
765 Co-Op City Boulevard 
Bronx, New York 10475-1601 

Phone: 718-671-8050 
 Fax:    718-320-3776 

www.saintmichaels-cc.org 
Parish Office Hours 

    Monday - Thursday : 
  9:30 AM to 4:30 PM 

Friday:  
9:30 AM-1:30 PM 

      Parish Staff 

Reverend Peter Heasley, S.Th.D, 
Pastor  

Reverend Benedict Paul, Ph.D., 
Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Thomas Tortorella 

Reverend Akram Javid 
Reverend Luis Saldaña 

Sunday Associates  

Brian Freeman, Parish Secretary 
Sarah Glassman, Music Director 

 
Mass Schedule 

Weekdays (Mon.-Sat.): 
9:00 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 
4:00 PM  
Sunday:  
8:30 AM 
10:00 AM 

11:30 AM (Spanish) 
1:00 PM 

Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament 

Saturday: 5:00-6:00PM 
First Fridays: 9:30-4:30PM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Every Saturday: 3:00-3:45 PM 

Baptism and Marriage 
Scheduled by appointment after 
meeting with one of the parish 
priests. Please see the parish 

website for more details. 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
Saint Michael the Archangel Church is a multi-cultural Roman Catholic community seeking to live the faith hon-
estly with courage, warmth, trust, love and hope. We are united together in fellowship as a family. The guiding 

spirit of Christ enables us to serve the needs of others, thereby leading to peace. 

OUR CHRISTIAN LOVE 

 

Once again, Happy Easter! He is Risen! Alleluia! 
Cardinal Dolan would like to remind all of us that our obligation to attend Sunday 

Mass remains in effect, even during the pandemic. We need simply to consider, during this 
time, the usual conditions that excuse us from Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of 
Obligation, like illness and the care of children or other dependent persons. As we have laid 
out in our bulletin, those who are 65 or over or who have underlying health conditions are 
cautioned (but certainly not prohibited) from coming to Mass. Everyone else remains obliged 
to attend Mass, under the penalty of grave sin. If there are questions in this regard, please 
speak to your priests – it is not up to us individually to excuse ourselves from our obligation 
to worship God through the Eucharist. 

 
Thanks be to God, we have been able to replace the flooring in the church, meeting 

room, vestibule, and hallways, and install new carpet in the office. All of this is thanks as well 
to your ongoing donations to Renew and Rebuild. Thank you for your patience over the past 
two weeks with this project, which has given some new life to our aging building (though not 
“old” by New York standards, given the way our church is built, we are near the end of its 
first thirty-year life cycle). 

Over the past two years, we have been able to complete many projects in the parish 
thanks to your Renew and Rebuild donations: replacing the sidewalk by the parking lot and 
along Rombouts Avenue as well as renovating the parish offices, sacristy, kitchen, and 
bathrooms. Many have lapsed in their pledges. Please consider resuming your pledges, so that 
we can continue the much-needed renovations to our parish. 

 
Some exciting news: on Saturday, June 26, Saint Michael’s will be hosting relics of Saint 

Pio of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio) for veneration. We will have Mass at 9am, with veneration to 
follow. More details are forthcoming. 
 

 
Fr. Peter 

 

Saint Michael’s Roman 
Catholic Church 

A Tithing Community 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  APRIL 25, 2021 



 

ON MARRIAGE 

As I hope you’ve noticed by now, the priests of Saint Michael’s have been preaching a series this Easter season 
on the seven sacraments (Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, Matrimony, Holy Orders, Confession, and Anointing 
of the Sick). This weekend, we are preaching on marriage, otherwise known as Holy Matrimony. This become a 
good occasion not only to inspire us to holy marriages, but also to teach us about the requirements that the Church 
lays upon her members with regard to marriage. 

Marriage is a sacrament, and, like every sacrament, it has two essential elements, its matter and form. By form 
we mean the words spoken as part of a liturgical rite. In the case of marriage, they are the consent and vows 
uttered during the ceremony. By matter, we mean the physical stuff of the sacrament. In the case of marriage, these 
are the bodies of bride and groom. A marriage is not consummated, that is, fully ratified, until the first act of sexual 
intercourse between husband and wife after exchanging consent and vows. 

There are things that can make a sacrament invalid, marriage included. A priest cannot use anything other than 
wheat bread and grape wine for the Eucharist, and he must speak the exact words of institution given in the 
Missal. Anything else renders it invalid. The same goes for Confession – the priest must speak precise words of 
absolution. Additionally, with regard to Confession, the penitent must be truly sorry for his sins in order to receive 
a valid absolution. And so with marriage: both husband and wife must intend what the Church intends for 
marriage, and they must be free in their consent. 

The Church intends three goods for marriage: that it be lifelong, exclusive, and open to life. To be lifelong 
means that both spouses understand and commit themselves to marriage for the length of their lives on earth. The 
Church does not recognize divorce. As our Lord Jesus insists, “What God has joined, let no human being 
separate” (Mark 10:9). What the Church calls ‘annulment’ is a process of recognizing that no true marriage ever 
took place. This can come about for various reasons, like the freedom of the parties entering into marriage and 
their intentions for marriage. This permanence of marriage is a symbol of the reality that God speaks in the 
sacrament, and his word always endures. If God calls it a marriage, we may not say it is not. He gives his grace to 
sustain two people in marriage throughout their earthly lives. 

Marriage is also exclusive, that is, it is not open to any other partners. Adultery remains a serious sin. This 
exclusivity is a living symbol (not merely a sign, but an active reality) of the exclusive relationship we have with 
God. Very often in the Bible, idolatry is called adultery and vice versa. We worship false idols – usually ourselves – 
by stepping outside the holy confines of our marriage to satisfy our desires. 

Marriage is open to life. This means open to children. Marriage exists for mankind’s participation in his God’s 
act of creation – hence we call child-bearing “procreation.” The use of contraception is always against this 
openness to life and is sinful, usually gravely sinful. We may not use contraception in marriage. It is a direct 
defiance of God’s desire for man to “fill the earth and subdue it” and an insult to our Creator.  

There are many other things to teach about marriage, and for this reason, when a couple decides to marry, they 
must speak first with their priests to arrange for classes. Entering upon a sacrament is always serious, whether 
we’re talking about Baptism, the Eucharist, or our weekly Confession. It is not less serious with marriage, and since 
it is, like Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Orders, a sacrament we can make only once (or at least, only once at a 
time), it requires complete understanding and preparation. This preparation makes us truly free to enter into the 
marriage and to receive the grace of God given through the sacrament. 

Marriage, as a sacrament, gives us the grace of God. It is a good that we cannot take lightly or ignore. Not 
everyone, of course, is called or even fit for marriage (Matthew 19:12). But for those Catholics who do wish to 
marry, they must marry sacramentally in the Church. Catholics cannot marry civilly without the witness of the 
Church’s minister. This is not considered a valid marriage. Sexual activity within this civil marriage is sinful and 
must be renounced until a proper sacramental marriage can take place in the Church. If you are married outside 
the Church without permission and living with your spouse, you cannot receive Holy Communion or serve in any 
capacity in the Church. 

Your priests know that marriage can be difficult and complicated. If you are in such a situation, please speak to 
your priests. There are ways to work everything out. God wants the best for us. He wants our salvation. He wants 
to give us his grace and to give it through the sacraments. 



WEEKLY COLLECTION FOR APRIL 18: 

Sunday, April 18: $4,981 
Building Fund: $261 
WeShare, April 5-11: $500 
 
Thank you to those who continue to send in their weekly 

tithe even though they are unable yet to return to Sunday Mass. 
All of us might consider using WeShare to make our donations 
online; please visit the parish website for links and information 
on how to do so. 

Sunday, Apr. 25th : Fourth Sunday of Easter; World Day of 
Prayer for Vocations 

 8:30am:      Pro populo 
 10:00am:    The Reddan Family  
 11:30am:    Marcelina Reid  
 1:00pm:     Sharon Holder Brown  
Monday, Apr. 26th: No Saints or Special Observances  
 9:00am:      Immaculate Conception  
Tuesday, Apr. 27th: No Saints or Special Observances  
             9:00am: Rosa Caines  
Wednesday, Apr. 28th: St. Peter Chanel; St. Louis Gri- 

 gnion de Montfort 
 9:00am:      Heriberto Castro & Joaquin Santiago  
Thursday, Apr. 29th:St. Catherine of Siena 
 9:00am:      Joan Coogan ( Special Intention )  
Friday, Apr. 30th:     St. Pius V; National Arbor Day� 
               9:00pm:     Robbie Johnson  
Saturday, May. 1st:  St. Joseph the Worker; First Saturday� 
 9:00am:      Mercy Jacob ( Special Intention )   
 4:00pm:   Rosa Ortiz  
Sunday, May. 2nd:  Fifth Sunday of Easter  
 8:30am:      Pro Populo  
 10:00am:    Maudrie Burrowes 
 11:30am:    Marcelina Reid  
 1:00pm:     Mrs. Miriam Francias  

Saturday–Sunday, May 1st-2nd 

 4:00pm Stephen Perry  
 8:30am: Antonio Baptiste    
 10:00am: Michelle Tapper   
 11:30am: Lourdes Suarez   
 1:00pm: Cedric Hyde  

We pray for mutual understanding in our country and an end 
to violence. 

We pray for our front-line workers during this pandemic: our 
doctors and nurses, our police officers, EMTs, and 
firefighters, our teachers and caregivers, our grocery store 
clerks and restaurant workers, and all exposed to the risk 
of contracting Covid-19. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are living alone, 
especially Eula Burton. 

We pray for the members of our parish serving in the military, 
especially SFC Lamont Cleare. 

We pray for the protection of the unborn, of children, the 
sick, and the elderly. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are homebound, 
especially Maria Santiago  

We pray that the peace of Christ soon fill the earth. 

APRIL 25, 2021 FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: Acts 11:1-18; Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4; Jn 10:1-10 
Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26; Ps 87:1b-7; Jn 10:22-30 
Wednesday: Acts 12:24 — 13:5a; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; 
 Jn 12:44-50 
Thursday: Acts 13:13-25: Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25, 27;  
 Jn 13:16-20 
Friday: Acts 13:26-33; Ps 2:6-11ab; Jn 14:1-6 
Saturday: Acts 13:44-52; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 14:7-14  
 or (for the memorial) Gn 1:26 — 2:3 or  
 Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-24; Ps 90:2-4, 12-14,  
 16; Mt 13:54-58 
Sunday: Acts 9:26-31; Ps 22:26-28, 30-32; 
 ��-Q�����-����-Q�����-� 

Sanctuary 
Lamp  

Special Intention of  
Magaly Penson M.D. 

Those who are over 65 or have underlying health conditions are 
cautioned not to come to Mass. 

Once inside, please obey all instruction from the ushers, the 
priests, and the deacon. Wear a mask. Maintain a six-foot 

distance. There will be no physical Sign of Peace or 
Presentation of the Gifts. Communion may be received on the 

tongue or in the hand, but not on gloves. Singing will be 
limited, as we have removed the missalettes.  

If you cannot walk forward to receive Holy Communion, you 
must sit in the first row of pews. The priests and deacon will 

not walk back to you. 


