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Introducing Our New Parish Stewardship Newsletter

I am pleased to present to you our new 
parish newsletter! This newsletter will 

help us learn how the stewardship way 
of life is a disciple’s response to the call 
to know, love, and follow our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Every month we will share stories 
that will help us better understand who we 
are as Catholics and individual members 
of God’s family. The upcoming issues will 
feature activities and events happening 
within our St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
community, and how this helps to change 
hearts, minds, and lives as, through them, we grow 
closer to Christ and each other. In each article, we will 
see how Christ is at work within us and our community 
as we more intentionally engage the stewardship way 
of life. 

I hope that this newsletter will be 
a meaningful way to continue learning 
more about our faith. As we learn more 
about our faith and how our fellow 
parishioners are living their faith out in 
our community, it will bear much fruit 
and inspire you to consider how you 
can be more involved in the life of our 
parish — for some, perhaps this will be an 
opportunity to try new things. 

This newsletter will help increase 
communication as we feature events that 

are coming up and share a lot of information with you. 
But I also want to hear from you! In early 2022, we will 
be conducting a comprehensive parish survey. The 
survey will be mailed to each home — I ask you to take 
the time to complete the survey and return it as soon 
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AN INSIDE LOOK AT OUR 

OUTREACH MINISTRY

In a small building behind the 
church, you will find a humble 

ministry that makes a big impact 
on the community. The Outreach 
Ministry offers a food pantry 
to the greater Flagler County 
community, as well as assistance 
with rent or bills that are past 
due. 

“It’s extremely rewarding,” 
says Terry Kennelly, who has 
served through this ministry 
for 15 years. “People are so 
appreciative that we are there for 
them.”

Every Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m., a handful of volunteers 
meets with anyone in the 
community who has made an 
appointment for assistance with 
a bill. The Outreach Ministry can’t 
always pay an entire bill, but for someone who has 
found themselves in a tight spot, a little help can 
make a huge difference. 

“When you go to a government agency, there’s 
an awful lot of paperwork,” Terry says. “With us, to 
get through a short period when you’re not doing 
well, all we need is your ID and the bill that is past 
due.”

Once a month, members of the community can 
receive food from the food pantry. Everything the 
Outreach Ministry has to offer the wider community 
comes from our parishioners. The Outreach 
Ministry collects food donations in a bin at the 
church, and monetary donations are collected in the 
Outreach box.

“Our parishioners are very generous,” Terry says. 

“We totally depend on them.”
Providing food or making 

a donation to the Outreach 
Ministry is a simple but impactful 
way that our parish can share 
the love of Christ. The Outreach 
Ministry is there to walk with 
those in need and who wouldn’t 
be able to do it without the 
support of the parish.

“We’ve had a lot of people 
that have gotten sick and have 
lost some time at work,” Terry 
says. “This helps them get 
through a month while they get 
back on their feet.”

The Outreach Ministry 
has been a constant in the 
community through the ups and 
downs of people’s lives. Some 
months, there is a great need for 
food, while other months, the 

volunteers help many families pay bills. One month, 
they might help 35 families, then another month, it 
might be 80.

“They know we’re there, and when they need us, 
they come to us,” Terry says.

During Advent, the Outreach Ministry puts 
together a list of families who need help providing 
Christmas presents for their children. Through the 
Angel Tree, parishioners can buy gifts for those 
families to give to their children. One can only 
imagine the difference this will make to a family on 
Christmas Day. Through all these small gifts of time, 
food, gifts, or money, our parish can spread hope to 
the community.

“It’s all our parishioners that keep us going,” 
Terry says. “Our parishioners are our lifeblood.”

To support the Outreach Ministry, drop off food in the collection bin at church, 
leave donations in the Outreach Box, and donate gifts for a child on the Angel Tree.

ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH

Outreach Ministry volunteers Dot and Michelle 
enjoy helping those in need.

Impacting Our Parish Community 
With Compassion and Love
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We aren’t just meant to live in 
a bubble of Catholicism — 

we are to spread God’s love far 
and wide. If we want to see our 
names written in heaven, then 
we should also seriously heed 
the call to evangelize.

This call extends to all within 
the Catholic Church, including our 
clergy. The Code of Canon Law directs pastors to 
“make every effort, even with the collaboration of 
the Christian faithful, so that the message of the 
Gospel comes also to those who have ceased the 
practice of their religion or do not profess the true 
faith” (528.1).

Fr. Jose Panthaplamthottiyil takes this direction 
seriously. In late August, a postcard was mailed 
to 39,000 homes around our parish, with our 
Mass times and an invitation to attend. This 
postcard reading “All are welcome” also included 
information on coming back to the Catholic 
Church. It explained how the Catholic faith is 
Christ-centered and word-based. 

In addition to the mailing, Amelia Regalado and 
Beatrice Maria Sousa have been going door-to-
door to deliver a bulletin and information on St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton. Amelia has visited more than 
1,000 homes. About 400 homes have also been 
given a Rosary and prayer card. 

Fr. Jose is encouraged that he’s met a few people 
who have come to our church because they received 
the mailing. He’s thankful people know our parish is 
here and that they are welcome at any time. He also 
hopes for more people to become involved in going 
door-to-door through the Evangelization Ministry, as 

the threat of COVID-19 wanes. A large 
group was commissioned before the 
pandemic. The group has been on 
hiatus until it’s safe to be face-to-face 
with folks. 

“Our general goal is to invite 
all people to hear the message of 
salvation in Jesus Christ so that they 
may come to join us in the fullness 

of the Catholic faith,” he says. 
One Palm Coast resident had received a rosary 

and wrote a beautiful “thank you” letter to Fr. Jose. 
The resident noted how she was raised Catholic 
but had forgotten how to say a Rosary — she had 
been trying to remember the order of prayers when 
she received the invite from our parish, a prayer 
card, and a rosary. She now says the Rosary each 
morning, and this has been a blessing to her life. 

“God gives me 24 hours EVERY day,” she wrote. 
“I can, at least, give Him 15 minutes.” 

Fr. Jose encourages all parishioners to get 
involved in the call to evangelize, whether by going 
door-to-door when this ministry begins again or 
praying for this ministry. 

“It’s not enough to just follow Jesus,” he says. 
“We need to become apostles like his apostles did 
and share the message with people. We have to 
proclaim the message of Jesus.”

As Fr. Jose invites all of us to consider how 
we can share the Good News in our community, 
he quotes the Gospel of Matthew — “Go, and 
therefore, make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that 
I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20). 

Parish Evangelization 
Efforts Reaching Out to 

All of Palm Coast

To get involved in the Evangelization Ministry, please contact Fr. Jose Panthaplamthottiyil
at frjose@seaspcfl.org or 386-445-2246, ext. 106. 

Amelia Regalado Beatrice Maria Sousa 

mailto:frjose@seaspcfl.org
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BASIC QUESTIONS ABOUT OUR Stewardship Renewal
What is a Stewardship Renewal?

This isn’t a parish fundraiser – far from it. Our 
annual Stewardship Renewal is the time when we ask 
each other to re-prioritize the way we use God’s gifts 
in the Church. It is the time we write down how we 
will support St. Elizabeth Ann Seton. 

Why should I fill out a commitment card?
Your Commitment Card allows you to make 

commitments to prayer, parish ministries, and 
offertory giving, or what we at St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton call “time, talent, and treasure.” There’s a 
two-fold reason to complete your card. First, it is an 
excellent opportunity to move forward spiritually and 
personally. Second, when you fill out a card, our parish 
is much better able to manage our many volunteers 
and make budgeting decisions.

How many parish ministries are there at  
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton?

“Ministry” is a general term for any parish group, 
organization, or regular activity. There are dozens of 
ministries in our parish. You can sign up for certain 
ministries, or re-commit yourself if you’re already 
involved.

What if I sign up for a ministry, but later find I’m 
not very interested?

You are not making a solemn promise to participate 
in a particular ministry when you mark it on your 
commitment card. If you find that the parish group is 
different than you thought, or simply that their meeting 
time doesn’t fit your schedule, you can change your 
mind. There are plenty of other ministries to consider.

I’m hesitant to make a firm financial pledge. What 
if I lose my job?

Your commitment card isn’t a legal contract. If 
your circumstances change, your gift will change. 
In Scripture, we are asked to “give according to our 
means.” So if you lose your job, you may be unable 
to give at the level you pledged. Likewise, if you get a 
promotion, you may be able to give more. That is why 
at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, our standard of giving is 
based upon a percentage of income.

What happens if I don’t fill out a commitment card?
Returning a card is an important part of being an 

active member of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton. If for some 
reason you lose your card, we’ll send you a reminder 
letter with an extra commitment card. Please make 
every effort to return it!

TIME, TALENT & TREASURE
Please bring your Commitment Card to Mass on 

Commitment Weekend, November 13-14. How will 
you use your time, talent & treasure in our parish?

STEWARDSHIP OF TIME
Our definition of Stewardship of Time: Using 

my time on earth wisely; making time for personal prayer, 
family prayer, and quality time with friends and loved ones.

ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH
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BASIC QUESTIONS ABOUT OUR Stewardship Renewal
The bottom line about prayer: Without prayer, 

we cannot thrive spiritually. As Catholic Christians, it is 
a necessity to spend time each day speaking to God. 
This includes reading Scripture and saying prayers 
such as the Our Father and Hail Mary, but even 
more importantly, it should include a heart-to-heart 
conversation with Jesus. He wants us to bring him all 
our fears, longings, needs, and desires.

What kind of Time commitments should 
I make? Your commitment card lists several 
suggestions for how to spend time with God in prayer. 
Review your current prayer life and take a step 
forward. For instance, start having daily prayers with 
your children or spouse. Commit to praying the rosary 
on the way to work or reading scripture before bed 
each night. 

Stewardship of Talent
Our definition of Stewardship of Talent: Using 

my God-given abilities to strengthen the Church and 
help others, especially through parish ministries and 
activities.

The bottom line about parish ministry: No 
Catholic Christian exists in a vacuum.  Scripture makes 
it clear that we must function within the wider faith 
community, putting our gifts in the service of others. 
It’s not enough to go to Sunday Mass; we need to be 
involved in parish life and ministry.

What kind of Talent commitments should I 
make? If you’re not involved in anything in our parish, 
now is the perfect opportunity to take a step forward. 
Check out our commitment card for a list of ministries. 
If you’re already involved, re-commit yourself to the 
important work you do. And if you feel God is calling 
you forward – sign up for something new!

Stewardship of Treasure
Our definition of Stewardship of Treasure: 

The wise and just management of my financial 
resources; giving a proportionate amount of my 
income to the parish.  

The bottom line about financial support: We 
need to take seriously the Biblical concept of the tithe, 
and start giving based on a percentage of income. 
It’s our responsibility to support the Church with our 
personal involvement and our financial support.

What kind of Treasure commitments should I 
make? Our goal at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton is to give five 
percent of income to the offertory. Grab a calculator 
and figure out your target gift based on your total 
household income. Then make a plan for increasing 
your gift incrementally to reach five percent. During our 
Stewardship Renewal, choose a weekly or monthly gift 
to the parish, and be faithful to it for the next year.
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R U R A L  E D U C A T I O N I N I T I A T I V E : 

To hear and witness the Gospel story of Jesus calling the little children 
to Him, to see it come to life before your very eyes, one only needs to 

spend a day at our parish school.
Thanks to the Rural Educational Initiative (R.E.I.) program, children in 

need have the chance to receive an enriching education, regardless of 
the obstacles they may face in their lives.

“This program is a great opportunity for children to get a better 
education and gain a deeper connection with their faith,” says our school 
principal, Mrs. Barbara Kavanagh. “The parents of the children we serve 
are usually very devout. It is a wonderful experience for our school to 
have these children with us because it helps us grow as a faith-filled 
community, and it brings diversity to our school.”

The R.E.I. program offers a Catholic 
education to students who may not have 
access otherwise because there is no 
Catholic school in their area. It provides 
transportation and extra resources to make 
attending our parish school possible for 
them. This outreach is unique to our diocese 
and has the full support of Bishop Estevez.

“I believe that this program speaks 
so beautifully to the mission of Catholic 
education,” Mrs. Kavanagh says. “Given 
our school’s namesake is St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton, it is so fitting we are involved in this 
program.”

The students involved in this program 
are mainly from migrant families and attend 
St. John the Baptist Parish in Crescent City. 
Mrs. Kavanagh chooses each participating 
student, as well as a liaison from St. John the 
Baptist Parish.

“We select families who are interested 
in Catholic education, and they come to the 
school to meet with me,” Mrs. Kavanagh 
says. “Our school does the enrollment, while 
the liaison helps with bilingual translation. 
We have hired people to provide additional 
resources for these students, such as with 
their language background. We have enjoyed 
warmly welcoming families who may need 
support in getting school supplies and 
uniforms as well.”

Bringing Children to the Arms of Jesus

ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School 
principal Barbara Kavanagh.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School students made cards 
in Spanish for hospital workers. 
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R U R A L  E D U C A T I O N I N I T I A T I V E : 

Most students receive scholarships 
through the state, and additional financial 
support comes from St. John the Baptist 
Parish for the chance to attend our parish 
school. At their home parishes, the students 
are invited to attend Mass regularly and 
volunteer in some way there, just as the other 
school students are expected to help out at 
our parish. 

The R.E.I. program is an extraordinary 
witness to stewardship, which, as a result, 
grows in our parish family and beyond.

“We are looking at ways to grow the 
program, and, hopefully, we will have more 
students next year,” Mrs. Kavanagh says. “We 
are looking at the possibility of a summer 
school as well.”

Bringing Children to the Arms of Jesus

For more information on the Rural Educational Initiative (R.E.I.) program, please contact  
Mrs. Barbara Kavanagh at the school office at 386-445-2411 or at bkavanagh@seaspc.org.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School students made cards in Spanish for hospital workers.

mailto:bkavanagh@seaspc.org


4600 Belle Terre Parkway
Palm Coast, Florida 32164
www.seaspcfl.org
(386) 445-2246

ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON
CATHOLIC CHURCH

New Parish Stewardship Newsletter 
continued from front cover

A Welcoming & Inviting Parish  ∙  Always Christ-Centered and Word-Based

as possible. Your feedback is important to me and 
will help me and parish leaders better understand 
your thoughts about our parish. This survey will 
enable us to pave the way for our future. 

Another important step in our stewardship 
journey will be our Annual Stewardship Renewal 
that is happening this month, on the weekend of 
Nov. 13-14. The Renewal is our annual chance to 
ask ourselves how we prioritize the way we use 
God’s gifts in the Church. We will make written 
commitments to ourselves and to God concerning 
how we will be more devoted with our use of time 
(using our time on earth wisely; making time for 
personal prayer, family prayer, and quality time 
with friends and loved ones); talent (using our 
God-given gifts to strengthen the Church through 
service to parish ministries and other activities), 
and treasure (the wise and just management of our 
financial resources; giving a proportionate amount 
of my income to the parish).

As we strive to develop stewardship as a way 

of life at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, the support and 
involvement of each parishioner are necessary 
to sustain the life of our parish. All of you have a 
place here, and all of you have a role to fill in the 
life of the parish as we live our lives as disciples 
of Christ. 

May the Holy Spirit renew and refresh all of 
us as we work together to build our parish family 
through the use of our time, talent, and treasure.

On behalf of our Parochial Vicars, Fr. Christopher 
Knight and Fr. Robert Trujillo, you all remain in our 
prayers as members of our St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
parish family.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Rev. Jose Panthaplamthottiyil, CMI 
Pastor

http://www.seaspcfl.org

