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Our Lord Jesus Christ had clear expectations 
for us to evangelize and invite others into 

the Church. The Rite of Christian Initiation for 
Adults process, or RCIA, is devoted to this work 
of welcoming others into the Catholic Church. On 
average, our RCIA process helps 30 people enter the 
Church. Diocesan-wide in St. Augustine, the annual 
number consistently exceeds 600 new Catholics.

Director of Religious Education Katie Allio has 
facilitated the RCIA process for the last five years, 
accompanying hundreds of people on their journey 
into the Church. 

“RCIA is a formation program that consists of a 

journey for those who are not baptized or haven’t 
received all of their Sacraments of Initiation — 
Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation — and are 

continued on page 2

RCIA: 
Building Kingdom of Heaven, 

Sharing Journey to Full 
Communion in Our Church
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Our newly initiated at Easter Vigil 2022 with their sponsors and 
Bishop Felipe J. Estevez — Marina Medina, Loretta Callahan, 

Vilma Merlos, Belkins Garcia, Kendra Martinez, Carmen Roman, 
Maria Gonzalez, Nikolle Moreno, Katie Allio, Mimi Baruch
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seeking to enter into full communion with the Church,” Katie says.
The formation received throughout RCIA prepares the 

participants to profess the faith of the Catholic Church and enter 
it as full members. The period of formation starts in October and 
culminates in the joyous celebration of the Easter Vigil, where the 
candidates will receive the sacraments and be brought into the 
Church. Throughout this time, the participants meet every Thursday 
at 6 p.m. in the Rectory Room for catechesis, where the faith is 
shared and explained. In addition, the group attends 
the Sunday noon Mass together. At the Mass, after 
the homily, the group is dismissed and meets 
together for a further study of the Scriptures. This 
time is called “Breaking Open the Word.”

“The conversations amongst the facilitators and 
candidates are what drive the formation process and 
form profound and lasting relationships,” Katie says. 
“I look forward to Thursday nights! Sharing the faith 
with those who are actively seeking the Lord within 
their lives is an inspiring and humbling experience.”

A comprehensive presentation of the Catholic 
faith is provided to the candidates, but Katie notes 
that questions about Catholic social teaching and 
the meaning behind the Mass often arise. 

“It is an eye-opening experience for the 
candidates to learn about the true presence of 
the Lord in the Eucharist and the reasons behind 
why we sit, stand, and kneel throughout Mass,” 
Katie says.

The program’s impact is life-changing for those 
who participate and spreads to the entire parish in 
huge ways. Our youth minister, Jeremy Vest was an 
RCIA who converted to Catholicism. 

“Many converts are eager to dive into the life 
of the parish and deeply desire to live a life of 
stewardship,” Katie says. “Many ask me, ‘How can I 
serve the Church now that the Church has welcomed me and provided me with the sacraments?’”

The former participants are now members of a variety of ministries, here at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton and beyond. 
“There was a young man that went through the program two years ago who is now doing mission work in Africa 

during his summers,” Katie says. “Another woman is now considering entering into religious life as a nun.”

The RCIA process continues the great work of evangelization and building up the Kingdom of God. 
If you are thinking about becoming Catholic, or are already Catholic and would like to get 

more involved in RCIA at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, please contact the parish office at 
386-445-2246 or Katie Allio at kallio@seaspcfl.org.

RCIA  continued from front cover

Easter Vigil 2022

Fr. Jose administering the Sacrament of Confirmation to Antonio Ramirez 
at the Easter Vigil 2022

Rite of Election at the Cathedral of St. Augustine with Bishop Estévez

mailto:kallio@seaspcfl.org
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November automatically brings us 
to thoughts of thanksgiving and 

Thanksgiving.
It is both a time of year when we think 

in terms of being grateful to God for our 
gifts, and a time when we also formally 
celebrate our American holiday. My 
memories of Thanksgiving are filled with 
food, of course, but they are also filled 
with thoughts of family and a sense of 
togetherness and a sense of my faith.

But this is also a significant month in 
the Church from several perspectives. Nov. 1 is a Holy 
Day, the Solemnity of All Saints. The next day is All 
Souls Day, a day devoted to all the saints in our lives — 
living, not living, known, and unknown.

Most of us have people in our lives who have had 
a profound impact on us — people we can consider 
our own personal saints. This month is a wonderful 
reminder to think of them, thank them, and thank God 
for making them a part of our lives.

Our Thanksgiving holiday falls on Nov. 24 and 
is a time for families and gratitude. Thanksgiving 
became official in the United States in 1863, and in his 
proclamation, President Abraham Lincoln made very 
clear Whom we needed to thank. “To these bounties, 
which are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone 

to forget the source from which they come, 
others have been added, which are of so 
extraordinary a nature, that they cannot fail 
to penetrate and soften even the heart which 
is habitually insensible to the ever-watchful 
providence of Almighty God,” Lincoln said. In 
other words, we all need to thank Almighty 
God for our many blessings.

Finally, November also brings us to the 
end of one Church year and the beginning 
of a new one. The Feast of Christ the King 
on Nov. 20 officially begins the final week of 

our liturgical year, and the First Sunday of Advent is on 
Nov. 27. From the beginning of the month when we 
thank God for the example of the saints and the saintly 
people in our lives, to the end of the month when we 
thank God for everything we have and everything we 
are, November is a time to approach the Lord with 
a grateful heart. That is what stewardship truly is all 
about — about approaching God, about approaching 
each day, and about approaching all those whom we 
encounter with hearts filled with gratitude and love.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Jose Panthaplamthottiyil, CMI 
Pastor

A Letter From The Pastor

November: 
Time for Gratitude and Thanksgiving

Dear Parishioners,
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Once again, it’s time for our Annual Stewardship Renewal. 
Every year, someone asks, as you may have asked yourself, 

“Didn’t we just have a Stewardship Renewal? Aren’t we sufficiently 
‘renewed’ by now?” Yes, we had a Stewardship Renewal last year, 
and we’re going to have one next year, too!  This is an annual 
occurrence  —  part of the rhythm of parish life at St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton. Just as the Church proposes a time of spiritual renewal 
each Lent, we believe in the importance of a yearly examination of 
commitment. Is the Lord asking you to give more time, talent, or 
treasure to our parish this year?

How do I use my Commitment Card?
Your Commitment Card allows you to make commitments to 

prayer, parish ministries, and offertory giving. It is designed to be 
used by the whole family.

Time Section: Except for the ill and homebound, everyone should 
be able to check “Come to Mass on Sundays and Holy Days.” 
Try to check at least a few other items. Daily prayer should be a 
priority for every person trying to grow closer to God.
Talent Section: You can either sign up for new ministries or 
re-commit to your current ministries. Be sure to write your first 
name next to the ministry! This is especially important if the 
card is being used by more than one person.
Treasure Section: Clearly print how much money you plan to 
give each week or month to our parish. Try to take a step toward 
giving five percent of your income to St. Elizabeth Ann Seton.

My age or physical limitations prevent me from being active 
in the parish. Should I still turn in a Commitment Card?

Yes! The first section of the card — Stewardship of Time — is 
the most important because it allows you to make commitments 
to prayer. Even if you can’t join a ministry or make it to Mass on 
Sunday, you can still pray for our parish. Your spiritual support 
has tremendous value in the eyes of God.

One time I turned in a card, but no one ever called me when I 
signed up for a ministry.

If this happened in the past, please forgive us! And don’t give 
up on filling out your Commitment Card! We have a very good 
plan to call every person interested in joining a new ministry. If 
for some reason the ministry leader does not call you within four 
weeks of turning in your card, let the parish office know.

Questions and Answers 
About Our Annual Stewardship Renewal

Commitment Weekend is 
November 12/13. Don’t 

forget to bring your 
Commitment Card to Mass!

= Currently Involved  = Interested in Joining

Clearly write the first name of family member on the line.

Please bring this card to Mass on 

November 12/13, or mail using the envelope 

provided. Thank you and God bless you!

continued on next panel

Talent (continued)

LIFT UP YOUR 

H E A R T S
= Currently Involved  = Interested in Joining

Clearly write the first name of family member on the line.

Address

City   State  ZIP

First & Last Name

Phone

Email

Spouse: First & Last Name

Spouse: Phone

Spouse: Email

Talent (continued)
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ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON

CATHOLIC CHURCH

2022 COMMITMENT CARDSt. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church

Prayer

  Adoration

  Adoration Prayer Group

  Angels of Mercy

  Celebration of the Virgin Mary,   

“Un Pueblo Mariano”

  Charismatic Prayer Group

  Cursillo/Ultreya

  Divine Mercy Prayer Group

  Flame of Love

  Lay Carmelites

  Lectio Divina

  Lord of Miracles

  Our Lady of Perpetual Help

  Padre Pio Prayer Group

  Our Lady of Fatima Portuguese 

Committee

  Queen of Peace Prayer Group

  Regina Pacis and Medjugorje Prayer 

Group

  Rosa Mystica Prayer Group

  Rosary Cenacle Prayer Group

  Rosary Makers

  San Lorenzo Ruiz

  Santo Niño De Cebú

  Secular Franciscans

  Storming Heaven Prayer Ministry

  Teams of Our Lady

Service

  Altar Servers

  Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support Group

  Bereavement Ministry

  Cancer Support Group

  Evangelization Ministry

  Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 

Communion

  Funeral/Memorial Services

  Garden Ministry

Service (continued) 

  Health Ministry

  Home Sweet Home/Cleaning Ministry

  Hispanic Ministries Committee   

(El Comité Hispano)

  Hospital Ministry

  Knights of Columbus

  Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary

  Ladies Guild

  Lectors

  Legion of Mary

  Little Angels Choir

  Men’s Club

  Mother Seton Outreach

  Multi-Cultural Ministry

  Music Ministry

  Prison Ministry 

  Respect Life Committee

  Ribbons of Love

  Sacristans

  Seton Hall

  Seton Library

  Seton Shop

  Spiritual Life Committee

  Street Evangelization

  Teleministry

  Youth Ministry

  Youth Praise and Worship Team
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How much should I give?
Your gift is entirely 

dependent on how much 
God has given you. At 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, 
we ask that you give five 
percent to our parish, one 
percent to the diocese, 
and four percent to 
other charities. Why a 
percentage of income? 
First, because the tithe 
(10 percent) is a 
scriptural benchmark 
that the Church has 
honored for centuries 
(see Malachi 3:10). 
Secondly, we give a 
percentage of income 
because it is a common-
sense standard by which everyone can equitably support the parish. Most of all, we give because we 
believe God comes first in everything, even finances.

What if I can’t fulfill my financial pledge?
While our pledge is not a “contract,” we should all make a good-faith effort to fulfill it.   Of course, if your 

financial circumstances change — if you lose your job, for instance — then the amount of money you give 
the Church will change, too. Likewise if you get a raise or bonus. The biggest reason many people don’t fulfill 
their pledge is that they attend Mass at another parish when they go on vacation, attend a wedding, etc. If 
you’re out of town, just make up for the missed Sunday when you write your next check to the parish. Using 
your envelopes is a good way to see which Sundays you missed.

I don’t even go to Mass very frequently. Why turn in a Commitment Card?
Because this is your chance to turn over a new leaf! Why not make a commitment to God to come to Mass 

every Sunday, and then write down that commitment? Even if that’s the only commitment you make, take a 
step forward. Jesus Himself is waiting for you!

What happens if I don’t return my Commitment Card?
We will mail you a reminder letter that includes an extra Commitment Card (in case you misplaced yours). 

Make every effort you can to participate. Our Stewardship Renewal is a very important annual event in the 
life of our parish. You and your family are part of what makes St. Elizabeth Ann Seton a great community! 
Most importantly, your commitments are actually promises to Christ Himself. All of us are called to give back 
to God a portion of what He has given us.

Questions and Answers 
About Our Annual Stewardship Renewal

Every parish family receives a special “Stewardship Package” 
in the mail that further explains our parish’s vision of 
stewardship. It includes a booklet that describes every 

ministry in the parish, as well as your Commitment Card.

LIFT UP YOUR 
H E A R T S
2022 STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL

ST.  EL IZABETH ANN SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH
A Welcoming & Inviting Parish  ∙  Always Christ-Centered and Word-Based
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Living out Gratitude and Stewardship, 
During Thanksgiving and Beyond

Every November, as the holiday 
season fast approaches, we 

are filled with a deep sense of 
gratitude for all of our blessings. 
At the same time, we encounter 
many wonderful ways to give — to 
cheerfully share our own gifts — 
during this time of Thanksgiving.

It is with this spirit of gratitude 
that we can truly live out the 
stewardship way of life. This 
Thanksgiving, there are plenty of 
opportunities to do this in a direct 
way. Is there a family member or 
friend you haven’t spoken to for a 
long time, or someone who might 
be spending the holiday alone? Drop 
them an email, pick up the phone 
and call, or even catch up with them 
via Zoom or FaceTime. Perhaps you 
may volunteer at a soup kitchen, or 
you might donate a Thanksgiving 
meal to a family in need who 
wouldn’t have one otherwise. 

For Black Friday, make it a point 
to donate old clothes that you or 
your family members no longer 
need. And as the winter draws 
closer, you might participate in — or 
even organize — a coat drive, and 
then go out into the community to 
give the coats away to homeless 
shelters and those in need during 

the winter months. There are 
countless such opportunities to live 
in gratitude and thanksgiving — 
opportunities that go beyond just 
having a meal at home. 

Of course, we must remember 
that this spirit of thanksgiving 
does not end after Thanksgiving, 
nor does it end following Advent 
and Christmas. We must always 
consider how to give, even as the 
glow of the holiday season fades 
after the New Year. In January, 
if there is abundance in your 

closet, give away from that 
abundance. In February, if there 
are volunteers needed at the soup 
kitchen, give of your time. We need 
a renewed spirit of stewardship and 
thanksgiving that lasts the whole 
year so that our giving becomes 
habitual, and not just seasonal.

This Thanksgiving, ask the 
Holy Spirit where He is calling you 
to give. And may the joy of the 
Thanksgiving season flow into our 
lives as good stewards, every day 
and throughout the entire year.

Of course, we must remember that this spirit of 
thanksgiving does not end after Thanksgiving, nor 
does it end following Advent and Christmas. We 
must always consider how to give, even as the glow 
of the holiday season fades after the New Year. In 
January, if there is abundance in your closet, give 
away from that abundance. In February, if there are 
volunteers needed at the soup kitchen, give of your 
time. We need a renewed spirit of stewardship and 
thanksgiving that lasts the whole year so that our 
giving becomes habitual, and not just seasonal.
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LECTOR 
MINISTRY:

Proclaiming the Word of God is an important 
aspect of the celebration of the Mass. Lectors 

are responsible for providing a clear and prayerful 
recitation of the readings within our liturgies. 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parishioner Jim O’Connell is 
a seasoned lector, having been involved in the ministry 
at various parishes since 1968. He began serving 
as a lector at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in 1996. Since 
he joined this ministry, the membership has nearly 
doubled, with close to 60 lectors currently involved. 

“My involvement was initiated by one of my 
closest friends, Al Castello, who became the St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton business manager,” Jim says. 
“He knew that in my job, I often spoke in front of a 
group of people. As you can imagine, being a lector 
and reading the Word of God in front of 350 was 

quite different. I have been 
involved in other ministries, 
but this ministry has brought 
me closer to my religion than 
any other.”

Jim enjoys proclaiming 
the Word to our parish 
community, but what 
he enjoys most is the 
preparation leading up to Sunday. 

“I often read the verses before and after the 
reading, I always read and mark up my lector’s 
workbook,” he says. “That is so I will not just read the 
Word, but proclaim it. There is nothing better than 
when the celebrant refers to what I just read during 
his homily.”

Sometimes there are challenging 
pronunciations, but Jim says the lector’s 
workbook helps guide lectors in their 
reading aloud. Another challenge can be 
remembering to project one’s voice loud 
enough. But overall, serving as a lector 
is a blessed ministry. 

Focusing on the Word of God and 
proclaiming it from the ambo has 
brought Jim closer to the Lord, even 
more than his service through other 
ministries. And while our parish has 
many lectors already involved, he 
encourages others to consider exploring 
the possibility of serving in this capacity.

“There is no reason to not get 
involved,” Jim says. “There are many 
reasons to get involved. The most 
important is that it is a way to show 
your children and friends that you are 
an involved Catholic. I wish the parents 
of our St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic 
School would read this and sign up so 
their children would follow them in their 
faith journey.”

(Back row, from left) Ed Reid, Lee Bentzley, Bill Klinkenberg, Tom Smith, Dennis Kow, Marc 
Reyes and Mel Gaoat; (middle row, from left) Shirley Edsell-Quaye, Peggy Reid, Barbara 
Sauvelpahkick, Gilda Kow, Kim Puntillo, Cita Alayu, Liz Skowronski; (front row, from 
left) Kathy Warner, Ophie Cordero, Lolly Teague, Hilda Rausini, Maria Pereira, Veronica 
Scott, Joyce Petrole. (Not pictured: John Allen, John Bukowski, Christine DaMata, Michael 
DaMata, Judy Fermin-Ostrin, Wayne Friday, Lilly Ganuza, Sue Hahn, Pedyne Joseph, 
Aileen Knox, Denise LaFrance, Efren Mallada, Liz McKenna, Madeline Montgomery, Norm 
Mugford, Maricella Nunez, Betsy Prussman, Jack Pulick, Kyra Quinlan, Dianne Roberge, 
Charlotte Robinstein, Francine Rodino, Bernie Sill, Barbara Smith, Don Stahurski, Luz 
Socrates, Jess Socrates, Kathy Timlin, Ralph Treder, Fred Troike, Jeremy Vest, Margarita 
Serrano, Alfonso Lopez, Susana Brinzei, Alba Dimas, Hector Ortiz and Adriana Martinez)

Lector Jim O’Connell

Anyone interested in learning more about the Lector Ministry at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
may contact Elaine Leonard at 386 445-2246, ext. 147.

Proclaiming God’s Word 
in Our Parish Community
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
DEC. 3, 2022
9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., 
Advent Stewardship  Retreat 
with Fr. Michael Troha

DEC. 13, 2022
Advent Penance Service

JAN. 15, 2023
Noon Mass
Celebration of the Feast of 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton with 
Bishop Eric Pohlmeier

MARCH 12, 2023
2 p.m.,
Eighth-grade Confirmation

MARCH 19, 2023
1:15 p.m., Concert by Fr. Stan 
Fortuna, C.F.R. in Seton Hall

MARCH 20-22, 2023
Lenten Retreat with 
Fr. Stan Fortuna, C.F.R.

MARCH 23, 2023
5 p.m., Lenten Penance Service

APRIL 23, 2023
2 p.m., First Holy Communion

MAY 13, 2023
6 p.m., Marian Gala to honor 
mothers at Plantation Bay 
Country Club

MAY 14, 2023
6:30 p.m., Concert by Marty 
Rotella in the church

http://www.seaspcfl.org

