 
right, an outstanding example of the American Colo- 
nial Revival style. Equally important is the  fact  that 
the church represents a stage of artistic refinement and 
craftsmanship seldom encountered in the late nine- 
teenth century architecture. Unlike  the vast  majority 
of buildings from the period, the church is not an ar- 
chitectural sham. The church's massive architectural 
scale is borne by solid load-bearing masonry con- 
struction throughout - as opposed to a facade of ve- 
neer over a wood frame , and the interior, down to the 
very smallest detail, is carved wood - cast plaster and 
decorative stamped sheet metal being the standard al- 
ternative for the elaborate architectural detailing typi- 
cal of the period. 

Architecturally, the church represents an amalga- 
mation of styles not commonly found in late nine- 
teenth century American architecture, and certainly 

P
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not in Vermont - the Renaissance and the Neo-Classi- 
cal. The reason for this is related directly to the fact 
that the church's architect, the Rev. Joseph Michaud , 
C.S.V ... was a French Canadian, not an American, and 
that Fr. M ichaud 's pat ron , Msgr. Ignace Bourget , the 
Bishop of Montreal, considered Gothic architecture 
alien to French Canada (Quebec) and to Catholicism. 
As Bishop Bourget's protege, Fr. Michaud. devoted his 
studies to the architecture of the Renaissance and Neo- 
Classicism. The result was that the traditions of the 
Renaissance and Neo-Classicism , as represented by the 
architecture of the Catholic Church, were trans- 
planted by Fr. Michaud from Europe  to  French 
Canada in his designs for more than one hundred 
churches and three hundred church affiliated build- 
ings. The only documented example of his work  out- 
side of Canada is St. Joseph Church in Burlington, 
Vermont." 

"Eglise St. Joseph - 1883" is inscribed on the facade. A 
large flight of steps running across almost the whole width 
of the building, leads up to the three entrances. 

 

Interior view of the chapel  at  the  Palace  of  Versailles.  (Compare with  interior of 
St. Joseph Church) 

The interior is divided into three bays north and south, 
with the central bay 24 feet higher than the one on each 
side and almost twice as wide and merges into the sanctu- 
ary. The choir loft extends across the three bays at the 
north end. At the south end, on either side of the sanctu- 
ary, there are two smaller choir lofts. The ceiling is sup- 
ported by 12 pillars of Roman Corinthian design, six on 
each side of the central bay. 

In 1887, over $16,000 was spent finishing the church 
(Appendix 1-13). In addition to the  Sunday  collections, 
there was a fifteen-day bazaar which netted $2,660.  Ba- 
zaars were an important source of income  and  a  social 
event that the whole city enjoyed;  these bazaars  were  held 
at City Hall. In 1895, the bazaar lasted from October 1 to 
21. This raised revenue from parishioners and non-parish- 
ioners to help reduce the parish debt. 

This magnificent edifice was built by the self-sacrifices of 
those hardy  French  Canadian  parishioners  who  placed 
their faith and their trust in God at the top of their  priori-  
ties in erecting thi s, their own church,  as  a  testament  to 
that faith and trust. 

 

Interior view of St. Joseph Church, in 1887. (Compare with interior view of 
Chapel at Palace of Versailles) 
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Front view of 1883 St. Joseph Church (taken in 1985). Architect: Rev. Joseph 
Michaud 

Front view of St. Joseph du Lac Church, Province of Quebec. Architect: Rev. 
Joseph Michaud, 1880 

 

 

Interior  view  of St.  Joseph Church, 1948 


