
765 Co-Op City Boulevard 
Bronx, New York 10475-1601 

Phone: 718-671-8050 
 Fax:    718-320-3776 

www.saintmichaels-cc.org 
Parish Office Hours 

    Monday - Thursday : 
  9:30 AM to 4:30 PM 

Friday:  
9:30 AM-1:30 PM 

      Parish Staff 

Reverend Peter Heasley, S.Th.D, 
Pastor  

Reverend Benedict Paul, Ph.D., 
Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Thomas Tortorella 

Reverend Akram Javid 
Reverend Luis Saldaña 

Sunday Associates  

Brian Freeman, Parish Secretary 
Sarah Glassman, Music Director 

 
Mass Schedule 

Weekdays (Mon.-Sat.): 
9:00 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 
4:00 PM  
Sunday:  
8:30 AM 
10:00 AM 

11:30 AM (Spanish) 
1:00 PM 

Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament 

Saturday: 5:00-6:00PM 
First Fridays: 9:30-4:30PM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Every Saturday: 3:00-3:45 PM 

Baptism and Marriage 
Scheduled by appointment after 
meeting with one of the parish 
priests. Please see the parish 

website for more details. 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
Saint Michael the Archangel Church is a multi-cultural Roman Catholic community seeking to live the faith hon-
estly with courage, warmth, trust, love and hope. We are united together in fellowship as a family. The guiding 

spirit of Christ enables us to serve the needs of others, thereby leading to peace. 

 

OUR CHRISTIAN LOVE 

As a reminder, Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fast and abstinence. On 
these days, for those aged 18-59, we may take one full meal, as well as two smaller meals 
(“snacks”) that do not equal one full meal. No meat may be taken on these days or on any 
Friday of Lent. 

Every Friday, after the 9am Mass, we will have Stations of the Cross. 
Lent and Easter are special seasons in our liturgical year, drawing us deeply into the 

mysteries of our faith. The way we pray together as a parish can help us follow where the 
Holy Spirit is leading us. So that we might feel the solemn and serious nature of what we are 
doing at Holy Mass, during Lent and Easter we are praying certain parts of the Mass, 
especially those parts that we sing together, in Latin. Latin is the language of the Roman 
Catholic Church (which is often called the Latin Church). Sarah will lead us in singing these 
Mass parts. These parts of the Mass are the Kyrie (“Lord, have mercy”), Gloria (“Glory to 
God”), Sanctus (“Holy, holy, holy”), Memorial Acclamation (“The mystery of faith”), the 
Pater Noster (“Our Father”), and Agnus Dei (“Lamb of God”). The words for these are in 
the Breaking Bread hymnal, nos. 855-861, and in Misal del Día, nos. 325-329. We also have side-
by-side translations of the Latin prayers into English in the vestibule. 

Friday, March 19, is the Solemnity of Saint Joseph. Pope Francis has declared this year 
the Year of Saint Joseph. In concert with Cardinal Dolan, we will have a Consecration to 
Saint Joseph after the 9am Mass on March 19. Please come and commit yourself to the Most 
Chaste Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Patron of the Universal Church, Mirror of 
Patience, and Terror of Demons. 

Also on March 19, at 6pm, the church of Saint Clare of Assisi, 1918 Paulding Avenue in 
the Bronx, is celebrating a Missa Cantata on the Feast of Saint Joseph in the Extraordinary 
Form, set to Duruflé’s Messe Cum Jubilo. 

There has been some question about the morality of taking the Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine against Covid-19. Please see the next page for some analysis of the situation. 
 

 
Fr. Peter 

Saint Michael’s Roman 
Catholic Church 

A Tithing Community 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT   MARCH 14,  2021 



 

MORE CONCERNS ABOUT COVID-19 VACCINES 

Many have expressed concern about whether it is morally acceptable to take the newly-approved and available 
vaccine against Covid-19 produced by Janssen/Johnson & Johnson. This is due to the fact that, more than the 
Pfizer and Moderna vaccines, the Johnson & Johnson vaccine relies on stem cells derived from aborted fetuses. 
More specifically, the Pfizer and Moderna mRNA vaccines do not rely on these aborted stem cells in the 
production of the vaccine, but in their testing, they do utilize these stem cells. The Johnson & Johnson vaccine 
relies on these stem cells both in production and testing. 

Catholics are always free to bear witness to the sanctity of human life and, thus, avoid, wherever possible, any 
demonstration that they support the practice of abortion. Taking any one of the three vaccines currently available 
constitutes some level of participation in the original act of abortion, however remote. The Vatican and the U.S. 
bishops have repeatedly stated that, in most cases, the level of participation is so remote as to be morally negligible, 
given the situation of the pandemic. That said, anyone is also free to demonstrate their unwillingness to participate 
in abortion and its evil by refusing the vaccine. In short, we are free to take the vaccines or not. 

With regard specifically to the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, one can take it, especially if there are limited 
options. Bishop Rhoades and Archbishop Naumann, speaking as head of doctrine and chair of the Committee on 
Pro-Life Activities of the USCCB, stated on March 2: 

“The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith has judged that ‘when ethically irreproachable Covid-19 
vaccines are not available … it is morally acceptable to receive Covid-19 vaccines that have used cell lines from 
aborted fetuses in their research and production process.’ However, if one can choose among equally safe and 
effective COVID-19 vaccines, the vaccine with the least connection to abortion-derived cell lines should be 
chosen. Therefore, if one has the ability to choose a vaccine, Pfizer or Moderna’s vaccines should be chosen 
over Johnson & Johnson’s.” 

The question of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine is particularly relevant to the residents of Co-op City, since, it 
seems, that is the vaccine being made available here. That Co-op City has its own vaccination site (177 Dreiser 
Loop/Auditorium) is good news, especially given the low level of vaccination here so far. In an email addressed to 
his constituents, Rep. Jamaal Bowman states that only 7% of Co-op City residents have been vaccinated, compared 
to 13% statewide, and this is due to transportation barriers and internet issues. In other words, we have an elderly 
population here. For many residents, not only may it be easier to receive the Johnson & Johnson vaccine here, it 
may be the only option.  

Given all of these considerations, it is permissible to take the Johnson & Johnson vaccine here in Co-op City. 
To quote bishops Rhoades and Naumann again, “While we should continue to insist that pharmaceutical 
companies stop using abortion-derived cell lines, given the world-wide suffering that this pandemic is causing, we 
affirm again that being vaccinated can be an act of charity that serves the common good.” If it is possible, it is 
certainly better to opt for the more morally acceptable Pfizer and Moderna vaccines. 

A helpful chart laying out the “ethical profile” of each of the vaccines, as develop by the National Catholic 
Bioethics Center, can be found at www.fathertad.com. 

We address the morality of one vaccine or another because what we do with our bodies matters. Human 
beings are embodied souls, spirit and flesh. Gorging on food is wrong, so is getting drunk. It also matters what we 
do to other people’s bodies. Physical abuse of another person is sinful. So are sexual relations outside of marriage. 
Abortion is evil because it is the willful destruction of another person’s body. Even if a work of technology brings 
us safety and well-being, if it comes at the cost of another person’s life, we must carefully evaluate its morality. We 
makes the same considerations for public safety and the right to one’s own life when we think about the death 
penalty and going to war. These are not easy considerations but we must make them. Vaccines bring us health and 
safety, but we must consider the cost at which they do so. This is true of other technologies as well: think of the 
ease and efficiency of modern life as provided by online shopping and cell phones. As is currently coming to light, 
that ease of life for us comes through, sometimes, degrading work standards for others, slave labor, and even child 
labor. We have questions we must make to the Lord in prayer. 



WEEKLY COLLECTION FOR MARCH 7: 

Sunday, March 7: $5,616 
Building Fund: $1,236 
WeShare March 1-7: $1,240 
 
Thank you to those who continue to send in their weekly 

tithe even though they are unable yet to return to Sunday Mass. 
All of us might consider using WeShare to make our donations 
online; please visit the parish website for links and information 
on how to do so. 

Sunday, Mar. 14th : Fourth Sunday of Lent, Second Scruti-
ny, Daylight Saving Time Begins  

 8:30am: Pro populo  
 10:00am: Fernando Rivera  
 11:30am: Rosa Wilson  
 1:00pm: Pro populo  
Monday, Mar. 15th: No Saints or Special Observances   
 9:00am: Erwin Alapide 

 Tuesday, Mar.16th: No Saints or Special Observances   
 9:00am: Pro populo  

 Wednesday, Mar. 17th:St. Patrick 
 9:00am: Pro populo  
Thursday, Mar. 18th:St. Cyril of Jerusalem  
 9:00am: Pro populo  

Friday, Mar. 19th:       St. Joseph; Abstinence 
              9:00am:       Hilda Hayes 
Saturday, Mar. 20th:  Spring begins  
 9:00am:  Mr. & Mrs. Wilmont  
 4:00pm:  All Members of the Military ( Special In     

tention ) 
Sunday, Mar. 21st: Fifth Sunday of Lent, Third Scrutiny  
 8:30am:  Luz Pagan ( Special Intention ) 
 10:00am:  Yesudasi Wilson  
 11:30am:  Gabriele Perez 
 1:00pm:  Pro populo  

Saturday–Sunday, March 20th-21st 

 4:00pm Stephen Perry  
 8:30am: Antonio Baptiste 
 10:00am: Maria Lorenzana  
 11:30am: Lourdes Suarez 
 1:00pm: Michelle Tapper  

We pray for mutual understanding in our country and an end 
to violence. 

We pray for our front-line workers during this pandemic: our 
doctors and nurses, our police officers, EMTs, and 
firefighters, our teachers and caregivers, our grocery store 
clerks and restaurant workers, and all exposed to the risk 
of contracting Covid-19. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are living alone, 
especially Eula Burton. 

We pray for the members of our parish serving in the military, 
especially SFC Lamont Cleare. 

We pray for the protection of the unborn, of children, the 
sick, and the elderly. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are homebound, 
especially Maria Santiago  

We pray that the peace of Christ soon fill the earth. 

MARCH 14, 2021 FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT   

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

 
Monday: Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13b; Jn 4:43-54 
Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 5:1-16 
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18;  
 Jn 5:17-30 
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-23; Jn 5:31-47 
Friday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29;  
 Rm 4:13:16-18, 22; Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or  
 Lk 2:41-51a 
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-12; Jn 7:40-53 
Sunday: Jer 31:31-34; Ps 51:3-4, 12-15; Heb 5:7-9;  
 Jn 12:20-33  
 Alternate readings (Year A):  
 Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-8; Rom 8:8-11;  
 Jn 11:1-45 [3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45] 

Sanctuary Lamp  
The Special Intention 

of   
Ana Lourdes Villa  

Those who are over 65 or have underlying health conditions are 
cautioned not to come to Mass. 

Once inside, please obey all instruction from the ushers, the 
priests, and the deacon. Wear a mask. Maintain a six-foot 

distance. There will be no physical Sign of Peace or 
Presentation of the Gifts. Communion may be received on the 

tongue or in the hand, but not on gloves. Singing will be 
limited, as we have removed the missalettes.  

If you cannot walk forward to receive Holy Communion, you 
must sit in the first row of pews. The priests and deacon will 

not walk back to you. 


