
FROM THE PASTOR 

Next weekend is the First Sunday of 
Advent, which the Church considers the 
beginning of the liturgical year. That means 
new missalettes are coming in. Our new 
missalettes will be bilingual, English and 
Spanish, on facing pages. The separate 
music issue will also be bilingual and will 
remain in the brown binders. Both the 
music issue and seasonal missalette 
must remain in the pews. We will not sell 
individual missalettes like we have done 
during the Covid era. 
 November is dedicated to the 
souls in Purgatory, and praying for them is 
an act of love on our part–technically 
speaking, it is one of the seven Spiritual 
Works of Mercy. Love always builds up 
both the giver and the receiver. In the case 
of praying for the dead, they obtain release 
from the pains of Purgatory and those who 
pray meet the delighted eyes of Christ, who 

has shown us mercy’s perfect love by hanging on the Cross for us. It is no great burden, then, 
and will help us in the end, as well, to visit a cemetery this month and pray for the dead. Just 
like last year, Catholics can obtain a plenary indulgence all this month by visiting a cemetery and 
praying for the souls in Purgatory. If, because of Covid restrictions, the cemeteries are closed, 
we can obtain the plenary indulgence for someone simply by visiting a church or oratory. Here 
are the usual conditions for obtaining a plenary indulgence: 

Detachment from all sin, even venial. 
Sacramental confession, Holy Communion, and prayer for the intentions of the pope. 

Confession and Communion can occur up to twenty days before or after the act 
performed to obtain the indulgence, though it is best that Communion take place the 
same day. 

One Confession is enough for several plenary indulgences, but for each plenary indulgence 
one must receive a separate Communion and say separate prayers for the Holy 
Father’s intentions. 

Those who are unable to leave their home can still obtain the plenary indulgence by reciting 
prayers for the dead before an image of Jesus or the Blessed Mother. 

 
Three Kings Bethlehem are visiting our parish this weekend, selling olive wood goods. 

Please find them in the vestibule after Mass and support Christians in the Holy Land. Here is 
their appeal: 

 
Dear brothers and sisters, we are a missionary group from Bethlehem - the holy 

city of Christ's birth. We sell religious articles hand carved by Christian artisans from 
Bethlehem & Jerusalem. As you may know, the situation is very difficult. It is hard for 
the Christian minority to make a living in the Holy Land, and tourism has come to a 
halt with COVID. The sale of these items benefits the Christian families there and 
helps to provide opportunities for them. Thank you and God bless you! 
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Parish Office Hours 

    Monday - Thursday : 
  9:30 AM to 4:30 PM 

Friday:  
9:30 AM-1:30 PM 

      Parish Staff 

Reverend Peter Heasley, S.Th.D, 
Pastor  

Reverend Benedict Paul, Ph.D., 
Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Thomas Tortorella 
Deacon Candido Padro 

Reverend Akram Javid 
Reverend Luis Saldaña 

Sunday Associates  

Brian Freeman, Parish Secretary 
Sarah Glassman, Music Director 

 
Mass Schedule 

Weekdays (Mon.-Sat.): 
9:00 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 
4:00 PM  
Sunday:  
8:30 AM 
10:00 AM 

11:30 AM (Spanish) 

Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament 

Saturday: 5:00-6:00PM 
First Fridays: 9:30-4:30PM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Every Saturday: 3:00-3:45 PM 

Baptism and Marriage 
Scheduled by appointment after 
meeting with one of the parish 
priests. Please see the parish 

website for more details. 



SAINT PETER CLAVER  

It would be hard for many, if not most of us, to take in the spirit with which Pere Claver i Corberó, born in 
1580 to prosperous Catalonian farmers, wrote the words, “I must dedicate myself to the service of God until death, 
on the understanding that I am like a slave.” After all, our Lord Jesus has told us, “I no longer call you slaves, 
because a slave does not know what his master is doing. I have called you friends, because I have told you 
everything I have heard from my Father.” We residents of the modern world prize our freedom above many, if not 
most, other things. To make ourselves slaves again in Christ must somehow enhance our true freedom, then. 

Peter Claver made himself a slave to slaves and this is where his freedom lay. That freedom came through 
God’s call to him to serve in the Spanish colonies in the New World, given through the prophetic voice of St. 
Alphonsus Rodriguez, a fellow Jesuit. Peter completed his theological studies in the New Kingdom of Granada, in 
the part now known as Colombia. At that time, slaves were brought in from Angola and Congo to work in the 
mines. Moved by the harsh treatment of the slaves, Peter met them at the port of Cartagena, where he fed, washed, 
and gave them medicine. At other times, he traveled among the plantations to minister to them.  

The slave trade continued despite the continual condemnation of slavery by the popes and so did Peter’s work. 
Over forty years of ministry, he catechized and baptized over three hundred thousand slaves, hearing over five 
thousand confessions per year. He preached in the city squares and slept in slave quarters when he traveled. Because 
of his words and deeds, the situation for slaves gradually improved and he became known as the Apostle of 
Cartagena. 

Peter himself was neglected during the last years of his life by the ex-slave assigned to care for him, and Peter 
accepted this as punishment for his sins. The reward of his labors remained in heaven. It is estimated that there are 
between twenty and forty million slaves in the world today, doing the work that slaves have always done. May the 
man who signed his final profession as a Jesuit as “Peter Claver, servant of the Ethiopians forever” continue to pray 
and intercede for these slaves and for us, slaves to sin where we have not yet found our freedom as friends of 
Christ. Amen. 

 
 

VENERABLE AUGUSTUS TOLTON 

Augustus Tolton was born into slavery in Missouri in 1854 and died forty-three years later in Chicago as a 
celebrated Catholic priest. Known as “Good Father Gus” for his eloquent sermons, singing voice, and gracious 
bearing and celebrated by the Church hierarchy and prominent white Catholics later in life, every American 
seminary to which he had applied rejected him when he was young. With the encouragement of an Irish immigrant 
priest, Fr. Peter McGirr, he attended St. Francis College in Quincy, Illinois and the Pontifical Urbaniana University 
in Rome (where American seminarians took their theology courses at the time, presently next door to the Pontifical 
North American College on the Janiculum Hill). He was ordained in Rome at age thirty-one and celebrated his first 
Mass at Saint Peter’s Basilica. Fluent in Italian, German, Greek, and Latin, he expected to serve in the African 
missions and was sent, instead, back to America, to proclaim the Gospel among those who had first rejected the 
idea of a black priest.  

Good Father Gus’ first attempts to organize a black parish met with resistance from white Catholics and black 
Protestants, but he was finally successful at St. Monica’s Catholic Church in Chicago. Among others, Katherine 
Drexel helped finance the parish and many whites were drawn to his preaching. He had much success in raising 
money for the parish among Irish immigrants, who had also long been treated like second-class citizens. 

Fr. Tolton, the first black man ordained to the priesthood in the United States, preached at the Colored Catholic 
Congress and participated in the centenary celebrations of the establishment of the first U.S. diocese, Baltimore, in 
1889. He had become something of a national celebrity and yet remained close to his Chicago congregation. He 
died after the onset of a sudden illness, possibly heatstroke, at age 43. 

His current title of “Venerable” means that the Holy Father has recognized his heroic virtue, which Pope 
Francis did in June 2019. The next step would be beatification, which requires proof of a miracle. We should pray 
to Good Father Gus for such a miracle, so that, through the miracle, our Lord Jesus may draw our eyes and hearts 
to the merits of this saint, one of our own who was born and who served in the United States. 

 



WEEKLY COLLECTION FOR NOVEMBER 7: 

Sunday, November 7: $6,424 
Building Fund: $882 
WeShare, Nov 1-7: $590 
 
Thank you to those who continue to send in their weekly 

tithe even though they are unable yet to return to Sunday Mass. 
All of us might consider using WeShare to make our donations 
online; please visit the parish website for links and information 
on how to do so. 

Sunday, Nov 21st:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the  
    Universe 

   8:30am:     Jaime Ortega Sr. & Jaime Ortega Jr. 
 10:00am:   Minerva Marrero 
 11:30am:   Antonio Gomez & Manuel Gomez  
Monday, Nov 22nd:Thirty-fourth or Last Week in Ordinary  
     Time; St. Cecilia 

9:00am:     Benson Koenig 
Tuesday, Nov 23rd:St. Clement I; St. Columban; Bl. Mi- 
     guel Agustín Pro 
 9:00am:     Francisco Vazquez  
Wednesday, Nov 24th:St. Andrew Dũng-LЗc and Com- 
      panions 
 9:00am:     Lisa Frierson ( Special Intention )  
Thursday, Nov 25th:Thanksgiving Day; St. Catherine of  
    Alexandria 
 9:00am:    Maria Irizarry  
Friday, Nov 26th:  No Saints or Special Observances  
              9:00am:   Brian Freeman ( Special Intention )  
Saturday, Nov 27th:Blessed Virgin Mary 
 9:00am:    Sybil B.Day ( Special Intention )  
 4:00pm:    Deceased Family Members of Stewart & Ida 

Wilkins  
Sunday, Nov 28th:  First Sunday of Advent; Hanukkah be- 
     gins 
   8:30am:   Pro populo  
 10:00am:   Benjamin, Letti, Benito & Vilma Morales  
 11:30am:   Alice Perez  

Saturday–Sunday, Nov 27th-Nov 28th 

 4:00pm: Stephen Perry  
 8:30am: Jennifer Wells     
 10:00am: Maria Lorenzana  
 11:30am:  Rosaura Cruz  

We pray for mutual understanding in our country and an end 
to violence. 

We pray for our front-line workers during this pandemic: our 
doctors and nurses, our police officers, EMTs, and 
firefighters, our teachers and caregivers, our grocery store 
clerks and restaurant workers, and all exposed to the risk 
of contracting Covid-19. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are living alone 
or homebound, especially Eula Burton and Maria Santiago. 

We pray for the sick members of our parish, especially Norma 
Padro. 

We pray for the members of our parish serving in the military, 
especially SFC Lamont Cleare. 

We pray for the protection of the unborn, of children, the 
sick, and the elderly. 

We pray that the peace of Christ soon fill the earth. 

OUR LORD JESUS CHIRST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE    NOVEMBER 21, 2021 

 
READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

 
Monday: Dn 1:1-6, 8-20; Dn 3:52-56; Lk 21:1-4 
Tuesday: Dn 2:31-45; Dn 3:57-61; Lk 21:5-11 
Wednesday: Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28; Dn 3:62-67;  
 Lk 21:12-19 
Thursday: Dn 6:12-28; Dn 3:68-74; Lk 21:20-28 
 Thanksgiving Day, Suggested: Sir 50:22-24;  
 Ps 145:2-11; 1 Cor 1:3-9; Lk 17:11-19 
Friday: Dn 7:2-14; Dn 3:75-81; Lk 21:29-33 
Saturday: Dn 7:15-27; Dn 3:82-87; Lk 21:34-36 
Sunday: Jer 33:14-16; Ps 25:4-5, 8-10, 14;  
 1 Thes 3:12 — 4:2; Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 

Sanctuary Lamp 
Our Lady of  Lourdes 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
Saint Michael the Archangel Church is a multi-cultural Roman Catholic 

community seeking to live the faith honestly with courage, warmth, trust, love 
and hope. We are united together in fellowship as a family. The guiding spirit 

of Christ enables us to serve the needs of others, thereby leading to peace. 


