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The wearing 
of  face 

 masks is  
optional  

(per new CDC  
guidance), 
and safe  

distancing is 
no longer 
required.  

December 25 
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Online Giving…..$5,263.00 
      Total…….…..$54,041.00 
School Support…$1,725.00 

Grand Total…...$55.766.00 
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Catholic Relief Svc…$1,433.00 
        Total…………$46,103.10 
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All restrictions 
have been 

lifted related 
to COVID-19 in 
our parishes. 
Parishioners 
are asked to 

take the 
necessary 

precautions 
they feel most 
comfortable 
with for their 
own health 
and safety. 

Thank you for your support.  
Donate to our parish by  

using Online Giving. 
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From the desk of Fr. Jose Panthaplamthottiyil 

    January 8, 2023 

Benedict XVI: A Pope for the Ages   
When Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI died on December 
31, 2022, Pope Francis said, “The thought goes sponta-
neously to the dearly beloved Pope Emeritus Benedict 
XVI, who left us this morning. With emotion, we re-
member him, as so noble and so kind. We feel in our 
hearts so much gratitude: gratitude to God for having 
given him to the Church and to the world; gratitude to 
him for all the good he accomplished, and especially for 
his witness of faith and prayer, especially in these last 
years of his retired life.”   
   
As Pope Francis said, Catholics all over the world remain 
grateful to God for giving us Pope Benedict XVI, who 
was such a great witness to the faith of the Church and 
taught it with clarity and passion at a time of confusion 
and increasing secularization in the Christian world. 
Pope Benedict XVI, who authored many solid theologi-
cal books and treatises, found 
the expression of his faith in his 
friendship with Jesus Christ and 
promoted it always.  
    
During the homily of his first 
papal Mass, Pope Benedict XVI 
said, “Do not be afraid! Open 
wide the doors for Christ! Are 
we not perhaps all afraid in 
some way? If we let Christ en-
ter fully into our lives if we 
open ourselves totally to Him, 
are we not afraid that He might 
take something away from us?” 
Answering his question, he con-
tinued: “No! If we let Christ into 
our lives, we lose nothing, noth-
ing, absolutely nothing of what 
makes life free, beautiful, and 
great. No! Only in this friendship do we experience 
beauty and liberation. When we give ourselves to him, 
we receive a hundredfold in return. Yes, open wide the 
doors to Christ – and you will find true life.”   
   
After Benedict XVI allowed Jesus to enter his life and 
opened his heart totally to him as a young boy, he grew 
in his friendship with Jesus and received a hundredfold 
in return as his life testifies. Born in the Bavarian village 
of Marktl am Inn in Germany on April 16, 1927, as Jo-
seph Aloisius Ratzinger, he was ordained a priest in 
1951. By the time he was 31, he had become a well-
recognized university professor and a great theologian.   
 
In 1977, Pope Paul VI appointed him as the Archbishop 
of Munich and Freising even though he had little pasto-
ral experience. In the same year, he also became a car-
dinal. In 1981, he was appointed Prefect of the Congre-
gation for the Doctrine of the Faith in Rome. In 2002, he 
became the Dean of the College of Cardinals. Until he 
became pope on April 19, 2005, he served the Church 
faithfully as the head of the Congregation for the Doc-
trine of the Faith.    
  
After being a pope for only eight years, Benedict XVI 

shocked the world by resigning on February 11, 2013, 
citing “a lack of strength of mind and body” due to his 
advanced age. Benedict XVI was the 265th pope of the 
Catholic Church and the first to step down since the re-
tirement of Pope Gregory XII in 1415.    
    
As the Supreme Shepherd of the Church, Pope Benedict 
XVI continued the policies of his predecessor St. John 
Paul II, in giving intellectual and moral clarity to faith in 
a world beset by relativism and secular values. He wrote 
three encyclicals, Deus Caritas est (God is love), Spe 
Salvi (Saved by hope), and Caritas in Veritate (Love in 
Truth), to rekindle faith and strengthen the faithful in 
living their commitment to Jesus as his disciples and 
apostles.    
  
The publications of Pope Benedict during his papacy in-
clude the widely acclaimed three volumes of Jesus of 

Nazareth. In these books, 
Pope Benedict gives us an au-
thentic portrait of Jesus, de-
scribing the significant events 
in the life of Jesus and his mes-
sages. However, there are also 
other important publications 
by Pope Benedict, 
like Introduction to Christiani-
ty, which he published long 
before becoming the pope.  
    
Pope Benedict’s native lan-
guage was German. He was 
also proficient in English, 
French, Italian, Spanish, and 
Portuguese. He also knew 

Latin, Biblical Hebrew, and Bib-
lical Greek. Pope Benedict was 

a great pope, an erudite scholar, an accomplished writ-
er, and a great theologian. In fact, he is considered as 
one of the brilliant theologians of the 20th century.  
    
I have fond memories of this great pope, as I had the 
privilege to meet him a couple of times. I met him for 
the first time when I went to Rome in 2010 while I was 
the Superior General of my religious community, Car-
melites of Mary Immaculate (CMI). The second time I 
met him was when I attended the Synod of Bishops on 
New Evangelization in October 2012. I participated in 
this three-week-long synod in Rome as a special invitee 
of the pope. At that time, I was the CMI Superior Gen-
eral and the President of the Priests’ section of the Con-
ference of Religious of India (CRI).   
   
When I delivered my prepared speech during the Synod, 
Pope Benedict XVI was present, and he had a copy of 
my address in front of him. Later, during a break, I pre-
sented him with a copy of my booklet on evangeliza-
tion. He was very gracious and kind and listened to 
what I had to say about myself and my work. He wished 
me well and gave me his blessing. I still remember his 
smile and gracious manners. He is a pope for the ages. 
He will be remembered with love and admiration by the 
faithful for a long time.  

Fr. Jose presenting his booklet on Evangelization to Pope 
Benedict XVI in Rome during the Synod of Bishops on 

New Evangelization in October 2012.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Benedicto XVI: Un Papa para Todos Los Tiempos  
Cuando el Papa Emérito Benedicto XVI murió el 31 de 
Diciembre de 2022, el Papa Francisco dijo: “El pensam-
iento se dirige espontáneamente al muy amado Papa 
Emérito Benedicto XVI, quien nos dejó esta mañana. 
Con emoción lo recordamos, tan noble y tan bon-
dadoso. Sentimos en el corazón tanta gratitud: gratitud 
a Dios por haberlo dado a la Iglesia y al mundo; gratitud 
a él por todo el bien que realizó, y especialmente por su 
testimonio de fe y oración, especialmente en estos últi-
mos años de su vida retirada”. 
  
Como dijo el Papa Francisco, los Católicos de todo el 
mundo siguen agradecidos a Dios por darnos al Papa 
Benedicto XVI, quien fue un gran testigo de la fe de la 
Iglesia y la enseñó con claridad y pasión en un momento 
de confusión y creciente secularización en el mundo 
Cristiano. El Papa Benedicto XVI, autor de muchos libros 
y tratados teológicos sólidos, encontró la expresión de 
su fe en su amistad con Jesucristo y la promovió siem-
pre. 
  
Durante la homilía de su pri-
mera Misa papal, el Papa Bene-
dicto XVI dijo: “¡No tengan 
miedo! ¡Abran las puertas de 
par en par a Cristo! ¿No tene-
mos tal vez todos miedo de al-
guna manera? Si dejamos que 
Cristo entre de lleno en nuestra 
vida, si nos abrimos totalmente 
a Él, ¿no tenemos miedo de que 
nos quite algo?”. Respondiendo 
a su pregunta, continuó: “¡No! 
Si dejamos entrar a Cristo en 
nuestra vida, no perdemos na-
da, nada, absolutamente nada 
de lo que hace la vida libre, bel-
la y grande. ¡No! Sólo en esta 
amistad experimentamos belle-
za y liberación. Cuando nos en-
tregamos a Él, recibimos cien 
veces más a cambio. Sí, abre de par en par las puertas a 
Cristo, y encontrarás la verdadera vida”. 
  
Después de que Benedicto XVI permitió que Jesús en-
trara en su vida y le abrió su corazón totalmente cuando 
era un niño, creció en su amistad con Jesús y recibió a 
cambio el ciento por uno como lo testifica su vida. Naci-
do en el pueblo Bavaro de Marktl am Inn en Alemania el 
16 de Abril de 1927, como Joseph Aloisius Ratzinger, fue 
ordenado sacerdote en 1951. A los 31 años, se había 
convertido en un reconocido profesor universitario y un 
gran teólogo. En 1977, el Papa Pablo VI lo nombró Ar-
zobispo de Munich y Freising a pesar de que tenía poca 
experiencia pastoral. En el mismo año, también se con-
virtió en cardenal. En 1981 fue nombrado Prefecto de la 
Congregación para la Doctrina de la Fe en Roma. En 
2002, se convirtió en Decano del Colegio Cardenalicio. 
Hasta que se convirtió en Papa el 19 de Abril de 2005, 
sirvió fielmente a la Iglesia como cabeza de la Congrega-
ción para la Doctrina de la Fe. 
  
Después de ser Papa por solo ocho años, Benedicto XVI 
conmocionó al mundo al renunciar el 11 de Febrero de 

2013, alegando “falta de fuerza mental y física” debido 
a su avanzada edad. Benedicto XVI fue el Papa número 
265 de la Iglesia Católica y el primero en dimitir desde la 
jubilación del Papa Gregorio XII en 1415. 
 
 Como Pastor Supremo de la Iglesia, el Papa Benedicto 
XVI continuó las políticas de su predecesor San Juan 
Pablo II, dando claridad intelectual y moral a la fe en un 
mundo acosado por el relativismo y los valores secula-
res. Escribió tres encíclicas, Deus Caritas Est (Dios es 
Amor), Spe Salvi (Salvados por La Esperanza) y Caritas in 
Veritate (Amor en La Verdad), reavivar la fe y fortalecer 
a los fieles en la vivencia de su compromiso con Jesús 
como sus discípulos y apóstoles 
  
Las publicaciones del Papa Benedicto durante su papa-
do incluyen los tres volúmenes ampliamente aclamados 
de Jesús de Nazaret. En estos libros, el Papa Benedicto 
nos da un retrato auténtico de Jesús, describiendo los 
eventos significativos en la vida de Jesús y sus mensajes. 
Sin embargo, también hay otras publicaciones im-

portantes del Papa Benedic-
to, como Introducción al Cris-
tianismo, que publicó mucho 
antes de convertirse en Papa. 
  
El idioma nativo del Papa 
Benedicto era el Alemán. 
También dominaba los idio-
mas Inglés, Francés, Italiano, 
Español y Portugués. 
También sabía Latín, Hebreo 
Bíblico y Griego Bíblico. El 
Papa Benedicto fue un gran 
Papa, un estudiante erudito, 
un consumado escritor y un 
gran teólogo. De hecho, está 
considerado como uno de los 
teólogos brillantes del siglo 
XX. 
  

Guardo gratos recuerdos de este gran Papa, ya que tuve 
el privilegio de reunirme con él un par de veces. Lo 
conocí por primera vez cuando fui a Roma en 2010 cu-
ando era el Superior General de mi Comunidad Religi-
osa, Carmelitas de María Inmaculada (CMI). La segunda 
vez que lo conocí fue cuando asistí al Sínodo de los 
Obispos sobre la Nueva Evangelización en Octubre de 
2012. Participé en este sínodo de tres semanas en Roma 
como invitado especial del Papa. En ese momento, yo 
era el Superior General CMI y el Presidente de la sec-
ción de Sacerdotes de la Conferencia de Religiosos de la 
India (CRI). 
  
Cuando pronuncié mi discurso preparado durante el 
Sínodo, el Papa Benedicto XVI estaba presente y tenía 
una copia de mi discurso frente a él. Más tarde, durante 
un descanso, le entregué una copia de mi Folleto Sobre 
Evangelización. Fue muy cortés y amable y escuchó lo 
que tenía que decir sobre mí y mi trabajo. Me deseó lo 
mejor y me dio su bendición. Todavía recuerdo su son-
risa y sus buenos modales. Es un Papa para los siglos. 
Será recordado con amor y admiración por los fieles du-
rante mucho tiempo. 

Padre José presentando su folleto sobre la evangelización 
al Papa Benedicto XVI en Roma durante el Sínodo de los 

Obispos sobre la Nueva Evangelización en octubre de 2012. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Desde el Escritorio del Pastor, Padre Jose Panthaplamthottiyil 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church,  Palm Coast, Florida 32164 , page 5   January 8, 2023 

Bento XVI: Um Papa para todas as Eras 

Quando o Papa Emérito Bento XVI morreu no dia 31 de 
Dezembro de 2022, o Papa Francisco disse: “O 
pensamento vai espontâneamente para o querido Papa 
Emérito Bento XVI, que nos deixou esta manhã. Com 
emoção, lembramo-nos dele, tão nobre e sempre 
amável. Sentimos nos nossos corações tanta gratidão: 
gratidão a Deus por tê-lo dado à Igreja e ao mundo; 
gratidão a ele por todo o bem que conseguiu, e 
especialmente pelo seu testemunho de fé e oração, 
muito especialmente nestes últimos anos da sua vida 
aposentada.” 
    
Como disse o Papa Francisco, os Católicos de todo o 
mundo continuam gratos a Deus por nos terem dado o 
Papa Bento XVI, que foi um grande testemunho da fé 
da Igreja e a ensinou com clareza e paixão num 
momento de confusão e crescente secularização no 
mundo Cristão. O Papa Bento XVI, autor de muitos 
livros sólidos em teologia, encontrou a expressão da 
sua fé na sua amizade com Jesus Cristo e promoveu-a 
sempre. 
     
Durante a homília da sua primeira Missa papal, o Papa 
Bento XVI disse: “Não tenham medo! Abram as portas a 
Cristo! Será que não temos medo algum? Se deixarmos 
Cristo entrar plenamente nas nossas vidas se nos 
abrirmos totalmente a Ele, será que não temos medo 
que ele nos tire alguma coisa?” Respondendo à sua 
pergunta, continuou: “Não! Se deixarmos Cristo entrar 
nas nossas vidas, não perdemos nada, nada, 
absolutamente nada do que torna a vida livre, bela e 
grande. Não! Só com essa amizade é que gozamos da 
beleza e da libertação. Quando nos entregarmos a ele, 
recebemos o bem cem vezes em troca. Sim, abram as 
portas a Cristo--e encontrarão a verdadeira vida.” 
    
Depois de Bento XVI ter permitido que Jesus entrasse 
na sua vida e lhe abrisse totalmente o seu coração 
quando era jovem, cresceu na sua amizade com Jesus e 
recebeu cem vezes em troca, como a sua vida 
demonstrou. Nascido na aldeia Bávara de Marktl am 
Inn, na Alemanha, no dia 16 de Abril de 1927, com o 
nome de Joseph Aloísius Ratzinger, foi ordenado padre 
em 1951. Aos 31 anos, tornou-se um reconhecido 
professor universitário e um grande teólogo. 
 
Em 1977, o Papa Paulo VI nomeou-o Arcebispo de 
Munique e Freising, apesar de ter pouca experiência 
pastoral. No mesmo ano, tornou-se também Cardeal. 
Em 1981, foi nomeado Prefeito da Congregação para a 
Doutrina da Fé em Roma. Em 2002, tornou-se Reitor do 
Colégio dos Cardeais. Até se tornar Papa em 19 de Abril 
de 2005, serviu fielmente a Igreja como chefe da 
Congregação para a Doutrina da Fé. 
  
Depois de ter sido papa por apenas oito anos, Bento 

XVI chocou o mundo ao demitir-se em 11 de Fevereiro 
de 2013, citando “uma falta de força de mente e do 
corpo” devido à sua idade avançada. Bento XVI foi o 
265º Papa da Igreja Católica e o primeiro a demitir-se 
desde a reforma do Papa Gregório XII em 1415. 
Como Pastor Supremo da Igreja, o Papa Bento XVI 
continuou a administração como o seu antecessor São 
João Paulo II, ao dar clareza intelectual e moral à fé 
num mundo marcado pelo relativismo e pelos valores 
seculares. Escreveu três encíclicas, Deus Cáritas est 
(Deus é amor), Spe Salvi (Salvo pela esperança), e 
Cáritas em Veritate (Amor na Verdade), para reacender 
a fé e fortalecer os fiéis na vida do seu compromisso 
com Jesus como seus discípulos e apóstolos.     
  
As publicações do Papa Bento XVI durante o seu 
papado incluem os muito aclamados três volumes de 
Jesus de Nazaré.  Nestes livros, o Papa Bento XVI dá-nos 
um retrato autêntico de Jesus, descrevendo os 
acontecimentos significativos na vida de Jesus e das 
suas mensagens. No entanto, há também outras 
publicações importantes do Papa Bento XVI, como A 
Introdução ao Cristianismo, que publicou muito antes 
de se tornar papa.   
     
A língua nativa do Papa Bento XVI era o Alemão. Foi 
também proficiente em Inglês, Francês, Italiano, 
Espanhol e Português. Ele também sabia Latim, o 
Hebraico Bíblico e o Grego Bíblico. O Papa Bento XVI foi 
um grande papa, um estudioso erudito, um escritor 
realizado e um grande teólogo. Na verdade, é 
considerado um dos brilhantes teólogos do século XX. 
     
Tenho boas recordações deste grande Papa, pois tive o 
privilégio de conhecê-lo por duas vezes. Conheci-o pela 
primeira vez quando fui a Roma em 2010, quando era o 
Superior Geral da minha comunidade religiosa, 
Carmelitas de Maria Imaculada (CMI). A segunda vez 
que o vi foi quando participei no Sínodo dos Bispos 
sobre a Nova Evangelização, em Outubro de 2012. 
Participei neste sínodo de três semanas em Roma como 
convidado especial do Papa. Nessa altura, eu era o 
Superior-Geral da CMI e Presidente da Secção de 
Sacerdotes da Conferência Religiosa na Índia (CRI). 
    
Quando fiz o meu discurso preparado durante o Sínodo, 
o Papa Bento XVI esteve presente, e ele tinha uma 
cópia do meu discurso à sua frente. Mais tarde, durante 
um intervalo, apresentei-lhe uma cópia do meu folheto 
sobre evangelização. Foi muito amável e ouviu o que eu 
tinha a dizer sobre mim e o meu trabalho. Desejou-me 
felicidades e deu-me a sua bênção. Ainda me lembro do 
seu sorriso e boas maneiras. É papa para todas as eras. 
Será recordado com amor e admiração pelos fiéis por 
muito tempo. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Sunday Readings Explained– 182- Fr. Tony Kadavil  

Feast of Ephiphany 
 Feast of Epiphany, Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mathew 2:1-12 
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Introduction 
The Greek word, Epiphany (επιφάνεια), which means 
appearance or manifestation or showing forth, is used 
to describe   Jesus’ first appearance to the Gentiles.   
Originally, the word Epiphany referred to the visit of a 
king to the people of his provinces. In the context of 
Christianity, "Epiphany" refers to God’s Self-revelation 
as well as to the revelation of Jesus as His Son. The 
Feast of the Epiphany, having originated in the East in 
the late second century, is an older celebration than the 
feast of Christmas.  In Italy and Spain, the gifts tradition-
ally associated with the Christmas season are ex-
changed today, on the feast of the Epiphany. Among 
Italians, it is believed that the gifts are brought by the 
old woman, Befana (from Epiphany), whereas Spanish 
custom attributes the gifts to the Kings or Magi.  
 
In the Western Church, the feast commemorates the 
coming of the Magi as the occasion for the first mani-
festation of Christ to the Gentiles; in the Eastern 
Church, the feast also commemorates   the baptism of 
Christ. The angels revealed Jesus to the shepherds, and 
the star revealed Jesus to the Magi, who had already 
received hints of Him from Jewish Scriptures. Some thir-
ty years later, God the Father revealed to Israel    
Jesus' identity as His Son, as John baptized Jesus in the 
Jordan.  In the synagogue at Nazareth, Jesus revealed 
Himself as the promised Messiah.   Finally, Jesus re-
vealed His Divinity by turning water into wine at the 
wedding of Cana. These multiple revelations are all sug-
gested by the Feast of the Epiphany.   
     
First Reading, Isaiah 60:1-6 
Today’s first reading from Prophet Isaiah is chosen part-
ly because it mentions non-Jews bringing gifts in hom-
age to the God of Israel. Here the Prophet Isaiah, con-
soling the people in exile, speaks of the restoration of 
New Jerusalem from which the glory of Yahweh be-
comes visible even to the pagan nations. “Jerusalem,”  
the prophet Isaiah cries out, “your light has come in the 

midst of darkness and thick clouds covering the earth; 
the glory of the Lord shines upon you.” For the people 
of Israel, then in exile in a foreign land, Isaiah was 
promising redemption, renewal, and restoration –a new 
life, to be lived in their own land.  
 
And the promise goes beyond the Jewish people to  
include all peoples. For the prophecy continues, 
“Nations will come to your light, and kings to the bright-
ness of your dawn.” Thus, in this passage, the prophecy 
which the Lord God gives His people celebrates the Di-
vine Light that will emanate from Jerusalem, and  it pic-
tures all the nations acknowledging and enjoying that 
Light and walking by It. As a sign of gratitude for the 
priceless lessons of Faith offered by Jerusalem, the na-
tions will bring wealth by land and sea, especially gold 
for the Temple and frankincense for the sacrifice. 
 
Everyone will be drawn to Jerusalem because the radi-
ance of God’s favor rests on her. This prophecy of Isaiah 
is realized in Jesus Christ, God’s Anointed One (Christ;  
Messiah),  Savior of the world, and in His Church, the 
New Jerusalem made up of Jews and Gentiles. Today’s 
Responsorial Psalm (Ps 72) declares “The kings of Tar-
shish  and the Isles shall offer gifts; the Kings of Arabia 
and Seba shall bring tribute. All kings shall pay Him 
homage, all nations shall serve Him” (vv 12-13). In 
Christ, God is calling together the one human race to 
acknowledge and serve Him in holiness. Thus, this  
reading with its response expresses Hope for a time 
when “the people of God” will embrace all nations. 
 
Second Reading, Ephesians 3:2-3a, 
As a privileged recipient of a Divine “epiphany,” Saint 
Paul, in today’s second reading, reveals God’s “secret 
plan,” that the Gentiles also have a part with the Jews in 
Divine blessings. Affirming the mystery of God’s plan of 
salvation in Christ, Paul explains that the plan of God 
includes both Jews and Gentiles. Jesus implements this 
Divine plan by extending membership in the Church,  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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making it available to all peoples. Thus, the Jews and 
the Gentiles have become, “coheirs, members of the 
same Body and copartners in the promise in Christ Je-
sus through the Gospel.” Hence, there are no second-
class members in the Church among Christian believers. 
Paul declares that he has been commissioned by Christ 
to make this mystery known to the world.  
Gospel Reading, Mathew 2:1-12 
Today’s gospel reading teaches us how Christ enriches 
those who bring Him their hearts. These pagan Magi 
were acceptable to God because they feared God and 
did what was right.  Since the Magi came with humble  
joy in their hearts to visit the Christ Child, God allowed 
them to see wondrous things. At the same time, today’s 
Gospel hints at different reactions to the news of Jesus’ 
birth, foreshadowing Jesus’  passion and death, as well 
as the risen Jesus’ mandate to make disciples of all na-
tions (Mt 28:19). 
The first two chapters of Matthew’s Gospel together 
with Luke, Chapters 1 and 2, come under the heading 
“infancy narratives.” They have been described by Ray-
mond E. Brown (The Birth of the Messiah, Image Books, 
New York: 1979), as a “Gospel in miniature,” in which 
the evangelist has set forth the basic 
tenets of the Good News, namely, (1) 
the universal scope of salvation; (2) 
an affirmation of Jesus’ Divine origins 
and Messianic mission; (3) the impli-
cations of God’s plan and of Jesus’ 
mission for the Church, i.e. a missiol-
ogy of world-wide proportions.  
Magi and the Star: The Magi were 
not Kings, but a caste of Persian 
priests who served Kings by using 
their skills in interpreting dreams and 
the movements of the stars. The sixth century Italian 
tradition that the Magi finding Jesus were three Magi, 
Casper, Balthazar, and Melchior, is based on the fact 
that three gifts are mentioned in Matthew’s Gos-
pel:  gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Matthew nowhere 
says that there were three wise men from the East. Tra-
dition holds each of them came from a different cul-
ture: Melchior was Asian, Balthazar was Persian, and 
Caspar was Ethiopian - thus representing the three rac-
es known to the ancient world.  
“They are supposed to have been kings, but this stems 
from a very literal translation of a psalm verse: ‘The 
kings of Tarshish and the Isles shall offer gifts’ (Ps 
72:10). Ancient depictions of them never involved sym-
bols of royalty, but simply the Phrygian cap and gar-
ments of noble Persians” (Dr. M Watson). The Magi 
may actually have been Persian priests or Babylonian 
astronomers or Nabataean spice-traders. Eventually, 
however, they were pictured as representatives of 
different peoples and races.   The Orthodox Church 
holds that the Magi consisted of twelve Kings, corre-
sponding in number to the twelve tribes of Israel.  (The 
term magoi in Greek refers to a wide variety of people, 
including fortune-tellers, priestly augurs, magicians, and 
astrologers).  
Because of their connection with the star in this story, it 
is safe to conclude that Matthew identified them mostly 
with the last group. Possibly they came from Babylonia, 
or Persia, where the word magus originated. There 
were almost certainly Gentiles, for if they had been 

Jews, they would have known better than to ask King 
Herod about a national ruler who would challenge his 
dynasty! It is not clear from the story why they wanted 
to pay homage to a Jewish king, or what they learned 
about him from their observations of “his star” (Mt 2:2) 
(Dr. M Watson).  
Christian life, the life of God's people, is most often rep-
resented in the Bible and in literature, as a journey  
– a journey that begins with our confession of Jesus 
Christ as our Lord and Savior in Baptism and ends when 
we at last meet Him, God’s  Incarnate Only-begotten 
Son, in the Trinity, face to Face, in God's heavenly king-
dom. The magi represent the first fruits of the pagan 
nations, welcoming the Good News of Salvation 
through the Incarnation (CCC #528). Note that in 
Matthew’s Gospel, it is  Mary  who makes the Word 
known first to Gentiles (the magi) (CCC #724). 
The Star:  Commentary on the Torah by Jewish rabbis 
suggests that a star appeared in the sky at the births of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Moses.  Similarly, in the Book of 
Numbers, the prophet Balaam speaks of "a star that 
shall come out of Jacob."  Stars were believed to be 
signs from God, announcing important events.   Thus, 

the brightness of the Light to which Ma-
gi  were drawn was made visible in the 
star they followed. (In the last 40 years, a 
number of scientists and astronomers 
have pointed to particular clusterings of 
planets or stars around the time of Jesus’ 
birth, which would have created an unu-
sual or dramatic heavenly “portent,” sug-
gesting that perhaps Matthew’s account 
is more historical than some exegetes 
might choose to believe).  

The star which shone over the area and served as a bea-
con for the astrologers can be explained scientifically. 
Johannes Kepler (1571-1630), a German astrologer and 
mathematician, calculated that the planetary conjunc-
tion of Jupiter and Saturn which occurred ca 7-6 B.C.E. 
could have produced such an illumination in the sky 
over Bethlehem.  However, the star featured in 
Matthew’s narrative figures more importantly because 
of its theological significance. No doubt, Matthew, with 
his mission to demonstrate that Jesus was the Promised 
One and the fulfillment of all Jewish hopes and prophe-
cies, intended his readers to recall the story of Balaam 
in the book of Numbers (chapters 22-24).  
Therein, Balaam, a pagan seer from the East was co-
opted by Balak, king of Moab to curse the Israelites. 
Prevented by Yahweh from uttering the curse,  Balaam 
blessed Israel and prophesied, “a star shall rise from 
Jacob and a scepter shall arise out of Israel”(Nm 24:17).  
Matthew portrayed the astral herald that proclaimed 
the appearance of Jesus and beckoned the Gentiles to 
salvation as the fulfillment of Balaam’s prophesy. 
(Sanchez Files).  
The Gifts:  Gold, frankincense and myrrh may be 
thought of as prophesying Jesus’ future.  Gold was a gift 
for Kings; frankincense (an ancient air purifier and per-
fume), was offered to God in Temple worship (Ex 
30:37); and myrrh (an oriental remedy for intestinal 
worms in infants), was used by the High Priest as 
an anointing oil (Ex 30:23), and to prepare bodies for 
burial.  These gifts were not only expensive but porta-
ble.  Perhaps Joseph sold the gifts to finance the Holy 
Family’s trip to Egypt.   The gifts might have been God’s  
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As our celebration of Christmas continues, today we 
observe the great feast of The Epiphany of the Lord. 
The word “epiphany” comes from Greek and means 
manifestation or appearance. The stewardship way of 
life is one in which we live in grateful response to God’s 
countless manifestations in our lives. Our Gospel pas-
sage, from Matthew, has much to teach us 
about stewardship, through the actions of the magi. 
 
 
As good stewards, the magi were watching for manifes-
tations of God’s presence in their lives. “We have seen 
the star at its rising,” they say. Good stewards are 
keenly aware of the “star” of God’s presence and His 
gifts in their lives. It is this awareness that fills them 
with gratitude and the desire to both worship God and 
share His gifts with others. 

The magi, upon seeing the manifestation of God’s pres- 
ence in their lives, “were overjoyed.” Good stewards, 
who live with the awareness of God’s presence and 
gifts to them, simply can’t help but be filled with joy. 
Not necessarily the fleeting and superficial kind of joy 
the world promises through wealth or power, but ra-
ther the deep, unalterable joy only God can give. 
 
Finally, the magi were so filled with awe upon encoun-
tering the newborn Jesus, they prostrated themselves 
before him and “opened their treasures and offered 
him gifts.”  This is precisely why good stewards  
generously share their material gifts — as a loving act 
of worship to an extravagantly loving God. Let us re-
joice in God’s manifestations in our lives and be watch-
ful for the new ways He is calling us to share ourselves 
and our gifts in gratitude to our King in the year ahead. 

way of providing for the journey that lay ahead.   
Triple Reactions: The Epiphany can be looked on as a 
symbol for our pilgrimage through life to Christ.   The 
feast invites us to see ourselves in the Magi – a people 
on a journey to Christ.     Today’s Gospel also tells us the 
story of the encounter of the Magi with the evil King Her-
od.   This encounter demonstrates three reactions to Je-
sus’ birth, a) Hatred: a group of people headed by Herod 
planned to destroy Jesus;   b) Indifference: another 
group, composed of priests and scribes, ignored Je-
sus;   c) Adoration: the members of a third group -- shep-
herds and the magi -- adored Jesus and offered them-
selves to Him. 
A. Destructive group:  King Herod considered Jesus a 
potential threat to his kingship.  Herod the Great was a 
cruel, selfish king who murdered his mother-in-law, wife, 
two brothers-in-law and three children on suspicion that 
they had plotted against him. In today’s Gospel, Herod 
asks the chief priests and scribes where the Messiah is to 
be born. Their answer tells him, and us, much more, 
combining two strands of Old Testament promise -- one 
revealing the Messiah to be from the line of David (see 2 
Sm 2:5), the other predicting “a ruler of Israel” who will 
“shepherd his flock” and whose “greatness shall reach to 
the ends of the earth” (see Mi 5:1-3) (Dr. Hann). Later, 
the scribes and Pharisees would plot to kill Jesus because 
Jesus had criticized them and tried to reform some of 
their practices. Today, many oppose Christ and the 
Church because of their selfish motives, evil ways, and 
unjust lives. Children still have Herods to fear. In the 
United States alone, one and a half million innocents, 
unborn children are aborted annually. 
B. Group that ignored Christ:  The scribes, the Pharisees, 
and the Jewish priests knew the nearly 500 prophecies in 
the Hebrew Scriptures concerning the promised Messi-
ah.  They were able to tell Herod the exact time and 
place of Jesus’ birth.   They were in the habit of conclud-
ing their reading from the prophets on the Sabbath 
day by saying, “We shall now pray for the speedy arrival 
of the Messiah.”   Unfortunately, they were more inter-
ested in their own selfish gains than in discovering the 
truth. Hence, they refused to go and see the child Jesus -
- even though Bethlehem was quite close to Jerusa-
lem.  Today, many Christians remind us of this 
group.   They practice their religion from selfish mo-
tives, like gaining political power, prestige, and recogni-
tion by society.   They ignore Jesus' teachings in their pri-
vate lives. 
C. Group that adored Jesus and offered Him gifts:  This 
group was composed of the shepherds and the Ma-

gi.  The shepherds offered the only gifts they had: love, 
tears of joy, and probably woolen clothes and milk from 
their sheep.  The Magi, probably Persian astrologers, 
were following the star that Balaam had predicted would 
rise, along with the ruler’s staff, over the house of Jacob 
(see Nm 24:17). The Magi offered gold, in recognition of 
Jesus as the King of the Jews; frankincense, in acknowl-
edgment of HIM as God, and myrrh as a symbol of His 
human nature. “Like the Magi, every person has two 
great ‘books’ which provide the signs to guide this pil-
grimage: the book of creation and the book of sacred 
Scripture. What is important is that we be attentive and 
alert, and listen to God Who speaks to us, Who always 
speaks to us.” (Pope Francis)  
Life Messages 
 1. Let us make sure that we belong to the third 
group.  a) Let us worship Jesus at Mass, every day if we 
can, with the gold of our love, the myrrh of our humility 
and the frankincense of our adoration.  Let us offer God 
our very selves, promising Him that we will use His bless-
ings to do good for our fellow men.   b) Let us plot a 
better path for our lives.  Just as the Magi chose another 
route to return to their homes, let us choose a better 
way of life, abstaining from proud and impure thoughts, 
words and actions, evil habits, and selfish behav-
ior.  c)  Let us become the star, leading others to Jesus, 
as the star led the Magi to Him.   We can remove or less-
en the darkness of the evil around us by being, if not like 
stars, at least like candles, radiating Jesus’ love by 
selfless service, unconditional forgiveness, and compas-
sionate care. 
2. Like the Magi, let us offer Jesus our gifts on this feast 
of Epiphany and every day: (a) Gift of our life by offering 
it on the altar during the Holy Mass and by offering it to 
God every morning as soon as we get up, asking Him for 
the strengthening anointing of the Holy Spirit to do good 
and avoid evil during the course of the day. b) Gift of re-
lationship with God by talking to Him in personal and 
family prayers and listening to Him by reading the Holy 
Bible every day. c) Gift of friendship with God by experi-
encing His presence in everyone we encounter, by offer-
ing Him our humble service, and by getting reconciled to 
God every night, asking His pardon and forgiveness for 
our sins and failures during the day.  
Let us conclude with a 19th century English carol, Christi-
na Rosetti’s “A Christmas Carol”, which begins, “In the 
bleak midwinter.” The carol sums up, in its last stanza, 
the nature of "giving to the Christ Child”: What can I give 
him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I could give a 
Lamb. If I were a wise man, I could do my part.           
What I can I give Him?  Give Him my heart!” 

Stewardship Reflections 
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Pope Benedict XVI prays with his brother Msgr. George Ratzinger 

Pope Benedict XVI in Pictures  
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Faith on a Mission

As part of the celebration of the History of 
Diocese of St Augustine, our Parish has been 
invited to participate in the sale of a book 
about it’s history. Available in the gift shop and the 
rectory for $25.00.

January 8, 2023

Health Ministry

The Health Ministry has resumed monthly meetings at 
9:30 AM on Tuesdays in the Cody Room. We will be 
working on planning our Health Fair for April 2023. An-
yone interested in joining us is welcome to attend.
Please call Louise Kummer for more info at 386-235-
5310

Secular Franciscans

The Secular Franciscans meet monthly on the first Sat-
urday (Feb. 4) of the month at 9:30 in the Cody Room.
If you are interested in learning more about the Secular 
Franciscans, please join us. Please call Pam Cowles 386-
523-7152 for more information.

Scholarships Available to Catholic Schools

Your child could attend a Catholic school with the help 
of a K-12 Step Up for Students Scholarship. Receive an 
average of $7,700 a year, per child for tuition and fees. 
. For example, a family of four with an income of up to 
$111,000 may qualify. Dependent children of a reserv-
ist or active-duty member of the U.S. Armed Forces 
and Law Enforcement Officers may also qualify, regard-
less of household income. Learn more or apply today 
at https://www.stepupforstudents.org/catholic2/.

Nativity Open House at Villa Flora 
in St. Augustine, Jan. 8

The Sisters of St. Joseph of St. Augustine invite you to 
attend their annual Nativity Open House, “Remembering 
Our Savior in Turbulent Times,” Jan. 8 from noon to 4 p.m. 
in the Villa Flora of St. Joseph Renewal Center, 234 St. 
George Street. For more info, (904) 824-5894.

Knights of Columbus 
‘Keep Christ in Christmas’ 
poster contest winners!

Our baptism, like the Lord’s, is a consecration to ser-
vice. The bishop’s pastoral on stewardship reminds us 
that “…there is a fundamental obligation arising from 
the Sacrament of Baptism that people place their gifts, 
their resources – their selves – at God’s service in and 
through the Church.”

MARRIED COUPLES LOOKING FOR A NEW 
YEARS RESOLUTION?

Sign up today to attend an upcoming Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Weekend on 10-12 February 
2023 in Tallahassee, FL., 21-23 July 2023 in Jackson-
ville, FL. and 3-5 November 2023 in Titusville, FL. For 
more information visit our website at wwme.org or e
-mail: Applications@FLCN-wwme.org.
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Fr. Jose never  
sends out  

email or text messages 
requesting money 

 or gift cards  
for his  

personal use  
or for  

the benefit  
of anyone else.  
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Bible Study on St. Paul's  
Letter to the Ephesians 

 
Join us for an 8 series study on St. 
Paul's letter to the Ephesians. Most 
Saturday mornings after the 8:30am 
Mass in the Rectory Meeting Room . 
 
Bring your bible and the Catechism. The workbook on 
Ephesians can be found on ascension press.com  

 

Listening for God  
   

The ‘Listening for God’ Ministry will be on 
the first Friday of the month from 7pm –8pm in the 
Rectory Meeting Room. For more info call the rectory. 

 
 
 
Based on the currently available data, Florida's Sur-
geon General does not recommend the COVID-19 vac-
cines for healthy children and adolescents or 
the mRNA vaccines for males ages 18 to 39 because 
the risks likely outweigh the benefits at this point in 
the pandemic. 
We encourage parents, guardians, and caretakers to 
stay informed and make the best decisions for their 
loved ones. 

Health Ministry  

SEAS Ladies Guild  
 
SEAS Ladies Guild will host a BINGO Luncheon January 
16, 2023 at Seton Hall. A Color Street  representative 
will also be at our Bingo luncheon to demonstrate nail 
polish applied with a strip and lasts like a gel."   Tickets 
are $20.00 includes lunch and one card. Additional 
cards available for purchase.  Tickets available January 
2023 after Masses and at the Rectory. Relax and have 
FUN. 

Mass, Adoration and Prayers 
for Healing 
at 6 pm on 

 Friday, January 13, 2023 
 
 Celebrant: Fr. Martin Ibeh 

Blood Donation 
 

The Big Red  Bus will be in the back park-
ing lot on  

January 8 from 9am-1pm 

Angel Tree Thank You 
Thank you all for your support of our annual Angel 
Tree.  Because of your generosity we were able to 
make the holidays more enjoyable for many children 
and their families.  We were able to provide gifts for 
268 children from 105 families.  We were also able to 
purchase 43 new bicycles for some of these children.  

Some of our families were also given a fully prepared 
turkey dinner on Christmas Eve.  Once again your 
generosity to those less fortunate reflects your 
spiritual goodness.  Thank you! 

On January 23rd the subject will 
be: The Nature of God's Universe 
says Man must die to live, WHY?   

Basketball Free Throw Championship 
Sponsored by Knights of Columbus Councils: 

10514 Flagler Beach; 11961 Bunnell,&17480 Palm Coast 
 
When:  Saturday January 21, 2023 
Where: G. W. Carver Community Center 

   201 E. Drain St. Bunnell, Florida 32110 
Time:  8:30 AM – 10:00 AM 

     
Registration On-Site, No Pre-registration required. 

Open to all boys and girls ages 9 – 14 
Certificates and medals will be awarded 

Winner of the Council level competition will advance to 
regional level competition. 

Complimentary  
Pancake Breakfast for Participants and their Family 

 
 

Bonita Robinson 
386-437-7526 Ext.1295 

robinsonb@flaglerschools.com 

Chris Daley 
Council 17480 
512 567 7763 

cdaley@austin.rr.com 
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PAUNAWA: Ipinagbibigay alam na lubos na pinahahalagahan 
ng Diyosesis ng San Agustin ang mga paratang sa anumang uri 
ng abusong sekswal, at agad na masusing sinusuri ang anumang 
alegasyon habang pinananatiling kumpidensyal. Kung meron 
kayong nalalamang alegasyon tumawag agad sa Pulisya o kaya 
ay sa Department of Children and Families (800) 962‐2873.  O 
tawagan ang Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator sa (904) 208
‐6979 o kaya ay mag‐email sa inquiries@dosafl.com. Kung ang 
irereport nyo naman ay isang Obispo, tumawag sa   (800) 276‐
1562 o kaya ay tumungo sa www.reportbishopabuse.org 

ATENÇÃO: A Diocese de St. Augustine toma muito sériamente 
todas as alegações de má conduta sexual e resolve todas as 
alegações de forma rápida, confidencial e completa.  Para de-
nunciar abuso(s), ligue para a polícia ou para o Department of 
Children and Families pelo (800)962-2873.  Ou ligue para o Di-
ocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator pelo (904)208-6979 ou 
por e-mail inquiries @dosafl.com .   Para denunciar abusos co-
metidos por um bispo ligue para (800)276-1562 ou visite a web-
site www.reportbishopabuse.org. 

ATTENTION: The Diocese of St. Augustine treats all allega-
tions of sexual misconduct seriously and deals with all allega-
tions in a prompt, confidential, and thorough manner. To Re-
port Abuse, call the police or the Department of Children and 
Families at (800) 962‐2873. Or call the Diocesan Victim Assis-
tance Coordinator at (904) 208‐6979 or email inquir-
ies@dosafl.com. To report abuse by a bishop, call (800) 276‐1562 
or visit www.reportbishopabuse.org.   

ATENCION: La Diócesis de San Agustín trata seriamente todas 
las acusaciones de conducta sexual inapropiada, de manera 
rápida, confidencial y minuciosa. Para reportar Abuso, llame a 
la policía o al Departamento de Niños y Familias al (904) 962‐
2873. O llame al Coordinador Diocesano de Asistencia a Vícti-
mas (904) 208‐6979 o envíe un correo electrónico a inquir-
ies@dosafl.com. Para denunciar abuso por parte de un obispo, 
llame al (800) 276‐1562 oviwww.reportbishopabuse.org 

Diocese of St. Augustine- How to Report Abuse 
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Sunday Scripture Prayer Group 
  
You are invited to join a group of parishioners on 
Fridays at 1pm to prepare for Mass on Sunday.  
We read scripture, share & pray together in the 

Rectory Meeting Room. For more information call Pat at 445
-2246 

       Cancer Support Group 
 
Support Group for anyone affected with Cancer 
at SEAS in rectory meeting room every second 
Thursday morning of the month at 9:30 am and 
every fourth Thursday afternoon of the month at 
2:30 pm.  

            Caregiver Support Group 
 
Support groups create a safe, confidential, sup-
portive environment for participates to develop 

informal mutual support and social relationships as they 
deal with a loved one  suffering from Alzheimer’s/Dementia.  
We meet the 2nd & 4th Monday at 3:30pm in the Rectory 
Meeting Room. 

Padre Pio Prayer Group 
 
Our St. Padre Pio Prayer Group will meet every 
Second Friday of the month at 9:30 am until  
10:30 am.  in the Russo. Please join us. All are 
welcome! 

                             Rosary Cenacles 
 
The Rosary Cenacles is in response to Our Lady’s call which 
was made known in her message to Fr. Stefano Gobbi.  We 
pray for the Holy Father and his intentions, for priests, to 
end abortion and for world peace. We say fifteen decades 
of the rosary. All are welcome to attend weekly meetings on 
Wednesday’s at 1:00pm. 
 
For more information call Marie Estabrook 386 447-0847 

St. Joseph & Sorrowful Mother  
Rosary Makers Ministry  

 
We have resumed our weekly meeting in 
the Rectory Meeting Room on Mondays 
at 9:30 am.  
 

Our Lady of Fatima  
Portuguese Committee   

 
Meetings are at 7:00pm on Wednesdays in the Rec-
tory Meeting Room.  

SEASONS of HOPE 
 

Grief Support Group meets on Mondays at 
6:00pm and Wednesdays at 10:00am in the 
Rectory Meeting Room. To sign up please call 
(386) 445-2246 or con-
tact Healthministry@seaspcfl.org  

All are Welcome to Kerygma Meeting 
 

The Kerygma Group meets at 6 pm in the Church on the last 
Monday of every month. The session begins with praise and 
worship music, followed by a talk on a spiritual topic. The 
meeting ends after discussions and more praise and wor-
ship music.  All are welcome to join. For more information, 
contact: Deacon Mike McKenna,  
deaconmike430@gmail.com  

    January 8, 2023 

    Legion of Mary 
 
The Legion is a lay apostolic 
organization that meets  every 
Tuesday at 9:30am in the Rectory Meeting Rm. 

  Mother  Seton Rolling Library 
 
The aim of this library is to spread the word of our 
faith via Catholic books.  The cart is available in the Gather-
ing Space after all weekend masses.  These books are free.  
Monetary donations are graciously accepted and will be 
used for our school scholarship program. New/gently used 
Catholic books/bibles man be donated at the cart or recto-
ry. Meetings are on Fridays at 10:00am in the Rectory 
Meeting Room. 

Charismatic Prayer Group 
 

Please join us on Thursdays at 1:30pm in the 
Russo Room 
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Our Prayer Garden is a peaceful place for 
prayer and meditation. Purchasing a brick in 
the Prayer Garden for someone who has 
died is a wonderful way to remember that 
the person is still with you in thoughts and 
through prayer.  The purchase of a brick is 
$100.00; please consider honoring a loved 
one. Contact the Rectory Office for more 
details. 

 
Monday,   January 9 
7:00am     Eugene Czaplewski 
8:30am     Robert Wilson 
 
Tuesday,   January 10 
7:00am      Lorina Buldoc 
8:30am      Dawn Roberts 
 
Wednesday, January 11 
7:00am      Lorina Buldoc 
8:30am      Ruth Tiano 
 
Thursday,  January 12 
7:00am       Intentions of Barbara Parziole 
8:30am       Ellen Klitsch 
 
Friday,       January 13 
7:00am       Mark Klaymon 
8:30am       Tony & Joyce Hendriks 
 
Saturday,   January 14 
8:30am        William Joseph Rembert 
4:00pm        Michael J. Jiluty 
6:00pm(*)   Rosemarie Morelli 
 
Sunday,      January 15 
8:00am         Eileen Lyons 
10:00am      SEAS Parishioners 
12:00pm      Muriel Hoffstetter 
5:00pm(S)   All Souls in Purgatory 
5:00pm(*)   Lisa Leyden 

Prayer Garden 

* St. Stephens 
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In Memoriam 
We remember all our 

departed brothers and 
sisters with love and 

gratitude. 

Eternal rest, grant 
unto them O Lord  
and let perpetual 

light  
shine upon them. 
May they rest in 

peace. 
 
 

Amen.  

Mark Your Calendar 
January 15, 2023, Noon Mass:   

March 12, 2023, 2 pm:   
Youth Confirmation  
March 19, 2023, 1.15 pm:  
Concert by Fr. Stan Fortuna, C.F.R in Seton Hall  
March 20-22, 2023:  
Lenten Retreat with Fr. Stan Fortuna, C.F.R.   
March 23, 2023, 5 pm:   
Lenten Penance Service   
April 23, 2023, 2 pm:  
First Holy Communion  
May 13, 2023, 6 pm:  
Marian Gala to honor mothers at Plantation Bay Country Club  
May 14, 2023, 6.30 pm:    
Concert by Marty Rotella in the church  
October 20-22, 2023 
SEAS Community Fall Festival 

  January 8, 2023 

     Readings for the Week of January 8 

Ministries 
All Ministry Heads need to fill out 

facility request forms  
at the Rectory for your  

2023 meetings. 

Sunday The Epiphany of the Lord 
 Is 60:1-6 ; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-
 11, 12-13; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; 
 Mt 2:1-12 
 
Monday The Baptism of the Lord  
 Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts 10:34-
 38; Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10; Mt 
 3:13-17 
 
Tuesday Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab & 5, 6-7, 
 8-9; Mk 1:21-28 
 
Wednesday Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 
 6-7, 8-9; Mk 1:29-39 
 
Thursday Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 
 10-11; Mk 1:40-45 
 
Friday Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3 & 4bc, 
 6c-7, 8; Mk 2:1-12 
 
Saturday Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 
 15; Mk 2:13-17 
 
Sunday        2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-
 9, 10; 1 Cor 1:1-3; Jn 1:29-34 
 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Please Pray for Our Sick 

     Hannah Marie Lubin (US Navy) 
Charles Salerno TSgt (US Air Force/Germany)     
     CPT. Brendan Leonard (US Army) 
Kyle McCrossen (US Army/Iraq) 
    2nd Lt Christian San Miguel (US Army) 
Stephen Hayes (US Air Force/Iraq) 
    Kevin Daley (US Navy) 
Richard Caban (US Marine) 
    PFC Dylan Vanore. USMC  

 
 

 
Although we pray for all of our military, space does not 

permit everyone’s name to be printed.   
Please advise when a person below is no longer deployed so 
we can remove their name from our list. Please contact the 
parish office if you wish to have the name of someone listed 
for 4 weeks.  As a courtesy please notify the office when the 

name can be removed or if you wish to have the name 
continued.  Be sure to get the person’s permission first!  

God bless them all & continue to pray for them!  

Please contact the parish office if you wish to 
have the name of someone listed for 4 

weeks.  
As a courtesy please notify the office when 

the name can be removed or if you wish to have the name 
continued.  

Be sure to get the persons permission first! 
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Please Pray for Our Military 

Adam Esposito 
Adrianna Riveiro 
Alice Asbill 
Aquilda Bleakley 
Anna Maria King 
Ariana Marcette 
Ashley Cooper 
Avelina Torres 
Beatriz Quintero 
Bill Capuano 
Bob Peck 
Brian Davidson 
Carmen Theiling 
Charlie Salerno 
Charles McCloskey 
Charles Scott 
Christine Salerno 
Cynthia Blake 
Daniel Medeiros 
David Leonard 
Deanna Cardillo 
Derek Patrick Freeman 
Diane Purcell 
Diane Rich 
Doug Drohan 
Elizabeth Cretella 
Fran L. Thong 
Gary Martin 
George Bley 
Helen Chappo 
Henry Gardner 
Inez Montoya 
Jake Romaine 
Janine Kerry 
Jennifer Cabral 
Jim Popour 
Joan Carter 
John Frangipane 
John Medeiros 
John Relgan 
John Sandor 
                  

                        Jonathan Schofield 
                            Joseph Vacellaro              
                                Karen Murphy 

Kayden Henderson 
Larry DeCamillo 

Leslie Garrity 
Linda Colantuono 

                                  Liza Mulcahy 
                                  Lori Flanagan 
                                     Louis Lubin 
                Madison Hope DeVane 

Maria Barros 
Maria Lebone 
Maria Stewart 

          Marie Bernadette Lamarre 
Marie Berry 

Marty Meehen 
    Mary Callaghan                  

Mary Doris Kolesar 
Mason Brian DeVane 

Michell Henderson 
Michell Pinto 

Mina Bico 
Myrtha Darboux 

Nancy Wright 
Nathaniel Burgess 

Nivia Sandoval 
Patricia Derrig 

Phil Gainey 
Renee Verostek 

Richard Heinrich 
Rita Morris 
Roger Reid 

Roseann Gibba 
Ruby Strickland 
Tara Handsman 

Teresa Kinert 
Theresa Childs 

Theodore Simmons 
Timothy O’Connell 

Ten Candles Burning in the Holy of Holies 
 

 
January 7—January 13 

 
 

IN MEMORY OF: 
Jim & Roseann Bradley; Ruth Morrissey; Evan Massa; 

Mary Ferrilli; Paulo Malheiros; Margaret Massy; 
Margaret Palonski; Richard Butterfield;  

Salud Gaoat; Patrick L. Thornton 
 
 

In our Holy of Holies, we have ten candles always 
burning around the tabernacle, just as in the temple in 
Jerusalem there were ten lights always burning around 
the Ark of the Covenant. They indicate the presence of 
our precious Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. 

 
 
The candles used are seven day candles and may be 

purchased either in memoriam or for the intentions of 
a loved one for a $10 donation through the Seton 
Shop. This space lists the names of those for whom  
candles have been purchased. 

Mass on TV  for the Homebound 
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/schedule  

Sunday Mass-8:00am 
 

DIRECTV—Channel: 370/DISH—Channel 261  
SPECTRUM— Channel 169/ATT U-Verse Channel 562 
SIRIUS Radio—Channel 130 /XM/SPECTRUM–Channel 20   

    January 8, 2023 
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           Eucharistic Adoration Hours 
 
 

The hours of Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament are from 9 
am to 9 pm, seven days a week.  
 

The Exposition and Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament on 
Fridays also are from 9 am to 9 
pm. The Blessed Sacrament is 
also exposed on the altar for 
adoration on other weekdays 
after the 8.30 am Mass till 10 
am.  
 

Please remember that if the Holy of Holies is filled you are 
encouraged to pray in the main worship area of the church. 
 
We are asking that you contact Gilda Sadio, (386 225– 7261 
or gilda.sadio@yahoo.com) our Adoration Facilitator, and 
select ONE hour which you will commit to. There's no limit 
to how many parishioners can be present every hour since 
it's in the Church not the Holy of Holies, we just want to be 
sure that there's at least one or two persons who will be 
present every hour. 
 
 

Anyone interested in spending time with Our Lord in 
Adoration should call Gilda Sadio-Kow at  

386-225-7261 for availability and information. 

      Las Reunionés del Comité Hispano  
 
son el último martes del mes a las 
6:30pm en el Russo Room adjunto al salón 
social.  Éste comité sirve para hablar todos 
asuntos de la comunidad hispana de la 
parroquia. Todos son invitados.   

    January 8, 2023 

 Seminarios de Formación de Fe para Adultos 
  
son cada miércoles a las 
6:30pm en el Rectory Mee-
ting Room en el edificio de 
la Oficina Parroquial. El 
propósito de estos semina-
rios son para ampliar y 
profundizar nuestro cono-

cimiento y experiencia de la Fe.   
Incluyen series en estudio bíblico, teología y misión. Todos 
son invitados. Para más información llamen a Marina Medi-
na, 386-445-2200 o Héctor Ortiz o al Padre Rob Trujillo, 386-
445-2246 ext. 105. 

Daily Exposition and Adoration  
of the Blessed Sacrament 

 
The Blessed Sacrament is exposed on the altar for ado-
ration after all the weekday Masses at 8.30 am till 10 
am. Kindly join us and adore the Lord in the Blessed 
Sacrament.  

Next week-end - January 14/15 - is probably the busi-
est Respect Life week-end of the year, with the addi-
tional good blessing of having Bishop Eric Pohlmeier  
celebrating the feast of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton at 
our noon mass on Sunday, January 15, 2023. 
 
The Respect Life events will  begin with a kick-off at 
the Shrine of Our Lady of La Leche in St. Augustine, 
beginning at 2 pm Friday, January 13, 2023.  There will 
be mass at 6 pm, followed by the illuminated rosary 
and a concert from 7:30 to 9 pm. 
 
On Saturday, January 14, 2023, the annual (and last 
local) March for Life St. Augustine will begin with an 
outdoor mass at 9 am at Nombre de Dios, followed by 
a march (about a mile) to Constitution Plaza beginning 
at 10:30 am.  At the Plaza, across from the Basilica, 
there will be speakers. The keynote speaker will be 
Melissa Cole of the documentary "I lived on Parker Av 
enue and the movie LifeMark, Dr. Jason Philips ObGyn 
on the abortion  pill and our fellow parishoner Wayne 
Friday who will share his sidewalk witnessing experi-
ences. The Knights  of Columbus will host a spaghetti 
dinner from noon  to 3 pm at Cathedral parish.   ALL 
are invited to attend.  If you would like to carpool, 
please call SEAS Respect Life Coordinator at 352-697-
9436 to make final plans.  If you are not able to attend, 
please consider attending the 8:30 am mass at SEAS , 
praying for LIFE and remaining for Adoration until 10 
am. Praying at home is another very worthwhile par-
ticipation. 
 
There will also be the annual diocesan Respect Life 
collection at all week-end masses for the pregnancy 
centers, maternity homes and post-abortion healing 
programs throughout the St. Augustine diocese. Thank 
you in advance for your usual generosity. 
 
UPCOMING RESPECT LIFE EVENTS 
January 13/14 (Fri & Sat) --March for Life St. Augustine 
January 14/15 (at all masses) Diocesan Respect Life 
Collection 
  ***NO Respect Life monthly Committee meeting due 
to March for Life St. Augustine*** 
 
CONTACT NUMBERS 
Human Trafficking HotLine - 888-373-7888 
Pregnancy HelpLine - 800-484-LOVE (5683) 
Project Rachel - 904-923-9203 
SEAS Respect Life Coordinator - Priscilla Positano  352-
697-9436  pcposi2324@gmail.com 
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Sacraments  
 

Baptism 
Every First and Third Sunday of the month after Noon 
Mass. One preparation class is required. Classes are 
offered every second Monday of the month at 7 pm in the 
Rectory Meeting Room. Please contact the Rectory office in 
advance. 
Holy Matrimony 
Please contact the Rectory office at least 8 months prior to 
wedding. 
Anointing of the Sick 
If you or your loved one is in need of the Sacrament of 
Anointing please call the Rectory office. We also have 
dedicated Eucharistic Ministers to bring Holy Communion 
to the sick and the homebound. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 2:45-3:45pm, Sunday 30 minutes before Mass, & 
by appt.  
  

Devotions 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
6 am to 9 pm every day except during the time of Mass. 
Exposition and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament from  
9 am on Fridays till 9 pm. 
Rosary 
8 am on weekdays; 4:30pm on Sundays (Spanish) 
Miraculous Medal Novena 
After 8.30 am Mass every Tuesday. 
Novena to St. Joseph 
After 8:30am Mass for the Year of St. Joseph 
 
 

  Religious Education 
 

Parish Religious Education Program (PREP) 
Classes for Grades 1-8 on Wednesdays and Thursdays from 
6.15 pm to 7.30 pm. For more information, please contact 
the Director of Religious Education at the Rectory office 
(386-445-2246; extension 112) 
Children’s Catechism Classes 
All children from 1st through 8th grade who are not 
attending Catholic school should be attending PREP 
classes.  Children preparing for the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist or Confirmation need to attend a two-year 
catechetical program. 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion   
Children preparing for the Sacrament of Reconciliation and 
the Sacrament of the Eucharist need to attend a two-year 
catechetical program which includes six Sunday classes of 
Sacramental preparation prior to each Sacrament. 
Confirmation Formation 
Children preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation need 
to attend a two-year catechetical program which includes 
three Sunday classes of Sacramental preparation and the 
annual Confirmation retreat. 
For more information about Catechism, First Holy 
Communion or Confirmation, please contact Katie  
Allio at 386-445-2246 extension 112. 

 
 

(RCIA) 
Please call the Director of Christian Formation at the 
Rectory office if any non-Catholic is interested in joining 
the Catholic Church (386-445-2246; extension 112). Classes 
will begin in October. 
 

Holy Orders and Religious Life 
If you believe that you or someone you know  has a 
vocation to the priesthood or religious life, please contact 

frjared@saccfl.org  

            Seton Shop            
        Hours 

 
 

                          OPEN 
    Tues/Thurs  

    after 8:30am Mass, 
   Saturdays  

   after 4:00pm Mass 
  and   

after ALL Masses     
on Sundays  

 
    CLOSED  

    Mon/Wed/Fri 
 

SALE! 
40% off certain items! 

 
Stop by and start your 

shopping early! 

See you in the shop! 
 

 
Poor Box 

Donations 
                    
 
 

  December 25 
$2,262.40 

 Prayer for the Unborn 
 
Lord, Creator of Life, you have 
blessed us with the privilege of 
bringing new life into the 
world.  May your Holy Spirit open 
our hearts and minds to recognize 
Your special gift of children, and 
Your great love for each of us cre-
ated in Your image and like-
ness. You sent Your son Jesus to 
redeem us and through love He 
entered our world. We now turn 
to Mary, our Mother, for her intercession as we strug-
gle to protect innocent unborn children.  Following 
Mary's example may we proclaim the truth of our 
faith, assist those in crisis and protect those most vul-
nerable. We ask this through Christ, Our Lord.  
Amen. 

Worship Aid/Mass QR Code 
 
Go to our website http://seaspcfl.org/worship-
aids to download the Worship Aid. 

    January 8, 2023 

597-3359 
Open  Mon, Wed, Fri  

 10am - 1pm 

Pantry Needs: 
 Our food pantry is in dire 

need of cereal,  
spaghetti sauce, canned 

fruit and pasta! Please look 
for BOGOs and help us re-

stock!!  
Thank you!  

Cenáculo  
La Llama de Amor del Inmaculado  

Corazón de María"  
Cuando: Martes Hora: 7:00pm 

En persona Salon Ruso Plataforma Zoom: Zoom.us  
(Bajar Zoom en las aplicaciones) Meeting ID: 

2239918037 clave: lallama Preguntas:  
Alba Dimas, 939-332-5615  

Norma Maisonet, 917-834-6181  
email: flameoflovepcfl@gmail.com  
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Prayer And Devotional Groups

Adoration
Contact:Gilda Sadio-Kow
Gilda.sadio@yahoo.com
Adoration Prayer Group
Contact: Marilou Mallada
6094681477 
Adoration of the Most Holy Trinity 
Contact:Gilda Sadio-Kow
Gilda.sadio@yahoo.com
Angels of Mercy
Contact: Hilda Rausini
386 446-4789, 237-8586 (cell)
Rita1947@aol.com
Bible Study
Contact: Pedyne Joseph   
386 445-2246
Bio Ethics
Contact: Deacon Ed Wolfe
wolffpack@bellsouth.net
Celebration of the Virgin Mary,
“Un Pueblo Mariano”
Contact: Alba Dimas 386 445-2246
flameoflovepcfl@gmail.com
Ines Becker 386 445-7759/
inesbecker@bellsouth.net
Charismatic Prayer Group
English Language 
Contact: Betti Masi
Spirituallife@Seaspcfl.org
Spanish Language: Salvador Florez 
Contact: 386 338-2976
Spirituallife@Seaspcfl.org
Cursillo/Ultreya
Contact: Alise Mckinney:
Alisemck@Live.Com
Marina Medina
Velez41@Yahoo.Com   
Divine Mercy Prayer Group
Contact: Margarita Serrano
786 210-8792
Evangelization 
Contact: Denise LaFrance
Palmcoasthomestore.com
Flame of Love
Contact: Alba Dimas & 
Norma Maisonet386 445-2246  
flameoflovepcfl@gmail.com
Kerygma Groups
Contact: Deacon Mike McKenna
386 445-2246
Deaconmike430@gmail.com
Lectio Divina Group
Contact: Irma V. Catalan
Spirituallife@Seaspcfl.org
Lord of Miracles
Contact: Ines Becker 386 445-7759,
inesbecker@bellsouth.net

Natural Family Planning
Contact: David and Marcela Medina
Marcedemedina@Hotmail.com 
Portuguese Prayer Group
Contact:  Deacon Jose
homem4@aol.com
Spirituallife@Seaspcfl.org
Regina Pacis & Medjugorje Prayer Group
Contact: Carole And Bob Storme
Spirituallife@Seaspcfl.org
Rosa Mystica Prayer Group
Contact: Lucy Pono
Rosary Cenacle Prayer Group
Contact: Marie Estabrook
386 447-0847,
spirtituallife@seaspcfl.org 
Rosary Makers
Contact: Marta Quijano 787 605-8887
vequi1@hotmail.com
San Lorenzo Ruiz
Contact: Deacon Tom/Necitas 
Spirituallife@Seaspcfl.org
Spanish Prayer Group
Contact: Salvador Florez 386 338-2976
Spirituallife@Seaspcfl.org
St. Nino Prayer Group
Contact: Marilou Mallada 
609-468-1477 
Marilou.Mallada@verizon.net
St. Padre Pio Prayer Group
Contact: Hilda Rausini
Rita1947@Aol.com
Storming Heaven 
Prayers Ministry
Contact: Hilda Rausini 
386 446-4789, 
Cell/text 386 237-8586
Rita1947@aol.com
Sunday Scripture Prayer Group
Contact: Pat Eccleston 
Spirituallife@Seaspcfl.org
Teams Of Our Lady
Contact: Nate & Barbara Flach
nwflach@aol.com; 
Larry and Mary Kay Kuchta, 
386-503-7718, marykay@5gators.com
Our Lady Of Perpetual Help
Contact: Marilou Mallada 
609-468-1477 
Marilou.Mallada@verizon.net
Lay Carmelites
Contact: Ramonita Fiorentino 
Spirituallife@Seaspcfl.org
Secular Franciscans
Contact: Pam Cowles, 
plcowles@bellsouth.net

Service Groups

Altar Servers/Lectors
Contact: Elaine Leonard, 
eleonard@Seaspcfl.org
Bingo 
Parishlife@Seaspcfl.org
Black Catholic Guild
Contact: Madeline Montgomery 
386 445-2246
Extraordinary Ministers Of 
Holy Communion
Contacts Elaine Leonard, 
eleonard@seaspcfl.org
Faith Formation
Contact:  Katie Allio  
Kallio@Seaspcfl.org
Greeters
Contact: Ron Cowles
Parishlife@Seaspcfl.org
Home Sweet Home/
Cleaning Ministry
Contact: Hilda Rausini
rita1947@aol.com
Knights of Columbus Auxiliary
Contact: Pat Heil 
patty.heil@aol.com
Knights of Columbus
Contact: Owen Thompson
386 445-2246
Ladies Guild
Contact: Debbie Cremeans
386 445-2246
Lazos De Amor (Ribbons of Love)
Contact: John Merced: 732-778-0363 
lt195jm@gmail.com
Legion Of Mary
Contact: Dave DiNardi
Spirituallife@Seaspcfl.org
Little Angels Choir
Contact: Cody Lucinda Biggs
littleflowersacademy@aol.com
Men’s Club
Contact: Ed Bajer
emtbajer@aol.com
Multi-Cultural
Contact: Marina Medina
multicultural150@gmail.com
Music Ministry/Choir
Contact: Don Roy  
Droy7@Cfl.Rr.com  
Outreach Ministry
Contact: 386 597-3359 
Prison Ministry
Contact: Deacon Bob           
bigblue62fla@gmail.com
Respect Life
Contact: Priscilla Positano 
pcposi2324@gmail.com

Sacristans
Contact: E.Leonard 

@seaspcfl.org
386 445-2246
Seton Library
Contact: Harriett Acocella     
Paradise1416hv@Cfl.Rr.com
Seton Shop
Contact: Sue Shierling  
Sshierling1@ Gmail.com
Spiritual Life Committee
Contact: Sylvia Reyes 
srayes@cfl.rr.com
Seton Hall
Contact: Larry DeCamillo 
seton-hall@seaspcfl.org
Sunday Hospitality
Contact: Charlie Salerno 386 503-6288
Ushers
Contact: Jamie Burns
Parishlife@Seaspcfl.org
Welcome Desk 
Contact: Elizabeth Foran
386 445-2246 ext 122
eforan@seaspcfl.org
Youth Ministry
Contact: Jeremy Vest    
Jvest@Seaspcfl.org
Youth Praise & Worship 
Contact: Cody Lucinda Biggs
littleflowersacademy@aol.com

SEAS Support Groups

Bereavement
Contact:  Pam Cowles           
Healthministry@Seaspcfl.org
Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support
Contact: Pam Cowles           
Healthministry@Seaspcfl.org
Health Ministry
Contact: Pam Cowles  
Healthministry@Seaspcfl.org
Cancer Support Group
Contact: Louise Kummer
Healthministry@Seaspcfl.org
Hospital Ministry
Contact: John Merced: 732-778-0363
Telecare Ministry
Contact: Pat Eccleston/Joyce Petrole; 
386-445-2246
info@seaspcfl.org

Ministries            Need to update this list?  email pjenkins@seaspcfl.org

January 8, 2023

SUNDAY, January 8
9:00am      Coffee/Donuts—(& 11:00am)
12:00pm    Tres Reyes Magos-Seton Hall

MONDAY,  January 9
9:00am     Exposition & Adoration after 8:30am Mass until 10:00am-Church
9:00am     Rosary Makers-Rectory Meeting Room
3:30pm     Alzheimer's Caregiver Support Group-Rectory Meeting Room
6:00pm     Seasons of Hope/Grief Support Group-Rectory Meeting Room
6:30pm     Great American Bible Study-Seton Hall
7:00pm     Baptism Class-Rectory Meeting Room

TUESDAY, January 10
9:00am     Exposition & Adoration  after 8:30am Mass until 10:00am-Church
9:00am     Legion of Mary Meeting-Rectory Meeting Room
9:15am     Health Ministry Meeting-Cody Room
1:00pm     Black Catholic General Meeting – Seton Hall
4:30pm     SEAS Spanish Choir—Church
6:30pm     Cursillo/Ultreya Meeting—Cody Room
7:00pm     La llama de Amor-Russo Room

WEDNESDAY, January 11
9:00am     Exposition & Adoration after 8:30am Mass until 10:00am-Church
10:00am   Seasons of Hope/Grief Support Group- Rectory Meeting Room

6:30pm     Seminario de Formacion de Fe (Para Adultos)- Rectory Mtg Rm

THURSDAY,  January 12
9:30am     Ladies Guild Meeting-Seton Hall
9:30am     Cancer Support Group—Rectory Meeting Room
4:00pm     SEAS Youth Life Night—Seton Hall
6:00pm     RCIA Meeting _ Rectory Meeting Room
7:00pm     SEAS Choir Practice—Church
7:15pm     Divina Misericordia Espanol-Cody Room

FRIDAY, January 13
9:00am      Exposition & Adoration after 8:30am Mass until 9:00pm-Church

SATURDAY, January 14
9:00am      Lay Carmelite Meeting—Russo Room
9:30am      Great Adventure Bible Study—Rectory Meeting Room
2:00pm      Showcase Rehearsal AM Guild –Seton Hall

SUNDAY, January 15
1:00pm      Reception for  Bishop—Seton Hall

This Week In Our Parish

January 14/15
Saturday
4:00PM
Church

Saturday
6:00PM

St. Stephens

Sunday
8:00AM
Church

Sunday
10:00 AM
Church

Sunday
12:00PM
Church

Sunday
5:00PM

St. Stephens

Lectors Lolly Teague
Jake Allen

Dianne
Roberge

Marc Reyes
Lee Bentzley

Ralph Treder
Kathleen Gabriel

Betty Prussman
Shirley Edsell-Quaye

Norm 
Mugford

Eucharistic 
Ministers

Team # 5 JoAnn Team # 1 Team # 2 Team # 3 Linda
Mugford

If your event is not listed it may be that you did not
fill out your Facility Request form at the Rectory.
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