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By Stacey Daly
Correspondent

KENDALL PARK — Girl power plus 
great education has equaled a win-
ning combination for St. Augustine of 
Canterbury School classmates Alyssa 
Olegario and Gisel Calullo.

The middle school collaborators 
are the winners of the Workspace Cat-
egory Contest recently hosted by Work 
Design Magazine. Despite being the 
youngest entrants, their ingenuity has 
carried them to top honors amongst 
tough competition from design firms 
and individuals of all ages.

“My dad found this contest on 
LinkedIn and showed it to me,” ex-
plained Alyssa. “When I read about the 
contest, I was immediately fascinated 
and I wanted to enter. That's when I 
asked Gisel to join me. We were really 
excited to work on this together.”

For these girls, who have been 
friends since they were 5 years old, 
entering the contest provided an oppor-
tunity to learn as well as a way to use 
the knowledge, skills and confidence 
they have gained each day at St. Au-
gustine’s. 

“One of the things I love most 
about St. A’s is the school’s dedication 
to making sure its students are ‘life-
long learners’ as our principal, Sister 
Mary Louise, often says,” noted Gisel. 
“For St. A’s students, learning doesn’t 

just happen in the classroom. Many of 
us are involved with sports and clubs 
in and outside of school. Many of us 
compete in Odyssey of the Mind, Rube 

Goldberg…St. A’s really encourages 
this ‘beyond the classroom’ learning 
and is so supportive every step of the 
way.”

As the girls set off brainstorming, 
they developed many creative ideas  
they bounced off each other to ensure 
they maintained focus 
and met their joint vi-
sion for the workspace. 
The most practical and 
effective ideas were 
those they chose to 
incorporate.

Then, working in 
a manner of true col-
laboration and profes-
sionalism which could 
be held as an example 
for many adults well 
beyond their years, 
the students devised 
a plan with tasks and 
a schedule allowing 
them to evenly divide 
work. Tasks were as-
signed based on their 
individual strengths 
and interests. 

“We met several times [remotely] 
to talk about our ideas, which allowed 
us to have more time in the end to put 
together our final submission and make 
sure it met what our original vision was 
for the space,” noted Alyssa. She added 
that her education definitely helped 
with planning. “I feel that the teachers 
have prepared us to handle projects. I 
have learned to improve my time man-
agement and organization skills.”

Their submission for the “new 
workplace” included cubicles with 
fabric walls sprayed with a Microban 
solution to minimize germs, a dry erase 
wall and a personal sanitizing station. 
Automatic doors would be installed 
throughout the building. Single bath-
rooms with motion-sensor faucets and 
hand sanitizer dispensers located at the 
door were also incorporated. Reception 
areas were designed with limited seat-
ing. While conference rooms were also 
designed with limited seating, cubicles 
would be outfitted with intercom sys-
tems to allow employees to remotely 
join meetings. 

In addition, ultraviolet light panels 
would be utilized in cubicles to sanitize 
the area and in the HVAC system to aid 
HEPA filtration. Monitors would be au-
tomated to move in and out of cabinets 
for cleaning and storage. Employees 
would simply need to clean their own 
keyboards.

“I was already so happy when I 
found out that we were finalists,” Gisel 
said. “When I found out that we actu-
ally won the contest and that we were 
the youngest team, I was ecstatic. The 
win was all the more sweeter because I 
won with my friend Alyssa. I am really 
grateful to her for sharing the opportu-
nity with me.”

When asked to submit a photo of 
themselves to the magazine, the girls 
chose to be photographed in their St. Au-
gustine uniforms. While the win in itself 
was wonderful, yet not surprising news 
for school principal Sister Mary Louise, 

a member of the Reli-
gious Teachers Filippini 
community, knowing 
the girls had chosen to 
represent St. Augustine 
made it very special. 

“These young la-
dies are so talented,” 
said Sister Mary Louise. 
“Their work in science, 
technology and math is 
always outstanding and 
very creative. They are 
21st century outside-
the-box thinkers and 
doers.” 

According to 
Sister Mary Louise, 
creativity is part of St. 
Augustine’s mission 
statement and is one of 
the qualities they strive 

to develop in students. With inspiring 
teachers, thought provoking programs 
and impressive maker-spaces, develop-
ment of creative minds is carried out 
from the youngest to the oldest starting 
in Pre-K. Alyssa and Gisel are prime 
examples of the success of this mission.

“Needless to say, we are very proud 
of these young women,” stated Sister 
Mary Louise. “They are young leaders 
of tomorrow.”

Alyssa Olegario, left, and Gisel Calullo, seventh-graders at St. Augustine of Canterbury 
School, Kendall Park, pose for a photo. The classmates, who have been friends since 
they were five-years-old, collaborated to win a Workspace Category Contest hosted by 
Work Design Magazine. Their design included conference rooms with limited seating 
and cubicles with intercom systems to allow employees to remotely join meetings.

 —photo courtesy of St. Augustine of Canterbury School 

“We met several 
times [remotely] to 

talk about our ideas, 
which allowed us 
to have more time 
in the end to put 
together our final 

submission and make 
sure it met what our 

original vision was for 
the space.
 —Alyssa Olegario

Parochial school students earn top prize in design competition

Second-graders at St. Helena School, Edison, are not letting travel restric-
tions stop them from trips across the world. In December, they plan to take 
virtual visits to different countries and learn about how people there spend 
the holidays. The students created suitcases to take home souvenirs from the 
places they visit. Some even came to class with masks on to stay safe from the 
coronavirus during their travels. 

 — photo courtesy of St. Helena School

World Travelers


