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Christmas at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton  
Catholic Church 

 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve: Friday, December 24 
4:00 pm: Christmas Vigil Mass  

(Children bring a gift to the crib) 
7:00 pm: Christmas Vigil Mass 
11:00 pm: Lessons and Carols 

12:00: Midnight Mass 
 

Christmas Day: Saturday, December 25 
Masses at 8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 Noon  

& 5:00 pm (Spanish) 

Masses 
Monday - Friday  
7 am and 8:30 am 
Saturday 8:30 am  

and 4 pm Vigil 
 

Sunday  
8, & 10 am  

and 12 noon. 
 

St. Stephen  
6 pm Saturdays 
5 pm Sundays 

 
Spanish Mass  
Sunday 5 pm. 

 
Portuguese Mass:  

First and third  
Saturdays at 6 pm 

 
Office Hours 

Monday  -  Friday 
9:00- 4:00 pm 

 
Church is open 7-4pm 

 
Sacrament of  

Reconciliation 
Saturday- 2:45-3:45pm 

Sunday-30 minutes  
before Mass  

& by appointment   

Website: http://seaspcfl.org/ 
 
 Church, Rectory Office, 
 School & Ministry Center 
 4600 Belle Terre Pkwy. Palm Coast, FL 
32164 
 Phone: (386) 445-2246 • Fax: (386) 445-7808 
 School: (386) 445-2411 
 Emergency Phone: (386) 283-3420 
 (after hours  ONLY) 

Mission Chapel 
St. Stephen’s Chapel 
2400 E. Highway 100, Bunnell, FL 32110 
 
Church Hours 
7:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Monday – Friday 
 
Rectory Office & Ministry Center 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday – Friday 

Holidays  

mailto:frknight@seaspcfl.org
mailto:frrob@seaspcfl.org
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Supreme Gift from God 
From the Desk of Fr. Jose, December 25, 2021 

The parents of Nicholas were wealthy as well as kind 
and generous. Their kindness and generosity began to 
be reflected in Nicholas ever since he was very young. 
There was a plague in his village of Demre on the Medi-
terranean coast of Turkey. As a result, both his parents 
died before reaching a ripe old age. Nicholas was crest-
fallen when his parents passed away unexpectedly. 
However, he never lost his faith in God. On the contrary, 
he turned to God more and more for solace and sup-
port.  
 
In his village lived a man with his three grownup 
daughters. Though belonging to an aristocratic family, 
he had fallen on hard times. No matter how hard he 
tried, he could never find a job that 
would meet his family's needs. Very of-
ten, they were starving. One day the girls 
approached their father and said, "We 
will also go in search of jobs. If we cannot 
find any jobs, we will go for begging."  
 
Not knowing what to do, he said to them 
with his eyes welling up, "Please wait to 
make a decision. Today let us pray to God 
earnestly. He will surely show us a way." 
While they were conversing like this, 
Nicholas happened to overhear their con-
versation as their house was on the roadside. Immedi-
ately he felt the urge to help them. But he didn't want to 
barge in and offer them help as he thought it would be 
embarrassing to them. Hence he returned home and fell 
on his knees, asking God to show him a way to help 
them. 
 
Immediately, it dawned on him that he could help them 
by secretly dropping a gold bar at their home. He had 
three gold bars which he had inherited from his parents. 
Taking a gold bar, he went back and quietly dropped it 
inside the house through a window while the man and 
his daughters were praying. When they got up after the 
prayer, the man immediately noticed the gold bar and 
said, "God has heard our prayers. He has given us a gold 
bar. Thanks be to God." 
 
The following day the man sold the gold bar and got a 
good amount of money. While he used a portion of it for 
food, he used most of it to give away his first daughter 
in marriage. When Nicholas found out how his gift 
could make a family so happy, he decided to give secret-
ly another one of his gold bars to the same family. The 
man was ecstatic when he got the second gold bar. 
Thanking God, he used the money to arrange the mar-
riage of his second daughter.  
 
When Nicholas saw what happened, he decided to gift 
his third gold bar to the same family. However, this time 
the man saw Nicholas dropping the gold bar. Nicholas 
begged him to keep everything secret which he did. 
Once again, the man used the gold bar to get his third 
daughter married. It was this Nicholas who became the 
bishop of Myra and was later canonized as St. Nicholas. 
His gift-giving habit made him a symbol of Christmas, 
and now he is popularly known as Santa Claus world-
wide.  
 

God saved the world by sending his Son Jesus, and it 
was an immense gift of himself to the world. Since Santa 
Claus saved a man and his three daughters by donating 
his gold bars, he became a symbol of the self-giving of 
God. That is why Santa Claus gets so much attention 
and publicity during Christmas. 
 
The generosity and kindness of St. Nicholas really de-
serve our praise. Nevertheless, they are nothing com-
pared to the generosity and kindness of God, who sent 
his Son Jesus for the salvation of mankind. Yet, the story 
of Nicholas strikes a chord with us as it reminds us of 
the great gift we have received from God on Christmas 
day, which is Jesus himself. 

 
It was because the man in the above 
story was willing to accept the gift of 
St. Nicholas that he succeeded in mak-
ing his life and the life of his family 
happy and peaceful. In the same way, 
it is only when we accept Jesus, who is 
the supreme gift of God, into our lives 
that we too will find real happiness 
and peace in our lives.  
 
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem, 
angels appeared in the skies and sang, 

"Glory to God in the highest and peace on earth with 
those whom He is pleased" (Luke 2:14). When we re-
ceive Jesus, who is the gift of God, into our hearts, God 
will become pleased with us, and the presence of Jesus 
in our hearts will bring us immeasurable joy and peace. 
Merry Christmas, everyone.    

 
Funny Stories 
Meeting Santa Claus: My husband took our 
two sons, six-year-old Devin and four-year-
old Chase, to a party where Santa would be 
handing out gifts. The instructions from the 

organizers were to bring our own gifts, so I brought 
beach towels with the kids’ names printed on them. Up-
on arriving, Devin said he couldn’t believe the skinny 
Santa was actually Santa. His doubt turned to belief 
when he opened his gift. “He has to be the real Santa!” 
he said. “How else would he know my name?” —
Paulette Ryan, Fredericton, N.B. 
 
Traffic jam in the sky: On a flight to Mexico for Christ-
mas vacation, I watched my four-year-old son, Max, 
stare intently out the airplane window. We had just tak-
en off and were passing through some big white clouds. 
Max looked concerned and I wondered what he might 
be thinking about. Suddenly his eyes lit up and a big 
smile came across his face. He announced loudly, 
“Mom! I know why we’re not getting anywhere—we’re 
stuck in all this snow!” —Kara Wilson, Calgary, Alberta 
 
Sign posted in a French church: "It is possible that on 
entering this church, you may hear the call of God. On 
the other hand, it is not likely that He will contact you 
by phone. Thank you for turning off your cell-phone. If 
you would like to talk to God, come in, choose a quiet 
place, and talk to Him. If you would like to see Him, 
send him a text while driving." ‒ via Bob White Owego, 
NY  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkey
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Regalo Supremo de Dios 
Los padres de Nicholas eran ricos, además de amables y 
generosos. Su amabilidad y generosidad comenzaron a 
reflejarse en Nicholas desde que era muy pequeño. 
Hubo una plaga en su pueblo de Demre en la costa med-
iterránea de Turquía. Como resultado, ambos padres 
murieron antes de llegar a una edad avanzada. Nicholas 
se sintió abatido cuando sus padres fallecieron 
inesperadamente. Sin embargo, nunca perdió su fe en 
Dios. Por el contrario, se volvió cada vez más a Dios en 
busca de consuelo y apoyo. 
  
En su aldea vivía un hombre con sus tres hijas mayores. 
Aunque pertenecía a una familia aristocrática, había 
atravesado tiempos difíciles. No importa cuánto se 
esforzó, nunca pudo encontrar un trabajo que cubriera 
las necesidades de su familia. Muy a menudo, se morían 
de hambre. Un día las niñas se acercaron a su padre y le 
dijeron: "También iremos en busca de trabajo. Si no po-
demos encontrar trabajo, iremos a mendigar". 
  
Sin saber qué hacer, les dijo con los ojos llenos de lágri-
mas: "Por favor, esperen para tomar una decisión. 
Oremos hoy a Dios con fervor. Él seguramente nos 
mostrará el camino". Mientras conversaban así, Nicholas 
escuchó su conversación cuando su casa estaba al lado 
de la carretera. Inmediatamente sintió la necesidad de 
ayudarlos. Pero no quería interumpir y ofrecerles ayuda 
porque pensaba que sería vergonzoso para ellos. Por eso 
regresó a casa y cayó de rodillas, pidiendo a Dios que le 
mostrara una forma de ayudarlos. 
  
Inmediatamente, se dio cuenta de que podía ayudarlos 
dejando caer secretamente una barra de oro en su casa. 
Tenía tres barras de oro que había heredado de sus pa-
dres. Tomando una barra de oro, regresó y la dejó caer 
silenciosamente dentro de la casa a través de una ven-
tana mientras el hombre y sus hijas estaban orando. Cu-
ando se levantaron después de la oración, el hombre 
notó inmediatamente la barra de oro y dijo: "Dios ha es-
cuchado nuestras oraciones. Nos ha dado una barra de 
oro. Gracias a Dios". 
  
Al día siguiente, el hombre vendió la barra de oro y ob-
tuvo una buena cantidad de dinero. Si bien usó una 
parte para comer, usó la mayor parte para regalar a su 
primera hija en matrimonio. Cuando Nicholas descubrió 
cómo su regalo podía hacer tan feliz a una familia, de-
cidió regalar en secreto otro de sus barras de oro a la 
misma familia. El hombre estaba extasiado cuando reci-
bió la segunda barra de oro. Agradeciendo a Dios, usó el 
dinero para arreglar el matrimonio de su segunda hija. 
  
Cuando Nicholas vio lo que sucedió, decidió regalar su 
tercer barra de oro a la misma familia. Sin embargo, esta 
vez el hombre vio a Nicholas soltando la barra de oro. 
Nicholas le rogó que mantuviera todo en secreto lo que 
hacía. Una vez más, el hombre usó la barra de oro para 
casar a su tercera hija. Fue este Nicolás quien se convir-
tió en Obispo de Myra y luego fue canonizado como San 
Nicolás. Su hábito de regalar lo convirtió en un símbolo 
de la Navidad, y ahora es conocido popularmente como 
Papá Noel (Santa Claus) en todo el mundo. 
 
Dios salvó al mundo al enviar a su Hijo Jesús, y fue un 

inmenso regalo de sí mismo al mundo. Desde que Santa 
Claus salvó a un hombre y a sus tres hijas al donar sus 
barras de oro, se convirtió en un símbolo de la entrega 
de Dios. Es por eso que Santa Claus recibe tanta atención 
y publicidad durante la Navidad. 
  
La generosidad y amabilidad de San Nicolás realmente 
merecen nuestro elogio. Sin embargo, no son nada com-
parados con la generosidad y la bondad de Dios, que 
envió a su Hijo Jesús para la salvación de la humanidad. 
Sin embargo, la historia de Nicolás nos toca la fibra sen-
sible, ya que nos recuerda el gran regalo que recibimos 
de Dios el día de Navidad, que es el mismo Jesús. 
  
Fue porque el hombre en la historia anterior estaba dis-
puesto a aceptar el regalo de San Nicolás que logró hacer 
su vida y la de su familia feliz y pacífica. De la misma 
manera, solo cuando aceptamos a Jesús, que es el don 
supremo de Dios, en nuestras vidas, también nosotros 
encontraremos verdadera felicidad y paz en nuestras 
vidas. 
  
Cuando Jesús nació en Belén, los ángeles aparecieron en 
los cielos y cantaron: "Gloria a Dios en las alturas y paz 
en la tierra con aquellos a quienes Él se agrada" (Lucas 
2:14). Cuando recibamos a Jesús, que es el regalo de Di-
os, en nuestro corazón, Dios se agradará de nosotros, y 
la presencia de Jesús en nuestro corazón nos traerá un 
gozo y una paz inconmensurables. Feliz Navidad a to-
dos 
 

Cuentos Chistosos  
 
Conociendo a Papá Noel: Mi esposo llevó a 

nuestros dos hijos, Devin de seis años y Chase de cuatro, 
a una fiesta donde Papá Noel repartiría regalos. Las in-
strucciones de los organizadores eran traer nuestros pro-
pios regalos, así que traje toallas de playa con los nom-
bres de los niños impresos en ellas. Al llegar, Devin dijo 
que no podía creer que ese flaco Santa  Claus fuera en 
realidad Santa Claus. Su duda se convirtió en creencia 
cuando abrió su regalo. "¡Tiene que ser el verdadero San-
ta!" él dijo. "¿De qué otra manera sabría mi nombre?" —
Paulette Ryan, Fredericton, N.B. 
  
Atasco de Tráfico en el Cielo: en un vuelo a México pa-
ra las vacaciones de Navidad, vi a Max, mi hijo de cuatro 
años, mirar fijamente por la ventana del avión. Aca-
bábamos de despegar y estábamos atravesando unas 
grandes nubes blancas. Max parecía preocupado y me 
pregunté en qué estaría pensando. De repente, sus ojos 
se iluminaron y una gran sonrisa apareció en su rostro. 
Anunció en voz alta: “¡Mamá! Sé por qué no llegamos a 
ninguna parte: ¡estamos atrapados en toda esta nieve! " 
—Kara Wilson, Calgary, Alberta 
  
Cartel En Una Iglesia Francesa: "Es posible que al en-
trar en esta iglesia, escuche el llamado de Dios. Por otro 
lado, no es probable que Él se comunique con usted por 
teléfono. Gracias por apagar su teléfono celular". . Si 
desea hablar con Dios, entre, elija un lugar tranquilo y 
hable con Él. Si desea verlo, envíele un mensaje de texto 
mientras conduce ". - a través de Bob White Owego, NY 

Desde el Escritorio del Pastor, Padre. Jose  
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O Supremo Presente de Deus 
Os pais de Nicolau eram ricos, e também gentis e 
generosos. A sua bondade e generosidade começaram a 
ser influenciadas em Nicolau desde que ele era muito 
jovem. Havia uma epidemia na sua aldeia de Demre, na 
costa mediterrânea da Turquia. Assim, ambos os pais 
morreram ainda jovens. Nicolau ficou deprimido 
quando os seus pais faleceram inesperadamente. No 
entanto, ele nunca perdeu a sua fé em Deus. Pelo 
contrário, recorreu a Deus cada vez mais para consolo e 
apoio. 
 
Na sua aldeia vivia um homem com três filhas adultas. 
Apesar de pertencer a uma família aristocrática, ele 
passou por momentos difíceis. Não importava o quanto 
ele tentava, ele não conseguia encontrar um emprego 
com salário que chegasse para as  necessidades da sua 
família. Muitas vezes passavam fome. Um dia, as 
meninas  aproximaram-se do pai e disseram: "Também 
vamos em busca de emprego. Se não encontrarmos 
nenhum emprego, vamos mendigar."       
 
Sem saber o que fazer, ele pediu-lhes a chorar: "Por 
favor, esperem para tomar uma decisão. Hoje vamos 
orar a Deus com sinceridade. Ele certamente vai nos 
mostrar uma maneira. Enquanto conversavam, Nicolau 
ouviu a conversa pois a sua casa situava-se perto da 
estrada. Imediatamente, sentiu vontade de os ajudar. 
Mas ele não queria entrar e oferecer-lhes ajuda, pois ele 
sentiu que seria embaraçoso para eles. Então voltou para 
casa e ajoelhou-se, pedindo a Deus para lhe mostrar uma 
maneira de os ajudar. 
 
Ele percebeu que poderia ajudá-los, atirando 
secretamente uma barra de ouro para a casa deles. Ele 
tinha três barras de ouro que herdou dos seus pais. 
Pegando numa barra de ouro, deixou-a cair devagar 
dentro da casa através de uma janela enquanto o homem 
e suas filhas estavam rezando. Quando eles se 
levantaram após a oração, o homem notou a barra de 
ouro e disse: "Deus ouviu as nossas preces. Ele deu-nos 
uma barra de ouro. Graças a Deus."      
 
No dia seguinte, o homem vendeu a barra de ouro e 
recebeu uma boa quantia de dinheiro. Enquanto usava 
uma porção dela para comida, ele usou a maior parte 
para doar a sua primeira filha em casamento. Quando 
Nicolau descobriu como o seu presente fez uma família 
tão feliz, decidiu dar secretamente outra das suas barras 
de ouro para a mesma família. O homem ficou em êxtase 
quando encontrou a segunda barra de ouro. Graças a 
Deus, e usou o dinheiro para organizar o casamento da 
sua segunda filha. 
 
Quando Nicolau viu o que aconteceu, decidiu-se a 
presentear a sua terceira barra de ouro para a mesma 
família. No entanto, desta vez o homem viu Nicolau 
largando a barra de ouro na sua casa. Nicolau implorou-
lhe para manter tudo em segredo, e ele assim fez. Mais 
uma vez, o homem usou a barra de ouro para casar a sua 
terceira filha. Foi este Nicolau que se tornou bispo de 
Myra e mais tarde foi canonizado como São Nicolau. O 
seu hábito de presentear fez dele um símbolo do Natal, e 
agora ele é popularmente conhecido como Pai Natal em 
todo o mundo.       

Deus salvou o mundo enviando o seu filho Jesus, sendo 
um imenso presente de si mesmo, para o mundo. Já que 
o Pai Natal salvou um homem e as suas três filhas 
doando as suas barras de ouro, ele tornou-se um símbolo 
da auto-doação de Deus. É por isso que o Pai Natal 
recebe tanta atenção e publicidade durante o Natal. 
 
A generosidade e bondade de São Nicolau realmente 
merecem o nosso louvor. No entanto, não são nada 
comparados com a generosidade e bondade de Deus, 
que enviou o seu Filho Jesus para a salvação da 
humanidade. No entanto, a história de Nicolau bate-nos 
no coração, pois lembra-nos do grande presente que 
recebemos de Deus no dia de Natal, que é o próprio 
Jesus.     Foi porque o homem da história indicada acima, 
estava disposto a aceitar o dom de São Nicolau e assim 
ele conseguiu fazer a sua vida e a vida da sua família 
felizes e pacíficas. Da mesma forma, é só quando 
aceitamos Jesus, que é o dom supremo de Deus, em 
nossas vidas que também encontraremos verdadeira 
felicidade e paz nas nossas vidas. 
 
Quando Jesus nasceu em Belém, anjos apareceram nos 
céus e cantaram: "Glória a Deus nas alturas e paz na 
terra a todos que O satisfazem" (Lucas 2:14). Quando 
recebermos Jesus, que é o dom de Deus, em nossos 
corações, Deus ficará satisfeito connosco, e a presença de 
Jesus nos nossos corações nos trará alegria e paz 
imensuráveis. Feliz Natal para todos. 

 
Anedotas 
Conhecendo o Pai Natal: O meu marido levou os 
nossos dois filhos, Devin de seis anos e Chase de 

quatro anos, para uma festa onde o Pai Natal estaria 
distribuindo presentes. As instruções dos organizadores 
eram, trazer os nossos próprios presentes.  Então eu 
trouxe toalhas de praia com os nomes das crianças. Ao 
chegar, Devin disse que não podia acreditar que aquele 
Pai Natal tão magrinho era o verdadeiro Pai Natal. Essa 
dúvida transformou-se em crença quando ele abriu o seu 
presente. "Ele tem que ser o verdadeiro Pai Natal!", disse 
ele. "Doutra maneira como é que ele saberia o meu 
nome?" — Paulette Ryan, Fredericton, N.B.    
 
Engarrafamento de tráfico no céu: Num voo para o 
México para as férias de Natal, vi o meu filho de quatro 
anos, Max, olhar atentamente pela janela do avião. 
Tínhamos acabado de levantar voo e estávamos 
passando por grandes nuvens brancas. Max parecia 
preocupado e eu perguntei a mim mesma o que ele 
poderia estar a pensar. De repente, os seus olhos se 
arregalaram e com um grande sorriso no seu rosto, ele 
disse em voz alta: "Mãe! Eu sei por que não estamos a 
andar - estamos num engarrafamento de tráfico com 
toda esta neve!" - Kara Wilson, Calgary, Alberta 
 
Placa numa igreja francesa: "É possível que ao entrar 
nesta igreja, você vá ouvir a chamada de Deus. No 
entanto, Ele não vai contactar com você por telefone. 
Obrigado por desligar o seu celular. Se quiser falar com 
Deus, entre, escolha um lugar tranquilo e fale com Ele. 
Se você quiser vê-Lo, envie-lhe uma mensagem de texto 
enquanto conduz o seu carro." 2012 via Bob White Owego, 
NY 

Da secretária do Padre Jose 
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5. We Hunger for Meaning and Purpose in Our 
Lives 
 
We all want answers to why we are here and what we 
were made for. The Catholic Church has the answer. 
God made us to know, love, and serve Him in this 
world, so we can be with Him forever in heaven. The 
Catholic Church helps us to fulfill this purpose that 
God has for all of us. And when we live out God’s will 
for us, we find extreme joy and peace in life. 
 
4. We Need God’s Forgiveness and Healing for Our 
Failings and God’s Mercy to Help Us Become Better 
People 
 
Perhaps you’ve been 
carrying around deep 
spiritual wounds or 
painful sins that have 
burdened you for 
years. The Catholic 
Church gives us a way 
to bring our faults, 
failings, and hurts 
before God in the 
Sacrament of 
Confession, so He can 
take the yoke off our 
shoulders and bring us 
healing and peace, 
giving us a “new start” 
every time we need it. 
 
3. Our Families 
Need to Be Built on A Strong Foundation of Faith 
and We Need to Live in Community with Others 
 
You may have heard the phrase “a family that prays 
together stays together.” It is true! Many studies—and 
experience—have shown that families who live out 
their faith together are stronger and happier. If you 
want to give your children the greatest treasure in the 
world, give them the gift of faith. The Church also 
provides us with a community of faith-filled friends in 
which we can find support and strength for our life’s 
journey. 
 
2. Catholic Church has the Sacraments -- And We 
Especially Long for the Eucharist 
 
It is in the Catholic Church that you experience the 
fullness of the seven sacraments, which Christ bestows 
on His Church to help fill us with grace to draw us 

closer to God. As Catholics, we have the ultimate  
privilege of receiving Christ in the most personal way  
possible—in the Holy Eucharist. Countless Catholics  
have returned to or entered the Church because of their 
longing for Jesus in the Eucharist. He longs to feed us 
with Himself! 
 
1. Catholicism is True 
 
The only really good reason to believe something is 
because it is true, and Catholicism is true! The Catholic 
Church is the one Church established by Christ 2,000 
years ago (Matt 16:18). It is the Church to which God 
calls all of His universal family to belong. The Catholic 

Church offers us 
deep union with 
Christ through the 
Scripture, 
Sacraments, 
prayer, and 
community. 
If you’ve been 
away from the 
Church, you are 
invited to come 
home! What are 
you waiting for? 
God is calling you 
to be a part of His 
universal family. 
We are Catholic. 
Welcome home. 
 
There is an old 

saying that goes, “Once a Catholic, always a Catholic.” 
May be you have been away from the Church for a little 
while or quite some time, but now you feel a tug at 
your heart calling you back to the Catholic Church. 
Listen to that tug. It is your heavenly Father reaching 
his arms out to you, the Holy Spirit whispering in your 
ear, hoping to draw you home. 
We hope you accept this as your invitation to 
rediscover the truth, wonder and mystery of the 
Catholic Faith. As your brothers and sisters in our 
worldwide Catholic Family, we want you back. We’ve 
missed you, and our Church is not the same without 
you. Regardless of why you left or got out of the habit 
of going to Mass, you can always come home and 
return to the practice of the sacraments and the fullness 
of relationship with Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Savior, and the Church he founded. We are Catholic. 
Welcome Home! 
https://www.catholicscomehome.org/5-reasons-to-
come-home/ 

Once A Catholic, Always A Catholic: Experience 
Love and Acceptance by Coming Home to  

Catholic Church 

Come Home! 

https://www.catholicscomehome.org/5-reasons-to-come-home/
https://www.catholicscomehome.org/5-reasons-to-come-home/


Allow Our Savior to Be Reborn in Our Lives 

Christmas Readings Explained 
Fr. Tony Kadavil 
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Christmas Vigil Mass Readings:   
             Isaiah 62:1-5, Acts 13:16-17, 22-25, Mathew 1:1-25 / 18-25 

Introduction 
The Scripture lessons for today focus on the first 
Christmas. In the first reading, Isaiah shows us the 
vindication of Israel by the Lord God. This vindication 
has found its fulfillment for all of us in the coming of 
Jesus as our Savior. In the second reading, St. Paul 
recounts the history of God’s mercy to Israel, His 
chosen people. That mercy has culminated in the birth 
of Jesus, the Messiah for whom the Jews have been 
waiting for centuries. The Gospel provides the 
genealogy of Jesus, tracing his descent from David, and 
recounts the story of his 
birth in Bethlehem as 
our Savior.  
   
First Reading, Isaiah: 
62: 1-5 
After their exile in 
Babylon, the Jews 
returned to Judah where 
they had a difficult time 
restoring their old 
institutions, their 
economy, their capital 
Jerusalem and their 
Temple on Mount Zion. 
They were quite 
discouraged when the 
prophet Isaiah received 
this prophecy from God 
to restore their 
fallen spirits (Chapters 56-66.)   Just as we look forward 
to the celebration of the birth of the Messiah, so Isaiah 
looked forward to God’s breaking the silence of many 
years. In today’s text, Isaiah uses imagery describing 
the conversion of Israel from gloom to joy. Isaiah 
compares the dispirited Jewish people to a woman who 
had thought she would never marry. But she suddenly 
has found a suitor! It’s Israel, the land of the Jews that 
the Lord proposes to marry, and, by extension, to make 
fertile. The prophet's goal has been to inspire the 
hopeless people to plant crops and thus allow Him to 
make their desolate land fertile.   Now, he says, Israel 
will be able to hold up her head again among the other 
nations, who will see her vindication.   
Second Reading, Acts 13:16-17, 22-25 
This reading is taken from the account of Paul’s first 
missionary journey, a journey which began in Syria and 
which took him to Antioch in Pisidia.  This is the first of 

the several speeches of St. Paul in which he tells   the 
Jews that the Christian Church is the logical 
development of Judaism.  When St. Paul delivered this 
speech, the Jews had 1800 years of history behind them. 
Paul takes advantage of their knowledge to show that 
the coming of Jesus was the fulfillment of all history. 

Gospel Reading:  The genealogy of Jesus: 
Mathew 1:1-17 
While Paul presents Jesus as a descendent of David in 
our second reading, Matthew traces Jesus’ genealogy 

from Abraham. This 
genealogy not only 
shows Jesus’ human 
ancestry, but also 
indicates that salvation 
history has reached its 
climax with the birth of 
the Son of God through 
the working of the Holy 
Spirit. Though we often 
skip over these lists of 
names, the Gospel 
writers took great pains 
to compile the 
genealogies and to make 
several theological 
points in the process. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ 
was born of a line of 
ancestors 

whom Matthew arranges into three groups: 14 
Patriarchs, 14 Kings and 14 Princes. The three groups 
are based on the three stages of Jewish history: i) the 
rise of Israel to a 
great kingdom by the 
time of David, ii) the 
fall of the nation by 
the time of 
Babylonian exile and 
iii) the resurrection 
of the nation after the 
exile. Strangely 
enough, the list 
includes a number of 
disreputable 
characters, including 
three women of bad  
reputation: 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/122405b.htm#readingii
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Tamar, Rahab and Bath-
sheba. Perhaps the Lord 
God included these wom-
en in His Son's human ge-
nealogy to emphasize 
God's grace, to give us all 
hope and to show us 
that Jesus is sent to 
save sinners.  Thus, God's 
powerful work of salva-
tion comes to us under the 
appearance of weakness. 
From the beginning, Mat-
thew's account challeng-
es our human expecta-
tions as to how God will 
fulfill our hopes for end-
less peace, justice, and 
righteousness. Luke's ac-
count shows us another example of this kind of chal-
lenge. The royal child, heir to King David's throne and 
bearer of wonderful titles, is born in poverty. He is laid 
in a manger because there is no room in the inn. 

Three-step Marriage:   Engagement, betrothal 
and marriage proper were the three stages of the Jewish 
marriage ceremony.   The engagement was often made 
through the parents when the prospective bride and 
groom were only children. The betrothal was the ratifi-
cation of the engagement into which a couple had pre-
viously (been) entered.  It made the young man and 
woman husband and wife, legally married, but with-
out cohabitation and conjugal rights for one year. The 
third stage was the marriage proper, which took place 
at the end of the year of betrothal. It was during the be-
trothal period that Mary miraculously conceived Jesus. 
The essence of Matthew's story is that, in the birth of 
Jesus, the Spirit of God is seen operating in the world as 
He has never done before.  

Joseph the “father” of Jesus (Mathew 1: 18-25): 
While Luke's Gospel emphasizes the role 
of Mary, Matthew brings Joseph to the forefront.  Jo-
seph is important to Matthew's Gospel, because Je-
sus came from David’s lineage through Joseph (1:1-
17).  The Davidic descent of Jesus is shown as both legal 
and natural. In other words, Jesus is descendant of 
Abraham and David not only by physical descent but 
also by God's supernatural action. The Davidic descent 
of Jesus is transferred not through natural paternity but 
through legal paternity. Matthew carefully constructs v 
18 to avoid saying that Jesus was the son of Joseph. As 
Mary’s legal husband, Joseph became the legal father of 
Jesus. Later, by naming the child, Joseph acknowledged 
the child as his own. The legal father was on par with 
the biological father as regards rights and duties.  Since 
it was common practice for couples to marry within 
their clan, probably Mary also belonged to the house of 
David. Several early Church fathers, including St. Igna-
tius of Antioch, St. Irenaeus, St. Justin and Tertullian, 
testify to this belief, basing their testimony on an unbro-

ken oral tradition. Joseph is 
presented as a righteous man 
(v 19), who chose to obey 
God’s command rather than 
to observe rigidly a law that 
would have required him to 
divorce Mary publicly.   He 
resolved to divorce Mary qui-
etly in order that he might 
not cause her unnecessary 
pain.  In doing so, he serves 
as a model of Christ-like 
compassion.  He also demon-
strates a balance between the 
Law of Torah and the Law of 
Love. While Luke tells the 
story of the angel's appear-
ance to Mary (Luke 1:26-38), 
Matthew tells us only that the 

Child was conceived by the Holy Spirit.   

Divine intervention through the angel: Luke tells 
us of Mary's obedience (Luke 1:38), and   Matthew tells 
us of Joseph's obedience.  This is the first of three occa-
sions on which an angel appears to Joseph in a 
dream.  In each instance, the angel calls Joseph to ac-
tion, and Joseph obeys. He is told   not to be afraid of 
his fiancée's pregnancy, nor of the opinion of his neigh-
bors, nor even of the requirement of the Torah that 
Mary be punished.  He is not to hesitate, but is to wed 
Mary. "She will bear a Son, and you are to name Him Jesus, 
for He will save His people from their sins." Mary's role is 
to bear a son, and Joseph's role is to name Him.  By 
naming him, Joseph makes Jesus his son and brings 
him into the house of David. 

Jesus the Savior as the fulfillment of prophecy: 
The name, Jesus, is the Greek form of the Hebrew Ye-
hosua, which means “YHWH is salvation.” Just as the 
first Joshua (successor of Moses), saved the Israelites 
from their enemies, the second Joshua (Jesus), will save 
them from their sins.  The Jews, however, did not ex-
pect a Messiah Who would save them from their sins, 
but one who would deliver them from their political 
oppressors. Matthew stresses the fact that the birth of 
Jesus as Savior is the fulfillment of a prophecy by Isaiah 
(7:14): “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and 
they shall name him Emmanuel,' which means, 'God is 
with us.'" The fulfillment of the prophecy is important 
to Matthew’s first audience, Jewish converts, which is 
why the evangelist mentions the fulfillment of eleven 
prophetic statements about Jesus in his Gospel.   

The context of the verse taken from Isaiah is the dilem-
ma of King Ahaz in the eighth century BC.  Jerusalem 
was under siege, and it appeared that both the city and 
the nation might be destroyed.  Isaiah's prophecy was 
that a boy-child would be born and that, by the time he 
reached maturity, the threat from the enemy would 
have passed.  We do not know that boy's identity, but 
the city and nation were both spared. 



Emmanuel born of a virgin: The NRSV correctly 
translates ho parthenos as "the virgin" rather than "a vir-
gin."  In other words, the original uses the definite arti-
cle.  Isaiah referred to a young woman (almah), but Mat-
thew's ho parthenos clearly refers to a virgin.  That is 
why the Church has always taught Mary’s perpetual 
virginity. "'They shall name Him Emmanuel,' which 
means, 'God is with us.'" In Hebrew, El is a short form 
of Elohim, a name for God.  Immanu-El, therefore, means 
"God-with-us," a meaning which Matthew spells out for 
non-Hebrew readers.  Emmanuel is not a second name 
by which friends and neighbors will know Je-
sus.  "Jesus" is Our Lord's true name and  Emmanuel de-
scribes his role.  Thus, Matthew begins his Gospel with 
the promise that Jesus' role-name means "God-with-
us."  He will end his Gospel with Jesus’ promise that he 
will be with us "always, to the end of the age" (28:20).    
 
Life messages 
1. We need to look for Jesus in unlikely places 
and persons.   During the Christmas season we, like 
the Magi, must give our most precious gift, our lives to 
Jesus.  We will learn to discover Him in the most un-
likely places and in the most distasteful people – in 
those who are suffering or in distress, poverty or fear. 
The message of Christmas is that we can truly find Je-
sus if we look in the right places – in the streets, in 
slums, in asylums, in orphanages, in nursing homes – 
starting in our own homes, workplaces and town. We 
need to look for Him in people that we might otherwise 
ignore: the homeless, the sick, the addict, the unpleas-
ant person, the rebel, or the person of different culture 
and lifestyle from us.  True Christmas is about celebrat-
ing the coming of God among the poor, the homeless 
and the disadvantaged with a message of hope and lib-
eration for these sufferers in our world.  It is about our 
responsibility to be part of that liberating process.  It is 
about working to remove the shameful blot of poverty, 
discrimination and exploitation that is the lot of too 
many in our environment of prosperity. God challenges 
us to be like the shepherds who overcame their fear in 
order to seek out Jesus, or like the Wise Men who trav-
eled a long distance to find Him. Then we will have the 
true experience of Christmas – the joy of the Savior. 
 
2. We need to allow the Savior to be reborn in our 
lives.   Let us remember the famous lines of Alexander 
Pope: “What do I profit if Jesus is born in thousands of 
cribs all over the world during this Christmas, but is 
not born in my heart?”   Let us allow Him to be reborn 
in our lives during Christmas 2016 and every day of the 
New Year 2017. How should we prepare for Christ’s 
rebirth in our daily lives? As a first step, John the Bap-
tist urges us to repent daily of our sins and to renew 
our lives by leveling the hills of pride and selfish-
ness, by filling up the valleys of impurity, and by 
straightening the crooked paths of hatred. Our second 
step in preparing for Christ’s rebirth in our daily lives is 
to cultivate the spirit of sacrifice and humility.   It was 
by sacrifice that the shepherds of Bethlehem and the 
Magi were able to find the Savior. They were humble 

enough to see God in the Child in the manger.   We 
too can experience Jesus by sharing Him with others, 
just as God shared His Son with us.  Let us remember 
that the angels wished peace on earth only to those able 
to receive that peace, those who possessed the good 
will and largeness of heart to share Jesus our Savior 
with others in love, kindness, mercy, forgiveness and 
humble service. 

St. Patrick’s Emmanuel Prayer 
About to embark on a dangerous journey, St. Patrick 
refused the heavy armor offered him by friends and 
nobility.  Instead, he presented his own protection, a 
song that has come to be known as "St. Patrick's Breast-
plate.”  For all who have found the Messiah like the 
magi, it is a symbol of our best protection: 
Christ be beside me; Christ be before me; Christ be be-
hind me; King of my heart. Christ be within me; Christ 
be below me; Christ be above me; Never to part. Christ 
on my right hand; Christ on my left hand; Christ all 
around me, Shield in the strife. Christ in my sleeping; 
Christ in my sitting; Christ in my rising, Light of my 
life. 
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“Fear Nots” of Christmas 
 

1. “Fear not" of salvation: "And the angel said unto 
them, “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tid-
ings...which shall be to all people. For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ 
the Lord" (Luke 2:10,11).  
2. “Fear not" of the humanly impossible: "Fear not, 
Mary:... the Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee:...For with 
God nothing shall be impossible" (Luke 1:30, 35, 37).  
3. “Fear not" of unanswered prayer: "Fear not, Zecha-
riah, for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elizabeth 
shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name 
John" (Luke 1:13).  
4. “Fear not" of immediate obedience: “'Joseph, thou 
son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife 
‘:.. Then Joseph ... did as the angel of the Lord had bid-
den him"  (Matthew 1:20,24).  



Midnight Mass Readings: Isaiah 9:1-6; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 

Reserve a Room for Jesus in Our Heart 
Introduction 
The season of Advent is past and the period of anticipa-
tion is complete.  Now it is time to commemorate the 
birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, which occurred some 
2,000 years ago.  Looking through the telescope of 
Christ’s Resurrection, the New Testament authors, as 
well as the Fathers of the Church, reexamined the writ-
ings of the prophets to discover foreshadowings of the 
coming of Jesus, the Messiah.  Today’s first reading is 
one of these taken, from the greatest of the prophets, 
Isaiah.   
 
The second read-
ing, taken from the 
“pastoral letter” of 
Paul to Titus, tells 
us that it is only by 
the saving power 
of God in Christ 
that we are ena-
bled to live virtu-
ously in the pre-
sent with hope for 
the future.  The 
Gospel for the 
Midnight Mass 
tells us how Jesus 
was born in Bethle-
hem and how the 
news of his birth 
was first an-
nounced to shep-
herds by the an-
gels.   
 
Scripture readings: Following the death of the Assyr-
ian monarch in the late 8th century B.C., Prophet Isaiah 
prophesies relief for both Northern and Southern King-
doms of Israel through a new king and his descendant 
in the line of David, in the person of Jesus. He is the 
child Isaiah’s prophecy describes as the “prince of 
peace” The second reading, taken from the “pastoral 
letter” of Paul to Titus, tells us that it is only by the sav-
ing power of God in Christ that we are enabled to live 
virtuously in the present with hope for the future.   
 
The Gospel for the Midnight Mass tells us how Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem and how the news of his birth 
was first announced to shepherds by the angels.  Since 
David was a shepherd, it seems fitting that the shep-
herds were given the privilege of visiting David’s suc-
cessor in the stable.  If these shepherds were the ones in  

charge of the Temple sheep and lambs which were 
meant for daily sacrifice in the Temple of Jerusalem, no  
wonder they were chosen to be the first to see the Lamb 
of God Who takes away the sin of the world! 
 
Life messages 
 
1.  We need to reserve a room for Jesus in our heart: 
Christmas asks us a tough question. Do we close the  
doors of our hearts to Jesus looking for a place to be 
reborn in our lives? There is no point in being senti-

mental about the 
doors slammed by 
the folks in Bethle-
hem, if there is no 
room in our own 
hearts for the same 
Jesus coming in the 
form of the needy.  
We need to rever-
ence each human 
life, and to treat 
others respectfully 
as the living resi-
dences of the Incar-
nate God.  To ne-
glect the old, to be 
contemptuous of 
the poor or to have 
no thought for the 
unemployed and 
the lonely, is to ig-
nore those individ-

uals with whom Christ has so closely identified Him-
self.  Hence, we all need to examine ourselves daily on 
the doors we close to Jesus.  
 
2. We need to experience Jesus the Emmanuel: The 
real meaning of Christmas actually is Emmanuel, God-
with-us – God coming down to us; God coming along-
side us; God seeking us out; God revealing Himself to 
us; God bringing us forgiveness, healing, comfort, mor-
al strength, guidance. Each one of us has, deep down in 
our souls, an incredible hunger: a hunger for purpose 
and meaning; a hunger to feel and celebrate the re-
deeming, forgiving, sustaining love of God; a hunger to 
be in the presence of God. Christmas is special because 
it reminds us concretely that God is indeed with us. In 
every circumstance of life, even when we are frightened 
or lonely or in sorrow, God is with us. So let’s go home 
to the heart of Christmas and embrace Jesus Christ as 
our Lord and Savior.   
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Christmas Day Readings:  
Isaiah 52:7-10; Hebrews 1:1-18; John 1:1-5, 9-14 

A Day to Remember  
and A Day to Wait For  

Introduction 
While Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus goes back to Abra-
ham, the father of God's people, and Luke's genealogy 
of Jesus' ancestry goes all the way back to Adam, thus 
embracing the whole human race, John goes back to 
God Himself. John is the only Gospel writer who does 
not stop at Bethlehem to explain the “reason for the sea-
son.” John is more concerned with the WHY and WHO 
of Christmas than with the WHERE of Christmas. So he 
travels to eternity to reveal the person of Jesus Christ. 
This is a great passage because it gives us the theology 
of Christmas. While the Gospel selections for the Vigil, 
Midnight and Dawn Masses describe the history of 
Christmas, the selection from John’s Gospel for this 
Daytime Mass lifts us out of history into the realm of 
mystery—His wonderful Name is the Word. The read-
ing tells us that the Baby in the manger is the Word of 
God, the very Self-expression of God. He was present at 
creation; He is actually the One through Whom all 
things were made. The Prologue to 
the Gospel of John in today’s Gos-
pel, and the Prologue to the Letter 
to the Hebrews in the second read-
ing, are superb affirmations of the 
Person of Jesus Christ, expressed in 
beautiful theological words and 
metaphors.   
The first reading gives us the assur-
ance that, just as Yahweh restored 
His chosen people to their home-
land after the Babylonian exile, Je-
sus the Savior will restore mankind 
to the Kingdom of God.  In the second reading, St. Paul 
tells us how God, Who had conveyed His words to us 
in the past through His prophets, sent His own Son so 
that He might  demonstrate to us humans, by His life, 
death and Resurrection, the real nature of our God.  
John's Gospel gives a profoundly theological vision of 
Christ, the result of John’s years of preaching and of 
meditating on this wondrous mystery of God's love. 
While stressing the Divinity of Christ, he leaves no 
doubt as to the reality of his human nature.  In the Pro-
logue of his Gospel, John introduces the birth of Jesus 
as the dawning of the Light Who will remove the dark-
ness of evil from the world. He explains later in his 
Gospel why light is the perfect symbol of Christmas:  
Jesus said “I am the Light of the world,” (Jn 8:12) and “You 
are the light of the world” (Mt 5: 14-16). 
 
Scripture lessons: The first reading gives us the as-
surance that, just as Yahweh restored His chosen peo-
ple to their homeland after the Babylonian exile, Jesus, 
the Savior, will restore mankind to the Kingdom of 

God.  In the second reading, St. Paul tells us how God 
Who had conveyed  His words to us in the past 
through His prophets sent His own Son, so that He 
might  demonstrate to us humans, by His life, death 
and Resurrection, the real nature of our God.  John's 
Gospel gives us a profoundly theological vision of 
Christ, the result of John’s years of preaching and of 
meditating on this wondrous mystery of God's love. 
While stressing the Divinity of Christ, he leaves no 
doubt as to the reality of Jesus' human nature.  In the 
Prologue of his Gospel, John introduces the birth of Je-
sus as the dawning of the Light Who will remove the 
darkness of evil from the world. He explains later in his 
Gospel why light is the perfect symbol of Christ-
mas:  Jesus said “I am the Light of the world,” (Jn 8:12) 
and “You are the light of the world” (Mt 5:14-16). 
 
Life Messages  
1.A day to remember and a day to wait for:  Today, 

while we remember and celebrate 
God’s first coming into our world in 
human form, we also look forward, 
because the liturgy we celebrate re-
minds us that the Lord is going to 
return in his Second Coming.  The 
liturgy calls on us to prepare His 
way, to be ready to be judged by 
Him.  In addition to these two 
“comings,” the Church teaches us 
that Christ comes to us every day 
through the Holy Eucharist, the Ho-
ly Bible and the worshipping com-

munity. We are asked to inaugurate Christ’s Kingdom 
in our lives by allowing Him to be born in us, by recog-
nizing Him in others and by courageously going forth 
to build His Kingdom of love, justice, peace and holi-
ness in our world.  
 
2. We need to remember that there is no room in 
the manger except for Jesus and us: There isn't 
room in the manger for all the baggage we carry 
around with us.  There's no room for our pious pride 
and self-righteousness.  There’s no room for our human 
power and prestige.  There's no room for the baggage of 
past failure and unforgiven sin.  There's no room for 
our prejudice, bigotry and jingoistic national 
pride.  There's no room for bitterness and greed.  There 
is no room in the manger for anything other than the 
absolute reality of who and what we really are: very 
human, very real, very fragile, very vulnerable human 
beings who desperately need the gift of love and grace 
which God so lavishly gives us through the Sacraments, 
through the Holy Bible and during our prayers.  
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Welcome to 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish! 

 
We are delighted to welcome you to our faith community.  

You will never be strangers in our midst. 
We are a warm, caring, Welcoming and Inviting Parish.  

 
Come, let us worship the Lord together as a faith-filled, mutually 

supportive, and nourishing community. 

 
Weekend Masses: Saturday 4 pm; 6 pm (St. Stephen Chapel) 

Sunday 8 am, 10 am, 12 Noon; 5 pm (St. Stephen Chapel) 
Spanish Mass: 5 pm on Sunday 

Portuguese Mass: First and third Saturdays at 6 pm 
Daily Mass:  Monday–Friday: 7 am and 8.30 am; Saturday 8.30 am  

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday 2.45-3.45 pm; Sunday 30 minutes before Mass 
& by appointment (386-445-2246) 

 
To become a member of our parish family, please pick up a registration card from the 

Welcome Desk, fill it out and hand it back to us. 
 

 



Christmas Reflections on 1 Corinthians Chapter 13 
 
If I decorate my house perfectly with plaid bows, strands of twinkling 
lights and shiny balls, but do not show love to my family, I'm just another dec-
orator. If I slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of Christmas cookies, 
preparing gourmet meals and arranging a beautifully adorned table at 
mealtime, but do not show love to my family, I'm just another cook. 
If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing home, and give all that 
I have to charity, but do not show love to my family, it profits me nothing. 
If I trim the spruce with shimmering angels and crocheted snowflakes, attend 
a myriad of holiday parties and sing in the choir's cantata, but do not 
focus on Christ, I have missed the point. 
 
Love stops the cooking to hug the child. Love sets aside decorating to kiss the 
husband. Love is kind, though harried and tired. Love doesn't envy another's 
home that has coordinated Christmas china and table linens. Love doesn't yell 
at the kids to get out of the way, but is thankful they are there to be in the way. 
Love doesn't give only to those who are able to give in return but rejoices 
in giving to those who can't. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things. Love never fails. Video games will break, pearl 
necklaces will be lost, golf clubs will rust. 
 
But giving the gift of love will endure. 
Merry Christmas!  

 Ten Commandments for Christmas 
 
The following item appeared in a 
Church newsletter and contains some 
good advice that will help us keep self-
ishness in check this Christmas: 
I. Thou shalt not leave "Christ" out of 

Christmas, 
making it "Xmas." To some, "X" is unknown. 
II. Thou shalt prepare thy soul for Christmas. Spend 
not so much on gifts that thy soul is forgotten. 
III. Thou shalt not let Santa Claus replace Christ, thus 
robbing the day of its spiritual reality. 
IV. Thou shalt not burden the shop girl, the mailman, 
and the merchant with complaints and demands. 
V. Thou shalt give thyself with thy gift. This will 
increase its value a hundred fold, and he who re-
ceiveth it shall treasure it forever. 
VI. Thou shalt not value gifts received by their cost. 
Even the least expensive may signify love, and that is 
more priceless than silver and gold. 
VII. Thou shalt not neglect the needy. Share thy bless-
ings with many who will go hungry and cold unless 
thou art generous. 
VIII. Thou shalt not neglect thy church. Its services 
highlight the true meaning of the season. 
IX. Thou shalt be as a little child. Not until thou hast 
become in spirit as a little one art thou ready to enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
X. Thou shalt give thy heart to Christ. Let Him be at 
the top of thy Christmas list. 
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Merry Christmas Mary 
 

Merry Christmas Mary thank you 
for the Child. Thank you for Lord 
Jesus, thank you for the Child. 
Christmas time is here again, 
peace on Earth good will to men. 
The air is filled with joyful sounds, 
merry wishing all around, Giving 
and receiving gifts, stopping by to 
thank all of our friends. And we thank you, Mary, for 
helping give God's greatest gift to man. Merry 
Christmas Mary, thank you for the Child. Thank you 
for Lord Jesus, thank you for the Child. Merry 
Christmas Mary, too often we forget to thank you for 
your part, in giving the greatest Christmas present yet. 
Merry Christmas Mary. (Singer Johnny Cash) 

Our Greatest Need  
at Christmas  

 
If our greatest need had been 
information, God would have sent us 
an educator; If our greatest need had 
been technology, God would have 

sent us a scientist; If our greatest need had been 
money, God would have sent us an economist; If our 
greatest need had been pleasure, God would have sent 
us an entertainer;  But our greatest need was 
forgiveness, so God sent us a Savior.  
                                                                -Source Unknown.  


