
765 Co-Op City Boulevard 
Bronx, New York 10475-1601 

Phone: 718-671-8050 
 Fax:    718-320-3776 

www.saintmichaels-cc.org 
Parish Office Hours 

    Monday - Thursday : 
  9:30 AM to 4:30 PM 

Friday:  
9:30 AM-1:30 PM 

      Parish Staff 

Reverend Peter Heasley, S.Th.D, 
Pastor  

Reverend Benedict Paul, Ph.D., 
Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Thomas Tortorella 

Reverend Akram Javid 
Reverend Luis Saldaña 

Sunday Associates  

Brian Freeman, Parish Secretary 
Sarah Glassman, Music Director 

 
Mass Schedule 

Weekdays (Mon.-Sat.): 
9:00 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 
4:00 PM  
Sunday:  
8:30 AM 
10:00 AM 

11:30 AM (Spanish) 
1:00 PM 

Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament 

Saturday: 5:00-6:00PM 
First Fridays: 9:30-4:30PM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Every Saturday: 3:00-3:45 PM 

Baptism and Marriage 
Scheduled by appointment after 
meeting with one of the parish 
priests. Please see the parish 

website for more details. 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
Saint Michael the Archangel Church is a multi-cultural Roman Catholic community seeking to live the faith hon-
estly with courage, warmth, trust, love and hope. We are united together in fellowship as a family. The guiding 

spirit of Christ enables us to serve the needs of others, thereby leading to peace. 

 
OUR CHRISTIAN LOVE 

Cardinal Dolan would like to remind all of us that our obligation to attend Sunday 
Mass remains in effect, even during the pandemic. We need simply to consider, during this 
time, the usual conditions that excuse us from Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of 
Obligation, like illness and the care of children or other dependent persons. As we have laid 
out in our bulletin, those who are 65 or over or who have underlying health conditions are 
cautioned (but certainly not prohibited) from coming to Mass. Everyone else remains obliged 
to attend Mass, under the penalty of grave sin. If there are questions in this regard, please 
speak to your priests – it is not up to us individually to excuse ourselves from our obligation 
to worship God through the Eucharist. 

Over the past two years, we have been able to complete many projects in the parish 
thanks to your Renew and Rebuild donations: renovating the flooring in the church, 
vestibule, and office; replacing the sidewalk by the parking lot and along Rombouts Avenue 
as well as renovating the parish offices, sacristy, kitchen, and bathrooms. Many have lapsed in 
their pledges. Please consider resuming your pledges, so that we can continue the much-
needed renovations to our parish. 

We have added some pavers and landscaping around the statue of the Pietà under the 
pine trees on the back lawn. Many of you have found that to be a serene place for prayer, and 
we hope even more so now. 

Some exciting news: on Saturday, June 26, Saint Michael’s will be hosting relics of Saint 
Pio of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio) for veneration. We will have Mass at 9am, with veneration to 
follow. More details are forthcoming. 

On Tuesday, May 18, at 7:30pm, St. Francis Xavier (1703 Lurting Avenue, Bronx) is 
holding a Sung Votive Mass of St. Joseph, sung by the Metropolitan Catholic Chorale. See 
nymcc.org for more information. 

 
 

 
 
Fr. Peter 

 

Saint Michael’s Roman 
Catholic Church 

A Tithing Community 
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  MAY 16, 2021 



ON ANOINTING 

Our Lord Jesus, in his earthly ministry and in the life of grace we have known since his resurrection, has a 
special place for the sick. We hear of his cleansing lepers, paralytics and other lame, the blind, deaf, and mute, a 
woman with a hemorrhage (Mark 5:25-34), and many others, especially those near or beyond the point of death. 
These are signs not just of his power over creation as the Son of God and of the compassion he bids us bear 
toward the sick, but also, and perhaps more powerfully, these healings are an invitation to share in his saving 
passion. The power of the sacraments flows from the Cross and bring us to the Cross in faith. 

God did not make death and does not enjoy the destruction of the living (Wisdom 1:13-15), and, therefore, his 
acts of healing are signs that our Creator is still at work. Those who are baptized have entered into a new creation 
heralded by the Incarnation of Christ and are a new creation, one that bodily death cannot destroy. Earthly 
suffering and death, however, have become in Christ the means of entering into the eternal life of the new 
creation. Suffering can become holy. Suffering can save and sanctify us, just as Christ Jesus has shown on the 
Cross. 

Many of us have learned to endure sickness and suffering gracefully, or we think that, when the time comes, 
that we will do so. We often prove ourselves wrong. Sickness can make us bitter and resentful, turned inwardly on 
ourselves, and hostile to our loved ones and to God. We can think our suffering unjust or unfruitful. When joined 
to the Cross, all of our pain becomes healing for our souls and spirits, and not just for ours, but for those joined to 
the Body of Christ in the Church. 

The sacraments make us share in the power of Christ and Anointing of the Sick gives power to our suffering. 
This holy anointing may bring physical healing to our body and it often has. More importantly, it strengthens the 
one who suffers illness in faith, hope, love, and fortitude. Anointing unites a person to the passion of Christ, for 
his own good and for the good of the whole Church. Through the sacrament, we all benefit from the suffering our 
brothers and sisters in Christ, just as we, as a Church, have benefitted from the sufferings of the saints and martyrs 
and the sorrows of Our Lady. 

Anointing of the Sick is an anointing with oil on the forehead and the palms of the hands and, if necessary, on 
those parts of the body where illness might be isolated. This oil, kept in the ambry with the Sacred Chrism and Oil 
of Catechumens, is blessed by the bishop at the Chrism Mass during Holy Week. This singular blessing is also a 
sign of how the sacrament unites us with the Church. Only a priest or bishop can perform the sacrament of 
anointing. 

Anointing of the Sick can and should, where possible, be joined to Confession and reception of the Holy 
Eucharist. Though generally reserved for those on the point of death, for which reason it is also called Extreme 
Unction, anyone with a grave illness or going in for serious surgery can receive the sacrament. We can receive the 
sacrament multiple times, though we should not make frequent use of it like we do Confession and Communion. 
Those sacraments strengthen us in an ongoing manner and forgive our sins. Anointing also forgives sins, especially 
where the one receiving anointing cannot make a confession or receive the Eucharist. Though often given right at 
the point of death, the priest should be called to give anointing while our loved one is still conscious. 

Upon his death and resurrection, Christ Jesus did not undo the curse of death imposed on our first parents, 
Adam and Eve, and he did not lift or alleviate the sufferings that this world, locked in original sin, imposes upon 
us. He has done something greater. He has given meaning to suffering and death. He has made suffering and death 
the means to a greater life than the one this little earth of ours can afford. Anointing our suffering bodies can 
alleviate our physical sufferings but it certainly gives us spiritual strength to endure them. It sanctifies these 
sufferings and unites them to the Cross of Christ, where they nourish the whole Church. 



WEEKLY COLLECTION FOR MAY 9: 

Sunday, May 9: $5,793 
Building Fund: $696 
Special Collection for India: $1,355 
WeShare, May 3-9: $265 
 
Thank you to those who continue to send in their weekly 

tithe even though they are unable yet to return to Sunday Mass. 
All of us might consider using WeShare to make our donations 
online; please visit the parish website for links and information 
on how to do so. 

Sunday, May 16th: Seventh Sunday of Easter; World Com-
munications Day; Shavuot (Jewish ob-
servance) begins at sundown  

 8:30am:      Pro populo 
 10:00am:    Paulose Antony  
 11:30am:    Julia Hincape  
 1:00pm:     Providencia Rios  
Monday, May 17th: St. Damien de Veuster; St. John De Avila 
 9:00am:      Angie Brito 
Tuesday, May 18th: St. John I 
             9:00am: Fr. Ben  ( Special Intention )  
Wednesday, May 19th: No Saints or Special Observance 
 9:00am:      Rudolph Rosa  
Thursday, May 20th:St. Bernardine of Siena; Julian Cal 

 endar Ascension 
 9:00am:      Fr. Rossi ( Special Intention )  
Friday, May 21st:     St. Christopher Magellanes and Compan-

ions  
               9:00pm:     Lamont Dominic Cleare  
Saturday, May 22nd:St. Rita of Cascia; Vigil of Pentecost  
 9:00am:      Pro Populo  
 4:00pm:   Robert Ruiz  
Sunday, May 28th:  Pentecost Sunday  
 8:30am:      Pro populo  
 10:00am:    Yesudusi Wilson 
 11:30am:    Ana A. Alicea  
 1:00pm:     Ruben Gonzalez  

Saturday–Sunday, May 22nd-23rd 

 4:00pm Stephen Perry  
 8:30am: Jennifer Wells  
 10:00am: Hector Ortega  
 11:30am: Emma Fernandez  
 1:00pm: Cedric Hyde 

We pray for mutual understanding in our country and an end 
to violence. 

We pray for our front-line workers during this pandemic: our 
doctors and nurses, our police officers, EMTs, and 
firefighters, our teachers and caregivers, our grocery store 
clerks and restaurant workers, and all exposed to the risk 
of contracting Covid-19. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are living alone, 
especially Eula Burton. 

We pray for the members of our parish serving in the military, 
especially SFC Lamont Cleare. 

We pray for the protection of the unborn, of children, the 
sick, and the elderly. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are homebound, 
especially Maria Santiago  

We pray that the peace of Christ soon fill the earth. 

MAY 16, 2021 SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

 
Monday: Acts 19:1-8; Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab;  
 Jn 16:29-33 
Tuesday: Acts 20:17-27; Ps 68:10-11, 20-21;  
 Jn 17:1-11a 
Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38; Ps 68:29-30, 33-36ab;  
 Jn 17:11b-19 
Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11;  
 Jn 17:20-26 
Friday: Acts 25:13b-21; Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab;  
 Jn 21:15-19 
Saturday: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Ps 11:4, 5, 7;  
 Jn 21:20-25 
Sunday: Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or  
 Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5; Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35,  
 27-30; Rom 8:22-27; Jn 7:37-39  
 Day: Acts 2:1-11; Ps 104:1, 24, 29-31, 34;  
 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 or Gal 5:16-25;  
 Jn 20:19-23 or Jn 15:26-27; 16:12-15 

Sanctuary Lamp  
 

Those who are over 65 or have underlying health conditions are 
cautioned not to come to Mass. 

Once inside, please obey all instruction from the ushers, the 
priests, and the deacon. Wear a mask. Maintain a six-foot 

distance. There will be no physical Sign of Peace or 
Presentation of the Gifts. Communion may be received on the 

tongue or in the hand, but not on gloves. Singing will be 
limited, as we have removed the missalettes.  

If you cannot walk forward to receive Holy Communion, you 
must sit in the first row of pews. The priests and deacon will 

not walk back to you. 


