
765 Co-Op City Boulevard 
Bronx, New York 10475-1601 

Phone: 718-671-8050 
 Fax:    718-320-3776 

www.saintmichaels-cc.org 
Parish Office Hours 

    Monday - Thursday : 
  9:30 AM to 4:30 PM 

Friday:  
9:30 AM-1:30 PM 

      Parish Staff 

Reverend Peter Heasley, S.Th.D, 
Pastor  

Reverend Benedict Paul, Ph.D., 
Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Thomas Tortorella 

Reverend Akram Javid 
Reverend Luis Saldaña 

Sunday Associates  

Brian Freeman, Parish Secretary 
Sarah Glassman, Music Director 

 
Mass Schedule 

Weekdays (Mon.-Sat.): 
9:00 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 
4:00 PM  
Sunday:  
8:30 AM 
10:00 AM 

11:30 AM (Spanish) 
1:00 PM 

Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament 

Saturday: 5:00-6:00PM 
First Fridays: 9:30-4:30PM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Every Saturday: 3:00-3:45 PM 

Baptism and Marriage 
Scheduled by appointment after 
meeting with one of the parish 
priests. Please see the parish 

website for more details. 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
Saint Michael the Archangel Church is a multi-cultural Roman Catholic community seeking to live the faith hon-
estly with courage, warmth, trust, love and hope. We are united together in fellowship as a family. The guiding 

spirit of Christ enables us to serve the needs of others, thereby leading to peace. 

OUR CHRISTIAN LOVE 

The Christmas schedule is as follows: 
 
December 24 (Christmas Eve): 
9:00am Daily Mass 
4:00pm Vigil Mass 
 
December 25 (Christmas Day): 
12:00am Midnight Mass 
 
8:30am Christmas Mass at Dawn 
10:00am Christmas Mass during the Day 
 
We have changed the missalettes we use for Mass, from The Heritage Missal to Breaking 

Bread. Since we are still unable to have them in the pews, and we are not yet at our normal 
capacity, we will do for the English-language Mass-goers what we have been doing for the 
Spanish Mass, selling the missalettes for $5. This means that, for the next liturgical year 2020-
2021, you keep your own missalette and bring it to Mass with you. Breaking Bread has some 
different hymns, and by bringing yours with you, we’ll all be able to sing together. They will 
be available for sale in the office between Masses on Sunday and during the week. 

You may have received, in the mail, an invitation to participate in the WeShare giving 
program. We began using WeShare this past spring, when public liturgies were suspended. 
Many parishioners have started using WeShare on a weekly basis or to make one-time 
donations, as you can see in our reporting of the weekly collection in this bulletin. WeShare is 
simply a way to give to the parish electronically, using the Internet. It is not a separate 
fundraiser or capital campaign, but takes the place of the paper collection envelopes. Please 
consider making your weekly tithe or a special donation using WeShare. If you have any 
questions, simply contact the Parish Office. 

Advent Reconciliation Monday: On Monday, December 21, every parish in the 
diocese of New York, Brooklyn, and Rockville Center will offer the Sacrament of Penance, 
from 4:00-8:00pm. Come and prepare for Christmas through Confession! 

Pope Francis has declared the year 2021 the Year of Saint Joseph. Please visit the parish 
website for a link on how to participate – there is an opportunity for a plenary indulgence! 
We will have more to come in these pages, as well. 

 
Fr. Peter 

Saint Michael’s Roman 
Catholic Church 

A Tithing Community 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  DECEMBER 13 , 2020  



Advent is a season, traditionally, for meditating upon the Four Last Things: Death, Judgment, Hell, and 
Heaven. Hell can be a difficult topic of discussion, but it is a reality we need to face now, lest we face it forever. 
Below are excerpts from a well-known sermon on hell by the German priest, Fr. Francis Hunolt (+1746). 

 

ON THE JUSTICE AND MERCY OF GOD IN CONDEMNING THE SINNER 

“Which of you shall convince Me of sin?” (John 8:46). 
God seeks and desires nothing more than that man by keeping the commandments should escape hell and be eternally 

happy in heaven; to that end He gives us so many warnings to be on our guard against the fire of hell, and He threatens us 
with that terrible punishment that fear may urge us to work out our salvation… And how long does He not wait for the 
sinner who is actually in mortal sin, although He has then the undoubted right of sending him at once into hell? How often 
does He not, as it were, beg and pray, and urge him to come back, promising to receive him again as His dear child, and 
assuring him that the angels will rejoice at his conversion? Is it not a clear proof that the good God does not wish the sinner 
to be lost? Now, if in spite of all this the sinner obstinately persists in wickedness, and continues to be the enemy of God; if 
he says, by his actions: I do not wish to be free from sin; I know that eternal fire is my doom; let it be so; let me go to hell; it 
is nothing to me; I will not be converted; then is the Lord God, on account of His infinite holiness and justice, which do not 
allow Him to leave wickedness unpunished, compelled, as it were, to do what he is unwilling to do, and to condemn to hell 
that man whom He would willingly have had with Himself in heaven… 

You know, my dear brethren, what goes on in the workshop of the artist who is making a statue out of metal; while the 
furnace is glowing, the metal melting, and the tools all in readiness, he can make whatever statue he pleases – a man, an angel, 
a lion, a devil. But when the metal has been already poured out and has grown cold, can he then improve on or change the 
statue that has just been made? No; as it comes from the mould so it must remain. Christians! as long as we are in this life we 
are like the molten metal, and can become a likeness of God by grace, or a likeness of the devil by sin; when death comes, the 
casting is over, and we retain the figure we receive therein, that is, in our last moment. If it is the diabolical figure of a 
reprobate sinner it cannot be changed any more, and the sinner is no longer in a state to do proper penance or to awaken a 
meritorious contrition for his sins. Nay, according to St. Gregory, the reprobate are not only incapable of meritorious 
contrition and sorrow, but for all eternity they will retain obstinately and pertinaciously the wicked will in which they died. 
Although they know that God is their only happiness and is worthy of all love, they will hate and curse Him forever. From 
this again the conclusion is evident: since the malice of sin lasts forever, God must hate and punish it forever; and since the 
sinner, now obstinately persisting in his wickedness, does not cease to be wicked and to curse his Creator, neither can God 
cease to take vengeance on the sinner. Consequently it is and must be true that eternal fire is meet chastisement for even one 
mortal sin… 

God, our heavenly Father… offers us an eternal inheritance of infinite goods, an eternal heaven filled with all imaginable 
joys as the reward of our obedience and service, and that too a short service that lasts only as long as this mortal, uncertain 
life of ours. See, he says to every one; take upon you My sweet yoke; remain faithful to Me only for a short time; love Me and 
keep My commandments; I will give you help and grace enough to do what I require of you… But if you refuse me that 
short service, if you abandon and insult Me, although I have given you no occasion to do so, and persist in your obstinacy till 
death, and thus prevent Me from fulfilling My desire to make you happy, then I will cast you into the lake of fire in which 
you shall burn forever without hope of release. You must either go to heaven, where I wish you to be, or else suffer for 
eternity in hell… 

Ah, dear Christians! for God’s sake order your lives so that you may not have one day to descend into that eternal fire. 
The time we have here is very short; let us use it so that we may be eternally happy! And do Thou, O God of mercy! grant 
that the thought of this fire may sink so deeply into my mind and into the minds of my hearers that it may never be forgotten 
by us!… Therefore we must enter on the right way, and, which is the only object Thou hast in view in threatening us with an 
eternal hell, arrive at the possession of Thyself in everlasting joys. Amen. 

 

 

 



WEEKLY COLLECTION FOR DECEMBER 6: 

Sunday, December 6: $6,654 
Building Fund: $974 
WeShare, Nov. 30–Dec. 6: $775 
 
Thank you to those who continue to send in their weekly 

tithe even though they are unable yet to return to Sunday Mass. 
All of us might consider using WeShare to make our donations 
online; please visit the parish website for links and information 
on how to do so. 

Sunday, Dec. 13th : Third Sunday of Advent  
 8:30am: Anthony Cisco  
 10:00am: Estella Meredith & Priscilla Murphy   
 11:30am: Francisco Villa  
 1:00pm: Pro populo 
Monday, Dec. 14th: St. John of the Cross  
 9:00am: Rosssana Cruz ( Special Intention )  
Tuesday, Dec. 15th:No Saints or Special Observances  
 9:00am: Mr. & Mrs. Wilmot Bythewood  
Wednesday, Dec. 16th: Las Posadas begins  
 9:00am: Richard Erazo  
Thursday, Dec. 17th: No Saints or Special Observances  
 9:00am: Luz Baez 
Friday, Dec. 18th: No Saints or Special Observances  
 9:00am: Herminia Marte Reyes  
Saturday, Dec. 19th: No Saints or Special Observances  
 9:00am: Pro populo 
 4:00pm: Marcela Ramirez ( Special Intention )  
Sunday, Dec. 20th:  Fourth Sunday of Advent  
 8:30am: Pro populo  
 10:00am: Vincent Mc Donnell ( Special Intention )  
 11:30am: Angela Puig ( Special Intention)  
 1:00pm: Virtudes Rosario ( Special Intention)  

Saturday–Sunday, December 19th-20th 

 4:00pm Stephen Perry   
 8:30am: Antonio Baptiste  
 10:00am: Christina Nevers  
 11:30am: Rosaura Cruz  
 1:00pm: Michelle Tapper  

We pray for mutual understanding in our country and an end 
to violence. 

We pray for our front-line workers during this pandemic: our 
doctors and nurses, our police officers, EMTs, and 
firefighters, our teachers and caregivers, our grocery store 
clerks and restaurant workers, and all exposed to the risk 
of contracting Covid-19. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are living alone, 
especially Eula Burton. 

We pray for the members of our parish serving in the military, 
especially SFC Lamont Cleare. 

We pray for the protection of the unborn, of children, the 
sick, and the elderly. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are homebound, 
especially Maria Santiago  

We pray that the peace of Christ soon fill the earth. 

DECEMBER 13 , 2020  THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6, 7bc-9;  
 Mt 21:23-27 
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19,  
 23; Mt 21:28-32 
Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14;  
 Lk 7:18b-23 
Thursday: Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17;  
 Mt 1:1-17 
Friday: Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19;  
 Mt 1:18-25 
Saturday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a;  
 Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; Lk 1:5-25 
Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27,  
 29; Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38 

Sanctuary Lamp  
 

Those who are over 65 or have underlying health conditions are 
cautioned not to come to Mass. 

Once inside, please obey all instruction from the ushers, the 
priests, and the deacon. Wear a mask. Maintain a six-foot 

distance. There will be no physical Sign of Peace or 
Presentation of the Gifts. Communion may be received on the 

tongue or in the hand, but not on gloves. Singing will be 
limited, as we have removed the missalettes.  

If you cannot walk forward to receive Holy Communion, you 
must sit in the first row of pews. The priests and deacon will 

not walk back to you. 


