
765 Co-Op City Boulevard 
Bronx, New York 10475-1601 

Phone: 718-671-8050 
 Fax:    718-320-3776 

www.saintmichaels-cc.org 
Parish Office Hours 

    Monday - Thursday : 
  9:30 AM to 4:30 PM 

Friday:  
9:30 AM-1:30 PM 

      Parish Staff 

Reverend Peter Heasley, S.Th.D, 
Pastor  

Reverend Benedict Paul, Ph.D., 
Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Thomas Tortorella 

Reverend Akram Javid 
Reverend Luis Saldaña 

Sunday Associates  

Brian Freeman, Parish Secretary 
Sarah Glassman, Music Director 

 
Mass Schedule 

Weekdays (Mon.-Sat.): 
9:00 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 
4:00 PM  
Sunday:  
8:30 AM 
10:00 AM 

11:30 AM (Spanish) 
1:00 PM 

Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament 

Saturday: 5:00-6:00PM 
First Fridays: 9:30-4:30PM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Every Saturday: 3:00-3:45 PM 

Baptism and Marriage 
Scheduled by appointment after 
meeting with one of the parish 
priests. Please see the parish 

website for more details. 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
Saint Michael the Archangel Church is a multi-cultural Roman Catholic community seeking to live the faith hon-
estly with courage, warmth, trust, love and hope. We are united together in fellowship as a family. The guiding 

spirit of Christ enables us to serve the needs of others, thereby leading to peace. 

OUR CHRISTIAN LOVE 

 

Once again, Happy Easter! He is Risen! Alleluia! 
Cardinal Dolan would like to remind all of us that our obligation to attend Sunday 

Mass remains in effect, even during the pandemic. We need simply to consider, during this 
time, the usual conditions that excuse us from Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of 
Obligation, like illness and the care of children or other dependent persons. As we have laid 
out in our bulletin, those who are 65 or over or who have underlying health conditions are 
cautioned (but certainly not prohibited) from coming to Mass. Everyone else remains obliged 
to attend Mass, under the penalty of grave sin. If there are questions in this regard, please 
speak to your priests – it is not up to us individually to excuse ourselves from our obligation 
to worship God through the Eucharist. 

 
Thanks be to God, we have been able to replace the flooring in the church, meeting 

room, vestibule, and hallways, and install new carpet in the office. All of this is thanks as well 
to your ongoing donations to Renew and Rebuild. Thank you for your patience over the past 
two weeks with this project, which has given some new life to our aging building (though not 
“old” by New York standards, given the way our church is built, we are near the end of its 
first thirty-year life cycle). 

Over the past two years, we have been able to complete many projects in the parish 
thanks to your Renew and Rebuild donations: replacing the sidewalk by the parking lot and 
along Rombouts Avenue as well as renovating the parish offices, sacristy, kitchen, and 
bathrooms. Many have lapsed in their pledges. Please consider resuming your pledges, so that 
we can continue the much-needed renovations to our parish. 

 
Some exciting news: on Saturday, June 26, Saint Michael’s will be hosting relics of Saint 

Pio of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio) for veneration. We will have Mass at 9am, with veneration to 
follow. More details are forthcoming. 
 

 
Fr. Peter 

 

Saint Michael’s Roman 
Catholic Church 

A Tithing Community 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  MAY 2, 2021 



 

ON THE PRIESTHOOD 

“Every high priest is taken from among men and made their representative before God, to offer gifts and 
sacrifices for sins” (Hebrews 5:1). 

In every religion, the priest is the one who offers sacrifices. This is usually on an altar and in a temple. 
Outwardly, the form of the priesthood is similar across the many world religions. Inwardly, the Catholic 
priesthood is essentially different, because the priest is identical with the God to whom he raises the sacrifice. 
When a priest is on the altar or in the confessional or doing anything that is proper to his ministry – especially 
performing the sacraments and preaching – he acts in persona Christi, in the person of Christ. In the Church, there 
is, in reality, one priest, Jesus Christ: “We have such a high priest, who has taken his seat at the right hand of the 
throne of the Majesty in heaven, minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle that the Lord, not man, set 
up” (Hebrews 8:1-2). Those whom we call bishop, priest, and deacon are ministers of this one priesthood and act 
in his person.  

There is one priest, Jesus Christ, and one sacrifice, Jesus Christ. His sacrifice on the Cross joins his infinite, 
eternal will to our frail humanity: “He has no need, as did the high priests, to offer sacrifice day after day, first for 
his own sins and then for those of the people; he did that once for all when he offered himself” (Hebrews 7:27). 
The ordained priests of the Church offer that one sacrifice every day on the altar at Holy Mass. 

As the Catechism of the Catholic Church states, the sacraments are “powers that come forth” from the Body 
of Christ (CCC 289). Holy Orders is a sacrament that confers upon men the power to confect the Eucharist, to 
forgive sins, to bless, and to teach, govern, and sanctify the Christian people. It belongs in its fulness to the bishop, 
who alone has the power to ordain men to the priesthood and diaconate and, ordinarily, to confirm the faithful (in 
early times, only the bishop would baptize, but the bishops have authorized the priests to do this regularly, as well 
as to give confirmation at the Easter Vigil). The bishop governs the local church, which we call a diocese or 
archdiocese. The church where he resides is called a cathedral, for that is where he has his seat (cathedra in Greek).  

Those whom we call cardinals (like Cardinal Dolan) are bishops who serve the bishop of Rome, the pope, very 
closely. 

The priests are his co-workers, on whom the bishop confers the faculties to offer Mass, hear confessions, to 
preach, and to govern the local parishes. Priests are called from among devout men who are celibate for the sake 
of the kingdom of heaven. Priestly celibacy is not a mere matter of convenience, not having a wife and family to 
look after – after all, in the East there are many married priests, and some in the Roman Catholic church as well 
(usually converts from Anglicanism). It is a radical reorientation of the man to the world, before which he can 
represent Christ with the freedom of an undivided heart. As such, celibacy is held in high esteem in the East as 
well. At his ordination, the priest receives an indelible spiritual mark or sacramental character; once ordained, he is 
a priest forever. 

Those whom we call monsignors are priests recognized by the pope for their years of special service to the 
church. 

The deacons receive an imprint that configures them to Christ as servants (diakonoi) in the Church. All priests 
are ordained deacons temporarily. For the past fifty years or so, the Church has renewed the practice of having 
men permanently ordained to the diaconate. These are typically chosen from married men. 

Finally, all baptized Christians share, in a certain way, in the priesthood of the baptized. This means that we, 
like the ancient priests of other religions, stand and offer the sacrifice. Our sacrifice is the one sacrifice of the 
Eucharist and our priesthood is the one priesthood of Jesus Christ. The ordained ministers are given a special 
configuration to Christ, in his person, for teaching, governing, and sanctifying the Christian people. 

All are called, as well, to offer the sacrifice of praise. This exists in the Divine Office, which are the psalms and 
hymns of the Church chanted five times daily to God. All bishops, priests, and deacons are required, under the 
pain of grave sin, to recite the office daily. All the baptized are encouraged to share in this special ministry to 
Christ, to share in the work of the celestial choirs of angels. This can be done with the various forms of the Roman 
breviary. 



WEEKLY COLLECTION FOR APRIL 25: 

Sunday, April : $5,717 
Building Fund: $157 
WeShare, April 19-25: $890 
 
Thank you to those who continue to send in their weekly 

tithe even though they are unable yet to return to Sunday Mass. 
All of us might consider using WeShare to make our donations 
online; please visit the parish website for links and information 
on how to do so. 

Sunday, May 2nd: Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 8:30am:      Pro populo 
 10:00am:     Maudrie Burrowes  
 11:30am:     Marcelina Reid  
 1:00pm:      Mrs. Miriam Francias  
Monday, May 3rd:  Saints Philip and James  
 9:00am:      St. Michael the Archangel 
Tuesday, May 4th:  No Saints or Special Observances  
             9:00am: Flor Maria de Arcila  
Wednesday, May 5th: Cinco de Mayo 
 9:00am:      Jaquita Wilkinson (Special Intention)  
Thursday, May 6th: National Day of Prayer 
 9:00am:      Pro Populo  
Friday, May 7th:     First Friday� 
               9:00pm:     Pro Populo  
Saturday, May 8th:  Blessed Virgin Mary� 
 9:00am:      Juana Butirch   
 4:00pm:   Pro Populo  
Sunday, May 9th:  Sixth Sunday of Easter; Mother’s Day   
 8:30am:      Juaquina Baez  
 10:00am:    Jaime Ortega, Sr. & Jaime Ortega, Jr. 
 11:30am:    Encarnacion Colon & Amalia Rosario  
 1:00pm:     Marilyn DeSoto  

Saturday–Sunday, May 8th-9th 

 4:00pm Stephen Perry  
 8:30am: Jennifer Wells  
 10:00am: Christina Nevers  
 11:30am: Aida Gonzalez  
 1:00pm: Maria Lorenzana  

We pray for mutual understanding in our country and an end 
to violence. 

We pray for our front-line workers during this pandemic: our 
doctors and nurses, our police officers, EMTs, and 
firefighters, our teachers and caregivers, our grocery store 
clerks and restaurant workers, and all exposed to the risk 
of contracting Covid-19. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are living alone, 
especially Eula Burton. 

We pray for the members of our parish serving in the military, 
especially SFC Lamont Cleare. 

We pray for the protection of the unborn, of children, the 
sick, and the elderly. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are homebound, 
especially Maria Santiago  

We pray that the peace of Christ soon fill the earth. 

MAY 2, 2021 FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday:  1 Cor 15:1-8; Ps 19:2-5; Jn 14:6-14 
Tuesday:  Acts 14:19-28; Ps 145:10-13ab, 21; 

Jn 14:27-31a 
Wednesday:  Acts 15:1-6; Ps 122:1-5; Jn 15:1-8 
Thursday: Acts 15:7-21; Ps 96:1-3, 10; Jn 15:9-11 
Friday:  Acts 15:22-31; Ps 57:8-10, 12; Jn 15:12-17 
Saturday:  Acts 16:1-10; Ps 100:1b-3, 5; Jn 15:18-21 
Sunday:  Acts 10:25-36, 34-35, 44-48; Ps 98:1-4; 

1 Jn 4:7-10 or 1 Jn 4:11-16; Jn 15:9-17 
or Jn 17:11b-19  

Sanctuary 
Lamp  

Saint Michael the 
Archangel 

Those who are over 65 or have underlying health conditions are 
cautioned not to come to Mass. 

Once inside, please obey all instruction from the ushers, the 
priests, and the deacon. Wear a mask. Maintain a six-foot 

distance. There will be no physical Sign of Peace or 
Presentation of the Gifts. Communion may be received on the 

tongue or in the hand, but not on gloves. Singing will be 
limited, as we have removed the missalettes.  

If you cannot walk forward to receive Holy Communion, you 
must sit in the first row of pews. The priests and deacon will 

not walk back to you. 


