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Parish Office Hours 

    Monday - Thursday : 
  9:30 AM to 4:30 PM 

Friday:  
9:30 AM-1:30 PM 

      Parish Staff 

Reverend Kareem R. Smith 
Administrator   

Reverend Benedict Paul, Ph.D., 
Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Thomas Tortorella 
Deacon Candido Padro 

Reverend Akram Javid 
Sunday Associates  

Brian Freeman, Parish Secretary 
Sarah Glassman, Music Director 

 
Mass Schedule 

Weekdays (Mon.-Sat.): 
9:00 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 
4:00 PM  
Sunday:  
8:30 AM 
10:00 AM 

11:30 AM (Spanish) 

Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament 

Saturday: 5:00-6:00PM 
First Fridays: 9:30-4:30PM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Every Saturday: 3:00-3:45 PM 

Baptism and Marriage 
Scheduled by appointment after 
meeting with one of the parish 
priests. Please see the parish 

website for more details. 

 
 
 
My Dear People,  
 Our summer projects are well underway, this week I received word that our new parish 
sign that will be at the intersection of Rombouts Ave. and Co-Op City Blvd is ready and will soon 
be installed! There has been much excitement surrounding our new church doors. The doors of 
the church are rather important they are often the first indicator of a welcoming community, our 
new doors say to the entire community that Saint Michael the Archangel is here and ready to 
serve all who come our way. God is knocking. He is waiting for us to open the door for Him. Are 
you letting God in when He is knocking? Perhaps you have already given your heart to Jesus, but 
maybe you have only opened the door with the security latch still secure. On the other hand, 
maybe you are peeking out the peephole. Where are you holding back? What are you not giving 
to God? What doors have you not yet opened for him? In this troubling world that we live in, it 
would be understandable if we locked every door and barricaded ourselves behind our known 
protections. As Christians now is the time that the Lord has been preparing us for, so we must 
fling wide the doors to all who seek Christ with a sincere heart, the neglected, the immigrant, the 
stranger. The abandoned and the forgotten, in other words, we must be intentional about our 
discipleship. May our new parish doors always be seen as a warm embrace of a loving parish 
community. We will have an opportunity to bless and dedicate our new doors during our parish 
feast day celebrations in September.  
 In other news, this week our wonderful parish secretary Brian informed me that he will 
be leaving his position next week. Brian has been an incredible help to me in the short time that I 
have been here. While it is sad to see Brian go, we rejoice with him as he will be taking on a 
position in his chosen field of Human Resources. Next Sunday, August 7th following the 10:00 
AM Mass we will have a social on the parish lawn weather permitting to say farewell and thank 
you to Brian.   
                    In the hope of Christ,  
                    Fr. Kareem R. Smith 
 
Mi Gente querida, 
 

Nuestros proyectos de verano están en marcha, esta semana recibí la noticia de que 
nuestro nuevo letrero parroquial que estará en la intersección de Rombouts Ave. y Co-Op City 
Blvd está listo y pronto se instalará. Ha habido mucho entusiasmo en torno a las puertas de 
nuestra nueva iglesia. .Ellas son muy importantes, a menudo son el primer indicador de una 
comunidad acogedora, nuestras nuevas puertas le dicen a toda la comunidad que San Miguel 
Arcángel está aquí y listo para servir a todos los que se cruzan en nuestro camino. Dios está 
llamando. Él está esperando que le abramos la puerta. ¿Estás dejando entrar a Dios cuando El te 
está llamando? Tal vez ya le has entregado tu corazón a Jesús, pero tal vez solo has abierto la 
puerta con el pestillo de seguridad todavía cerrado. Por otro lado, quizás estés asomándote por la 
mirilla. ¿Dónde te estás quedando? ¿Qué no le estás dando a Dios? ¿Qué puertas aún no le has 
abierto? En este mundo problemático en el que vivimos, sería comprensible si cerráramos todas 
las puertas y nos atrincheráramos detrás de nuestras protecciones conocidas, pero como cristianos 
ahora es precisamente el momento para el que el Señor nos ha estado preparando, debemos abrir 
las puertas de par en par. Que todos los que buscan a Cristo con un corazón sincero, los 
abandonados, los inmigrantes, los forasteros y los olvidados, en otras palabras debemos tener un 
propósito en nuestro discipulado. Que nuestras puertas parroquiales  siempre se vean como un 
cálido abrazo de una comunidad parroquial amorosa. Tendremos la oportunidad de bendecir y 
dedicar nuestras nuevas puertas durante las celebraciones de la fiesta parroquial en septiembre. 

En otras noticias, esta semana nuestro maravilloso secretario parroquial me informó que 
dejará su cargo en las próximas semanas. Brian ha sido una ayuda increíble para mí en el poco 
tiempo que he estado aquí. Si bien es triste ver que Brian se va, nos regocijamos con él, ya que 
asumirá un puesto en su campo elegido de Recursos Humanos. El próximo domingo 7 de agosto, 
después de la misa de las 10:00 a. m., tendremos una reunión social en el césped de la parroquia si 
el clima lo permite para despedirnos y agradecer a Brian. 

            En la esperanza de Cristo, 
                                          P. Kareem R. Smith 
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Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson 

“Christmas in July” is a particular annual event that TV Shopping channels use to push products for the sea-
son five months out.  So I am told by my sisters who are much aware of such.  A clever idea for sure, perhaps 
even calculated to provide at least some imaginary relief from the heat and humidity of the present month. 

That idea of Christmas sales led me to think of a popular movie of that season called “It’s a Wonderful 
Life.”  That 1946 classic featured a despicable character known as Mr. Potter, played with panache by the late 
Lionel Barrymore.  You most likely know him as the antagonist of Jimmy Stewart’s character George Bailey, 
the hero of the story. 

One critic of the film calls it in actuality, a “dark film.”  He writes, in part: “It’s a magical realist conceit, able to 
strike directly into the purpose of human existence and remind everyone that they’re special for who they 
are.” But he continues: “Yet we have to wade through the unrelentingly destructive forces of capitalism…the 
reminder that all people around you get to succeed while you do not…”  All well and good as analysis. 

For my purpose, I’d like to focus on Mr. Potter, who represents materialism in charge.  He is always misera-
ble, “speechifying” with a harsh and cynical voice.  You get the unavoidable impression that for all his wealth, 
Potter is not a happy person.  Joyless in the extreme. 

Our Lord could well use Mr. Potter as an example of what He meant in His always masterful stories like the 
one about the “rich man whose land produced a bountiful harvest.”  Note how Our Lord’s character goes 
past Mr. Potter by saying to himself “Rest, eat, drink, be merry.”’   But then comes God’s response, a unique 
powerful retort: “You fool!” 

I believe we have been given powerful food for thought as we have sat in our favorite comfy chair and 
watched on our large screens the beautiful faith-filled reaction of the Ukrainian people to the evil foisted on 
them by Russia.  With nothing more than the clothes on their backs and a small sack of family mementos, 
they have retained their hope and dream of victory.  They have their faith in God intact and their trust in Him 
solid.  Not based on accumulated possessions. It is the ones with the multi-million-dollar yachts who are 
trapped by a poisoned outlook that is far from a truly wonderful life.  So, today we relearn the hard lesson 
that trusting in our possessions as a source of happiness is as foolish as…well, “Christmas in July.”  Put anoth-
er way is this analogy from an anonymous source: “Riches are a golden key that opens every door, save that 
of heaven.” 

God love you and give you his peace. 

Need a walker?  
 

The parish currently has three walkers available for 
those in need. One steal rollator and two foldable 

adult walkers. Should you or someone you know be 
in need please contact the rectory office. 



WEEKLY COLLECTION FOR JULY 24, 2022: 

Sunday, July 24: $3,742 
Building Fund: $117 
WeShare, July17-23: $324 
 
Thank you for your ongoing generosity to your parish. 

Please consider using WeShare to make your donations online; 
please visit the parish website for links and information on how 
to do so. 

Sunday, July 31st:Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 8:30am:   Victoria Cordero & Reinaldo Ramos  
             10:00am:   Nellie Dumeng 
             11:30am:   Luis Roldan  
Monday, August 1st:St. Alphonsus Liguori 
               9:00am:   Dolores Mitchell 
Tuesday, August 2nd:St. Eusebius of Vercelli; St. Peter  
      Julian Eymard 
 9:00am:  Father Evans Juke (Special Intention)  
Wednesday, August 3rd:Ordinary Time Weekly  
            9:00am:    Evelyn O’Neill (Special Intention)  
Thursday, August 4th:St. John Vianney  
               9:00am:  Javier Acosta  
Friday, August 5th:Dedication of the Basilica of St. Mary  
  Major; First Friday 
               9:00am: Maria & Jose Delgado  
Saturday, August 6th:TheTransfiguration of the Lord; First 
      Saturday         
               9:00am: Iris Rodriguez 
 4:00pm: Andres Romero  
Sunday, August 7th:Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
               8:30am:  Pro Populo  
             10:00am: Thanksgiving for the Rosefort & Stephen 
               Family  
             11:30am: Casimiro Valdes  

Saturday–Sunday, August 6th– August 7th 

 
   4:00pm: Adelina Martinez 
   8:30am: Antonio Baptiste 
 10:00am: Michelle Tapper  
 11:30am: Iris Ortega  

We pray for mutual understanding in our country and an end 
to violence. 

We pray for our front-line workers during this pandemic: our 
doctors and nurses, our police officers, EMTs, and 
firefighters, our teachers and caregivers, our grocery store 
clerks and restaurant workers, and all exposed to the risk 
of contracting Covid-19. 

We pray for the members of our parish who are living alone 
or homebound, especially Eula Burton and Maria Santiago. 

We pray for the sick members of our parish, especially Norma 
Padro and Julia Lopez.  

We pray for the members of our parish serving in the military, 
especially SFC Lamont Cleare. 

We pray for the protection of the unborn, of children, the 
sick, and the elderly. 

We pray that the peace of Christ soon fill the earth. 

EIGTHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                        JULY 31, 2022 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 
Monday: Jer 28:1-17; Ps 119:29, 43, 79, 80, 95, 102;  
 Mt 14:13-21 
Tuesday: Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22; Ps 102:16-21, 29,  
 22-23; Mt 14:22-36 or Mt 15:1-2, 10-14 
Wednesday: Jer 31:1-7; Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13;  
 Mt 15:21-28 
Thursday: Jer 31:31-34; Ps 51:12-15, 18-19; Mt 16:13-23 
Friday: Na 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7; Dt 32:35cd-36ab,  
 39abcd, 41; Mt 16:24-28 
Saturday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9;  
 2 Pt 1:16-19; Lk 9:28b-36 
Sunday: Wis 18:6-9; Ps 33:1, 12, 18-22;  
 Hb 11:1-2, 8-19 [1-2, 8-12];  
 Lk 12:32-48 [35-40] 

Sanctuary Lamp 
The Living Members of  

the Chatelain Family  

 
PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

Saint Michael the Archangel Church is a multi-cultural Roman Catholic 
community seeking to live the faith honestly with courage, warmth, trust, love 
and hope. We are united together in fellowship as a family. The guiding spirit 

of Christ enables us to serve the needs of others, thereby leading to peace. 


