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As St. Teresa of Calcutta once said, “Wash the plate 
not because it is dirty, nor because you are told 

to wash it, but because you love the person who will 
use it next.” For those involved in the Home Sweet 
Home Ministry, this message is the embodiment of 
their mission. Their love for the church and their 
fellow parishioners is what motivates the volunteers 
of this ministry to do this work. The members gather 
once a month and see to the deep cleaning and 
upkeep of the church itself. The Home Sweet Home 
Ministry has been taking care of the church since 
2018. 

For Hilda Rausini, this work is not only important 
to the parish but is also a source of pride for those 
who volunteer. 

“It is God’s church and we want to keep it clean,” 
she says. “These volunteers are very dedicated to this 
ministry. We clean and polish all of the woodwork. 

continued on back cover

The Home Sweet Home Ministry: 
Lovingly Caring for the Upkeep of Our Church
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Members of the Home Sweet Home Ministry include (front row, from 
left) Mary Goldberg, Shawn McLaughlin, Janet Jennings; (back row, 

from left) Maria Lourdes Homem (deceased), Maureen Hervan, Patsy 
Campbell, Michele Gregoire, Elena Smalley, Hilda Rausini
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This past autumn, our St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
parish leadership conducted the 2021 Stewardship 

Renewal. The Stewardship Renewal gave our parish 
community the opportunity to discern how we are 
using our gifts of time, talent, and treasure in service to 
the parish and in return to God.

This month, we are happy to share with you some 
of the highlights of the 2021 Stewardship Renewal.

• There were 532 commitment cards received 
from 30 percent of active households.

• There were 4,076 prayer commitments — 
the stewardship of time — from 
90 percent of 
participating 
households.

• There were 1,666 
ministry commitments 
— the stewardship 
of talent — from 68 
percent of participating 
households. Of 
these, 596 were new 
ministry commitments, 
while 1,070 were re-
commitments to parish 
ministries.

• There were 417 offertory 
commitments — the 
stewardship of treasure 
— from 78 percent of 
participating households. 
The average pledge was 
$1,520.

We thank all those who 
participated in our 2021 
Stewardship Renewal. If you did 
not have the opportunity to fill out 
and return a commitment card, we 
invite you to consider the ways you 
may share your gifts of time, talent, 
and treasure with God and the 
parish community!

Highlights of Our 

2021 STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL
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We associate the Easter season 
with springtime —  a time of 

new life and new beginnings — 
and Holy Scripture addresses this 
idea of newness many times. The 
Lord declares, “Behold, I make all 
things new” (Rev. 21:5).

This idea of being “new” is 
important to us as Catholics, and 
it is important to our parish. We 
need to strive to do this on a 
regular basis — even on a daily 
basis. Think of the fact that all 
was once new. Regardless of how 
you view the development of this 
earth and those of us who occupy 
it, all was once new.

During this Easter season, we need to 
retain that idea of being “new.” And being 
“new” means conversion, and we have often 
pointed out that conversion is at the heart of a 
life of stewardship.

As the Catechism of the Catholic Church puts 
it, “The Paschal mystery has two aspects: by 
his death, Christ liberates us from sin; by his 
Resurrection, he opens for us the way to a 
new life” (654).  

In other words, Christ’s Resurrection is 
the source of our new life — our own future 
resurrection. St. Paul wrote about it to the 
Romans (Rom 6:5) — “For if we have grown 
into union with him through a death like 
his, we shall also be united with him in the 
resurrection.” 

Hope for a new life beginning now and 
extending on into heaven is the result of 
Jesus’ Resurrection. What greater grounds 
for thanksgiving can there be than this Easter 
hope? We should sing with joy about God’s 
promise to us, “Behold, I make all things new” 
(Rev 21:5).

St. Paul also wrote (Col 3:1-2), “If then you 
were raised with Christ, seek what is above, 
where Christ is seated at the right hand of 

God. Think of what is above, 
not of what is on earth.”  Jesus’ 
Resurrection and His promise of 
a new life for us mean that we 
need to live in conformity with 
our status as adopted children of 
God.

How do we show our joy and 
our gratitude to God for this 
amazing gift He has given us? We 
join in worship and praise God 
by word and song. We share the 
Good News of Jesus’ victory over 
death with our family, friends, 
and neighbors. And we offer 
back to the Lord a portion of the 
time, talent, and treasure He has 

entrusted to us.
Yes, the Easter message that we share 

in the benefits of Christ’s Resurrection 
indeed makes all things new — the ultimate 
foundation for all Christian stewardship.

The Lord is risen, alleluia.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Jose Panthaplamthottiyil, CMI 
Pastor

A Letter From Our Pastor

All Things and All People 
Are Made New

Dear Parishioners,
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The Catholic Church is universal and our faith is 
for people of all nations and cultures. All over 

the world, Catholics beautify their faith through 
their unique cultures. Here at Elizabeth Ann Seton, 
we have a ministry that gives us a taste of the 
universality of the Catholic Church. The Multicultural 
Ministry serves our parish family by uniting 
parishioners from many cultural backgrounds 
and sharing the traditions of each culture. Marina 
Medina, the coordinator of the Multicultural 
Ministry, represents the Spanish community. 

“Our goal is to bring all cultural backgrounds 
together because we are one body in Christ,” 
Marina says. “We want to show one another the 
richness that we have in each country.”

Currently, there are 15 countries represented 
in the Multicultural Ministry, but more are always 
welcomed. 

“Although the Catholic Church is universal in 
doctrine and practice, there is diversity in how 
other cultures approach and practice our universal 
faith,” Marina says. 

The Multicultural Ministry hosts events that 
lift the parish up in prayer while highlighting and 
sharing the unique practices of different cultures. 
At the same time, it creates opportunities for 
community and fellowship amongst parishioners. 
Once a month, the ministry holds a multicultural 
Mass on Saturday morning followed by coffee 
and donuts. For the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, the ministry celebrates with an event 
that is traditional in Marina’s home country of 
Colombia and other South American countries. 
Parishioners come together to pray the Rosary and 
sing in many languages. They light candles on the 
sidewalk and create a path for the Blessed Mother. 

THE MULTICULTURAL MINISTRY: 
Uniting Our Parishioners and Sharing Our Many Traditions

Back Row (from left):
Rey Mayo, Efren Mallada, Denise LaFrance, Mike Tennyson, Deacon Jose Homem, Fr. Rob Trujillo, and Marina Medina

Front Row (from left):
Benita Mayo, MaryLou Mallada, Maxima Gines, Maryse Toussaint, Pacita Ortiz, Lolly Teague, Mary Huysman, and Hilda Rausini.
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They pray the Rosary while they walk with a picture 
of the Blessed Mother. Afterward, parishioners 
gather for coffee and fellowship. 

One of the biggest events held by the 
Multicultural Ministry is their Pentecost celebration. 
Following the multicultural Mass on Saturday, 
all of the different countries are represented by 
decorated tables in the parish hall. Members wear 
traditional dress and share food from their home 
countries. Traditional dances from around the 
world are performed, and Scripture passages about 
the Holy Spirit and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are 
incorporated throughout the event. Marina says 
that last year, 240 people attended the event. 

“Celebrating the diversity among cultures helps 
us reach back to our roots spiritually and socially, 
especially for those who are here away from their 
homelands,” Marina says. “We can share the beauty 
and richness of our cultures.” 

The Multicultural Ministry often collaborates 
with other parish ministries, such as the Knights 
of Columbus. The ministry is always looking for 
more diversity and welcomes the whole parish to 
celebrate with them. 

“I think it’s a beautiful ministry,” Marina says. 
“I’m proud of the ministry and very thankful for it.”

THE MULTICULTURAL MINISTRY: 
Uniting Our Parishioners and Sharing Our Many Traditions

If you would like to get involved, or for more information about the 
Multicultural Ministry’s meetings and events, please contact 

Marina Medina at 386-445-2200 or velez41@yahoo.com.

Marina Medina

“Celebrating the diversity among cultures helps us reach 
back to our roots spiritually and socially, especially for 
those who are here away from their homelands. We can 

share the beauty and richness of our cultures.”  
— MARINA MEDINA

mailto:velez41@yahoo.com
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Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:

Jim LaFrance has been an 
Extraordinary Minister 

for over 30 years. He takes 
communion to parishioners 
in hospitals, nursing homes, 
and their own homes. Of 
the nine nursing homes that 
the parish now serves with 
a monthly Mass and weekly 
communion services, Jim 
visits seven every week. He 
also visits 14 homes weekly 
to give communion to the 
homebound.  

 Jim was led to become 
an Extraordinary Minister 
after accompanying a friend 
who was serving in a nursing 
home. However, when 
Jim first started serving in 
nursing homes, he didn’t 
care for the work. Seeing so 
many lonely and isolated 
people who needed to rely 
on others for care was hard. 

“Then, I realized that they needed more than 
the Eucharist,” Jim says. “They needed people to 
hear their story — to smile and laugh.”

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
play an important role in the parish community. 
They support our priests by giving out 
communion at Masses and by taking communion 
to homebound parishioners who can’t make 
it to Mass. It’s a special ministry. Ministers 
are responsible both for carrying the sacred 
body and blood of Christ and for providing 
spiritual and relational support for those two 
whom they minister. Ministers are trained and 
commissioned before starting their work.  

Being an Extraordinary Minister has enabled 
Jim to encounter the Lord in the lives of others, 
all while drawing closer and being transformed 

by Christ.  
“It became a ministry 

where I came to bring them 
peace and happiness,” he 
says. “I let them know that 
they’re important to God, 
and I listen to them.” 

Over time, Jim realized 
that the Lord had called him 
to work with the elderly. 

“The best way for me to 
do that is being a Eucharistic 
Minister and visiting with 
them,” he says.

Steadfastly showing up 
for people has opened doors 
for others to draw closer to 
the Lord.

“There was a woman in 
a nursing home,” he says. 
“When I first met her, I asked 
if she was Catholic, and she 
said, ‘yes.’ When I asked 
if she wanted to receive 
communion she said, ‘no.’ 

So I sat with her for 15 minutes. This went on 
for two to three months. Eventually, she told me 
that the reason she doesn’t receive communion 
is that her daughter died when she was 6 and 
this woman blamed God for it. I explained to her 
that God didn’t kill her daughter.” 

Jim gratefully remembers that his persistence 
paid off in the end since she received Holy 
Communion one week before she passed.  

When Extraordinary Ministers go to nursing 
homes, they conduct a communion service 
during which the Word of God is proclaimed and 
the Holy Communion is distributed. Additionally, 
Jim prepares a reflection based on the Sunday 
Liturgy. 

“It makes you stop and study the readings,” 
he says. “I try to come up with a reflection that 

Jim LaFrance is an Extraordinary Minister  
of Holy Communion
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Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: Being the Hands of Christ 

will help and pertain to people in the retirement 
homes.

As Jim can attest, the more time we spend 
doing God’s work, the closer we are to God. 

“They tell you that reverence is everything 
when you become a Eucharistic Minister,” Jim 
says. “If I distribute 20 hosts, every time I hold 
one and say, ‘Behold the Lamb of God,’ I look at 
it and believe those words. When I say, ‘Lord I’m 
not worthy,’ I look down, away from the host, out 
of reverence.

“God is with us every moment of every day, 
giving us everything we need,” he adds. “How 
much time do we spend letting Him know we 
love Him through prayer and through giving to 
people who are alone? The time we spend doing 
that is time spent showing God we love Him.” 

According to the diocesan guidelines, 

“Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
are to be fully initiated Catholics, i.e., receive 
the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and 
Eucharist, and be at least 16 years of age. They 
should regularly attend Mass on Sundays and 
holy days of obligation. As well, they are to be 
encouraged to frequently participate in the 
sacraments.” 

Currently, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton serves nine 
nursing homes — Gold Choice, Windsor, 
Brookdale, Las Palmas, Sabal Palms, Grand Villa, 
Grand Oaks, Tuscan Gardens, and Flagler Health 
and Rehabilitation Center. Additionally, the 
parish has 24 Homebound Ministers who visit 
69 homebound parishioners each week and 64 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion who 
serve at Mass.  

To learn more about becoming an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, 
please contact Elaine Leonard 

at 386-445-2246, ext. 147 or eleonard@seaspcfl.org.

“God is with us every moment of every day, giving us 
everything we need. How much time do we spend letting 

Him know we love Him through prayer and through giving 
to people who are alone? The time we spend doing that is 

time spent showing God we love Him.” — JIM LAFRANCE

mailto:eleonard@seaspcfl.org
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The Home Sweet Home Ministry  continued from front cover

We are very proud of how our church looks.” 
In addition to cleaning and polishing, the members will fix minor repairs 

as needed and make sure that any larger repair needs are addressed.
“We have custodians who clean every day,” Hilda says. “They do a 

wonderful job. Our church is large though, and as anyone who keeps a 
home knows, there is a need for a deeper cleaning to be done as well. I 
have parishioners who will tell me how nice the church looks and smells 
after we clean.

“We divide the church into sections and each group has the supplies they 
need to do their tasks,” she adds. “It takes us about three hours to do the work.”

The start of the COVID-19 pandemic in early 2020 also had an impact on 
the need for this ministry within the parish. 

“The members of this ministry also assist on Sundays when we need to 
clean the church between the Masses,” Hilda says. “We have a lot of people 
who happily help with the cleaning and sanitizing each weekend.”

Jennifer Troy, Hilda Rausini, Leilani Aminie, 
Shawn McLaughlin, Sarah Mayne.

Absent from the photo is Carlos Velez, 
Mary Huysman, and Janet Jennings. 

The Home Sweet Home Ministry meets on the second Tuesday of 
each month, starting at 9:30 a.m. If you are interested in learning 

more or joining this ministry, please contact Hilda Rausini 
at 386-445-2246 or email her at rita1947@aol.com.

http://www.seaspcfl.org
mailto:rita1947@aol.com

