
765 Co-Op City Boulevard 
Bronx, New York 10475-1601 

Phone: 718-671-8050 
 Fax:    718-320-3776 

www.saintmichaels-cc.org 
Parish Office Hours 

    Monday - Thursday : 
  9:30 AM to 4:30 PM 

Friday:  
9:30 AM-1:30 PM 

      Parish Staff 

Reverend Peter Heasley, S.Th.D, 
Pastor  

Reverend Benedict Paul, Ph.D., 
Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Thomas Tortorella 

Reverend Akram Javid 
Reverend Luis Saldaña 

Sunday Associates  

Brian Freeman, Parish Secretary 
Sarah Glassman, Music Director 

 
Mass Schedule 

Weekdays (Mon.-Sat.): 
9:00 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 
4:00 PM  
Sunday:  
8:30 AM 
10:00 AM 

11:30 AM (Spanish) 
1:00 PM (Except July – August) 

Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament 

Saturday: 5:00-6:00PM 
First Fridays: 9:30-4:30PM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Every Saturday: 3:00-3:45 PM 

Baptism and Marriage 
Scheduled by appointment after 
meeting with one of the parish 
priests. Please see the parish 

website for more details. 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
Saint Michael the Archangel Church is a multi-cultural Roman Catholic community seeking to live the faith hon-
estly with courage, warmth, trust, love and hope. We are united together in fellowship as a family. The guiding 

spirit of Christ enables us to serve the needs of others, thereby leading to peace. 

OUR CHRISTIAN LOVE 

If someone you know is interested in becoming Catholic, or if you yourself wish to 
relearn the faith, we are having an informational meeting for RCIA – the Rite of Christian 
Initiation for Adults – on Sunday, August 22, at 12:30pm. 

As you may have seen, the saints for whom you voted as your favorites are now on the 
walls! On the back wall of the Meeting Room, we have Saint Martin de Porres, Saint Pio of 
Pietrelcina, Saint Jude, Saint Josephine Bakhita, and Saint Anthony of Padua. There are 
sixteen saints whose images are hung in the hallway leading to the restrooms and back door. 
These are arranged by continent: Africa (wood-colored frames), Asia (white frames), Europe 
(silver frames), and the Americas (black frames). We’ll include biographies for them in the 
coming weeks and months. 

We can begin our biographies of the saints with my favorites: Saints Augustine and 
Monica are depicted together in a lovely painting by Ary Scheffer (though Augustine would 
certainly have had a beard). Augustine is born in 354 AD in a city called Thagaste in what is 
now Algeria. It is likely that his family are Berbers, at least on his mother’s side. He is born 
into a Roman Empire that is beginning to feel the strain of foreign invasion and internal 
division; by the time Augustine dies, in 430 AD, northern Africa and his see of Hippo has 
fallen to the Vandals. 

Augustine is a bright and ambitious young man who makes his way upward in Roman 
society through a career in rhetoric. This career comes to him by nurturing his God-given 
talents and by involvement with the influential Manichean cult. At thirty years old, he is made 
professor of rhetoric in Milan, where he meets Saint Ambrose. Monica, his mother, arranges 
a marriage for him, which does not have the intended effect of drawing him away from a life 
of lust – he takes another concubine after dismissing the woman with whom he has a child. It 
is, rather, reading the life of Saint Anthony of the Desert with his friends and reading Saint 
Paul by the prompting of the Holy Spirit that open his heart to a life of seeking wisdom in 
chastity. 

After his conversion, Augustine is ordained a priest and bishop. He uses his God-given 
talent for rhetoric to produce the most influential treatises of theology we have in Western 
Christianity, writing on the Trinity, original sin and grace, political theory, and many other 
topics – as well as handing on to the tradition innumerable homilies and commentaries on 
Scripture. 

Augustine’s conversion and his many talents are, of course, the gift of God to his 
Church, but he chose his mother, Monica, to be the instrument of his grace. Her long 
suffering over the debauched life of her son, joined to her many prayers for him, has brought 
about his conversion. 

Fr. Peter 

Saint Michael’s Roman 
Catholic Church 

A Tithing Community 
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  AUGUST 8, 2021 



THE BREAD OF LIFE, PART III 

 
In the Bread of Life discourse of John 6, which we are hearing as our Gospel reading at Mass over a few weeks, 

it becomes very clear to the believing Catholic that he is speaking of the Eucharist. This is easier for us because we, 
in our faith, are building upon two thousand years of belief and practice. The Catholic Church has always taught 
clearly and consistently that the Eucharist is the real Body and Blood of Jesus.  

Church scholars and theologians, have come up with a term called Transubstantiation to describe how what our 
senses perceive as bread and wine are, in a very real way, the Son of God himself. The line of thinking is this: 
everything that exists is a substance of some kind – for human beings, our substance is our soul – and this 
substance gives form to the aspects of the thing that we can sense, what are called its “accidents.” So, everything 
that exists is a combination of substance and accidents. Substance does not change among examples of a species of 
thing – every human being has the same kind of substance, a human soul. Accidents can change – every human 
being looks a little different in height, shape, sex, and skin color. With the Eucharist, what happens on the altar is 
that the accidents of bread and wine remain, while the substance changes. Our senses still perceive the Eucharist as 
bread and wine, in taste, color, and consistency, but the Sacred Species no longer have the “soul” of bread and 
wine. Their substance, their soul, is Jesus himself. 

Over the years, some have doubted this. Most famously, the Protestant reformers of the sixteenth century 
doubted that the Eucharist was the Real Presence of Christ. Martin Luther held that, instead of a permanent 
transubstantiation of the Eucharist into the Body and Blood of Christ, what happened on the altar was a 
“consubstantiation,” that the presence of Christ remained so long as the people were gathered for worship. Other 
Protestant reformers simply denied the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist altogether, and receiving 
communion was a mere outward sign of unity as a believing community. 

The Eucharist is, indeed, an outward sign of unity, and this is because, in a very real way, it creates unity among 
us from within. When we receive Communion as a congregation, we tell each other and the world that we all 
believe that this is the Body and Blood of Christ. When the priest or deacon holds up the Host before us and says, 
“The Body of Christ,” we reply, “Amen.” When we say Amen, we are giving an outward, audible sign of our 
interior faith. What is happening through this confession of faith and our worthy reception of the Eucharist is that 
Jesus, who is the soul of the Eucharist, becomes the soul of our soul. We should meditate on this, then: if each of 
us has, through the Eucharist, the Holy Spirit of God as the soul of our soul, then each of us has the same soul 
uniting us in a real, metaphysical way. We are one in the Eucharist. 

On some occasions, our Lord has seen fit to support our faith in the Eucharist with Eucharistic miracles. One 
of the first and most famous occurred in Lanciano, Italy, in the 8th century. A monk was having his doubts about 
the Eucharist when, during the consecration, he saw the bread turn into flesh and the wine into blood. You can still 
see this flesh and blood in Lanciano today. Scientists have examined it and concluded that the flesh is heart muscle 
and the blood type AB (in fact, at every approved Eucharistic miracle, the blood type is AB). 

In the year 1263, another doubting priest was saying Mass in Bolsena, Italy, when blood dripped from the Host 
onto the corporal. The pope himself, Urban IV, was nearby and set up the corporal for veneration, and you can still 
see it today. There had already been some consideration for instituting the feast of Corpus Christi, based on the 
revelations to Saint Juliana of Liège, and this provided the sign the pope needed. 

More recently, in 2013, a host fell in a church in Legnica, Poland. The priest, as is proper, put the Host into 
some water to dissolve. Instead, the host turned read, and medical experts determined that it had become heart 
tissue that had suffered some kind of agony. A similar Eucharistic miracle had occurred in Sokołka, Poland, only a 
few years earlier. 

It may sound strange to say this, but a saint has put together a website that lists Eucharistic miracles. Blessed 
Carlo Acutis (1991-2006) was an English-Italian teenager who loved computers and began his online list at age 11. 
He died of leukemia after a life of great sanctity. After evidence of a miracle that he worked, Pope Francis beatified 
him on October 10, 2020. You can visit the website that the saint created about Eucharistic miracles here: http://
www.miracolieucaristici.org/.  



WEEKLY COLLECTION FOR AUGUST 1: 

Sunday, August 1: $5,733 

Building Fund: $1,129 

WeShare, July 26–August 1: $560 

Thank you to those who continue to send in their weekly 
tithe even though they are unable yet to return to Sunday Mass. 
All of us might consider using WeShare to make our donations 
online; please visit the parish website for links and information 
on how to do so. 

Sunday, Aug 8th:    Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 8:30am:      Jaime Ortega Sr. & Jaime Ortega Jr. 

 10:00am:    Andree M Gaubron  
 11:30am:    Casimiro Valdez  
Monday, Aug 9th:   St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross� 

9:00am: Maria Burke ( Special Intention )  
Tuesday, Aug 10th:  St. Lawrence� 

9:00am:  Pilar & Luis A. Caldero  
Wednesday, Aug 11th: St. Clare� 
 9:00am:      Garey D. Frierson  
Thursday, Aug 12th:St. Jane Frances de Chantal� 
 9:00am:      Ruth E. Smith  
Friday, Aug 13th:     Ss. Pontian and Hippolytus� 

9:00am:      Floresa Merced Ello   
Saturday, Aug 14th:  St. Maximilian Kolbe� 
 9:00am:      Andres Romero   
 4:00pm:      Jimmy Hyacinthe ( Special Intention )   
Sunday, Aug 15th:   The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary�� 
 8:30am:      Pro populo 

 10:00am:    Jaime Ortega Sr. & Jaime Ortega Jr. 
 11:30am:    Fernando Rivera   

Saturday–Sunday, Aug 14th-Aug 15th 

 4:00pm: Stephen Perry  
 8:30am: Antonio Baptiste  
 10:00am: Christina Nevers  
 11:30am: Aida Gonzalez  

We pray for mutual understanding in our country and an end 
to violence. 

We pray for our front-line workers during this pandemic: our 
doctors and nurses, our police officers, EMTs, and 
firefighters, our teachers and caregivers, our grocery store 
clerks and restaurant workers, and all exposed to the risk 
of contracting Covid-19. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are living alone, 
especially Eula Burton. 

We pray for the members of our parish serving in the military, 
especially SFC Lamont Cleare. 

We pray for the protection of the unborn, of children, the 
sick, and the elderly. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are homebound, 
especially Maria Santiago  

We pray that the peace of Christ soon fill the earth. 

AUGUST 8, 2021 Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Monday: Dt 10:12-22; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20;  
 Mt 17:22-27 
Tuesday: 2 Cor 9:6-10; Ps 112:1-2, 5-9; Jn 12:24-26 
Wednesday: Dt 34:1-2; Ps 66:1-3a, 5, 8, 16-17;  
 Mt 18:15-20 
Thursday: Jos 3:7-10a, 11, 13-17; Ps 114:1-6;  
 Mt 18:21 — 19:1 
Friday: Jos 24:1-13; Ps 136:1-3, 16-18, 21-22, 24; 
 Mt 19:3-12 
Saturday: Jos 24:14-29; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-8, 11;   
 Mt 19:13-15 
Sunday: Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2; Ps 132:6-7,  
 9-10, 13-14; 1 Cor 15:54b-57; Lk 11:27-28  
 Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;  
 Ps 45:10-12, 16; 1 Cor 15:20-27; Lk 1:39-56 

Sanctuary 
Lamp 

 

Those who are over 65 or have underlying health conditions are 
cautioned not to come to Mass. 

 

Once inside, please obey all instruction from the ushers, the 
priests, and the deacon. There will be no physical Sign of Peace 
or Presentation of the Gifts. Communion may be received on 

the tongue or in the hand, but not on gloves.  

 

If you cannot walk forward to receive Holy Communion, you 
must sit in the first row of pews. The priests and deacon will 

not walk back to you. 


