
FROM THE PASTOR 

Pray for Haiti! Already at the time of 
writing (Monday), almost two thousand 
have died and many thousands more are 
injured and living without basic 
necessities. Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
Patroness of Haiti, pray for us. 
If someone you know is interested in 
becoming Catholic, or if you yourself wish 
to relearn the faith, we are having an 
informational meeting for RCIA – the 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults – 
today, Sunday, August 22, at 12:30pm. 
If the death of a loved one due to 
Covid-19 has placed a financial burden 
on you, FEMA (Federal Emergency 
Management Agency) is offering 
reimbursements for funeral expenses for 
qualified individuals. For more 
information, take a flyer from the parish 

office or call FEMA directly at 1-844-684-6333. Si la muerte de un ser querido 
debido a Covid-19 ha supuesto una carga financiera para usted, FEMA está 
ofreciendo reembolsos por gastos funerarios para personas calificadas. Para obtener 
más información, lleve un volante de la oficina parroquial o llame a FEMA 
directamente al 1-844-684-6333.  

As mentioned last week, we will continue with our suspension of the Sunday 
1pm Mass. We do not yet have the number of parishioners returned from lockdown 
to justify resuming it, having just one fewer Mass on Sunday is a great relief to the 
priests, who are becoming stretched thin, and it is better for a parish to worship all 
together as much as possible. Thank you for your understanding. 

Biography: tomorrow, August 23, we celebrate Saint Rose of Lima. Born in 
Lima, Peru, in 1586, she died at age 31 in 1617. She made her short life full of prayer, 
fasting, mortification, and hard work. Naturally beautiful – the image we have of her 
on the wall is a reconstruction from her skull – she rejected the advances of men by 
cutting her hair short and rubbing pepper on her face. Instead, she vowed herself to 
Christ, eventually overcoming her parents’ objections and becoming a Dominican 
tertiary. She supported herself in the grotto her brother had built for her by making 
lace and embroidery. The crown of roses she wore hid a crown of spiked metal, one of 
the many penances she took on in expiation for offences against God, the idolatry of 
her people, the conversion of sinners, and for the souls in purgatory. Saint Rose of 
Lima, who could have had, with her beauty, all the joys of this world, chose instead to 
join herself to the Cross of Christ through the sufferings she chose. In this way, she 
won the faith of her people to Christ. 
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Mass Schedule 

Weekdays (Mon.-Sat.): 
9:00 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 
4:00 PM  
Sunday:  
8:30 AM 
10:00 AM 

11:30 AM (Spanish) 

Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament 

Saturday: 5:00-6:00PM 
First Fridays: 9:30-4:30PM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Every Saturday: 3:00-3:45 PM 

Baptism and Marriage 
Scheduled by appointment after 
meeting with one of the parish 
priests. Please see the parish 

website for more details. 



THE BREAD OF LIFE, PART V 

Obedience can be seen as a way of acting without perfect knowledge. Soldiers storm the battlefield without all the 
knowledge their generals have, and without knowing whether or not they will survive. Sensible people obey signs on 
hazardous equipment, like Do Not Touch, without knowing how that equipment works. In happy marriages, husbands 
and wives obey each other without being fully able to trace the path of their spouse’s logic. This is humility. 

It seems to be more difficult for those with some knowledge about things to give themselves over to authority. We 
see this today. Watching videos on the Internet gives people some knowledge about very complex subjects, like virology. 
With a little knowledge gained, we find it hard to give our obedience to those we deem the “so-called experts.” We 
protest the demands placed upon us. Sometimes we do this rightfully, sometimes not.  

Whenever we refuse to give ourselves over to the authority of a certain person or agency, we automatically give our 
obedience over to another. Human beings are by nature religious, and religion is obedience to God or the gods we have 
set up for ourselves. If we refuse obedience to the One True God, we will, whether we recognize it or not, give 
ourselves in obedience to other gods. Those gods might be ourselves or some other public champions of our cause. We 
cannot help but do this. 

Our Lord Jesus has revealed everything we need to live as his friends. He says, “You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. I no longer call you slaves, because a slave does not know what his master is doing. I have called you 
friends, because I have told you everything I have heard from my Father” (John 15:15). What counts as obedience now 
is not serving lavishly as soldiers, not living in fear of danger or death, not succumbing to the whims of a mountaintop 
full of capricious gods. Jesus commands obedience with knowledge: this is the definition of love. 

Despite all that we do know, we know very little before God. He has sent us as soldiers on the battlefield of faith, 
and we do not know what we will find; the martyrs all accepted this ignorance in humility and rejoiced when they lost 
their lives and livelihoods for the sake of Christ. God has placed warning signs in nature and on our own bodies; all of 
those “Do not…” commandments are there to protect us from forces we do not understand. He has espoused us to 
Christ in the Holy Spirit, who asks us simply to take and eat of his very own Body and Blood, when our senses tell us we 
are consuming bread and wine. 

We know what the Eucharist is and we have a good science of it. The full depth of the mystery remains hidden. 
Jesus has told us everything we are capable of understanding, promising that the Holy Spirit will reveal more as we are 
able to receive more (John 16:12). He has done so and will continue to do so. 

When Jesus promises the Eucharist and begins teaching his followers about it in the Bread of Life discourse of John 
6, many turn away. “This saying is hard; who can accept it?” they say (John 6:60). Many, indeed, have fallen away from 
Eucharistic teaching over the centuries; this is essentially the history of Protestant schism and heresy. Jesus offers them a 
counter argument, namely, that increased knowledge would not increase their obedience: “What if you were to see the 
Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the spirit that gives life, while the flesh is of no avail” (John 6:62). In 
other words, if we could see all the invisible powers of heaven and earth at work, they would still not believe and obey. 
Eucharistic faith dwells in the most intimate touch of God to man, where the Son of God counts his followers as 
friends. It dwells in the obedience of love. Everyone who has fallen away from faith in the Eucharist has done so 
because he refuses to obey some other teaching or commandment of God and will not live as a soldier, servant, or 
spouse of Christ and the Church, by obeying the pope, observing the dangers signs of lust, or opening his heart in prayer 
and regular Sunday worship. 

Saint Peter does not yet understand Christ’s words about the Eucharist, yet he obeys as a friend and comes later into 
greater understanding. His response to Jesus, when all others have left, is simple: “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have 
the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and are convinced that you are the Holy One of God” (John 6:68-69). 
He does not pretend to know what Jesus is saying, but he knows from his experience, humbly following Christ in his 
earthly ministry, that what he is saying is true. His knowledge is imperfect but it will be made perfect in the Holy Spirit, 
at Pentecost, when Peter and the others have already shown themselves faithful to Christ. 

So, too, our knowledge of things will be made perfect in heaven, where the light of Christ shines on everything. The 
depths of divine love and the nature of this universe will unfold before us. Knowledge does not make us capable of 
obeying. Obedience makes us capable of knowing. Obedience to the commandments keeps us safe in our moral and 
spiritual lives, and makes us able to understand and to love all that God orders us as his soldiers and servants. He has 
humbled himself by giving himself over to us in Eucharist for our consumption. Let us do the same before Him in our 
prayer and our regular worship of Him.  



WEEKLY COLLECTION FOR AUGUST 15: 

Sunday, August 15: $5,920 
Building Fund: $135 
WeShare, August 9-15: $730 

Thank you to those who continue to send in their weekly 
tithe even though they are unable yet to return to Sunday Mass. 
All of us might consider using WeShare to make our donations 
online; please visit the parish website for links and information 
on how to do so. 

Sunday, Aug 22nd:   Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time� 
 8:30am:      Nelson Perez  

 10:00am:    Rosa Maria Peña 
 11:30am:    Marissa Vargas  
Monday, Aug 23rd:St. Rose of Lima 

9:00am: Gretchen Everhardt  
Tuesday, Aug 24th: St. Bartholomew 

9:00am:  Carol Harewood  
Wednesday, Aug 25th: St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz 
 9:00am:      Gladys Nuñez  
Thursday, Aug 26th:No saints or special observances  
 9:00am:      Priscilla Murphy  
Friday, Aug 27th:     St. Monica� 

9:00am:      Lauren Clare Doros ( Special Intention )  
Saturday, Aug 28th:  St. Augustine� 
 9:00am:      Marylin Baptiste  ( Special Intention )  
 4:00pm:      Rosa Maria Peña 
Sunday, Aug 29th:   Twenty-second  Sunday in Ordinary 

Time� 
 8:30am:     Pro populo   

 10:00am:    Elease Brown Douglas  
 11:30am:    Daysi Gomez & Madeline Gonzalez &  
  Candido Muriel ( Special Intention )  

Saturday–Sunday, Aug 28th-Aug 29th 

 4:00pm: Stephen Perry  
 8:30am: Michelle Tapper  
 10:00am: Christina Nevers  
 11:30am: Emma Fernandez  

We pray for mutual understanding in our country and an end 
to violence. 

We pray for our front-line workers during this pandemic: our 
doctors and nurses, our police officers, EMTs, and 
firefighters, our teachers and caregivers, our grocery store 
clerks and restaurant workers, and all exposed to the risk 
of contracting Covid-19. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are living alone, 
especially Eula Burton. 

We pray for the members of our parish serving in the military, 
especially SFC Lamont Cleare. 

We pray for the protection of the unborn, of children, the 
sick, and the elderly. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are homebound, 
especially Maria Santiago  

We pray that the peace of Christ soon fill the earth. 

AUGUST 22, 2021 Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 
Monday: 1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b;  
 Mt 23:13-22 
Tuesday: Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-13, 17-18;  
 Jn 1:45-51 
Wednesday: 1 Thes 2:9-13; Ps 139:7-12ab; Mt 23:27-32 
Thursday: 1 Thes 3:7-13; Ps 90:3-5a, 12-14, 17; 
 Mt 24:42-51 
Friday: 1 Thes 4:1-8; Ps 97:1, 2b, 5-6, 10-12;  
 Mt 25:1-13 
Saturday: 1 Thes 4:9-11; Ps 98:1, 7-9; Mt 25:14-30 
Sunday: Dt 4:1-2, 6-8; Ps 15:2-5; Jas 1:17-18,  
 21b-22, 27; Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

Sanctuary Lamp 
In Memory of   

Catalina Muñoz 

Those who are over 65 or have underlying health conditions are 
cautioned not to come to Mass. 

 

Once inside, please obey all instruction from the ushers, the 
priests, and the deacon. There will be no physical Sign of Peace 
or Presentation of the Gifts. Communion may be received on 

the tongue or in the hand, but not on gloves.  

 

If you cannot walk forward to receive Holy Communion, you 
must sit in the first row of pews. The priests and deacon will 

not walk back to you. 


