
765 Co-Op City Boulevard 
Bronx, New York 10475-1601 

Phone: 718-671-8050 
 Fax:    718-320-3776 

www.saintmichaels-cc.org 
Parish Office Hours 

    Monday - Thursday : 
  9:30 AM to 4:30 PM 

Friday:  
9:30 AM-1:30 PM 

      Parish Staff 

Reverend Peter Heasley, S.Th.D, 
Pastor  

Reverend Benedict Paul, Ph.D., 
Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Thomas Tortorella 

Reverend Akram Javid 
Reverend Luis Saldaña 

Sunday Associates  

Brian Freeman, Parish Secretary 
Sarah Glassman, Music Director 

 
Mass Schedule 

Weekdays (Mon.-Sat.): 
9:00 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 
4:00 PM  
Sunday:  
8:30 AM 
10:00 AM 

11:30 AM (Spanish) 
1:00 PM 

Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament 

Saturday: 5:00-6:00PM 
First Fridays: 9:30-4:30PM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Every Saturday: 3:00-3:45 PM 

Baptism and Marriage 
Scheduled by appointment after 
meeting with one of the parish 
priests. Please see the parish 

website for more details. 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
Saint Michael the Archangel Church is a multi-cultural Roman Catholic community seeking to live the faith hon-
estly with courage, warmth, trust, love and hope. We are united together in fellowship as a family. The guiding 

spirit of Christ enables us to serve the needs of others, thereby leading to peace. 

 
OUR CHRISTIAN LOVE 

Once again, Happy Easter! He is Risen! Alleluia! 
Cardinal Dolan would like to remind all of us that our obligation to attend Sunday 

Mass remains in effect, even during the pandemic. We need simply to consider, during this 
time, the usual conditions that excuse us from Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of 
Obligation, like illness and the care of children or other dependent persons. As we have laid 
out in our bulletin, those who are 65 or over or who have underlying health conditions are 
cautioned (but certainly not prohibited) from coming to Mass. Everyone else remains obliged 
to attend Mass, under the penalty of grave sin. If there are questions in this regard, please 
speak to your priests – it is not up to us individually to excuse ourselves from our obligation 
to worship God through the Eucharist. 

Over the past two years, we have been able to complete many projects in the parish 
thanks to your Renew and Rebuild donations: renovating the flooring in the church, 
vestibule, and office; replacing the sidewalk by the parking lot and along Rombouts Avenue 
as well as renovating the parish offices, sacristy, kitchen, and bathrooms. Many have lapsed in 
their pledges. Please consider resuming your pledges, so that we can continue the much-
needed renovations to our parish. 

Some exciting news: on Saturday, June 26, Saint Michael’s will be hosting relics of Saint 
Pio of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio) for veneration. We will have Mass at 9am, with veneration to 
follow. More details are forthcoming. 

The Archdiocese of New York is taking up an emergency second collection this 
weekend for those suffering in India because of the massive Covid-19 surge there. If you 
missed the opportunity to put a donation in the basket during Mass, please consider bringing 
something to the office during the week. All monies will be sent to the Catholic Near East 
Welfare Association, already working on the ground in India to assist with Covid relief. We 
will hand over what we’ve collected to the Archdiocese by the end of May. 

This Thursday, May 13, is the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord and it is a Holy 
Day of Obligation. Mass will be offered at 9:00am and 7:00pm. 
 

 
Fr. Peter 
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ON CONFESSION 

Our salvation, our passing through this world to our heavenly Father, is often symbolized through water. We 
baptize with water, in one sense, as a way of extending the memory of God’s salvific acts in history: the waters of 
creation (Gen 1), Noah’s flood (Gen 6–9), the way through the Red Sea (Exod 14), and the crossing of the Jordan 
River (Josh 3). There is another flood, another river of water, through which we must pass in order to bring our 
conversion to perfection, and that is our tears of repentance. Saint Ambrose tells us this: “There are water and 
tears: the water of Baptism and the tears of repentance” (see CCC 1429). 

The waters of baptism are fresh and the tears of repentance are bitter and salty. That bitterness is borne on the 
knowledge that we, after our professed conversion to Christ, our Christian education, and our regular worship of 
the God in whom we believe and to whom we have entrusted our very lives, have freely chosen to disobey Him, to 
offend Him, and to abandon Him in our moment of trial, the very moment in which He would unite Himself to us 
more intimately and personally. The fresh waters of baptism bring us the sacrament which gives us access to 
eternal life. The bitter tears of repentance bring us to the sacrament that reopens the door to eternal life, 
Confession. 

The sacrament of Confession goes by three names, for three things are happening. We call it Confession 
because we confess our sins to God through his priest acting in the person of Christ. We enumerate our sins, 
examining our conscience and memory for the times and ways in which we have offended God, and under what 
conditions. To give these sins a name gives the priest sacramental power over them and psychological relief to us. 
When we name our monsters we limit their size and strength. When we hand them over to the priest, we make of 
them a gift to God, for nothing pleases our crucified Lord Jesus than to extend his great act of love on Calvary to 
us in the confessional. A loving person with gifts to give loves giving gifts. This is nowhere more perfectly true 
than with God. He wants to hear our sins and He wants us to hear and to know that he has perfect power over 
them. 

We also call the sacrament Penance, for we must make up for our sins. Now, each of our mortal sins, our 
grave sins, our serious sins, is capable of cutting us off from the life of grace. The offense is infinite because we 
offend the infinite God, who is not broken into parts. The fulness of our offense only falls back upon us; without 
Confession, we risk eternal damnation. There is no way we can make up for this by our limited actions. Penance, 
that is, the penance the priest gives us in confession, is not a punishment to satisfy a sour deity. It is the means to 
reestablish our relationship with Him, to call Him again “Our Father” and to do as He has instructed us so many 
times, to call upon Mary. She is our help and our guide on the road of conversion. 

We also call the sacrament Reconciliation, because this is the end result. We are reconciled with God and with 
the Church. Whenever we sin, however privately, we offend the Church as well because the Church is one body, 
the Mystical Body of Christ. Mortal sins prohibit us from receiving the Eucharist, which is the Body and Blood of 
Christ and which unites us not only to Him, but to each other. Shame is a powerful psychic force and it keeps 
many of us from coming to confession. Shame is a negative view of ourselves before others, a social emotion. Not 
to come forward to receive Holy Communion, in the mind of the sinful, feels like an admission of sin before 
everyone else and makes us feel ashamed. It should not, if only because, in reality, no one else notices who goes up 
to Communion. Even if everyone in heaven saw our sins, they would not make us feel ashamed. They would only 
weep with us and for us, as they actually do, so that we hold our heads up and face our loving God in the 
confessional. Reconciliation means, quite literally, to go “eyebrow to eyebrow”; this cannot happen if we hang our 
heads in shame and turn away. Our Lord Jesus wants to see our faces full of tears for our sins, for in them, he 
recognizes himself, who wept over Jerusalem (Luke 19:41), and his Mother, who continues to weep for the 
conversion of the world (see Luke 23:28). 

Confession is freely available, and no priest will turn you away from making a confession. The Church requires 
a few things of us: that we go to Confession at least once per year and that we be sincere in our contrition. That 
contrition need not be perfect; as we pray in the Act of Contrition, the fear of hell is enough, but perfect contrition 
comes with love for God. The more frequently we confess, the better we come to know ourselves, the more clearly 
we see the Holy Spirit at work in us, the more we see Mary and the Church working for us, and, therefore, the 
more we feel at home already before God. 



WEEKLY COLLECTION FOR MAY 2: 

Sunday, May 2 : $8,093 
Building Fund: $700 
WeShare, April 26–May 2: $655 
 
Thank you to those who continue to send in their weekly 

tithe even though they are unable yet to return to Sunday Mass. 
All of us might consider using WeShare to make our donations 
online; please visit the parish website for links and information 
on how to do so. 

Sunday, May 9th: Sixth Sunday of Easter; Mother’s Day  
 8:30am:      Juaquina Baez  
 10:00am:    Jaime Ortega, Sr. & Jaime Ortega, Jr. 
 11:30am:    Encarnacion Colon & Amalia Rosario  
 1:00pm:     Marilyn DeSoto  
Monday, May 10th: St. Damien de Veuster; St. John De Avila 
 9:00am:      America Tossas 
Tuesday, May 11th: No Saints or Special Observances  
             9:00am: Doris Rowe ( Special Intention )  
Wednesday, May 12th: Ss. Nereus and Achilleus; St. Pancras;  
 Eid al Fitr (Islamic observance) begins at  
 sunset 
 9:00am:      Pro populo 
Thursday, May 13th:The Ascension of the Lord (unless trans-
 ferred to Sunday); otherwise Our Lady of 
 Fatima 
 9:00am:      Thanksgiving ( Special Intention )  
Friday, May 14th:     St. Matthias� 
               9:00pm:     Paulose Antony  
Saturday, May 15th:  St. Isidore; Armed Forces Day� 
 9:00am:      Irene Cordero ( Special Intention )  
 4:00pm:   Andree & Roger Gaubron  
Sunday, May 16th:  Seventh Sunday of Easter; World Com-

munications Day; Shavuot (Jewish ob-
servance) begins at sundown  

 8:30am:      Pro populo 
 10:00am:    Paulose Antony  
 11:30am:    Julia Hincape  
 1:00pm:     Providencia Rios  

Saturday–Sunday, May 15th-16th 

 4:00pm Stephen Perry  
 8:30am: Jennifer Wells  
 10:00am: Christina Nevers  
 11:30am: Aida Gonzalez 
 1:00pm: Maria Lorenzana  

We pray for mutual understanding in our country and an end 
to violence. 

We pray for our front-line workers during this pandemic: our 
doctors and nurses, our police officers, EMTs, and 
firefighters, our teachers and caregivers, our grocery store 
clerks and restaurant workers, and all exposed to the risk 
of contracting Covid-19. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are living alone, 
especially Eula Burton. 

We pray for the members of our parish serving in the military, 
especially SFC Lamont Cleare. 

We pray for the protection of the unborn, of children, the 
sick, and the elderly. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are homebound, 
especially Maria Santiago  

We pray that the peace of Christ soon fill the earth. 

MAY 9, 2021 SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: Acts 16:11-15; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b;  
 Jn 15:26 — 16:4a 
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34; Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8; Jn 16:5-11 
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22 — 18:1; Ps 148:1-2, 11-14;  
 Jn 16:12-15 
Thursday: Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9; Eph 1:17-23 or  
 Eph 4:1-13 [1-7, 11-13]; Mk 16:15-20 (for  
 Ascension); otherwise Acts 18:1-8;  
 Ps 98:1-4; Jn 16:16-20 
Friday: Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Ps 113:1-8; Jn 15:9-17 
Saturday: Acts 18:23-28; Ps 47:2-3, 8-10;  
 Jn 16:23b-28 
Sunday: Acts 1:15-17, 20a, 20c-26; Ps 103:1-2,  
 11-12, 19-20; 1 Jn 4:11-16; Jn 17:11b-19; or, 
 for Ascension, Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9;  
 Eph 1:17- 23 or Eph 4:1-13 [1-7, 11-13];  
 Mk 16:15-20 

Sanctuary Lamp  
 

Those who are over 65 or have underlying health conditions are 
cautioned not to come to Mass. 

Once inside, please obey all instruction from the ushers, the 
priests, and the deacon. Wear a mask. Maintain a six-foot 

distance. There will be no physical Sign of Peace or 
Presentation of the Gifts. Communion may be received on the 

tongue or in the hand, but not on gloves. Singing will be 
limited, as we have removed the missalettes.  

If you cannot walk forward to receive Holy Communion, you 
must sit in the first row of pews. The priests and deacon will 

not walk back to you. 


