
765 Co-Op City Boulevard 
Bronx, New York 10475-1601 

Phone: 718-671-8050 
 Fax:    718-320-3776 

www.saintmichaels-cc.org 
Parish Office Hours 

    Monday - Thursday : 
  9:30 AM to 4:30 PM 

Friday:  
9:30 AM-1:30 PM 

      Parish Staff 

Reverend Peter Heasley, S.Th.D, 
Pastor  

Reverend Benedict Paul, Ph.D., 
Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Thomas Tortorella 

Reverend Akram Javid 
Reverend Luis Saldaña 

Sunday Associates  

Brian Freeman, Parish Secretary 
Sarah Glassman, Music Director 

 
Mass Schedule 

Weekdays (Mon.-Sat.): 
9:00 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 
4:00 PM  
Sunday:  
8:30 AM 
10:00 AM 

11:30 AM (Spanish) 
1:00 PM (Except July – August) 

Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament 

Saturday: 5:00-6:00PM 
First Fridays: 9:30-4:30PM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Every Saturday: 3:00-3:45 PM 

Baptism and Marriage 
Scheduled by appointment after 
meeting with one of the parish 
priests. Please see the parish 

website for more details. 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
Saint Michael the Archangel Church is a multi-cultural Roman Catholic community seeking to live the faith hon-
estly with courage, warmth, trust, love and hope. We are united together in fellowship as a family. The guiding 

spirit of Christ enables us to serve the needs of others, thereby leading to peace. 

OUR CHRISTIAN LOVE 

 

The icons and images of the saints you have chosen to fill our walls will be going 
up over the next few weeks and months. As they do, we’ll provide here some 
biographies of those saints, so we know those to whom we are praying. 

The small icons of Saint John the Baptist and Saints Joachim and Anne have 
already gone up in the Holy Family Shrine. Their biographies are on the next page. 

Many parishioners have come forward over the past few months offering their 
time and energy to some good cause here at Saint Michael’s. I would like to hear 
from the parishioners what kinds of groups and services we need and want here 
– it would do no good for me to impose my own ideas for what we need. With your 
ideas, we can begin to match volunteers to works of charity. Please remember, 
though, that we have limited space and capacity, and things like soup kitchens and 
food pantries are not yet possible. 

We are resuming our practice of suspending the 1pm Sunday Mass for the 
summer, specifically between July 4–September 5 (Labor Day weekend), inclusive. 
Mass intentions already made have been moved. 

I will be away on vacation this coming week, July 12-18. Fr. Ben will be away 
the week after that. Deacon Tom will also be away this week. Pray for us, for safe 
and happy travels, as we always do for you. 

 
 
 
Fr. Peter 

Saint Michael’s Roman 
Catholic Church 

A Tithing Community 
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  JULY 11, 2021 



LIVES OF THE SAINTS, PART I 

Saint John the Baptist 
“Amen, I say to you, among those born of women there has been none greater than John the Baptist; yet the 

least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he” (Matt 11:11). These are the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, about his cousin John. This comes not the praise that a person feels for his family, well-earned or not. 
Jesus is the praising the work of God his heavenly Father. John is foretold as the one who prepares the way for the 
Christ, the “voice of one crying out in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight his paths’” (Isa 40:3) 
and “Elijah the prophet… [who] will turn the heart of fathers toward their sons, and the heart of sons toward their 
fathers” (Mal 3:23-24). Indeed, Jesus himself says to those who “are willing to accept it, he is Elijah, the one who is 
to come” (Matt 11:14). Jesus praises the work of God in John, the work of preparing the way for his coming among 
us as man. 

John is the last of the prophets because he is the first to point out the Christ. We think that if we were to go 
back to the time of Christ and walk among him, that we would recognize him by faith and believe all his words and 
listen to all that he would tell us. But when we arrive, we would see before us what we see everywhere else, a 
human man. John sees through the veil of flesh to the divine light blazing within, the life of God held hidden in 
Jesus of Nazareth. He sees in the way that all prophets see, which is with the eyes of the Holy Spirit. 

John speaks the words of the Holy Spirit, which are words of life. To give life means to call our fellow men 
away from death and the works of death, which is what John did. To give life is to call those around us to 
repentance, and John gave those coming to him in repentance the sign of baptism, the washing away of sins. To 
prepare the way of the Lord means not to cower in fear from the violent who are taking the kingdom of heaven by 
force, but to transform our moral lives, to leave the violent nothing to take. This is what John speaks in his day to 
prepare his people for the first coming of Christ. It is what the Holy Spirit is speaking today as we prepare for the 
second coming of Christ, another moment in which the antichrist is trying to seize the kingdom of heaven by force. 
Our preparation is to repent of our sins, to fast and to pray, just as John the Baptist did. 

We celebrate the Nativity of John the Baptist on June 24 and his beheading on August 29. 
 
Saints Joachim and Anne 
Our Lord often repeats himself to make a point, and in the case of Joachim and Anne, the parents of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, God echoes the great miracles of the past. These were a pious and wealthy couple, though 
childless, and therefore scorned by their neighbors. Joachim made a journey to the desert to pray for a child and, 
upon his return, conceived, with Anne and by the grace of God, their child, Mary. There are great parallels here to 
the story of childless Hannah, Anne’s namesake, praying to God in the temple and, soon after, conceiving the 
prophet Samuel (1 Sam 1–2). That Saint Elizabeth, Mary’s cousin, also conceived her first-born, John, in the same 
miraculous manner is not a way of discounting the story of Mary’s conception, but is rather an affirmation that the 
children born to these women are special, destined for great things. God’s power is made perfect in weakness, as 
Saint Paul testified by word and way of life (2 Cor 12:9). 

If we have to endure our trials for a time, if we must experience loss, waiting, and expectation, this is to exercise 
our hope. Hope is a supernatural virtue, a God-given virtue. The fruit of hope is always greater than what the world 
itself can give. Samuel, the fruit of Hannah’s hope, is a great prophet. John the Baptist, the fruit of Elizabeth’s 
hope, is greatest among those born of woman. The Blessed Virgin Mary, the fruit of the hope of Joachim and 
Anne, is conceived without original sin, destined to be the Mother of God, one whom “all generations” will called 
blessed, as indeed we do. Our hope in trial can, likewise, produce great fruit not only for us, but for the world. 

The feast day of Saints Joachim and Anne is July 26. Joachim is the patron of fathers, grandparents, cabinet 
makers, and linen traders. Anne is the patron of child care providers, the childless, equestrians, lace makers, lost 
articles, miners, old-clothes dealers, poverty, seamstresses, sterility, and teachers, among many others. 



WEEKLY COLLECTION FOR JULY 4: 

Sunday, July 4: $5,153 
Building Fund: $782 
WeShare, June 28–July 4: $565 

Thank you to those who continue to send in their weekly 
tithe even though they are unable yet to return to Sunday Mass. 
All of us might consider using WeShare to make our donations 
online; please visit the parish website for links and information 
on how to do so. 

 
Sunday, July 11th: Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:30am:      Pro populo 

 10:00am:    Richarda Fernandez 
 11:30am:    Fernando Rivera  
Monday, July 12th:  No saints or special observances  

9:00am: Amir Frierson ( Special Intention )  
Tuesday, July 13th: St. Henry 

9:00am:  Julita Cordero  
Wednesday, July 14th:St. Kateri Tekakwitha� 
 9:00am:      America Rivera  
Thursday, July 15th:St. Bonaventure� 
 9:00am:      Jose Andino  
Friday, July 16th:     Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

9:00am:      Zahira Catano  
Saturday, July 17th: Blessed Virgin Mary� 
 9:00am:      Marie Theresa Hodge   
 4:00pm:      German Dubois & Yolanda Bryant  
Sunday, July 18th:  Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 8:30am:      Pro populo 

 10:00am:    Thanksgiving Mass for St. Michaels  
 11:30am:    Carlos M Corriano  
  

Saturday–Sunday, July 17th-18th 

 4:00pm: Stephen Perry  
 8:30am: Antonio Baptiste  
 10:00am: Christina Nevers  
 11:30am: Nelly Rodriguez  
   

We pray for mutual understanding in our country and an end 
to violence. 

We pray for our front-line workers during this pandemic: our 
doctors and nurses, our police officers, EMTs, and 
firefighters, our teachers and caregivers, our grocery store 
clerks and restaurant workers, and all exposed to the risk 
of contracting Covid-19. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are living alone, 
especially Eula Burton. 

We pray for the members of our parish serving in the military, 
especially SFC Lamont Cleare. 

We pray for the protection of the unborn, of children, the 
sick, and the elderly. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are homebound, 
especially Maria Santiago  

We pray that the peace of Christ soon fill the earth. 

JULY 11, 2021 Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

 
Monday: Ex 1:8-14, 22; Ps 124:1b-8;  
 Mt 10:34 — 11:1 
Tuesday: Ex 2:1-15a; Ps 69:3, 14, 30-31, 33-34;  
 Mt 11:20-24 
Wednesday: Ex 3:1-6, 9-12; Ps 103:1b-4, 6-7; Mt 11:25-27 
Thursday: Ex 3:13-20; Ps 105:1, 5, 8-9, 24-27;  
 Mt 11:28-30 
Friday: Ex 11:10 — 12:14; Ps 116:12-13, 15,  
 16bc, 17-18; Mt 12:1-8 
Saturday: Ex 12:37-42; Ps 136:1, 23-24, 10-15;  
 Mt 12:14-21 
Sunday: Jer 23:1-6; Ps 23:1-6; Eph 2:13-18;  
 Mk 6:30-34 

Sanctuary Lamp 
Special  Intention of   

Kimba Sorzano   

Those who are over 65 or have underlying health conditions are 
cautioned not to come to Mass. 

 

Once inside, please obey all instruction from the ushers, the 
priests, and the deacon. There will be no physical Sign of Peace 
or Presentation of the Gifts. Communion may be received on 

the tongue or in the hand, but not on gloves.  

 

If you cannot walk forward to receive Holy Communion, you 
must sit in the first row of pews. The priests and deacon will 

not walk back to you. 


