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God speaks to our hearts through 
Sacred Scripture. Parishioner Pedyne 

Joseph has been deeply influenced by her 
encounter with Christ through Scripture. 

“Learning about God’s particular 
and salvific plan for me inspires me 
to strive even harder to be a better 
person,” Pedyne says.

Being prompted by the Holy Spirit and 
seeing a need for others to learn more 
about Salvation History, Pedyne decided 
to start the Bible Study Ministry here 
at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton. The study is 
currently using The Great Adventure Bible 
Timeline from Ascension Press to survey 
the timeline of Scripture. There are many 

opportunities to attend this study. Pedyne 
leads one group that typically meets after 
the 8:30 a.m. Saturday Mass in the rectory 
meeting room. Fr. Jim also leads the same 
study on Mondays at 7 p.m. and Tuesdays 
after the 8:30 a.m. Mass in the parish hall.

The Bible studies offer high-quality 
lessons that benefit all who attend.

“We get together and watch 
videos and listen to audio talks given 
by different Scripture scholars who 
are faithful to the Magisterium of the 
Catholic Church,” Pedyne says. “To 
prepare for each lesson, we read the 
assigned book or chapter of the Bible 
that the video will touch on, and then we 
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Being prompted by the Holy 
Spirit and seeing a need for 
others to learn more about 
Salvation History, Pedyne 
Joseph decided to start the 
Bible Study Ministry here at 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton.



ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH0 2

Have you ever wished that life came with an 
instruction manual? What a valuable resource 

that would be! Whenever you find yourself running 
in circles, this instruction manual would give you 
step-by-step instructions on how to fix the problem 
and reroute your course.

Well, here’s some good news. For those living a 
Christian life, there is such a manual — the Bible.

Sometimes referred to as the “textbook of 
stewardship,” the Bible is a bountiful resource for the 
present-day Christian. Written by anointed prophets 
and sages, this collection of divinely inspired 
parables, poems and letters is full of testimonials 
that express the blessings that come from true 
discipleship, conveyed through lives of stewardship. 

Stewardship is not a new concept. The Bible 
gives proof to this claim through passages such 
as the 26th chapter of the Book of Deuteronomy. 
We read Moses’ words, as he tells the Israelites 
to offer the choicest portions of their harvest to 
God: “When you have come into the land which the 
LORD, your God, is giving you as a heritage, and 
have taken possession and settled in it, you shall 
take some first fruits of the various products of 
the soil which you harvest from the land the LORD, 
your God, is giving you; put them in a basket and 
go to the place which the LORD, your God, will 
choose as the dwelling place for his name… ‘Now, 
therefore, I have brought the first fruits of the 
products of the soil which you, LORD, have given 
me.’ You shall set them before the LORD, your God, 
and you shall bow down before the LORD, your 
God” (Dt 26:1-2, 10).

St. Paul briefly touches on the essence of 
stewardship when he said, “In every way I have 
shown you that by hard work of that sort we must 

help the weak, and keep in mind the words of the 
Lord Jesus who himself said, ‘It is more blessed to 
give than to receive’” (Acts 20:35).

Again, in St. Paul’s second letter to the 
Corinthians, we read about living a life of Christian 
stewardship: “Whoever sows sparingly will also 
reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will 
also reap bountifully. Each must do as already 
determined, without sadness or compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor 9:6-7).

While this is well and good, what does it mean for 
the present-day Christian? Why should it matter that 
the Bible alludes to stewardship in various passages? 
It shows us that Christians and Jews have struggled 
with and benefited from the concept of stewardship 
for thousands of years. It ties the message of 
stewardship to the role of a Christian disciple. It 
gives proof that stewardship and discipleship go 
hand-in-hand. It offers encouragement to us, that 
stewardship is in fact a foundational component 
of the Christian life, a way of life that one of the 
founding fathers of the Church — St. Paul — 
preached about and advocated.

The Bible is indeed the textbook of stewardship. 
It lays out the steps we must take to become true 
disciples of Christ. Reading and meditating upon 
God’s Word is always a fruitful exercise. Those who 
regularly delve into Scripture often develop a deeper 
understanding of Who God is, how and why He loves 
us, and how we can show Him our love in return.

As you strive to become a grateful steward and 
live the life of Christian discipleship, develop a love 
for Sacred Scripture. Allow God’s Word to nourish 
your soul regularly, and watch as stewardship 
changes from a foreign concept to an integral 
component of your daily life.

The Bible
The Textbook of Stewardship
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In the Catholic Church, we designate a particular devotion 
for each month — and May is when we honor our Blessed 

Mother Mary. Thus, this is a good time for us to think about and 
concentrate on our devotion to the Mother of God. Perhaps we 
can add a few more Marian prayers to our daily routine. Praying 
the Rosary might be even more important. Of course, that 
assumes that daily prayer is part of our daily routine — which it 
should be.

Our Blessed Mother is important to our faith and our Church. 
Her willingness to serve in a way that allowed the Lord to take 

human form made our salvation a possibility. 
Because of her complete trust in God, she 

lived her life free from sin, and after 
her life, she was assumed into heaven 
by the power of God and crowned 
Queen of Heaven and Earth.

She is, of course, not divine. We 
worship only our Lord Jesus Christ, but we honor Mary as a saint, 

and also in many other ways. We honor God when we remember 
the role of Mary in our salvation. Devotion to Mary always leads to 

Jesus Christ Himself.
Mary was joyous when she said “yes” to God. That is the kind 

of joy we need to seek — and we, too, must say “yes” to the Lord. 
Let us be grateful to Mary for bringing us her Son. This is why we 
crown her on our Catholic version of Mother’s Day. Through Mary, 

we are given an invitation into the Catholic fold. Her feminine 
presence and the safety of her motherhood may help us 
grow.

For most of us, this time of year is a month of growth in 
relation to nature. It is difficult not to have May as one of 
our favorite months for so many reasons. May is a beautiful 

time. We are called to make it even more beautiful, and we 
can do that as we serve and love one another. 

I am deeply blessed to be your pastor. I may say that 
often, but it is true. My priesthood has been a blessing 
and serving you all has made that blessing even more 
significant. 

I pray for you daily. Please pray for me. God bless you 
and keep you always.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Jose Panthaplamthottiyil, CMI 
Pastor

A Letter From The Pastor

The Month of Mary: 
A Time for Celebration and Joy

Dear Parishioners,
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The loss of a loved one affects each person 
differently. While everyone has their grief 

journey, one thing that can help is to have others 
alongside you during the journey. The Bereavement 
Ministry is here to share in that journey, supporting 
those who have suffered the loss of a loved one. 
The program is available to everyone — whether 
they lost a loved one last year or 20 years ago. 

The Scripture-based ministry, which follows 
the Seasons of Hope program, is unique as 
its sessions continue for a longer period of 24 
weeks. The program is organized into four six-
week sessions. Attendees can start at any time in 
the program cycle. 

Pam Cowles has seen more than 300 people 
through this program in her 12 years of facilitating 
it. The group meets Wednesday mornings from 
10 a.m. to noon in the rectory meeting room. Pam 
usually has a past attendee help her facilitate. 
This person can serve as an example to those 
grieving that they can make it through. 

“I like to think of grief as being on a journey,” 
Pam says. “Attendees are there to support each 
other. There are lifelong friendships made.”

A common misconception is that this program 
is only for those who have lost a spouse. This is 
not the case — it is meant for anyone grieving 

a loss of a family member. There is also a 
misconception that if you show up, you are 
committed to attending each session. Pam invites 
anyone to sit in and check it out — attendees are 
under no obligation to share or commit. 

The sessions cover topics such as dealing with 
loneliness, anger issues, and family relationships. 

“This program really focuses on how our faith 
supports us,” Pam says. “Thank God we have the 
belief that there is something beyond this life.”

People are being referred to the Bereavement 
Ministry from doctor’s offices, and being Catholic is 
not a requirement to attend. It’s grown to become 
a popular program in the Palm Coast area. 

Some attendees lost a loved one many years 
ago, and others have lost someone more recently. 
There have been attendees who have come 
multiple times due to suffering multiple losses. 

“Grieving different relationships involves a 
different process,” Pam says. 

Pam tries to help attendees find a ministry 
to get involved in at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton. 
It always helps the grief process to have a 
sense of purpose. She first got started with 
the Bereavement Ministry when she heard 
the Diocese of St. Augustine was looking for a 
facilitator. At that time, no classes were being 

A  C L O S E R  L O O K  A T  O U R  B E R E A V E M E N T  M I N I S T R Y : 
Sharing the Journey with Anyone Who Has Faced a Loss

The Bereavement Ministry is here to share in the journey of grief, supporting those who have suffered the loss of a loved one. 
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offered between Jacksonville and Daytona Beach. 
“Something inspired me,” Pam says. “I said, ‘I 

think I can do that.’”
Having received training through the diocese, 

Pam feels blessed to be part of this ministry. 
“It’s really rewarding to see people start to 

heal as they go through this,” she says. “This 
strengthens my faith, just to see how people cope 
and become stronger. I love seeing people support 
each other, reach out and look after one another.”

A  C L O S E R  L O O K  A T  O U R  B E R E A V E M E N T  M I N I S T R Y : 
Sharing the Journey with Anyone Who Has Faced a Loss

Bible Study Ministry  continued from front cover

end the meeting with discussion questions.”
The study puts a strong emphasis on reading the 

Bible under the direction of the Magisterium, which 
is the official teaching body of the Church comprised 
of the pope and his fellow bishops. The Magisterium 
helps us to read Sacred Scripture in light of Sacred 
Tradition so that we may properly interpret the Bible. 

“Knowing that we need guidance, our loving God 
has given us the Magisterium to teach us how to 
read His Word,” Pedyne says. “This is an awesome 
help, as it prevents us from having to figure out what 
God may mean in Scripture on our own.” 

As a result, the Bible studies are a crucial part of 
the parish’s faith formation, helping many learn how 
to read and pray with Scripture. This is a great way to 
learn the faith and how to live a satisfied Christian life. 

Pedyne has witnessed the fruit of the Bible 
Study Ministry within her own life and in the other 
members who attend. 

“By reading the Bible outside of Mass, I actually 
get more out of going to Mass,” she says. “I have 
seen how this Bible Study has helped us (who attend) 
to develop good habits of faith and prayer.”

Reading Scripture is not simply viewing words on a page — it is an encounter 
with the person of Jesus Christ. All are encouraged to join the Bible Study Ministry. 

For more information, please call the rectory at 386-445-2246.

Front Row: L to R, Steve Motylinski, Wayne Friday, 
Rene Ronseca, Rita Reinert

Back Row: L to R, Barbara  Toth, Franny Rodino, 
Debbie Motylinski, Karen Kiewlwasser.

If you would like to get involved in the Bereavement Ministry, 
simply attend a Wednesday 10 a.m. meeting or contact Pam Cowles at 
healthministry@seaspcfl.org. All who are grieving a loss are welcome. 

Pam CowlesLouise Kummer

mailto:healthministry@seaspcfl.org
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May Crowning
A Celebration of the Coronation of Mary

For many Catholics, May Crownings of statues or icons 
of the Blessed Mother have become rites of spring. Like 

flowers blooming or Mother’s Day, this annual Marian 
devotion reminds us that the cold of winter is behind us, 
and it ushers in a month during which the Catholic Church 
pays special homage to Mary as the Queen of Heaven and 
Mother of God.

Generally taking place during the first weekend of the 
month, May Crownings bring children — often, recent First 
Communicants — out in their Sunday best to participate in 
processions and adorn statues of the Blessed Mother with 
crowns of flowers or actual gold crowns. Additionally, the 
children often place roses at her feet, and Catholics carry 
out similar practices in their homes by placing roses around 
statues of the Blessed Virgin, or even adding ornamentation 
to images of Mary. But where did this practice come from, 
and how did it develop into the tradition that we currently 
know and love?

The Coronation of Mary had been a popular subject in 
European art and literature for centuries, but the tradition 
of the May Crowning can be most accurately traced back 
to the late 16th century. Perhaps inspired by the practice 
of adding ornamentation to Marian icons that had been 
carried out by some Eastern churches, Pope Clement VIII 
added two crowns to the icon of Mary with the Infant Jesus 
in the St. Mary Major Basilica in Rome. The crowns were 
eventually lost, but were replaced by Gregory XVI in 1837 
in a rite that was to become the standard practice for 
crowning.

While the May Crowning is not an official liturgical 
celebration on the Church calendar, it is an important 
practice in honoring Mary as the Queen of the Universe, 
and its imagery is especially influential in the faith 
formation of children. As Liz Kelly writes in May Crowning, 
Mass, and Merton and Other Reasons I Love Being Catholic, 
“One of the defining aspects of being Catholic is devotion 
to Mary. I favor no Marian celebration more highly than 
May Crowning, the feast that recognizes Mary as queen of 
heaven and earth. To a person of any age, this is a mighty 
big title, but to a child of five or six or seven, it expands to 
enchanting, magical proportions. How many queens does 
one get a chance to meet in a lifetime, much less crown?”

This year, make a special effort to honor the coronation 
of Mary through participation in a personal or public May 
Crowning devotion.

Bring Flowers of the Rarest

Bring flow’rs of the fairest, 
Bring flow’rs of the rarest, 

From garden and woodland 
And hillside and vale; 

Our full hearts are swelling, 
Our glad voices telling 

The praise of the loveliest 
Rose of the vale. 

O Mary! we crown thee 
with blossoms today, 
Queen of the Angels, 
Queen of the May, 

O Mary! we crown thee 
with blossoms today, 
Queen of the Angels, 
Queen of the May.
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Angels of Mercy Ministry: 
Ensuring the Dignity of Our Departed 

and Offering Prayerful Comfort

The Catholic Church gives us the corporal 
works of mercy as a guide for loving and 

serving our neighbors. As noted by the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, the corporal 
works of mercy are feeding the hungry, giving 
drink to the thirsty, clothing the naked, visiting 
the sick, visiting the imprisoned, sheltering the 
homeless, and burying the dead.

For the Angels of Mercy Ministry, their 
main focus is the corporal work of mercy of 
burying the dead. Parishioner Hilda Rausini is 
the coordinator of this ministry. 

“We have a lot of funerals in our parish 
and many of them don’t have many people in 
attendance because they mostly have family 
and friends from out of town,” Hilda says. 
“Father asked me to contact people to attend 
these funerals to pray for the dead. I did and 
immediately got 39 responses of ‘Yes!’” 

For Hilda, this ministry is very close to her heart. 
“I lost my husband in 2008 and I also lost 

my son when he was a college student,” she 
says. “I can really sympathize with the families 
who are experiencing this heartbreak. Being 
able to be present at the funerals and praying 

continued on back cover

Front Row;  L to R: Maria Ramirez, Monica Lund and Alex Mecalco
Middle Row: L to R:  Alicja Sulczynski, Katherine Gribbin, Marvlyn Lewis

Back Row L to R: Margarita Serrano, Hilda Rausini, Rosie Lewis 
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for those who have died is a beautiful gift.”
Hilda sends out emails with the names and 

photos of those who have funerals for the next 
week, informing the members of this ministry of 
the dates and times of the funeral. She invites 
them to come pray for those who have passed. 

“Our funeral liturgy is so beautiful!” she says. 
“The cantors and musicians do a wonderful job. It 
gives people a chance not only to grieve but also 
to be hopeful that we will see them again.” 

The work of burying the dead is an important 

one with regard to the Catholic teaching on 
supporting the dignity of every human person. 
By doing this work of mercy, we are celebrating 
and dignifying the life of each member of God’s 
creation. 

“The families really appreciate our 
attendance,” Hilda says. “We receive many ‘thank 
you’ notes. It is comforting to them to have us 
there. I know that because I have been there. To 
have others mourning and celebrating the life of 
your loved one is a comfort to those left behind.”

To be put on the Angels of Mercy email list, please email Hilda Rausini at rita1947@aol.com.

“The families really appreciate our attendance. We receive 
many ‘thank you’ notes. It is comforting to them to have us 

there. I know that because I have been there. To have others 
mourning and celebrating the life of your loved one is a 

comfort to those left behind.” — HILDA RAUSINI

Angels of Mercy: 

http://www.seaspcfl.org
mailto:rita1947@aol.com

