
765 Co-Op City Boulevard 
Bronx, New York 10475-1601 

Phone: 718-671-8050 
 Fax:    718-320-3776 

www.saintmichaels-cc.org 
Parish Office Hours 

    Monday - Thursday : 
  9:30 AM to 4:30 PM 

Friday:  
9:30 AM-1:30 PM 

      Parish Staff 

Reverend Peter Heasley, S.Th.D, 
Pastor  

Reverend Benedict Paul, Ph.D., 
Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Thomas Tortorella 

Reverend Akram Javid 
Reverend Luis Saldaña 

Sunday Associates  

Brian Freeman, Parish Secretary 
Sarah Glassman, Music Director 

 
Mass Schedule 

Weekdays (Mon.-Sat.): 
9:00 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 
4:00 PM  
Sunday:  
8:30 AM 
10:00 AM 

11:30 AM (Spanish) 
1:00 PM 

Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament 

Saturday: 5:00-6:00PM 
First Fridays: 9:30-4:30PM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Every Saturday: 3:00-3:45 PM 

Baptism and Marriage 
Scheduled by appointment after 
meeting with one of the parish 
priests. Please see the parish 

website for more details. 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
Saint Michael the Archangel Church is a multi-cultural Roman Catholic community seeking to live the faith hon-
estly with courage, warmth, trust, love and hope. We are united together in fellowship as a family. The guiding 

spirit of Christ enables us to serve the needs of others, thereby leading to peace. 

OUR CHRISTIAN LOVE 

The Christmas schedule is as follows: 
 
December 24 (Christmas Eve): 
9:00am Daily Mass 
4:00pm Vigil Mass 
 
December 25 (Christmas Day): 
12:00am Midnight Mass 
8:30am Christmas Mass at Dawn 
10:00am Christmas Mass during the Day 
 
We have changed the missalettes we use for Mass, from The Heritage Missal to Breaking 

Bread. Since we are still unable to have them in the pews, and we are not yet at our normal 
capacity, we will do for the English-language Mass-goers what we have been doing for the 
Spanish Mass, selling the missalettes for $5. This means that, for the next liturgical year 2020-
2021, you keep your own missalette and bring it to Mass with you. Breaking Bread has some 
different hymns, and by bringing yours with you, we’ll all be able to sing together. They will 
be available for sale in the office between Masses on Sunday and during the week. 

You may have received, in the mail, an invitation to participate in the WeShare giving 
program. We began using WeShare this past spring, when public liturgies were suspended. 
Many parishioners have started using WeShare on a weekly basis or to make one-time 
donations, as you can see in our reporting of the weekly collection in this bulletin. WeShare is 
simply a way to give to the parish electronically, using the Internet. It is not a separate 
fundraiser or capital campaign, but takes the place of the paper collection envelopes. Please 
consider making your weekly tithe or a special donation using WeShare. If you have any 
questions, simply contact the Parish Office. 

Saint Claire of Assisi Church (1918 Paulding Avenue, Bronx) will have a Mass in the 
Extraordinary Form (Latin) on Friday, December 6, at 6:00pm. It will be a votive Mass of 
the Sacred Heart, celebrated by Father Roger Kwan. 

Many heartfelt thanks to Reina Zoquier and Ysabel Quinones for the fresh flowers they 
have been laying before the altar for the past few months. 

Fr. Peter 

Saint Michael’s Roman 
Catholic Church 

A Tithing Community 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  NOVEMBER 29 , 2020  



 
 
Advent is a season, traditionally, for meditating upon the Four Last Things: Death, Judgment, Hell, and 

Heaven. This is the end of a sermon given by one of the Church Fathers on the death of Saint Meletius, bishop of 
Antioch (+381). Here, in describing the funeral itself, Gregory of Nyssa portrays what awaits the faithful in death. 
On this First Sunday of Advent, let us use this to reflect on death, which Christ Jesus has made the means of our 
following him into eternal peace. 

 
 

FUNERAL ORATION, BY SAINT GREGORY OF NYSSA  
 
Our Bridegroom has not been taken from us. He stands in our midst, though we see him not. The Priest is 

within the holy place. He is entered into that within the veil, whither our forerunner Christ has entered for us 
(Hebrews 6:20). He has left behind him the curtain of the flesh. No longer does he pray to the type or shadow of 
the things in heaven, but he looks upon the very embodiment of these realities. No longer through a glass darkly 
does he intercede with God, but face to face he intercedes with Him: and he intercedes for us, and for the 
“negligences and ignorances” of the people. He has put away the coats of skin (Genesis 3:21); no need is there 
now for the dwellers in paradise of such garments as these; but he wears the raiment which the purity of his life 
has woven into a glorious dress. “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death” of such a man, or rather it is not 
death, but the breaking of bonds, as it is said, “You have broken my bonds asunder.” Simeon has been let depart. 
He has been freed from the bondage of the body. The “snare is broken and the bird has flown away.” He has left 
Egypt behind, this material life. He has crossed, not this Red Sea of ours, but the black gloomy sea of life. He has 
entered upon the land of promise, and holds high converse with God upon the mount. He has loosed the sandal 
of his soul, that with the pure step of thought he may set foot upon that holy land where there is the Vision of 
God. Having therefore, brethren, this consolation, do ye, who are conveying the bones of our Joseph to the place 
of blessing, listen to the exhortation of Paul: “Sorrow not as others who have no hope 1 Thessalonians 4:13.” 
Speak to the people there; relate the glorious tale; speak of the incredible wonder, how the people in their myriads, 
so densely crowded together as to look like a sea of heads, became all one continuous body, and like some watery 
flood surged around the procession bearing his remains. Tell them how the fair David distributed himself, in 
various ways and manners, among innumerable ranks of people, and danced before that ark in the midst of men of 
the same and of different language. Tell them how the streams of fire, from the succession of the lamps, flowed 
along in an unbroken track of light, and extended so far that the eye could not reach them. Tell them of the eager 
zeal of all the people, of his joining “the company of Apostles,” and how the napkins that bound his face were 
plucked away to make amulets for the faithful. Let it be added to your narration how the Emperor showed in his 
countenance his sorrow for this misfortune, and rose from his throne, and how the whole city joined the funeral 
procession of the Saint. Moreover console each other with the following words; it is a good medicine that 
Solomon has for sorrow; for he bids wine be given to the sorrowful; saying this to us, the labourers in the 
vineyard: “Give,” therefore, “your wine to those that are in sorrow,” not that wine which produces drunkenness, 
plots against the senses, and destroys the body, but such as gladdens the heart, the wine which the Prophet 
recommends when he says: “Wine makes glad the heart of man.” Pledge each other in that liquor undiluted and 
with the unstinted goblets of the word, that thus our grief may be turned to joy and gladness, by the grace of the 
Only-begotten Son of God, through Whom be glory to God, even the Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 



WEEKLY COLLECTION FOR NOVEMBER 22: 

 
Due to publishing deadlines, we will report next week.� 
 

Thank you to those who continue to send in their weekly 
tithe even though they are unable yet to return to Sunday 
Mass. All of us might consider using WeShare to make our 
donations online; please visit the parish website for links and 
information on how to do so. 

Sunday, Nov. 29th : First Sunday of Advent   
 8:30am: Angel Figueroa  
 10:00am: Pro populo 
 11:30am: Alice Perez  
 1:00pm: Pro populo 
Monday, Nov. 30th:St.Andrew, Apostle  
 9:00am: Pro populo 
Tuesday, Dec. 1st:  World AIDS Awareness Day   
 9:00am: Pro populo 
Wednesday, Dec. 2nd:No Events  
 9:00am: Pro populo 
Thursday, Dec. 3rd:St. Francis Xavier  
 9:00am: Jose Ral Figuero 
Friday, Dec. 4th: St. John Damascene, First Friday  
 9:00am: Pro populo 
Saturday, Dec. 5th: First Saturday  
 9:00am: Pro populo 
 4:00pm: Ramon & Catalina Fernandez  
Sunday, Dec. 6th: Second Sunday of Advent   
 8:30am: Richard Phipps 
 10:00am: Pro populo 
 11:30am: Felicita Zeller  
 1:00pm: Pro populo 

Saturday–Sunday, December 5th-6th 

 4:00pm Stephen Perry    
 8:30am: Antonio Baptiste 
 10:00am: Michelle Tapper 
 11:30am: Lourdes Saurez  
 1:00pm: Cedric Hyde  

We pray for mutual understanding in our country and an end 
to violence. 

We pray for our front-line workers during this pandemic: our 
doctors and nurses, our police officers, EMTs, and 
firefighters, our teachers and caregivers, our grocery store 
clerks and restaurant workers, and all exposed to the risk 
of contracting Covid-19. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are living alone, 
especially Eula Burton. 

We pray for the members of our parish serving in the military, 
especially SFC Lamont Cleare. 

We pray for the protection of the unborn, of children, the 
sick, and the elderly. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are homebound, 
especially Maria Santiago  

We pray that the peace of Christ soon fill the earth. 

NOVEMBER 29 , 2020  FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

 

Monday: Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 4:18-22 
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17;  
 Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a;  
 Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday: Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31  
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6;  
 Mt 9:35 — 10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 85:9-14; 2 Pt 3:8-14;  
 Mk 1:1-8 

Sanctuary Lamp  
In honor of   

Brother Peter 

Those who are over 65 or have underlying health conditions are 
cautioned not to come to Mass. 

Once inside, please obey all instruction from the ushers, the 
priests, and the deacon. Wear a mask. Maintain a six-foot 

distance. There will be no physical Sign of Peace or 
Presentation of the Gifts. Communion may be received on the 

tongue or in the hand, but not on gloves. Singing will be 
limited, as we have removed the missalettes.  

If you cannot walk forward to receive Holy Communion, you 
must sit in the first row of pews. The priests and deacon will 

not walk back to you. 


