
765 Co-Op City Boulevard 
Bronx, New York 10475-1601 

Phone: 718-671-8050 
 Fax:    718-320-3776 

www.saintmichaels-cc.org 
Parish Office Hours 

    Monday - Thursday : 
  9:30 AM to 4:30 PM 

Friday:  
9:30 AM-1:30 PM 

      Parish Staff 

Reverend Peter Heasley, S.Th.D, 
Pastor  

Reverend Benedict Paul, Ph.D., 
Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Thomas Tortorella 

Reverend Akram Javid 
Reverend Luis Saldaña 

Sunday Associates  

Brian Freeman, Parish Secretary 
Sarah Glassman, Music Director 

 
Mass Schedule 

Weekdays (Mon.-Sat.): 
9:00 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 
4:00 PM  
Sunday:  
8:30 AM 
10:00 AM 

11:30 AM (Spanish) 
1:00 PM (Except July – August) 

Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament 

Saturday: 5:00-6:00PM 
First Fridays: 9:30-4:30PM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Every Saturday: 3:00-3:45 PM 

Baptism and Marriage 
Scheduled by appointment after 
meeting with one of the parish 
priests. Please see the parish 

website for more details. 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
Saint Michael the Archangel Church is a multi-cultural Roman Catholic community seeking to live the faith hon-
estly with courage, warmth, trust, love and hope. We are united together in fellowship as a family. The guiding 

spirit of Christ enables us to serve the needs of others, thereby leading to peace. 

OUR CHRISTIAN LOVE 

As you can see, we have contracted with a new bulletin company, John Patrick 
Publishing. Our bulletin now comes in full color, including the advertising page. If there is a 
business you would like to see advertised here, please let us know! 

Special thanks to Cleve Taylor for fixing the gate to our parking lot and repainting the 
curb. 

This Friday, August 6, is a First Friday. As you may know, we celebrate First Fridays 
here, as a parish, with Holy Mass at 9am, immediately followed by Eucharistic Adoration 
until 4:30pm, when we conclude with Benediction.  

Our Lord Jesus, in order to foster devotion to his Most Sacred Heart, has revealed to 
Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque twelve promises He makes to those who attend nine First 
Friday Masses in a row, who receive Communion, and who have the intention of making 
reparation to the Sacred Heart of Jesus for the sinfulness and ingratitude of men. These 
promises are as follows: 

1)    I will give them all the graces necessary for their state of life. 
2)    I will establish peace in their families. 
3)    I will console them in all their troubles. 
4)    They shall find in my Heart an assured refuge during life and especially at the hour of 

their death. 
5)    I will pour abundant blessings on all their undertakings. 
6)    Sinners shall find in my Heart the source of an infinite ocean of mercy. 
7)    Lukewarm souls shall become fervent. 
8)    Fervent souls shall speedily rise to great perfection. 
9)    I will bless the homes where an image of my Heart shall be exposed and honored. 
10)  I will give to devotees of my Heart the power of touching the most hardened hearts. 
11) Those who propagate this devotion shall have their names written in my Heart, never 

to be effaced. 
12)  The all-powerful love of my Heart will grant to all those who shall receive Communion 

on the First Friday of nine consecutive months the grace of final repentance; they shall 
not die under my displeasure, nor without receiving their sacraments; my Heart shall 
be their assured refuge at that last hour. 

As you can see, these are very powerful promises, promises of the very things we really 
need: mercy and eternal life. Please consider coming to Holy Mass on First Fridays and to 
adore our Lord in the Most Blessed Sacrament. Eucharistic Exposition and Benediction is 
also available every Saturday evening, from 5-6pm. 

 
Fr. Peter 

Saint Michael’s Roman 
Catholic Church 

A Tithing Community 
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  AUGUST 1, 2021 



THE BREAD OF LIFE, PART II 

It is a consistent feature of John’s gospel that, where the people test Jesus, he does not back down, he does compromise, 
he does not water down his teaching, but rather, he doubles down on the offense he causes. The Son of God did not pitch his 
tent and dwell among us (John 1:14) to tell us what we want to hear. Jesus Christ takes us into a radical relationship with God. 
This requires a serious, and sometimes difficult, readjustment of our priorities. 

After Jesus feeds the multitude, their priority becomes one of securing food from him forever. They want to make him 
king (John 6:15), so Jesus escapes by walking on water (John 6:16-21). When the people find him again, they want more food, 
and Jesus knows this. He says, “Amen, amen, I say to you, you are looking for me not because you saw signs but because you 
ate the loaves and were filled” (John 6:26). He tells them to work for the food that endures for eternal life, to do the works of 
God, to believe in Jesus, on whom the Father has put his seal and sent among them. Despite this, the people turn back to 
their earthly priority. When they ask what sign Jesus can perform to prove himself to them – as if the multiplication of loaves 
and fish were not enough – they hearken back to the miracle of manna that Moses provided. The people’s priority is in their 
stomach. 

It does not occur to the people speaking with Jesus that, in making such a demand, they are placing themselves under 
condemnation. Here’s why: They quote Psalm 78:24, “He gave them bread from heaven to eat.” This is, of course, a reference 
to the manna. But here is the greater context of that quotation; the people have just had their thirst satisfied and they say, 

 
But can he also provide bread, give meat to his people? The Lord heard and grew angry; fire blazed up against Jacob; 
anger flared up against Israel. For they did not believe in God, did not trust in his saving power. So he commanded the 
skies above; the doors of heaven he opened. God rained down manna upon them for food; bread from heaven he gave 
them… They ate and were filled; he gave them what they had craved. But while they still wanted more, and the food was 
still in their mouths, God’s anger attacked them, killed their best warriors, laid low the youth of Israel” (Psalm 78:20-24.29
-31). 
 
Just as in the book of Exodus, manna is given at the request of a people grumbling against God. It is a sign allowed by 

God for trust in him, given to a people who do not trust in him. 
Our Lord Jesus, whose Holy Spirit has inspired this very psalm, now identifies the people starving in the desert for food 

with this crowd around him, starving for spiritual food. He says, “Amen, amen, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave the 
bread from heaven; my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes down from 
heaven and gives life to the world.” Jesus does not back down from his claims, nor does he seek a way not to offend these 
people. Like the Good Shepherd he is, he is leading his flock forward with the rod of his mouth. The people, still seeking 
food for their stomachs, reply, “Sir, give us this bread always.” They still do not understand. 

What occurs next becomes a principle defining moment for faith in Jesus Christ, the Son of God. He does not water 
down his discourse. He does not say things easy for us to understand. He does not work to provide signs to prove himself to 
the people. Instead, he says, “I am the Bread of Life; whoever comes to me will never hunger, and whoever believes in me 
will never thirst” (John 6:35). From this moment on, it will not be powerful signs from heaven that serve as light posts for a 
people wandering on this earth. It will be faith in Jesus Christ himself, the Word made flesh. It will be a faith exercised 
principally through the claim that he will soon make, that divine word and flesh are one in the Eucharist. To feed on the 
manna that God provides is to feed on the Eucharist. Never to hunger again is to come to Christ. Never to thirst again is to 
open our mouths and loosen our tongues in praise and thanksgiving to God. 

Jesus does work a true miracle in the multiplication of loaves and fish, but this is not to suffice. This sign is not one of a 
series of logical claims leading to belief in Jesus as the Son of God. Instead, Jesus reverses the order of operation. We are to 
believe in him now by believing in his true presence in the Eucharist. There, at the altar of Christ, every good thing will 
multiply for us, all the things that would before have led us to belief in him. Faith comes first. Faith in the Eucharist comes 
before proof of the Eucharist and all that God provides through the Eucharist. 

We can exercise this faith in the Eucharist by believing it truly is the Body and Blood of Christ when we receive 
Communion, and by offering to God all of our prayers before the Eucharist at Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, a thing 
we do here every Saturday evening, from 5-6pm, and every First Friday, from 9:30am-4:30pm. Come, adore the Lord, exercise 
your faith in him, and know the abundance of good things He promises.  



WEEKLY COLLECTION FOR JULY 25: 

Sunday, July 25: $7,921 
Building Fund: $286 
WeShare, July 19-25: $265 

Thank you to those who continue to send in their weekly 
tithe even though they are unable yet to return to Sunday Mass. 
All of us might consider using WeShare to make our donations 
online; please visit the parish website for links and information 
on how to do so. 

Sunday, Aug 1st:    Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:30am:      Dolores Mitchell 

 10:00am:    Pro populo 
 11:30am:    Yudelka Daez ( Special Intention )  
Monday, Aug 2nd:  St. Eusebius of Vercelli; St. Peter Julian  
     Eymard 

9:00am: Frederic Bastien  
Tuesday, Aug 3rd:  No saints or special observances  

9:00am:  Hillary Edwards ( Special Intention )  
Wednesday, Aug 4th:St. John Vianney 
 9:00am:      Deacon Gustavo Medina  
Thursday, Aug 5th:Dedication of the Basilica of St. Mary 

 Major� 
 9:00am:      Floresa Merced Ello  
Friday, Aug 6th:     The Transfiguration of the Lord;  
     Hiroshima Memorial Day; First Friday 

9:00am:      Matilde & Clotilde Lopez  
Saturday, Aug 7th:  St. Sixtus II and Companions; St.  
     Cajetan; First Saturday 
 9:00am:      Floresa Merced Ello  
 4:00pm:      Pro populo  
Sunday, Aug 8th:  ���Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 8:30am:      Jaime Ortega Sr. & Jaime Ortega Jr. 

 10:00am:    Andree M Gaubron  
 11:30am:    Casimiro Valdez  

Saturday–Sunday, Aug 7th-Aug 8th 

 4:00pm: Stephen Perry  
 8:30am: Jennifer Wells  
 10:00am: Cedric Hyde  
 11:30am: Lourdes Suarez  

We pray for mutual understanding in our country and an end 
to violence. 

We pray for our front-line workers during this pandemic: our 
doctors and nurses, our police officers, EMTs, and 
firefighters, our teachers and caregivers, our grocery store 
clerks and restaurant workers, and all exposed to the risk 
of contracting Covid-19. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are living alone, 
especially Eula Burton. 

We pray for the members of our parish serving in the military, 
especially SFC Lamont Cleare. 

We pray for the protection of the unborn, of children, the 
sick, and the elderly. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are homebound, 
especially Maria Santiago  

We pray that the peace of Christ soon fill the earth. 

AUGUST 1, 2021 Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Monday: Nm 11:4b-15; Ps 81:12-17; Mt 14:13-21 
Tuesday: Nm 12:1-13; Ps 51:3-7, 12-13;  
 Mt 14:22-36 or Mt 15:1-2, 10-14 
Wednesday: Nm 13:1-2, 25 — 14:1, 26-29a, 34-35;  
 Ps 106:6-7ab, 13-14, 21-23; Mt 15:21-28 
Thursday: Nm 20:1-13; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Mt 16:13-23 
Friday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9;  
 2 Pt 1:16-19; Mk 9:2-10 
Saturday: Dt 6:4-13; Ps 18:2-4, 47, 51; Mt 17:14-20 
Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:4-8; Ps 34:2-9; Eph 4:30 — 5:2;  
 Jn 6:41-51 

Sanctuary 
Lamp 

 

Those who are over 65 or have underlying health conditions are 
cautioned not to come to Mass. 

 

Once inside, please obey all instruction from the ushers, the 
priests, and the deacon. There will be no physical Sign of Peace 
or Presentation of the Gifts. Communion may be received on 

the tongue or in the hand, but not on gloves.  

 

If you cannot walk forward to receive Holy Communion, you 
must sit in the first row of pews. The priests and deacon will 

not walk back to you. 


