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Monday - Friday  
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Saturday 8:30 am  
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8, & 10 am  

and 12 noon. 
 

St. Stephen  
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5 pm Sundays 
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First and third  
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lifted related 
to COVID-19 
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take the 
necessary 

precautions 
they feel most 
comfortable 

with for their 
own health. 

Thank you for your support.  
Donate to our parish by  

using Online Giving. 
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From the desk of Fr. Jose Panthaplamthottiyil 

  December 11, 2022 

Advent Penance Service  
Tuesday, December 13, 5 pm  

St. Faustina Kowalska (1905-1938) was a Polish nun 
who became instrumental in spreading the devotion to 
the Divine Mercy in the Church. As described in her 
book, The Diary of Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska: Divine 
Mercy in My Soul, St. Faustina had visions of the Lord 
Jesus throughout her life. During those visions, Jesus 
spoke to her, which she wrote down in her diary.   
   
In this diary, Jesus says, “Summon all those to confi-
dence in the incomprehensible depth of my mercy for I 
desire to save all. The well of mercy was opened wide 
with a lance on the cross for all souls. I do not exclude 
anyone. (Diary of St. Faustina §1182). Since the heart of 
Jesus is full of mercy and kindness, he is always wait-
ing to save us by giving forgiveness for our sins. And 
he does that through the sacrament of confession.   
  
In the Diary, Jesus says, “When you go to confession, 
know this, that I myself am waiting for you in the con-
fessional; I am only hidden by the priest, but myself act 
in the soul. Here the misery of the soul meets the God 
of Mercy. Tell souls that from this fount of mercy, souls 
draw graces solely with the vessel of trust. If their trust 
is great, there is no limit to my generosity  
(Diary of St. Faustina §1602).   
 

St. Thomas Aquinas writes, “In the life of the body, a 
man is sometimes sick, and unless he takes medicine, 
he will die. Even so, in the spiritual life, a man is sick on 
account of sin. For that reason, he needs medicine so 
that he may be restored to health; and this grace is be-
stowed in the Sacrament of Penance.”   
  
According to Pope St. John Paul II, “Confession is an 
act of honesty and courage – an act of entrusting our-
selves, beyond sin, to the mercy of a loving and forgiv-
ing God.”   
  
We will have our Advent Penance Service on Tuesday, 
December 13, at 5 pm. Several priests will be available 
to hear your confessions in the name of Jesus and give 
you absolution for your sins.   
  
Remembering with gratitude that there is no limit to 
the generosity of Jesus, let us approach him in the con-
fessional with confidence in his divine mercy and make 
our confession. Then we will receive forgiveness for our 
sins and the gifts of peace and joy.  
   
“Come now, let us talk this over, says the Lord. Though 
your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
Though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool 
(Isaiah 1:18).   

Parish Advent Retreat   
We had our Advent Retreat on Saturday, December 3, 
led by Fr. Mike Troha from the diocese of Cleveland, 
Ohio. 272 parishioners attended this one-day retreat, 
which included time for personal reflections and group 
discussions. The participants were unanimous in their 
praise for the retreat as it was an occasion for receiving 
much spiritual nourishment and enjoying joyful Chris-
tian fellowship.   
  
Fr. Troha presented his retreat in four sessions with 
themes of God is Love, Discipleship, To Be a Christian 
Steward, and Stewards of the Church. During the first ses-
sion, he reminded us of the great love of God for us 
(With age-old love I have loved you; so I have kept my mercy 
toward you -Jeremiah 31:3). In the second session, he 
urged us to grow in our discipleship of the Lord by fol-
lowing his teachings in our life.   
  
The third session focused on how stewardship is con-
nected to discipleship. Reminding us that everything 

we have in our life is a gift from God, he asked us to 
use our time, talent, and treasure for the glory of God 
and service of God’s people (As each one has received a 
gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s 
varied grace- 1 Peter 4:10).    
  
The fourth session was spent talking about the four pil-
lars of stewardship: Hospitality, Prayer, Formation, and 
service. He summarized his talks by giving us the fol-
lowing Stewardship prayer:   
  
My church is composed of people like me. I help make it what 
it is. It will be friendly if I am. Its pews will be filled if I help 
fill them. It will do great work if I work. It will make gener-
ous gifts to many causes if I am a generous giver. It will 
bring other people into its worship and fellowship if I invite 
and bring them. It will be a church of loyalty and love, fear-
lessness and faith, and a church with a noble spirit if I, who 
make it what it is, am filled with these same things. There-
fore, with the help of God, I shall dedicate myself to the task of 
being all the things that I want my church to be. Amen.  

Sign outside Calvary Baptist Church, Selma, NC: 
"Christmas without Jesus is just a 'hollow' 
day." ‒ Lorene Irving Lutherville Timonium, MD.  
 
Sign outside S. Seminole Church of Christ, Winter Park, 
FL: "Many want what they don't need and need what 
they don't want."  
 
Sign outside a church: "Love is grand — divorce is 20 
grand." ‒ via Rev. Harry Mahoney Dedham, MA 

Sign outside S. Seminole Church of Christ, Winter Park, 
FL: "A half- truth and a whole lie make congenial com-
panions."  
 
 
Sign outside Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 
Woodward, IA: "I finally got it all together and now I 
forgot where I put it." ‒ via Rev. Dale Schoening Ma-
drid, IA  

 Signs and Wonders 
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Servicio de Penitencia de Adviento 
Martes, 13 de Diciembre, 5 pm 

Santa Faustina Kowalska (1905-1938) fue una monja 
Polaca que jugó un papel decisivo en la difusión de la 
devoción a la Divina Misericordia en la Iglesia. Como 
se describe en su libro, The Diary of Saint Maria Faustina 
Kowalska: Divine Mercy in My Soul, St. Faustina tuvo vi-
siones del Señor Jesús a lo largo de su vida. Durante 
esas visiones, Jesús le habló, lo cual ella anotó en su dia-
rio. 
    
En este diario, Jesús dice: “Llama a todos a la confianza 
en la profundidad incomprensible de mi misericordia 
porque quiero salvar a todos. El pozo de la misericordia 
se abrió de par en par con una lanza en la cruz para 
todas las almas. No excluyo a nadie. (Diario de Santa 
Faustina §1182). Dado que el corazón de Jesús está lleno 
de misericordia y bondad, siempre está esperando para 
salvarnos dándonos el perdón de nuestros pecados. Y 
lo hace a través del sacramento de la confesión. 
  
En el Diario, Jesús dice: “Cuando vayas a confesarte, 
debes saber esto, que yo mismo te espero en el con-
fesionario; Sólo estoy oculto por el sacerdote, pero yo 
mismo actúo en el alma. Aquí la miseria del alma se 
encuentra con el Dios de la Misericordia. Di a las almas 
que de esta fuente de misericordia, las almas sacan gra-
cias únicamente con el vaso de la confianza. Si su confi-
anza es grande, mi generosidad no tiene límite (Diario 
de Santa Faustina, §1602). 

Santo Tomás de Aquino escribe: “En la vida del cuerpo, 
el hombre a veces está enfermo y, a menos que tome 
medicamentos, morirá. Así también, en la vida espiritu-
al, el hombre está enfermo a causa del pecado. Por eso, 
necesita medicina para que le devuelvan la salud; y esta 
gracia se otorga en el Sacramento de la Penitencia.” 
  
Según el Papa San Juan Pablo II, “La confesión es un 
acto de honestidad y valentía, un acto de confiarnos, 
más allá del pecado, a la misericordia de un Dios amo-
roso y perdonador”. 
  
Tendremos nuestro Servicio de Penitencia de Adviento 
el Martes 13 de Diciembre a las 5 pm. Varios sacerdotes 
estarán disponibles para escuchar tus confesiones en el 
nombre de Jesús y darte la absolución de tus pecados. 
  
Recordando con gratitud que no hay límite a la gener-
osidad de Jesús, acerquémonos a él en el confesionario 
con confianza en su divina misericordia y hagamos 
nuestra confesión. Entonces recibiremos el perdón de 
nuestros pecados y los dones de la paz y la alegría. 
    
“Ven ahora, hablemos de esto, dice el Señor. Aunque 
vuestros pecados sean como la grana, como la nieve 
serán emblanquecidos; Aunque sean rojos como el car-
mesí, serán como la lana (Isaías 1:18). 

Tuvimos nuestro Retiro de Adviento el Sábado 3 de 
Diciembre, dirigido por el Padre Mike Troha de la 
diócesis de Cleveland, Ohio.  272 feligreses asistieron a 
este retiro de un día, que incluyó tiempo para reflex-
iones personales y discusiones grupales. Los partici-
pantes fueron unánimes en su elogio por el retiro, ya 
que fue una ocasión para recibir mucho alimento espir-
itual y disfrutar de una alegre comunión Cristiana. 
  
Padre Troha presentó su retiro en cuatro sesiones con 
temas de Dios es Amor, Discipulado, Ser Un Administrador 
Cristiano y Administradores de La Iglesia. Durante la pri-
mera sesión, nos recordó el gran amor de Dios por no-
sotros (Con amor eterno os he amado, por eso he guardado 
para vosotros mi misericordia -Jeremías 31:3). En la segun-
da sesión, nos instó a crecer en nuestro discipulado del 
Señor siguiendo sus enseñanzas en nuestra vida. 
  
La tercera sesión se centró en cómo la mayordomía está 
conectada con el discipulado. Recordándonos que todo 
lo que tenemos en nuestra vida es un don de Dios, nos 

pidió que usemos nuestro tiempo, talento y tesoro para 
la gloria de Dios y el servicio del pueblo de Dios (Como 
cada uno ha recibido un don, utilícelo para servir unos a ot-
ros como buenos administradores de la multiforme gracia de 
Dios- 1 Pedro 4:10). 
  
La cuarta sesión se dedicó a hablar sobre los cuatro pi-
lares de la corresponsabilidad: Hospitalidad, Oración, 
Formación y Servicio. Resumió sus charlas dándonos la 
siguiente Oración de Mayordomía: 
  
Mi iglesia está compuesta por personas como yo. Yo ayudo a 
que sea lo que es. Será amistoso si lo soy. Sus bancos se 
llenarán si ayudo a llenarlos. Hará un gran trabajo si yo tra-
bajo. Hará donaciones generosas a muchas causas si soy un 
dador generoso. Traerá a otras personas a su adoración y 
compañerismo si los invito y traigo. Será una iglesia de 
lealtad y amor, valentía y fe, y una iglesia con un espíritu 
noble si yo, que la hago lo que es, estoy lleno de estas mismas 
cosas. Por eso, con la ayuda de Dios, me dedicaré a la tarea de 
ser todo lo que quiero que sea mi iglesia. Amén. 

Retiro Parroquial de Adviento  

Letrero afuera de Calvary Baptist Church, Selma, NC: 
"Navidad sin Jesús es solo un día 'hueco'". ‒ Lorene Ir-
ving Lutherville Timonium, MD. 
 
Letrero afuera de la Iglesia de Cristo S. Seminole, Win-
ter Park, FL: "Muchos quieren lo que no necesitan y 
necesitan lo que no quieren". 
 
Letrero afuera de una iglesia: "El amor es grandioso, el 
divorcio cuesta 20 mil". ‒ a través del Rev. Harry Ma-

honey Dedham, MA 
 
Letrero afuera de la Iglesia de Cristo S. Seminole, Win-
ter Park, FL: "Una verdad a medias y una mentira com-
pleta son compañeros agradables". 
 
Letrero afuera de Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 
Woodward, IA: "Finalmente lo conseguí todo y ahora 
olvidé dónde lo puse". ‒ a través del Rev. Dale 
Schoening Madrid, IA 

Señales y Prodigios  
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Serviço de Penitência do Advento 
Terça-feira, dia 13 de Dezembro, 17:00 horas 

Santa Faustina Kowalska (1905-1938) foi uma freira 
Polaca que se tornou fundamental na difusão da 
devoção à Divina Misericórdia da Igreja. Como descrito 
no seu livro, O Diário de Santa Maria Faustina Kowalska: 
Divina Misericórdia na Minha Alma, Santa Faustina teve 
visões do Senhor Jesus ao longo da sua vida. Durante 
essas visões, Jesus falou com ela, e ela escreveu no seu 
diário.    
    
Nesse diário, Jesus diz: "Convoque todos para confiar 
na profundidade incompreensível da minha 
misericórdia pois eu desejo salvá-los a todos. O poço da 
misericórdia foi aberto por uma lança na cruz para 
todas as almas. Não excluo ninguém. (Diário de Santa 
Faustina §1182). Como o coração de Jesus está cheio de 
misericórdia e bondade, ele está sempre à espera para 
nos salvar perdoando os nossos pecados. E fá-lo através 
do sacramento da confissão.    
  
No Diário, Jesus disse: "Quando fores para a confissão, 
fica a saber isto, que eu próprio estou à tua espera no 
confessionário; Só estou escondido pelo padre, mas eu 
actuo na alma. Aqui a miséria da alma encontra o Deus 
da Misericórdia. Diz às almas que desta fonte de 
misericórdia, as almas recebem graças apenas pela 
aceitação da confiança. Se a confiança deles é grande, 
não há limite para a minha generosidade (Diário de 
Santa Faustina §1602).    

 São Tomás de Aquino escreve: "Na vida do corpo, um 
homem às vezes está doente, e senão tomar remédio, 
morrerá. Mesmo assim, na vida espiritual, um homem 
está doente por causa do pecado. Por essa razão, 
precisa de medicamentos para que possa restaurar a 
saúde; e esta graça é concedida no Sacramento da 
Penitência. 
  
Segundo o Papa São João Paulo II, "A confissão é um 
acto de honestidade e coragem – um acto de 
confiarmos, para além do pecado, à misericórdia de um 
Deus amoroso e clemente." 
Teremos o nosso Serviço de Penitência do Advento na 
Terça-feira, 13 de Dezembro, às 17h00. Vários padres 
estarão disponíveis para ouvir as confissões em nome 
de Jesus e dar-lhe a absolvição pelos seus pecados. 
  
Lembrando com gratidão que não há limite para a 
generosidade de Jesus, aproximemo-nos dele no 
confessionário com confiança na sua divina 
misericórdia e façamos a nossa confissão. Então 
receberemos perdão pelos nossos pecados e pelos dons 
da paz e da alegria. 
    
"Venha agora, vamos falar sobre isso, diz o Senhor. 
Embora os seus pecados sejam escarlates, eles ficarão 
brancos como a neve; Embora sejam vermelhos como 
carmesim, serão como a lã (Isaías 1:18). 

Tivemos o nosso Retiro do Advento no Sábado, dia 3 de 
Dezembro, liderado pelo Padre Mike Troha da diocese 
de Cleveland, Ohio. 272 paroquianos assistiram a este 
retiro de um dia, que incluiu tempo para reflexões 
pessoais e discussões em grupo. Os participantes foram 
unânimes nos seus elogios ao retiro, pois era uma 
ocasião para receber o alimento espiritual e desfrutar de 
uma alegre comunhão cristã. 
  
O Padre Troha apresentou o seu retiro em quatro 
sessões com temas de God is Love, Discipleship, To Be a 
Christian Steward, and Stewards of the Church. (Deus é 
Amor, Ser Discípulo, Ser Um Mordomo Cristão, e 
Mordomos da Igreja). Durante a primeira sessão, lembrou
-nos do grande amor de Deus para connosco (Com o 
amor antigo amei-te; por isso mantive a minha misericórdia 
para contigo -Jeremias 31:3). Na segunda sessão, instigou
-nos a crescer no nosso discípulado do Senhor, 
seguindo os seus ensinamentos na nossa vida.    
  
A terceira sessão centrou-se na forma como a 
administração está ligada ao discípulo. Lembrando-nos 

que tudo o que temos na nossa vida é um dom de Deus, 
ele pediu-nos para usar o nosso tempo, talento e 
finanças para a glória de Deus e serviço do povo de 
Deus (Como cada um recebeu um dom, usai-o para servir 
uns aos outros como bons administradores da diversa graça 
de Deus- 1 Pedro 4:10).     
  
A quarta sessão foi passada a falar sobre os quatro 
pilares da administração: Hospitalidade, Oração, 
Formação e Serviço. Resumiu as suas conversas dando-
nos a seguinte oração de Administração: 
  
A minha igreja é composta por pessoas como eu. Eu ajudo a 
torná-la o que é. Será amigável se eu for. Os bancos estarão 
ocupados se eu ajudar a enchê-los. Fará um grande trabalho 
se eu trabalhar. Dará presentes generosos a muitas causas se 
eu for um generoso doador. Trará outras pessoas para a sua 
adoração e comunhão se eu as convidar e as trouxer. Será 
uma igreja de lealdade e amor, destemida e de fé, e uma igreja 
com um espírito nobre se eu, quizer torná-la o que é, se eu 
estiver cheia destas mesmas coisas. Portanto, com a ajuda de 
Deus, dedicar-me-ei à tarefa de ser todas as coisas que quero 
que a minha igreja seja. Ámen. 

Retiro do Advento Da Paróquia 

Letreiro na Calvary Baptist Church, Selma, NC: "O 
Natal sem Jesus é apenas um dia 'oco'."  Lorene Irving 
Lutherville Timonium, MD.  
 
Letreiro na Igreja de S. Seminole Church of Christ, 
Winter Park, FL: "Muitos querem o que não precisam e 
precisam do que não querem."  
 
Letreiro numa igreja: "O amor é grandioso — o divórcio 
custa 20 mil."  via Rev. Harry Mahoney Dedham, MA  

Letreiro na S. Seminole Church of Christ, Winter Park, 
FL: "Uma meia-verdade e uma mentira fazem 
companheiros agradáveis."   
 
 
Letreiro na Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 
Woodward, IA: "Finalmente juntei e tenho tudo e agora 
esqueci-me onde coloquei."  via Rev. Dale Schoening 
Madrid, IA 

Letreiros Engraçados 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Sunday Readings Explained– 178- Fr. Tony Kadavil  

Third Sunday of Advent, Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10; James 5:7-10; Mathew 11:2-11 

  December 11, 2022 

Our Call to Be More than Prophets 
Introduction 
The common theme running through today’s readings 
is one of joy and encouragement. The readings stress 
the need for patience in those awaiting the rebirth of 
Jesus in their hearts and lives.  They give us a message 
of hope—for people almost three millennia ago, for 
people at the beginning of the first millennium and for 
people today.  Today is called Gaudete Sunday because 
today’s Mass begins with the opening antiphon: 
“Gaudete in Domino semper,” i.e., “Rejoice in the Lord 
always.” Today, our joy in the coming of Jesus as our 
Savior, is marked by our lighting of our Advent 
Wreath’s third candle,  which is 'rose-colored,' and by 
the  'rose-colored' vestments, which the priest may 
wear  at this  Eucharist, because they represent a light-
ening of the dark violet of the rest of the penitential sea-
son of Advent. They remind us of the color of the sky at 
the very brink of morning, when the sun is just begin-
ning to come up. 
 
The horizon takes on a pale rose color that gradually 
gets redder and brighter as the sun rises. For faithful 
Christians, life  is like a “long sunrise,” and death is the 
entrance into the bright, “everlasting day” of eternal 
life. This is the reason why this Sunday is also 
called “Rose Sunday.” The prophet Isaiah, in the first 
reading, encourages the exiled Jews in Babylon to be-
lieve that God is going to save them and transform their 
lives.  The Responsorial Psalm (Ps 146) reminds us of 
the fidelity, mercy and justice of the Lord God Who will 
come again.  In the second reading, James the Apostle 
encourages the early Christians to be patient, “because 
the coming of the Lord is at hand.”  Finally, in today’s 
Gospel reading, Jesus encourages John the Baptist to 
cast away the popular political expectations about the 

Messiah and simply to accept Jesus’ healing and 
preaching ministry as the fulfillment of the messianic 
prophecy of Isaiah.  
 
First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-6, 10 
Through Isaiah, His prophet, the Lord God tries to stir 
up in his exiled children the hope of their return to Isra-
el by assuring them of His saving power in their 
lives.  He reminds them that it was through their dis-
loyalty to Him that they had lost their liberty, had been 
taken as slaves to Babylon and had lived there in servi-
tude for sixty years (598-538 BC).  The Jews were finally 
set free by Cyrus (who had captured Babylon), and 
were allowed to return to their native land, rebuild the 
Temple, and serve their God once more as His Chosen 
People.  
Through the prophet, Yahweh assures the exiles that 
He will lead them back to their land in this second exo-
dus (6th century B.C.), as He led their ancestors from 
Egypt to the Promised Land in the first exodus (13th 
century BC).  The Lord God says He is going to do 
three things for them.  1) He will transform the waste-
land lying between their land of exile and Israel into a 
new Garden of Eden to facilitate their journey.  2) The 
weak and the sick will be strengthened for the jour-
ney.  3) They will reach their destination singing and 
crowned with glory.  The assurance of this second exo-
dus is chosen for Advent, because both Exodus events 
foreshadow the coming of the Messiah.  
 
Second Reading: James 5:7-10 
The expectation of Jesus' imminent return did not last 
very long in the early Church. Even within Saint Paul's 
lifetime, that expectation had waned.  The Apostles ad-
vised the Christians to bear witness to Christ through 
their heroic lives without waiting for the Parousia in  
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their lifetime.  
  
Hence, in the second 
reading, James en-
courages the fearful, 
frustrated and perse-
cuted early Christians 
to be patient.  Like 
Isaiah, James tries to 
show his Christian 
community that what 
they have been hop-
ing for is already hap-
pening.  Though he 
stresses patience and 
determination, James 
also reminds them 
that "the Judge stands at 
the gate."  Just as the 

prophets believed that what they were proclaiming was 
already happening, the Christians needed to behave as 
though the returned risen Jesus were already influenc-
ing their lives.  James uses the analogy of a farmer who 
must wait patiently for the ground to yield its fruit.  In 
the same way, we must trust that God is bringing abun-
dance into, and out of, our lives, although we cannot 
see it yet.  St. James' warning is clear:  if anyone among 
them has hitherto neglected his duties to God, he needs 
to listen now to the warning (“The Judge is standing be-
fore the gates!”) and put his conscience and his life right 
with God.  
 
Gospel Reading, Mathew 11:2-11  
Context: Today's Gospel describes how Isaiah's vision 
of Israel's glorious future is fulfilled unexpectedly by 
the coming of the promised Messiah in Jesus, the poor, 
humble, itinerant preacher who told the Truth, and 
who worked wonders of  healing in his Messianic mis-
sion. But the Jews in general expected a political Messi-
ah who would reestablish the Davidic kingdom after 
overthrowing the Roman government. Hence, most of 
them were scandalized by Jesus’ peaceful preaching 
and shameful death. The disciples of John the Baptist 
continued to insist that John was indeed the Messiah, 
and they awaited his return, causing problems to early 
Christians.  
 
Hence, all four Evangelists highlighted John’s im-
portant role as the Messiah’s herald but emphasized 
that John’s was a secondary and subordinate role in 
salvation history. Matthew, in the second part of to-
day’s Gospel, presents Jesus, the true Messiah, as pay-
ing the highest compliments to John the Baptist as his 
herald and the last of the prophets, and to the courage 
with which John proclaimed his prophetic convictions.   
 
John’s reasonable doubts. Scripture scholars over 
the centuries have wondered why John sent his disci-
ples to ask Jesus if he were the one who was to come. 
There are two possible explanations: 1) John knew that 
Jesus was the Christ and, as a prisoner, he wanted his 
disciples to follow Jesus as their new master. So, he sent 
them to ask Jesus this question and presumed that, 

once they had met Jesus, they would see for themselves 
that he was the Messiah and so would become follow-
ers of Jesus. 2)  John began to doubt Jesus’ identity as 
the promised Messiah. The silent healing, preaching, 
saving, and empowering ministry of Jesus was a sur-
prise to John and to those who expected a fire-and-
brimstone Messiah.  
 
Besides, Jesus had not yet fulfilled John's prediction 
that the One-to-come would baptize the repentant in 
the Holy Spirit. Nor did Jesus conform to popular Jew-
ish beliefs about a warrior and a political Messiah who 
would bring political, social, and economic deliverance 
to Israel. Instead, Jesus pronounced blessings on the 
poor in spirit, the meek, and peacemakers (5:1-11).  He 
called his disciples to love their enemies (5:42-48).  He 
warned his disciples not to judge others (7:1-5). For 
John, these teachings might have seemed to weaken 
rather than to strengthen the Messiah’s cause. Further-
more, Jesus moved away from Jerusalem, the home of 
the Temple and the center of religious authority and 
began his ministry in Galilee among the common peo-
ple (4:12).   
 
John proclaimed the power of the coming Messiah to 
bring in a new age, and instead found himself impris-
oned in the dungeon of Herod’s prison-fortress at 
Machaerus, southeast of the Dead Sea. He might have 
been wondering why the expected Messiah was not 
setting him free as Isaiah (61:1) had predicted. John 
might have found sympathetic doubters among his 
own disciples who might have wondered how the Mes-
siah could leave their own teacher in prison, and how 
He could usher in the kingdom without political or mil-
itary might.  These might have been the reasons 
why John sent his disciples to dispel his doubt, asking: 
"Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for anoth-
er?”  
 
John shows the generosity to dispel doubts and 
the humility to accept correction: Instead of criticiz-
ing Jesus or breaking away from him, John approached 
Jesus through his disciples.   The disciples asked Jesus 
whether he was the one to come or if they should look 
for another. John might have had his doubts, but he 
was open to hearing Jesus say that he was, indeed, the 
one! John must have recognized the Scriptural allusions 
behind Jesus' answer. Isaiah 29:18 speaks of the deaf 
hearing and the blind seeing.  Isaiah 35:6 speaks of the 
lame leaping like a deer.  Isaiah 26:19 speaks of the 
dead becoming alive.  Isaiah 61:1 speaks of good news 
for the oppressed, the brokenhearted, captives and pris-
oners.  These were signs of the Messiah's coming.  Jesus 
could have rebuked John for his doubts, but instead 
offered him a blessing.  Jesus had not lived up to John's 
expectations, but John did not allow that to be a stum-
bling block (skandalizomia).  Soon enough, Jesus would 
deal with the people of his hometown, who took of-
fense at him (13:57).  Complimenting John, Jesus says 
that John is the fulfillment of Malachi 3:1 ("See, I am 
sending my messenger to prepare the way before me"), pre-
senting the Baptist as the last prophetic messenger, the 
forerunner of the Messiah.   

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Life Messages: 
1. We need to learn how to survive a Faith crisis: From 
a theological perspective, this entire episode helps us to 
understand how the experience of a Faith crisis 
can play a role in our spiritual and emotional develop-
ment. If John the Baptist, even after having had a direct 
encounter with Jesus the Messiah, could doubt and 
question his Faith, then so can we.  If disillusionment is 
a necessary precondition for a more resilient Faith, then 
we, too, must be open to its possibilities.  In moments 
of doubt, despair, and disillusionment, we are, indeed, 
in good company. Occasional 
doubts – even horrifying doubts – 
are one thing, but doubts that per-
sist in the face of every Biblical 
remedy demand careful attention. 
Let us remember the truth that 
our trust and Faith  in our Chris-
tian dogmas and all the teachings 
of the Church, are rooted and 
grounded in the Divinity of Jesus 
Who taught them, and on His Di-
vine authority by which He au-
thorized the Church to teach what 
He taught. It is up to us to learn 
our Faith in depth, so that God 
will be able to dispel our doubts.  
 
2. “Go and tell others what you hear and see.”  In me-
dieval times, this day—the Third Sunday of Advent—
was called Gaudete Sunday, as an equivalent to Laetare 
Sunday during Lent. As we pray today, we also rejoice 
that the Lord does not fail to show his power and 
might.   We rejoice at the thought that Jesus is going to 
be reborn in our lives, deepening in us His gifts of love, 
mercy, forgiveness, and the spirit of humble and sacri-
ficial service during this Christmas season. During this 
season, let us joyfully share God’s bountiful grace, for-
giveness, and mercy with others.   What Jesus com-
manded John’s disciples, he commands us as well:  “Go 
and tell others what you hear and see”. Despite the obvious 
“signs” and miracles, some people still rejected Jesus 

(CCC #548). Each of us must strive to interpret the 
“signs of the times,” and accept the help of the Church 
and the Holy Spirit (CCC #1788).  
 
3. We need to open our hearts and let God transform 
our lives: We, too, should be encouraged by today’s 
readings.  They remind us that our lives can also be 
transformed, if we are patient and place our trust in 
God. The message of Advent is that God is present 
among us, in our everyday lives.  We must prepare our 
hearts to recognize and welcome Him.  “If a man is the 
center of his [own] life, everyone around him becomes 

hell for him because everyone 
around him interferes with 
him and obstructs what he 
wants to do” (Jean Paul Sar-
tre).  Let us believe in our 
hearts the Gospel message 
about Jesus given by Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John.  Will 
we allow the Holy Spirit, 
through these Gospel reports, 
to create in us this Advent a 
metánoia  -- a radical change of 
our thinking, loving, living, 
and our very being in relation 
to God, other people, and our-
selves, which will reshape and 

clarify our purpose for living in this world as He in-
tended when He created us?  
 
4. Each of us is called to be “more than a prophet,” 
“more than a precursor,” “more than someone who 
points to Jesus.” We are called to be greater than a 
prophet, greater than John the Baptist, in our mission. 
We’re supposed to become Jesus’ voice, Jesus’ hands, 
Jesus’ feet, Jesus’ heart. As St. Teresa of Avila would 
say, “Christ has no body on earth now but yours. No 
hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours are the eyes 
through which Christ’s compassion is to look out to the 
earth. Yours are the feet by which He is to go about do-
ing good and yours are the hands by which He is to 
bless us now.” 

Good news, Christian stewards — we are gaining 
ground on our Advent mountain climb and it is time to 
take a moment to rejoice in the Good News that our 
Savior will come again in triumph one day. Today’s 
readings on this Gaudete (“Rejoice”) Sunday are filled 
with reminders of God’s final victory over suffering 
and injustice, and encouragement to remain steadfast in 
our mission to live as faith-filled disciples. 
  
Such a day almost seems too good to be true, especially 
when we look around at the dire circumstances we face 
in our world at present. But by faith, we know this day 
is coming. Lest we grow weary as we await the glorious 
day of Christ’s return, St. James, in our second reading, 
offers wise counsel. “Be patient, brothers and sisters, 
until the coming of the Lord... Make your hearts firm… 
Do not complain, brothers and sisters, about one anoth-

er, that you may not be judged.” 
  
This is excellent advice for us Christian stewards as we 
face the challenges of everyday life in our broken 
world, especially in the hectic days that precede Christ-
mas when stress can make us and those around us less 
than our best selves. St. James reminds us that we can 
choose our response to both the great strains and the 
minor annoyances of life. In other words, we can be 
good stewards of our attitude, “making our hearts 
firm” by practicing patience with others and refusing to 
give in to the temptation to complain.  
  
We can choose to see and rejoice in God’s presence with 
us, no matter the circumstances surrounding us. 
 
 – By Catholic Stewardship Consultants, Inc.  

Stewardship Reflections 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Una Noche de Navidad – A Night of Christmas

On Dec. 17, Our Lady of La Leche invites you to experi-
ence a truly silent night on the Sacred Acre, complete 
with a Live Nativity, Eucharistic Adoration, cookies 
and hot cocoa. A 16th-Century Spanish procession of 
“Las Posadas” (the Inns) is presented by Historic Flori-
da Militia. This bi-lingual family friendly event runs 
from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. Admission is free and open to the 
public. Make your posadas reservation at https://
missionandshrine.org/una-noche-de-navidad-a-night-
of-christmas/.

Nativity Open House at Villa Flora 
in St. Augustine 

On Dec. 18 The Sisters of St. Joseph of St. Augustine 
invite you to attend their annual Nativity Open House,
“Remembering Our Savior in Turbulent Times,” Dec. 
18 from noon to 4 p.m. in the Villa Flora of St. Joseph 
Renewal Center, 234 St. George Street, across the street 
from their Motherhouse. This FREE event will also in-
clude spirituality books as gifts for those who attend. 
For more info, contact Sister Jane Stoecker, director of 
the St. Joseph Renewal Center, at (904) 824-5894.

Please Join Us for Advent Penance Service and Confessions at 5 pm, 
on Tuesday, December 13.

There will be 14 Confessors to hear confessions. 
Confessions will be heard in English & Spanish.

Advent Penance Service
5 pm, Tuesday, December 13

Come! Celebrate Christmas with Us 
with Family and Friends!

Christmas at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church

Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24
4.00 pm: Christmas Vigil Mass (Children bring a gift to the crib)

7.00 pm: Christmas Vigil Mass
11.00 pm: Lessons and Carols

12.00: Midnight Mass

Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25
Masses at 8.00 am, 10.00 am, 12.00 Noon & 5.00 pm (Spanish)

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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DeDecember 15, 2022, 6:00pm 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School 

Christmas Concert 
in the Church 

   December 11, 2022 

   Scholarships Available to Catholic Schools 
 
Your child could attend a Catholic school with the 
help of a K-12 Step Up for Students Scholarship. Re-
ceive an average of $7,700 a year, per child for tuition 
and fees. Now more families are eligible. For example, 
a family of four with an income of up to $111,000 may 
qualify. Dependent children of a reservist or active-
duty member of the U.S. Armed Forces and Law En-
forcement Officers may also qualify, regardless of 
household income. Learn more or apply today at 
https://www.stepupforstudents.org/catholic2/. 

The Angel Tree  
will remain in the  
Gathering Space  

through  
December 11th.   

Please place wrapped gifts 
under the tree between now 
and Wed., December 14th.  

Annual Collection for the Retirement 
Fund for Religious 

 
On Dec. 10/11 all parishes and missions of the diocese 
will take up a second collection to assist in the care of 
our aging religious. With rising healthcare expenses, 
hundreds of U.S. religious communities face a large 
gap between the needs of their older members and the 
funds available to support their care. For more infor-
mation, visit retiredreligious.org. 

Following the Filipino reli-
gious tradition, the Filipino 
community of St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton (SEAS) parish is 
inviting everyone to a nove-
na (nine-days) of masses as a 
spiritual preparation for the 
coming of Jesus at Christ-
mas.  
The dates/times/location of 
these masses: 
 
Dec 15 7:00 PM St. Stephens  
Dec 16 7:00 PM SEAS 

Dec 17 7:30 PM SEAS 
Dec 18 7:00 PM SEAS 
Dec 19 7:00 PM St. Stephens  
Dec 20 7:00 PM SEAS 
Dec 21 7:00 PM St. Stephens  
Dec 22 7:00 PM St. Stephens  
Dec 23 7:00 PM SEAS 
 
Please join us in this cher-
ished tradition and spir-
itual preparation.  
 
A fellowship/reception 
follows the Dec 23 mass. 

2022 Simbang Gabi Masses 

Respect Life at the Capitol in Tallahassee 

 
Based on the currently available data, Florida's Sur-
geon General does not recommend the COVID-19 vac-
cines for healthy children and adolescents or 
the mRNA vaccines for males ages 18 to 39 because the 
risks likely outweigh the benefits at this point in the 
pandemic. 
We encourage parents, guardians, and caretakers to 
stay informed and make the best decisions for their 
loved ones. 

Health Ministry  
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Give Smarter to Your Church

Did you know you can use your IRA, appreciated 
stock, or real estate to make a smart gift to your par-
ish, Catholic school, or favorite ministry? Notify 
your IRA administrator that you wish to make a 
“qualified charitable distribution” to your parish, 
Catholic school or favorite ministry. Your IRA gift 
may fulfill all or part of your required minimum dis-
tribution -Your gift (up to $100,000) may avoid taxes. 
Contact: Cliff Evans/Catholic Foundation: 
cvans@dosafl.com 904-262-3200, ext. 139 

December 11, 2022

Monday, December 12
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
This celebration commemorates the appearance of 
Mary to the Mexican peasant Juan Diego in 1531.

Tuesday, December 13
Memorial of Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr
Died—304 AD
Christian martyr who died during the Diocletianic 
Persecution.

Wednesday, December 14
Memorial of Saint John of the Cross, 
Priest and Doctor of the Church
1542-1591

Saint John of the Cross, was a Spanish Catholic priest, mys-
tic, and a Carmelite friar of converso origin. He is one of the 
thirty-six Doctors of the Church. John of the Cross is known 
especially for his writings.

Health Ministry
The Health Ministry has resumed monthly meetings at 
9:30 AM on Tuesdays in the Cody Room. We will be 
working on planning our Health Fair for April 2023. 
Anyone interested in joining us is welcome to attend. 
Please call Louise Kummer for more info at 386-235-
5310

Secular Franciscans

The Secular Franciscans meet monthly on the first Sat-
urday (Jan. 7) of the month at 9:30 in the Cody Room.
If you are interested in learning more about the Secular 
Franciscans, please join us. Please call Pam Cowles 386
-523-7152 for more information.

Bible Study on St. Paul's Letter 
to the Ephesians

Join us for an 8 series study on St. Paul's letter to the 
Ephesians. Most Saturday mornings after the 8:30am 
Mass in the Rectory Meeting Room .
Bring your bible and the Catechism. The workbook on 
Ephesians can be found on ascension press.com

Listening for God 
The ‘Listening for God’ Ministry will be on 

the first Friday of the month from 7pm –8pm in the 
Rectory Meeting Room. For more info call the rectory.

Homebound and Living Alone?

Do you have a friend or a family member who is a pa-
rishioner, homebound, and living alone? If you think 
they would like to get a phone call from a member of 
our parish, please give us a call, and we will make ar-
rangements to have someone CALL them. Kindly call 
the rectory office and give their name and phone num-
ber, and someone will call.

MULTICULTURAL MASS

When: Saturday, December 17
Time: 8:30 AM

Where: In the Church

The Multicultural Ministry cordially invites you to par-
ticipate in a Multicultural Mass. The Rosary, the Pray-
ers of the Faithful, the Readings, and the Gospel will be 
presented in different languages. The Homily will be in 
English. Please help bring everyone together by plan-
ning to attend. And, you are invited to breakfast in Se-
ton Hall after the Mass.

SEAS Ladies Guild will have a Bake and 
Arts/Crafts sale after all Masses in the 
Cody and Russo rooms on Sat. and Sun., 
Dec. 17 and 18th. Bring your donations of 
baked goods and crafts to Seton Hall 
between 3 and 4 P.M. on Sat. 12/17/2022. 
All proceeds are to benefit Outreach.
Any questions please Call Margie at 437-
9726 or cell 443-504-9692

Families who wish to have their child participate in 
our SEAS family Christmas Eve Mass Music Program 
please contact Cody in person or via call, text, or email 
at your earliest convenience. (Parent and teen volun-
teers are also needed.)

The Liturgical New Year has begun and SEAS Noon 
Mass Praise & Worship Music Team is asking for those 
of you who are musically talented to join our team. We 
very much encourage our youth and young adults to 
come and be a part of this ministry. Bring a friend!

Cody's contact information: (386) 276-5682
littleflowersacademy01@gmail.com

Again this year for Christmas, our SEAS Ladies Guild
joined the Cross Catholic Outreach Project “Box of 
Joy” and filled 65 boxes to be sent around the world to 
needy children, who wish for “just one gift”.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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PAUNAWA: Ipinagbibigay alam na lubos na pinahahalagahan 
ng Diyosesis ng San Agustin ang mga paratang sa anumang uri 
ng abusong sekswal, at agad na masusing sinusuri ang anumang 
alegasyon habang pinananatiling kumpidensyal. Kung meron 
kayong nalalamang alegasyon tumawag agad sa Pulisya o kaya 
ay sa Department of Children and Families (800) 962‐2873.  O 
tawagan ang Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator sa (904) 208
‐6979 o kaya ay mag‐email sa inquiries@dosafl.com. Kung ang 
irereport nyo naman ay isang Obispo, tumawag sa   (800) 276‐
1562 o kaya ay tumungo sa www.reportbishopabuse.org 

ATENÇÃO: A Diocese de St. Augustine toma muito sériamente 
todas as alegações de má conduta sexual e resolve todas as 
alegações de forma rápida, confidencial e completa.  Para de-
nunciar abuso(s), ligue para a polícia ou para o Department of 
Children and Families pelo (800)962-2873.  Ou ligue para o Di-
ocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator pelo (904)208-6979 ou 
por e-mail inquiries @dosafl.com .   Para denunciar abusos co-
metidos por um bispo ligue para (800)276-1562 ou visite a web-
site www.reportbishopabuse.org. 

ATTENTION: The Diocese of St. Augustine treats all allega-
tions of sexual misconduct seriously and deals with all allega-
tions in a prompt, confidential, and thorough manner. To Re-
port Abuse, call the police or the Department of Children and 
Families at (800) 962‐2873. Or call the Diocesan Victim Assis-
tance Coordinator at (904) 208‐6979 or email inquir-
ies@dosafl.com. To report abuse by a bishop, call (800) 276‐1562 
or visit www.reportbishopabuse.org.   

ATENCION: La Diócesis de San Agustín trata seriamente todas 
las acusaciones de conducta sexual inapropiada, de manera 
rápida, confidencial y minuciosa. Para reportar Abuso, llame a 
la policía o al Departamento de Niños y Familias al (904) 962‐
2873. O llame al Coordinador Diocesano de Asistencia a Vícti-
mas (904) 208‐6979 o envíe un correo electrónico a inquir-
ies@dosafl.com. Para denunciar abuso por parte de un obispo, 
llame al (800) 276‐1562 oviwww.reportbishopabuse.org 

Diocese of St. Augustine- How to Report Abuse 
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Sunday Scripture Prayer Group 
  
You are invited to join a group of parishion-
ers on Fridays at 1pm to prepare for Mass on 
Sunday.  We read scripture, share & pray 

together in the Rectory Meeting Room. For more infor-
mation call Pat at 445-2246 

       Cancer Support Group 
 
Support Group for anyone affected with 
Cancer at SEAS in rectory meeting room 
every second Thursday morning of the 
month at 9:30 am and every fourth Thursday 
afternoon of the month at 2:30 pm.  

            Caregiver Support Group 
 
Support groups create a safe, confidential, sup-
portive environment for participates to devel-

op informal mutual support and social relationships as 
they deal with a loved one  suffering from Alzhei-
mer’s/Dementia.  We meet the 2nd & 4th Monday at 
3:30pm in the Rectory Meeting Room. 

Padre Pio Prayer Group 
 
Our St. Padre Pio Prayer Group will meet 
every Second Friday of the month at 9:30 am 
until  10:30 am.  in the Russo. Please join us. 
All are welcome! 

                             Rosary Cenacles 
 
The Rosary Cenacles is in response to Our Lady’s call 
which was made known in her message to Fr. Stefano 
Gobbi.  We pray for the Holy Father and his intentions, 
for priests, to end abortion and for world peace. We 
say fifteen decades of the rosary. All are welcome to 
attend weekly meetings on Wednesday’s at 1:00pm. 
For more information call Marie Estabrook 386 447-
0847 

St. Joseph & Sorrowful Mother  
Rosary Makers Ministry  

 
We have resumed our weekly meet-
ing in the Rectory Meeting Room on 
Mondays at 9:30 am.  
 

Our Lady of Fatima  
Portuguese Committee   

 
Meetings are at 7:00pm on Wednesdays in the 
Rectory Meeting Room.  

SEASONS of HOPE 
 

Grief Support Group meets on Wed. at 
10:00am or evening sessions are now availa-
ble on Mondays at 6:00 pm  for those unable 
to attend Wednesday's meetings in the Rec-
tory Meeting Room please call 386-445-2246 or contact 
Healthministry@seaspcfl.org 

All are Welcome to Kerygma Meeting 
 

The Kerygma Group meets at 6 pm in the Church on 
the last Monday of every month. The session begins 
with praise and worship music, followed by a talk on a 
spiritual topic. The meeting ends after discussions and 
more praise and worship music.  All are welcome to 
join. For more information, contact: Deacon Mike 
McKenna, deaconmike430@gmail.com  

  December 11, 2022 

    Legion of Mary 
 
The Legion is a lay apostolic 
organization that meets  every 
Tuesday at 9:30am in the Rectory Meeting Rm. 

  Mother  Seton Rolling Library 
 
The aim of this library is to spread the word of 
our faith via Catholic books.  The cart is available in 
the Gathering Space after all weekend masses.  These 
books are free.  Monetary donations are graciously ac-
cepted and will be used for our school scholarship pro-
gram. New/gently used Catholic books/bibles man be 
donated at the cart or rectory. Meetings are on Fridays 
at 10:00am in the Rectory Meeting Room. 

Charismatic Prayer Group 
 

Please join us on Thursdays at 1:30pm in the 
Russo Room 
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Our Prayer Garden is a peaceful place for 
prayer and meditation. Purchasing a 
brick in the Prayer Garden for someone 
who has died is a wonderful way to 
remember that the person is still with 
you in thoughts and through prayer.  
The purchase of a brick is $100.00; please 
consider honoring a loved one. Contact 
the Rectory Office for more details. 

 
Monday,    December 12 
7:00am     Intentions of Beverly McGowan 
8:30am     Ana Becerro 
 
Tuesday,   December 13 
7:00am      Mary Bassani 
8:30am      Fanny Rodriguez 
 
Wednesday, December 14 
7:00am      Thomas F. Waldron Jr. 
8:30am      Storino Family 
 
Thursday,  December 15 
7:00am       Cristina H. Mendoza 
8:30am       Mariano Cadavillo 
 
Friday,       December 16 
7:00am       Merian G. Rochino 
8:30am       Carmela Longobardo 
 
Saturday,   December 17 
8:30am       Rosalia Arcori 
4:00pm       Anthony Piche 
6:00pm *    Richard Roberge 
6:00pm(P)  John Fernandes 
 
Sunday,      December 18 
8:00am         Germaine & Hilda Wells 
10:00am      SEAS Parishioners 
12:00pm      Celeste Catino 
5:00pm(S)   Carmen Ana Vazquez 
5:00pm *     Deceased members of the  
                     Bairos family 

Prayer Garden 

* St. Stephens 
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John James 
Delaney Jr. 

 
October 15, 1948 - 
October 26, 2022 

 
 

 
Gloria Alfano 

October 3, 1941 - 
November 26, 2022 

In Memoriam 
We remember all our 
departed brothers and 
sisters with love and 

gratitude. 

Eternal rest, grant unto 
them O Lord  

and let perpetual light  
shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace. 
 

Amen.  

Mark Your Calendar 
December 13, 2022, 5pm  
Advent Penance Service  
December 15, 2022, 6:00pm 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School Christmas Concert 
January 15, 2023, Noon Mass:   

March 12, 2023, 2 pm:   
Youth Confirmation  
March 19, 2023, 1.15 pm:  
Concert by Fr. Stan Fortuna, C.F.R in Seton Hall  
March 20-22, 2023:  
Lenten Retreat with Fr. Stan Fortuna, C.F.R.   
March 23, 2023, 5 pm:   
Lenten Penance Service   
April 23, 2023, 2 pm:  
First Holy Communion  
May 13, 2023, 6 pm:  
Marian Gala to honor mothers at Plantation Bay Country Club  
May 14, 2023, 6.30 pm:    
Concert by Marty Rotella in the church  
October 20-22, 2023 
SEAS Community Fall Festival 

  December 11, 2022 

Bread & Wine 
 

donated this week by  
Carol Dawson 
in memory of 
Frank Smith 

 Readings for the Week of December 11 

Ministries 
 

All Ministry Heads  
need to fill out 

 facility request forms  
at the Rectory  

for your  
2023 meetings. 

Sunday   3rd Sunday of Advent 
 Is 35:1-6a, 10; Ps 146:6-7, 
 8-9, 9-10; Jas 5:7-10; Mt 
 11:2-11 
Monday Feast of Our Lady of 
 Guadalupe 
 Zec 2:14-17; Judith 
 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 
Tuesday Memorial of Saint Lu
 cy, Virgin and Martyr 
 Zep 3:1-2,9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 
 6-7, 17-18, 19, 23; Mt 
 21:28-32 

Wednesday Memorial of Saint John 
 of the Cross, Priest and 
 Doctor of the Church 
 Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25; Ps 
 85:9ab & 10, 11-12, 13-
 14; Lk 7:18b-23 

Thursday Is 54:1-10; Ps 30:2 & 4, 5-
 6, 11-12a &13b;Lk7:24-30 

Friday Is 56:1-3a, 6-8; Ps 67:2-3, 
 5, 7-8; Jn 5:33-36 

Saturday Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-2, 
 3-4ab, 7-8, 17; Mt 1:1-17 
Sunday 4th Sunday of Advent 
 Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 
 5-6; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-
 24 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Please Pray for Our Sick 

     Hannah Marie Lubin (US Navy) 
Charles Salerno TSgt (US Air Force/Germany)     
     CPT. Brendan Leonard (US Army) 
Kyle McCrossen (US Army/Iraq) 
    2nd Lt Christian San Miguel (US Army) 
Stephen Hayes (US Air Force/Iraq) 
    Kevin Daley (US Navy) 
Richard Caban (US Marine) 
    PFC Dylan Vanore. USMC  

 

Although we pray for all of our military, space does not 
permit everyone’s name to be printed.   

Please advise when a person below is no longer 
deployed so we can remove their name from our list. 

Please contact the parish office if you wish to have the 
name of someone listed for 4 weeks.  As a courtesy 

please notify the office when the name can be removed 
or if you wish to have the name continued.  Be sure to 

get the person’s permission first!  
God bless them all & continue to pray for them!  

Please contact the parish office if you 
wish to have the name of someone listed 

for 4 weeks.  
As a courtesy please notify the office 

when the name can be removed or if you wish to have 
the name continued.  

Be sure to get the persons permission first! 
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Please Pray for Our Military 

Adam Esposito 
Alice Asbill 
Aquilda Bleakley 
Anna Maria King 
Ariana Marcette 
Ashley Cooper 
Beatriz Quintero 
Bill Capuano 
Bob Peck 
Brian Davidson 
Carmen Theiling 
Charlie Salerno 
Charles McCloskey 
Charles Scott 
Christine Salerno 
Cynthia Blake 
Daniel Medeiros 
David Leonard 
Deanna Cardillo 
Derek Patrick Freeman 
Diane Purcell 
Diane Rich 
Doug Drohan 
Elizabeth Cretella 
Fran L. Thong 
Gary Martin 
George Bley 
Helen Chappo 
Henry Gardner 
Inez Montoya 
Jake Romaine 
Janine Kerry 
Jennifer Cabral 
Jim Popour 
Joan Carter 
John Frangipane 
John Medeiros 
John Relgan 
John Sandor 
Jonathan Schofield 

                       Joseph Vacellaro              
                          Karen Murphy 

Kayden Henderson 
Larry DeCamillo 

Leslie Garrity 
Linda Colantuono 

                            Liza Mulcahy 
                           Lori Flanagan 
                               Louis Lubin 
          Madison Hope DeVane 

Maria Barros 
Maria Lebone 
Maria Stewart 

     Marie Bernadette Lamarre 
Marie Berry 

Marty Meehen 
Mary Callaghan                 

Mary Doris Kolesar 
Mason Brian DeVane 

Maureen Kubasky  
Michell Henderson 

Michell Pinto 
Mina Bico 

Myrtha Darboux 
Nancy Wright 

Nathaniel Burgess 
Nivia Sandoval 
Patricia Derrig 

Phil Gainey 
Renee Verostek 

Richard Heinrich 
Rita Morris 
Roger Reid 

Roseann Gibba 
Ruby Strickland 
Tara Handsman 

Teresa Kinert 
Theodore Simmons 
Timothy O’Connell 

 

Ten Candles Burning in the Holy of Holies 
 
 

 
December 10—December 16 

 
 

IN MEMORY OF: 
Roseann Bradley; Paulo Malheiros;  

Salud Gaoat;Vincent Positano;  
Thomas Dermody; Frank Napolitano; 

Susana Dizon; Jaime Dizon;  
Merlita D. Valdez; Garrett Hayes 

 
In our Holy of Holies, we have ten candles al-

ways burning around the tabernacle, just as in the 
temple in Jerusalem there were ten lights always 
burning around the Ark of the Covenant. They in-
dicate the presence of our precious Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament. 

 
 
The candles used are seven day candles and may 

be purchased either in memoriam or for the inten-
tions of a loved one for a $10 donation through the 
Seton Shop. This space lists the names of those for 
whom  candles have been purchased. 

Mass on TV  for the Homebound 
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/schedule  

Sunday Mass-8:00am 
 

DIRECTV—Channel: 370/DISH—Channel 261  
SPECTRUM— Channel 169/ATT U-Verse Channel 562 
SIRIUS Radio—Channel 130 /XM/SPECTRUM–Channel 20   

  December 11, 2022 

 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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           Eucharistic Adoration Hours 
 
 

The hours of Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament are from 9 
am to 9 pm, seven days a week.  
 

The Exposition and Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament on 
Fridays also are from 9 am to 9 
pm. The Blessed Sacrament is 
also exposed on the altar for 
adoration on other weekdays 
after the 8.30 am Mass till 10 am.  
 

Please remember that if the Holy of Holies is filled 
you are encouraged to pray in the main worship area 
of the church. 
 
We are asking that you contact Gilda Sadio, (386 225– 
7261 or gilda.sadio@yahoo.com) our Adoration 
Facilitator, and select ONE hour which you will 
commit to. There's no limit to how many parishioners 
can be present every hour since it's in the Church not 
the Holy of Holies, we just want to be sure that there's 
at least one or two persons who will be present every 
hour. 
 
Anyone interested in spending time with Our Lord 

in Adoration should call Gilda Sadio at  
386-225-7261 for availability and information. 

      Las Reunionés del Comité Hispano  
 
son el último martes del mes a las 
6:30pm en el Russo Room adjunto al 
salón social.  Éste comité sirve para 
hablar todos asuntos de la comunidad 
hispana de la parroquia. Todos son 
invitados.   

Fr. Jose never sends out 
email or text messages 
requesting money or gift 
cards for his personal use 
or for the benefit of 
anyone else.  

  December 11, 2022 

 Seminarios de Formación de Fe para Adultos 
  
son cada miércoles a las 
6:30pm en el Rectory 
Meeting Room en el edi-
ficio de la Oficina Parro-
quial. El propósito de 
estos seminarios son pa-
ra ampliar y profundizar 

nuestro conocimiento y experiencia de la Fe.   
Incluyen series en estudio bíblico, teología y misión. 
Todos son invitados. Para más información llamen a 
Marina Medina, 386-445-2200 o Héctor Ortiz o al Padre 
Rob Trujillo, 386-445-2246 ext. 105. 

Daily Exposition and Adoration  
of the Blessed Sacrament 

 
The Blessed Sacrament is exposed on the altar for 
adoration after all the weekday Masses at 8.30 am 
till 10 am. Kindly join us and adore the Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament.  

Please  stop by the bulletin board on the North 
entrance (by the restrooms) to view the latest Respect 
Life information and obtain pamphlets about 
Pregnancy Resource Centers and Project Rachel (One-
on-one counseling for healing after abortion) . 
 
Because Respect Life includes so many aspects of 
human dignity: from conception to natural death, there 
are many topics that need our attention.  
 
A new national initiative: Walking With Moms in 
Need encourages us to assess the needs of our young 
families WITHIN OUR PARISH to  identify local 
services and  where the  gaps are in  their needs.   
 
The teens are being constantly bombarded by internet 
"pop-ups" that entice them to pornographic sites that 
lead to human trafficking.  Much more education is 
needed to alert parents and grandparents to this 
current challenge of our youth.  The diocese offers 
some excellent presenters. 
 
People with Special Needs is another focus, with Day 
Star as a diocesan center for learning. 
 
The Prison Ministry could also be more active in the 
parish, and is always looking for volunteers. 
 
End of Life issues will effect all of us eventually and 
helpful information is available at 
AgingwithDignity.org. 
 
If any of these aspects of Respect Life - Human Dignity 
are of interest to you, please attend our monthly 
meeting - Second Saturday of each month at 9:30 am in 
Seton Hall - Cody Room or contact Respect Life 
Coordinator - Priscilla Positano 352-697-9436 or 
pcposi2324@gmail.com. 
 
IMPORTANT CONTACT NUMBERS 
Human Trafficking Hotline - 888-373-7888 
Pregnancy Help Line 800-848-LOVE (5683) 
Project Rachel 904-923-9203 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Sacraments  
 

Baptism 
Every First and Third Sunday of the month after Noon 
Mass. One preparation class is required. Classes are offered 
every second Monday of the month at 7 pm in the Rectory 
Meeting Room. Please contact the Rectory office in advance. 
Holy Matrimony 
Please contact the Rectory office at least 8 months prior to 
wedding. 
Anointing of the Sick 
If you or your loved one is in need of the Sacrament of 
Anointing please call the Rectory office. We also have 
dedicated Eucharistic Ministers to bring Holy Communion 
to the sick and the homebound. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 2:45-3:45pm, Sunday 30 minutes before Mass, & 
by appt.  
  

Devotions 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
6 am to 9 pm every day except during the time of Mass. 
Exposition and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament from  
9 am on Fridays till 9 pm. 
Rosary 
8 am on weekdays; 4:30pm on Sundays (Spanish) 
Miraculous Medal Novena 
After 8.30 am Mass every Tuesday. 
Novena to St. Joseph 
After 8:30am Mass for the Year of St. Joseph 
 
 

  Religious Education 
 

Parish Religious Education Program (PREP) 
Classes for Grades 1-8 on Wednesdays and Thursdays from 
6.15 pm to 7.30 pm. For more information, please contact 
the Director of Religious Education at the Rectory office 
(386-445-2246; extension 112) 
Children’s Catechism Classes 
All children from 1st through 8th grade who are not 
attending Catholic school should be attending PREP 
classes.  Children preparing for the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist or Confirmation need to attend a two-year 
catechetical program. 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion   
Children preparing for the Sacrament of Reconciliation and 
the Sacrament of the Eucharist need to attend a two-year 
catechetical program which includes six Sunday classes of 
Sacramental preparation prior to each Sacrament. 
Confirmation Formation 
Children preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation need 
to attend a two-year catechetical program which includes 
three Sunday classes of Sacramental preparation and the 
annual Confirmation retreat. 
For more information about Catechism, First Holy 
Communion or Confirmation, please contact Katie  
Allio at 386-445-2246 extension 112. 

 
 

(RCIA) 
Please call the Director of Christian Formation at the 
Rectory office if any non-Catholic is interested in joining the 
Catholic Church (386-445-2246; extension 112). Classes will 
begin in October. 
 

Holy Orders and Religious Life 
If you believe that you or someone you know  has a 
vocation to the priesthood or religious life, please contact 

frjared@saccfl.org  
  

            Seton Shop            
        Hours 

 
 

                          OPEN 
    Tues/Thurs  

    after 8:30am Mass, 
   Saturdays  

   after 4:00pm Mass 
  and   

after ALL Masses     
on Sundays  

 
    CLOSED  

    Mon/Wed/Fri 
 

SALE! 
40% off certain items! 

 
Stop by and start your 

shopping early! 

See you in the shop! 
 

 
Poor Box 

Donations 
                    
 

December 4 
$2,425.44 

 
Angel Tree—$1.105.00 

 Prayer for the Unborn 
 
Lord, Creator of Life, you have 
blessed us with the privilege of 
bringing new life into the 
world.  May your Holy Spirit 
open our hearts and minds to 
recognize Your special gift of 
children, and Your great love for 
each of us created in Your image 
and likeness. You sent Your son Jesus to redeem 
us and through love He entered our world. We 
now turn to Mary, our Mother, for her interces-
sion as we struggle to protect innocent unborn 
children.  Following Mary's example may we 
proclaim the truth of our faith, assist those in cri-
sis and protect those most vulnerable. We ask 
this through Christ, Our Lord.  
Amen. 

Worship Aid/Mass QR Code 
 
Go to our website http://seaspcfl.org/
worship-aids to download the Worship Aid. 

  December 11, 2022 

597-3359 
Open  Mon, Wed, Fri  

 10am - 1pm 

Pantry Needs: 
 pork and beans, rice, 

canned fruit and pasta  
 
 

Thank you for your 
continued support!  

Cenáculo  
La Llama de Amor del Inmaculado  

Corazón de María"  
Cuando: Martes Hora: 7:00pm 

En persona Salon Ruso Plataforma Zoom: 
Zoom.us  

(Bajar Zoom en las aplicaciones) Meeting ID: 
2239918037 clave: lallama Preguntas:  

Alba Dimas, 939-332-5615  
Norma Maisonet, 917-834-6181  

email: flameoflovepcfl@gmail.com  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Prayer And Devotional Groups

Adoration
Contact:Gildasadio1@Yahoo.com
Adoration Prayer Group
Contact: Marilou Mallada
6094681477 
Angels of Mercy
Contact: Hilda Rausini
386 446-4789, 237-8586 (cell)
Rita1947@aol.com
Bible Study
Contact: Pedyne Joseph   
386 445-2246
Bio Ethics
Contact: Deacon Ed Wolfe
wolffpack@bellsouth.net
Celebration of the Virgin Mary,
“Un Pueblo Mariano”
Contact: Alba Dimas 386 445-2246
flameoflovepcfl@gmail.com
Ines Becker 386 445-7759/
inesbecker@bellsouth.net
Charismatic Prayer Group
English Language 
Contact: Betti Masi
Spirituallife@Seaspcfl.org
Spanish Language: Salvador Florez 
Contact: 386 338-2976
Spirituallife@Seaspcfl.org
Cursillo/Ultreya
Contact: Alise Mckinney:
Alisemck@Live.Com
Marina Medina
Velez41@Yahoo.Com   
Divine Mercy Prayer Group
Contact: Margarita Serrano
786 210-8792
Evangelization 
Contact: Denise LaFrance
Palmcoasthomestore.com
Flame of Love
Contact: Alba Dimas & 
Norma Maisonet386 445-2246  
flameoflovepcfl@gmail.com
Kerygma Groups
Contact: Deacon Mike McKenna
386 445-2246
Deaconmike430@gmail.com
Lectio Divina Group
Contact: Irma V. Catalan
Spirituallife@Seaspcfl.org
Lord of Miracles
Contact: Ines Becker 386 445-7759,
inesbecker@bellsouth.net
Natural Family Planning
Contact: David and Marcela Medina
Marcedemedina@Hotmail.com 

Portuguese Prayer Group
Contact:  Deacon Jose
homem4@aol.com
Spirituallife@Seaspcfl.org
Regina Pacis & Medjugorje Prayer Group
Contact: Carole And Bob Storme
Spirituallife@Seaspcfl.org
Rosa Mystica Prayer Group
Contact: Lucy Pono
Rosary Cenacle Prayer Group
Contact: Marie Estabrook
386 447-0847,
spirtituallife@seaspcfl.org 
Rosary Makers
Contact: Marta Quijano 787 605-8887
vequi1@hotmail.com
San Lorenzo Ruiz
Contact: Deacon Tom/Necitas 
Spirituallife@Seaspcfl.org
Spanish Prayer Group
Contact: Salvador Florez 386 338-2976
Spirituallife@Seaspcfl.org
St. Nino Prayer Group
Contact: Marilou Mallada 
609-468-1477 
Marilou.Mallada@verizon.net
St. Padre Pio Prayer Group
Contact: Hilda Rausini
Rita1947@Aol.com
Storming Heaven 
Prayers Ministry
Contact: Hilda Rausini 
386 446-4789, 
Cell/text 386 237-8586
Rita1947@aol.com
Sunday Scripture Prayer Group
Contact: Pat Eccleston 
Spirituallife@Seaspcfl.org
Teams Of Our Lady
Contact: Nate & Barbara Flach
nwflach@aol.com; 
Larry and Mary Kay Kuchta, 
386-503-7718, marykay@5gators.com
Our Lady Of Perpetual Help
Contact: Marilou Mallada 
609-468-1477 
Marilou.Mallada@verizon.net
Lay Carmelites
Contact: Ramonita Fiorentino 
Spirituallife@Seaspcfl.org
Secular Franciscans
Contact: Pam Cowles, 
plcowles@bellsouth.net

Service Groups

Altar Servers/Lectors
Contact: Elaine Leonard, 
eleonard@Seaspcfl.org
Bingo 
Contact:
Parishlife@Seaspcfl.org
Black Catholic Guild
Contact: Madeline Montgomery 
386 445-2246
Extraordinary Ministers Of 
Holy Communion
Contacts Elaine Leonard, 
eleonard@seaspcfl.org
Faith Formation
Contact:  Katie Allio  
Kallio@Seaspcfl.org
Greeters
Contact: Ron Cowles
Parishlife@Seaspcfl.org
Home Sweet Home/
Cleaning Ministry
Contact: Hilda Rausini
rita1947@aol.com
Knights of Columbus Auxiliary
Contact: Pat Heil 
patty.heil@aol.com
Knights of Columbus
Contact: Owen Thompson
386 445-2246
Ladies Guild
Contact: Debbie Cremeans
386 445-2246
Lazos De Amor (Ribbons of Love)
Contact: John Merced: 732-778-0363 
lt195jm@gmail.com
Legion Of Mary
Contact: Dave DiNardi
Spirituallife@Seaspcfl.org
Little Angels Choir
Contact: Cody Lucinda Biggs
littleflowersacademy@aol.com
Men’s Club
Contact: Ed Bajer
emtbajer@aol.com
Multi-Cultural
Contact: Marina Medina
multicultural150@gmail.com
Music Ministry/Choir
Contact: Don Roy  
Droy7@Cfl.Rr.com  
Gilda Sadio                 
Gildasadio1@Yahoo.com
Outreach Ministry
Contact: 386 597-3359 
Prison Ministry
Contact: Deacon Bob           
bigblue62fla@gmail.com

Respect Life
Contact: Priscilla Positano 
pcposi2324@gmail.com
Sacristans
Contact: E.Leonard 

@seaspcfl.org
386 445-2246
Seton Library
Contact: Harriett Acocella     
Paradise1416hv@Cfl.Rr.com
Seton Shop
Contact: Sue Shierling  
Sshierling1@ Gmail.com
Spiritual Life Committee
Contact: Sylvia Reyes 
srayes@cfl.rr.com
Seton Hall
Contact: Larry DeCamillo 
seton-hall@seaspcfl.org
Sunday Hospitality
Contact: Charlie Salerno 386 503-6288
Ushers
Contact: Jamie Burns
Parishlife@Seaspcfl.org
Welcome Desk 
Contact: Elizabeth Foran
386 445-2246 ext 122
eforan@seaspcfl.org
Youth Ministry
Contact: Jeremy Vest    
Jvest@Seaspcfl.org
Youth Praise & Worship 
Contact: Cody Lucinda Biggs
littleflowersacademy@aol.com

SEAS Support Groups

Bereavement
Contact:  Pam Cowles           
Healthministry@Seaspcfl.org
Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support
Contact: Pam Cowles           
Healthministry@Seaspcfl.org
Health Ministry
Contact: Pam Cowles  
Healthministry@Seaspcfl.org
Cancer Support Group
Contact: Louise Kummer
Healthministry@Seaspcfl.org
Hospital Ministry
Contact: John Merced: 732-778-0363
Telecare Ministry
Contact: Pat Eccleston/Joyce Petrole; 
386-445-2246
info@seaspcfl.org

Ministries            Need to update this list?  email pjenkins@seaspcfl.org

December 11, 2022

SUNDAY, December 11
9:00am      Coffee/Donuts—(& 11:00am)
9:00am      Breakfast  with Santa—Seton Hall
11:00am    Life Teen Summit– Cody Room
1:00pm     Marian Celebration/Virgen Guadelupe—Seton Hall
MONDAY,  December 12
9:00am      Exposition & Adoration  after 8:30am Mass until 10:00am-Church
9:00am      Rosary Makers-Rectory Meeting Room
3:30pm     Alzheimer's Support Group—Rectory Meeting Room
6:00pm     Seasons of Hope/Grief Support Group-Rectory Meeting Room
6:30pm     Great American Bible Study-Seton Hall
6:30pm     Life Teen  Discipleship Group (HS)—Youth Room
7:00pm     Spanish Prayer Group-Men's Club Room
7:00pm     Baptism Class—Rectory Meeting Room
TUESDAY, December 13
9:00am     Exposition & Adoration  after 8:30am Mass until 10:00am-Church
9:00am     Legion of Mary Meeting-Rectory Meeting Room
9:15am     Health Ministry Meeting—Cody Room
10:00am   Arts & Crafts-Russo Room
1:00pm     Black Catholic General Meeting-Rectory Meeting Room
4:30pm     SEAS Spanish Choir—Church
5:00pm     Advent Penance Service—Church
6:00pm     Kerygma St Thomas—Cody Room
6:30pm     Portuguese Rosary Society-Rectory Meeting Room
WEDNESDAY, December 14
9:00am     Exposition & Adoration after 8:30am Mass until 10:00am-Church
10:00am   Seasons of Hope/Grief Support Group- Rectory Meeting Room
1:00pm     Rosary Cenacle Meeting- Rectory Meeting Room
3:00pm     OMPH Prayer Group—Russo Room
6:00pm     SEAS Praise & Worship Choir-Church
6:30pm     Seminario de Formacion de fe (Para Adultos) -Rectory Mtg Room
7:00pm     Portuguese Prayer Group-Cody Room

7:00pm     La llama de Amor-Russo Room
THURSDAY,  December 15
9:00am     Exposition & Adoration after 8:30am Mass until 10:00am-Church
11:00am   K of C Ladies—Rectory Meeting Room
11:00am   Ladies Guild Christmas Luncheon—Seton Hall
1:30pm     Charismatic Prayer Group—Russo Room
5:00pm     Nov al Nino Dios /Hispanic Committee—Men’s Club
5:30pm     K of C Officers Meeting—Cody Room
6:00pm     K of C Meeting—Seton Hall
6:00pm     RCIA Meeting –Rectory Meeting Room
6:00pm     SEAS School Christmas Concert—Church
7:00pm     Divina Misericordia Espanol-Russo Room
7:00pm     SEAS Choir Practice—Church
FRIDAY, December 16
9:00am      Exposition & Adoration after 8:30am Mass until 9:00pm-Church
10:00am    Seton Library Book Prep—Rectory Meeting Room
1:00pm      Sunday Scripture Prayer Group-Rectory Meeting Room
5:00pm     Nov al Nino Dios /Hispanic Committee—Men’s Club
6:00pm     Youth Group “Edge”-Youth Room
SATURDAY, December 17
7:30am      Multicultural Ministry Breakfast-Seton Hall
9:00am      Adoration Prayer Group -
9:30am      Great American Bible Study-Rectory Meeting Room
11:30am    Angel Tree—Seton Hall
4:00pm      Ladies Guikd Bake Sale—Cody/Russo Room
5:00pm      Nov al Nino Dios /Hispanic Committee—Men’s Club
SUNDAY, December 18
8:00am      Ladies Guild Bake Sale—Cody Room
8:00am      Angel Tree (til 10:00pm)-Seton Hall
9:00am      Coffee/Donuts—(& 11:00am)
11:00am    Life Teen Summit– Cody/Russo  Room
5:00pm      Nov al Nino Dios /Hispanic Committee—Men’s Club

This Week In Our Parish

December
17/18

Saturday
4:00PM
Church

Saturday
6:00PM

St. Stephens

Sunday
8:00AM
Church

Sunday
10:00AM
Church

Sunday
12:00 PM
Church

Sunday
5:00PM

St. Stephens

Lectors Kathy Timlin
John Clarke

Dianne
Roberge

Liz McKenna
Mel Gawat

Maria Pereira
Kathy Warner

Shirley Edsell-Quaye
Aileen Knox

Norm
Mugford

Eucharistic 
Ministers

Team # 3 Andrea
Parham

Team # 4 Team # 5 Team # 1 Linda
Mugford
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Funeral Home, Memorial Gardens & Crematory

Est. 2019

Gormet Kitchen

Don Luigi’s
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