
765 Co-Op City Boulevard 
Bronx, New York 10475-1601 

Phone: 718-671-8050 
 Fax:    718-320-3776 

www.saintmichaels-cc.org 
Parish Office Hours 

    Monday - Thursday : 
  9:30 AM to 4:30 PM 

Friday:  
9:30 AM-1:30 PM 

      Parish Staff 

Reverend Peter Heasley, S.Th.D, 
Pastor  

Reverend Benedict Paul, Ph.D., 
Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Thomas Tortorella 

Reverend Akram Javid 
Reverend Luis Saldaña 

Sunday Associates  

Brian Freeman, Parish Secretary 
Sarah Glassman, Music Director 

 
Mass Schedule 

Weekdays (Mon.-Sat.): 
9:00 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 
4:00 PM  
Sunday:  
8:30 AM 
10:00 AM 

11:30 AM (Spanish) 
1:00 PM 

Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament 

Saturday: 5:00-6:00PM 
First Fridays: 9:30-4:30PM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Every Saturday: 3:00-3:45 PM 

Baptism and Marriage 
Scheduled by appointment after 
meeting with one of the parish 
priests. Please see the parish 

website for more details. 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
Saint Michael the Archangel Church is a multi-cultural Roman Catholic community seeking to live the faith hon-
estly with courage, warmth, trust, love and hope. We are united together in fellowship as a family. The guiding 

spirit of Christ enables us to serve the needs of others, thereby leading to peace. 

OUR CHRISTIAN LOVE 

 

The parish office is happy to provide reports on your giving to the parish in 
2020 for tax purposes. If you would like your statement, please call the office – we 
will not automatically provide giving statements for everyone in the parish. On that 
note, please let me say, once again, that you have been very generous to your parish, 
especially during our Covid-19 lockdowns and restrictions. 

We will have another Bible Study throughout Lent. Deacon Tom will lead us 
through the Passion and Resurrection Narratives of Jesus, those stories in the 
gospels about his suffering, death, and resurrection – the Easter mysteries. Meetings 
will be held on six consecutive Saturdays of Lent, beginning February 20, at 10:00am. 

Ash Wednesday is this Wednesday, February 17. Ashes will be distributed at 
the 9am Mass, 12noon service, and 7pm Mass. We will not be able to distribute ashes 
at any other time. 

Because of the risk of Covid-19, the way we give out ashes this year will 
change, according to protocols set by the Archdiocese. Instead of rubbing ashes into 
the forehead, which would require sanitizing our hands between each person, we will 
sprinkle ashes on the top of the head. This practice is not unusual, in fact – it is the 
method by which ashes are distributed in Europe and many other parts of the world. 
While we will not have a visible sign of our repentance this year, this can be for us an 
opportunity to practice what our Lord Jesus teaches in the Sermon on the Mount, 
that when we give alms, fast, and pray, we do so in secret, so that “our Father who 
sees in secret” might repay us (Matt 6:1-18). 
 

 
Fr. Peter 

Saint Michael’s Roman 
Catholic Church 

A Tithing Community 

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  FEBRUARY 14,  2021 



ON WHO WE ARE BEFORE OTHERS  

 
It has been for us, as a church and as an earthly society, a year both difficult and revealing. The threat of Covid-19 really 

began looming about a year ago at this time, when isolated cases began appearing in various parts of our country. Since then, 
various forms of restrictions and lockdowns have continued. We have felt these lockdowns and restrictions financially, 
emotionally, and spiritually. Financially, many have lost jobs or seen their income reduced. Emotionally, many have been left 
to suffer the loneliness of isolation and the strain of living in close quarters with those who might be hard to live with or who 
are downright abusive. Spiritually, we have lost a sense of how essential the practice of our faith really is. Among our 
difficulties, this is the most dangerous, because without the practice of our faith, we lose touch with God, who has called us 
to know him through worship. 

All of these difficulties have been very revealing as well. It is fair to say that many of us have been surprised to see how 
members of our family, our friends, and neighbors have reacted very differently to the threat of the virus, lockdowns, and 
restrictions. Some have been exceedingly cautious in protecting themselves from infection while others have been rather 
nonchalant. This does not seem to correspond to political affiliations, either, though many have accused our authorities of 
politicizing the threat, that is, of using it to political advantage. This has been another area of revelation, discovering how we 
and those whom we know react to restrictions on our liberties and coercion by authorities to wear masks and to sanitize our 
hands. Some of us have been critical of our leaders in how they’ve handled the situation – this is normal, and it would be 
abnormal if our leaders were not criticized. Some have gone much further, suggesting that the virus is a coordinated effort to 
control, and even eliminate, a great percentage of the world’s population. It has been revealing to see our friends and families 
respond this way. 

Without giving credence to any particular theory or set of criticisms, I would like to present, for your consideration, a 
brief spiritual reflection on our reaction to the virus. In particular, I would like to show how the most extreme reactions to 
the threat of disease reveal spiritual disfunction in our individual souls. There have been some among us who have not only 
exercised extreme caution in practicing given protocols, but who delight in enforcing those protocols on others, both friends 
and strangers. There have been others who have defiantly flaunted such protocols, the so-called “Karens” we have come to 
disparage. Here emerges the first kind of spiritual disfunction, the ostracization of individuals and groups by those who 
consider themselves arbiters of the law. It is the subject of our Lord’s miracle recorded in today’s Gospel reading, the healing 
of a man with leprosy (Mark 1:40-45). The Levitical law had shunned those with contagious disease, as we hear in our first 
reading (Lev 13:1-2.44-46). It is certainly necessary to avoid spreading contagion. Being on the lookout and enjoying the 
enforcement of protocols when we are not in a position of authority, or when it goes beyond reasonable measures, is an 
exercise in pride; we set ourselves in a position over others. So, likewise, is flaunting protocols, setting oneself above or 
beyond reproach. Pride is a deadly sin. The remedy for such a spiritual disfunction is humility, and involves asking 
courteously for a fellow shopper or church-goer to wear the mask properly as well as obeying such a request made by others. 
This is the approach of the leper in today’s Gospel reading, a humble “please.” 

Second, with regard to theories about the purposes of the virus and/or the vaccines, we come across more spiritual 
dangers. First, we face the problem of knowledge and its purpose. There are many out there proposing that the virus, 
measures to control the spread of the virus, or the vaccine are meant to control the world’s population in some way. Coming 
across information like this can be exhilarating, feeding our fears into a frenzy. Caution with respect to those in charge is 
always prudent; accusing them of impending genocide, without adequate knowledge, is a gross breach of charity. Remember 
that our Lord Jesus placed himself knowingly and willingly under the hand of incompetent and murderous authorities and he 
did so for the purposes of saving us. We, who lack full knowledge of our circumstances and the full exercise of individual 
freedom before authorities, cannot be blamed for the harm they might do to us. We can be blamed for wrongly attributing 
murderous intentions to those in charge and for setting our brothers and sisters against them. This is to destabilize the very 
society we hope to preserve. The response to a perceived threat of some totalitarian or communistic takeover cannot be 
anarchic libertarianism. 

Our spiritual souls thrive on virtue. The way of virtue is a way of balance between two extremes. We do not avoid 
gluttony by starving ourselves. Virtuous living in society is reasonable. We must take a reasonable approach to the danger and 
difficulties all around us. This means not making ourselves into authorities over others and it means not completely 
distrusting those who are in authority. It allows for a cautious approach to so far untested vaccines without forcing others to 
take it or perceiving it as a purposeful threat to our lives. It means believing that whether we live or whether we die, we 
belong to the Lord Jesus (Saint Paul teaches us how we are to treat our neighbors who have differing approaches to 
difficulties and dangers in Romans 14). Jesus will not abandon us to eternal death or even to our worst fears, so long as we 
belong to Him, and Him alone, in humility� 



WEEKLY COLLECTION FOR FEBRUARY 7: 

Sunday, February 7: $3,732 
Building Fund: $601 
WeShare February 1-7: $1,040 
 
Thank you to those who continue to send in their weekly tithe even 

though they are unable yet to return to Sunday Mass. All of us might 
consider using WeShare to make our donations online; please visit the 
parish website for links and information on how to do so. 

Sunday, Feb. 14th : Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time; World 
Marriage Day; Valentine’s Day  

 8:30am: Pro populo  
 10:00am: Lori Mosby  
 11:30am: Maria J. Rivera   
 1:00pm: Rosa Maria Pena  
Monday, Feb. 15th: Presidents’ Day  ( Parish Office Closed ) 
 9:00am: Pro populo  

 Tuesday, Feb. 16th:Mardi Gras; Shrove Tuesday 
 9:00am: Robbie Johnson  

 Wednesday, Feb. 17th:Ash Wednesday; Fast and Abstinence; 
        Almsgiving 
 9:00am: Deceased Members of the Deleon family 
 7:00pm  Pro populo 
Thursday, Feb. 18th:No Saints or Special Observances  
 9:00am: Leon Meredith  
Friday, Feb. 19th: Abstinence  
 9:00am: Alfredo Ortega   

Saturday, Feb. 20th: No Saints or Special Observances 
 9:00am: Thomas V. Herlihy 
 4:00pm: Giving thanks to God  
Sunday, Feb. 21st:   First Sunday of Lent; Rite of Election 
 8:30am: Pro populo  
 10:00am: William Figueroa  
 11:30am: Berta Araujo & Gabriele Perez  
 1:00pm: Pro-populo  

Saturday–Sunday, February  20th-21st 

 4:00pm Stephen Perry  
 8:30am: Antonio Baptiste 
 10:00am: Maria Lorenzana  
 11:30am: Nelly Rodriguez 
 1:00pm: Cedric Hyde  

We pray for mutual understanding in our country and an end 
to violence. 

We pray for our front-line workers during this pandemic: our 
doctors and nurses, our police officers, EMTs, and 
firefighters, our teachers and caregivers, our grocery store 
clerks and restaurant workers, and all exposed to the risk 
of contracting Covid-19. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are living alone, 
especially Eula Burton. 

We pray for the members of our parish serving in the military, 
especially SFC Lamont Cleare. 

We pray for the protection of the unborn, of children, the 
sick, and the elderly. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are homebound, 
especially Maria Santiago  

We pray that the peace of Christ soon fill the earth. 

FEBRUARY 14, 2021 SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: Gn 4:1-15, 25; Ps 50:1, 8, 16bc-17, 20-21; 
 Mk 8:11-13 
Tuesday: Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10; Ps 29:1a, 2, 3ac-4, 3b,  
 9c-10; Mk 8:14-21 
Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18; Ps 51:3-6ab, 12-14, 17;  
 2 Cor 5:20 — 6:2; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 
Thursday: Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 9:22-25 
Friday: Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-6ab, 18-19; Mt 9:14-15 
Saturday: Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-6; Lk 5:27-32 
Sunday: Gn 9:8-15; Ps 25:4-9; 1 Pt 3:18-22;  
 Mk 1:12-15 

Sanctuary Lamp  
In loving Memory of   

Lori Mosby  

Those who are over 65 or have underlying health conditions are 
cautioned not to come to Mass. 

Once inside, please obey all instruction from the ushers, the 
priests, and the deacon. Wear a mask. Maintain a six-foot 

distance. There will be no physical Sign of Peace or 
Presentation of the Gifts. Communion may be received on the 

tongue or in the hand, but not on gloves. Singing will be 
limited, as we have removed the missalettes.  

If you cannot walk forward to receive Holy Communion, you 
must sit in the first row of pews. The priests and deacon will 

not walk back to you. 


