
FROM THE PASTOR 

If someone you know is interested in 
becoming Catholic, or if you yourself 
wish to relearn the faith, we are having 
an informational meeting for RCIA – 
the Rite of Christian Initiation for 
Adults – on Sunday, August 22, at 
12:30pm. 
If the death of a loved one due to 
Covid-19 has placed a financial 
burden on you, FEMA (Federal 
Emergency Management Agency) is 
offering reimbursements for funeral 
expenses for qualified individuals. The 
death must have occurred in the United 
States; the applicant must be a U.S. 
citizen, non-citizen national or qualified 
alien who incurred funeral expenses 
after January 20, 2020; there is no 

requirement for the deceased person to have been a U.S. citizen, non-citizen 
national or qualified alien; the deceased person’s death certificate must indicate the 
death was attributed to or caused by Covid-19. For more information, take a flyer 
from the parish office or call FEMA directly at 1-844-684-6333. I, myself, want to 
encourage everyone to have their loved ones buried with Catholic funeral rites. It is 
an act of mercy for them, one that pleases God. 

Si la muerte de un ser querido debido a Covid-19 ha supuesto una carga 
financiera para usted, FEMA está ofreciendo reembolsos por gastos funerarios 
para personas calificadas. La muerte debe haber ocurrido en los Estados Unidos. 
El solicitante debe ser ciudadano estadounidense, nacional no ciudadano o 
extranjero cualificado que incurrió en gastos fúnebres después del 20 de enero de 
2020. No existe un requisito que estipule que la persona fallecida deba haber sido 
ciudadano estadounidense, nacional no ciudadano o extranjero cualificado. El 
certificado de defunción debe indicar que la muerte se atribuyó a o fue causada por 
COVID-19.� Para obtener más información, lleve un volante de la oficina 
parroquial o llame a FEMA directamente al 1-844-684-6333. Yo mismo quiero 
animar a todos a que entierren a sus seres queridos con ritos funerarios católicos.�
Es un acto de misericordia para ellos, uno que agrada a Dios. 

As mentioned during Mass, we will continue with our suspension of the 
Sunday 1pm Mass. This is for several reasons: the numbers of people attending 
Mass after Covid does not justify having it; a parish needs to worship as one body 
as much as it reasonably can, at fewer Masses; this late Mass, the fourth in a row, 
places a physical burden on the priests that we should try to alleviate where we can, 
as your priests are taking on multiple roles within the parish and the diocese. 
Thank you for your understanding. 

Fr. Peter 
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Parish Office Hours 

    Monday - Thursday : 
  9:30 AM to 4:30 PM 

Friday:  
9:30 AM-1:30 PM 

      Parish Staff 

Reverend Peter Heasley, S.Th.D, 
Pastor  

Reverend Benedict Paul, Ph.D., 
Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Thomas Tortorella 

Reverend Akram Javid 
Reverend Luis Saldaña 

Sunday Associates  

Brian Freeman, Parish Secretary 
Sarah Glassman, Music Director 

 
Mass Schedule 

Weekdays (Mon.-Sat.): 
9:00 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 
4:00 PM  
Sunday:  
8:30 AM 
10:00 AM 

11:30 AM (Spanish) 

Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament 

Saturday: 5:00-6:00PM 
First Fridays: 9:30-4:30PM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Every Saturday: 3:00-3:45 PM 

Baptism and Marriage 
Scheduled by appointment after 
meeting with one of the parish 
priests. Please see the parish 

website for more details. 



THE BREAD OF LIFE, PART IV 

If you were to search your feelings, your thoughts, your memories, and your dreams and aspirations for what 
you thought was really Catholic, what would you find? When we think of “Catholic,” our broader, cultural memory 
might conjure up churches filled with clouds of incense radiant with the colored light from stained glass windows, 
or of dark-robed monsignors manning the gates of a formidable institution. We might think of the great 
missionaries or saints of the past, living heroic lives in the battlefield of faith. Or, we might think of our bright little 
parish, full of friends and cheerful song. If we pressed harder and thought of what makes Catholic life and practice 
truly distinct, we might say the Eucharist, confession, and devotion to the Blessed Mother. All of these things, I 
think, are right on. But I would like to suggest what I think sets Catholic thinking apart from all other ways of 
looking at the world: the human body as the arena of virtue and the vessel of eternal happiness. 

The destiny of the human person, as willed by God, is to live, in body and soul, before the light of his Face. 
Adam and Eve lived first in this original state of justice, their bodies not meant for death or decay, until they 
sinned. Our Lord Jesus rose from the dead in the very same body that he made his home on earth, warts, wounds, 
and all. He feeds us in the Eucharist, in a mysterious way, with that very same resurrected body. His mother, Mary, 
conceived without the mark of original sin handed on to us by Adam, is assumed into heaven, body and soul 
together, in one moment. If the resurrection of Jesus from the dead shows us what he promises to those who take 
up his cross, confess their sins, and commune with him in the Eucharist, then the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary reveals what God has always intended for us: deathless, sublime life in subtle, glorified bodies. 

The older we get, the more we might want an escape from these heavy bodies of ours, dragged down by gravity 
and gripped by disease. The promise of heaven is an airy life, souls floating freely with the angels. To live as 
effortlessly in the body as we see our Olympians do requires, when we’re not watching, years and years of 
strenuous exercise. Their bodies, which we admire every four years, become racked with pains and aches as soon as 
they step off the podium. There really is no escape from the yoke of our bodies while the earth remains in the state 
it is, steeped in sin. 

The resurrection of the dead, the great promise of restoration that we profess every Sunday when we recite the 
Creed, comes at the end of time, when our Lord Jesus, King of the Universe, reenters this world in all his glory. He 
will bear the same body that hangs upon the cross, radiating light and grace through his still-open wounds. Our 
Blessed Mother will reign with him in the same beautiful splendor with which she has appeared in countless 
visions, only without the dimming veil that makes it possible for impure minds to see her. We, too, in these same 
bodies of ours, made glorious in the resurrection, will radiate the light of God throughout a purified earth and, 
perhaps, a vast universe made one and opened up for our dwelling. 

This, in my mind, is what is most distinctly Catholic. There are many who hate the body and see it as an 
impediment to greater spiritual and intellectual capacities. The earliest philosophers, from Plato through to today’s 
transhumanists, despise the body God has given us. The early Church is plagued by Gnostics, who see release from 
the body as the true goal taught by Jesus and attainable in some way already on earth, by abstinence from sex and 
severe fasting. Our release from the burden of the body comes not without it, but within it. 

Jesus has given us a love for the body as the means of our salvation. “Take up your cross and follow me,” he 
says. Take up your body and let all of its pains and sufferings – physical and emotional – be joined to the grace of 
faith, hope, and love. This is the way of the saints, for whom fasting and abstinence are done not out of hatred for 
the body, but out of love for it as the vessel of life. This is the way of the sacraments, in which the grace of God is 
given through material, bodily means: water poured over the head, chrism smeared upon the forehead, hands laid 
upon men and their palms rubbed with oil, oil of healing rubbed into the palms and foreheads of the sick and 
dying, God’s own body given as food and drink to strengthen those who seek to live virtuously in their bodies. Our 
Catholic life is a sacramental life. 

Every sacrament is a sign that points to, and includes within it, a hidden reality. The Eucharist is the Body of 
Christ and points beyond, to where it dwells, for now, in unapproachable light. The Church itself is a sacrament, 
the visible sign of our hidden unity in the Body of Christ. Our bodies, in a certain sense, can themselves be signs of 
the salvation that Christ has wrought for us in his own body, so long as we offer our sufferings as sacrifices to the 
Father. The Blessed Mother, assumed body and soul into heaven, we can see as the sign of the great restoration to 
come, when we, too, in resurrected bodies, will live integrally, body and soul, in a universe filled with the light of 
God and sustaining life in all its unmeasured folds.  

  



WEEKLY COLLECTION FOR AUGUST 8: 

Sunday, August 8: $4,511 
The Church in Africa: $677 
Building Fund: $236 
WeShare, August 2-8: $640 

Thank you to those who continue to send in their weekly 
tithe even though they are unable yet to return to Sunday Mass. 
All of us might consider using WeShare to make our donations 
online; please visit the parish website for links and information 
on how to do so. 

Sunday, Aug 15th:   The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin  
     Mary�� 
 8:30am:      Pro populo 

 10:00am:    Jaime Ortega Sr. & Jaime Ortega Jr. 
 11:30am:    Fernando Rivera   
Monday, Aug 16th: Twentieth Week in Ordinary Time;  
      St. Stephen of Hungary 

9:00am: Fr. Michael Ratajczak 
Tuesday, Aug 17th: No saints or special observances  

9:00am:  Donna Rossi 
Wednesday, Aug 18th: No saints or special observances  
 9:00am:      Mr. &  Mrs. Henry Hassell  
Thursday, Aug 19th:St. St. John Eudes� 
 9:00am:      Irene Rosa  
Friday, Aug 20th:     St. Bernard� 

9:00am:      Vilna Halls 
Saturday, Aug 21th:  St. Pius X� 
 9:00am:      Apolinario V. Hernandez  
 4:00pm:      Pro populo  
Sunday, Aug 22th:   Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time� 
 8:30am:      Nelson Perez  

 10:00am:    Rosa Maria Peña 
 11:30am:    Marissa Vargas  

Saturday–Sunday, Aug 21st-Aug 22nd 

 4:00pm: Stephen Perry  
 8:30am: Jennifer Wells  
 10:00am: Maria Lorenzana  
 11:30am: Rosaura Cruz  

We pray for mutual understanding in our country and an end 
to violence. 

We pray for our front-line workers during this pandemic: our 
doctors and nurses, our police officers, EMTs, and 
firefighters, our teachers and caregivers, our grocery store 
clerks and restaurant workers, and all exposed to the risk 
of contracting Covid-19. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are living alone, 
especially Eula Burton. 

We pray for the members of our parish serving in the military, 
especially SFC Lamont Cleare. 

We pray for the protection of the unborn, of children, the 
sick, and the elderly. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are homebound, 
especially Maria Santiago  

We pray that the peace of Christ soon fill the earth. 

AUGUST 15, 2021 The Assumption of  the Blessed Virgin Mary   

 
Monday: Jgs 2:11-19; Ps 106:34-37, 39-40, 43ab, 44;  
 Mt 19:16-22 
Tuesday: Jgs 6:11-24a; Ps 85:9, 11-14; Mt 19:23-30 
Wednesday: Jgs 9:6-15; Ps 21:2-7; Mt 20:1-16 
Thursday: Jgs 11:29-39a; Ps 40:5, 7-10; Mt 22:1-14 
Friday: Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22; Ps 146:5-10;  
 Mt 22:34-40 
Saturday: Ru 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17; Ps 128:1b-5;  
 Mt 23:1-12 
Sunday: Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b; Ps 34:2-3, 16-21;  
 Eph 5:21-32 [2a, 25-32]; Jn 6:60-69 

Sanctuary Lamp 
In Memory of   

Hermano Villa Velez  

Those who are over 65 or have underlying health conditions are 
cautioned not to come to Mass. 

 

Once inside, please obey all instruction from the ushers, the 
priests, and the deacon. There will be no physical Sign of Peace 
or Presentation of the Gifts. Communion may be received on 

the tongue or in the hand, but not on gloves.  

 

If you cannot walk forward to receive Holy Communion, you 
must sit in the first row of pews. The priests and deacon will 

not walk back to you. 


