
 ENCOUNTER Christ · EMBRACE deeper faith · EMPOWER Christian action 

 God CALLS us to be disciples and FORMS us by our Catholic Faith to: 

MASS TIMES 

1240 Rush Street · Dubuque, IA 52003 · stcolumbkille.net · 563-583-9117 

RECONCILIATION 
Monday: 9:00 AM 
Tuesday: 9:00 AM 
Wednesday: 9:00 AM 
Thursday: 9:00 AM 
Friday: 7:00 AM 
Saturday: 4:15 PM (livestreamed) 
Sunday: 8:00 AM | 10:00 AM 

Thursday: 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM  
Friday: 6:30 AM to 7:00 AM 
Saturday: 3:00 PM to 4:00 PM 
                        or by appointment 

ROSARY 
Monday-Thursday: 8:30 AM 

DECEMBER 

24 & 25 
2023 



MASS INTENTIONS MASS INTENTIONS 

PASTOR’S REFLECTION 

Sunday 

Dec 24 
Christmas Eve  
 
4:00 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 PM 

Tuesday 

Dec 26 
9:00 AM 

Wednesday 

Dec 27 
9:00 AM 

Thursday 

Dec 28 
9:00 AM 

Sunday 

Dec 31 
 
8:00 AM 
 
 
 
10:00 AM 
 
 
 
 

† Dave Lammer 
† Doris and Art Trausch 
† Sylveria Ruden 
† Brian Gockel 
† Derrek Drexler 
† John and Lois Drexler 
† Fay and Robert Sippel 
† Mike Barrett 
† Charlie Breitbach 
† Carol King 
† Alvin and Alverna Koos Family, 
   Lawrence and Dolores Maro Family, 
  Coletta Koos, and Wilbur Burger 
 
† The deceased members of the 
   Paul H. Freisinger Family 
† Beth Degree-Mueller 

† Regina Ankrum 
† Charlie Breitbach 
 
 

† Susan Miller 

† Nicholas and Grace Ervolino 
† Maury and Jared Sturm 
† Gilford Hohnecker 
† Guy A. Gard, Jr. 
† Elaine and Dorrance Meloy 
† Dan Oliver, Sr. 

† Joan Higley 
† Geraldine Goodman 

† Melvin Schuster 
† Elizabeth Flavin 
† Alex and Lorraine O’Hea 
 
 
† Jerry and Rita Arensdorf 
† Edward Ulve 
† John (Sonny) Ploessl 

† Richard Nunez 

Merry Christmas! God is with us as a vulnerable child and we are invited to care for him, to share him with others and allow the Christmas 
spirit to carry us throughout the year. On behalf of Fr. Tom McDermott, myself, and all of our staff, we want to say Thank You for all of your 
generosity and support for our parish and for us personally. You make it a joy to reflect upon how God is working in our lives. We pray you 
may find great richness in your relationship with God through St. Columbkille. 

In reflecting on giving thanks (Eucharist) and Christmas (God with us) throughout the year, we thank God Christ is with us at every Mass. In 
this past year, we shared Christ at least 55,000 times in Communion. Each and every person that comes forward, hears “The Body of Christ” 
and confirms this reality with his or her “Amen.” This is no small act. 

A few months ago, I started a homily where I asked the question: Does it matter if we celebrate the Eucharist? An older parishioner came up 
afterward and answered the question clearly - “Yes, it does.” He said, “When I started participating in Mass, my wife noticed the difference, 
my staff noticed a difference, and I felt the difference.” 55,000 times of Christ working on us and making a real difference in our lives. What a 
marvelous witness to our faith. This year the Catholic Church is focusing on “Eucharistic Revival.” This one man’s witness revived the 
Eucharist for me. We change when Christ is present within us. 

Along with physical changes coming to our school this year to accommodate an increase in the number of students, we also welcome and 
pray for an increase in the number of times Christ is encountered in the Eucharist. May we have 60,000 times where individuals have the 
opportunity to experience a direct encounter with Christ. 

May God bless and keep you. May you have great joy in your gatherings as a family and always know Christ welcomes you to his life through 
the Mass. It is the place where we have a whole lot of Christmas every Sunday.        
                                                                                                                                                                                     In Christ, 

Friday 

Dec 29 

Saturday 

Dec 30 
4:15 PM 
 
 

7:00 AM 

Monday 

Dec 25 
Christmas Day  
 
8:00 AM 
 
 
 
 
10:00 AM 
 

† Jack, Pat, and Mary Lou Anglin 
† Don Ruden 
† Bud Portz and Mary Mormann 
† Mike Reilly 
† Alex and Lorraine O’Hea Family 
 
 
† Bill Huss 
† Gina Danner 
† Patrick R. Sullivan 
† Bob & Betty Sullivan and Mike & Alice     
   Freyaldenhoven 
† Shirley Gassmann 
† Mike Zahren 



PARISH NEWS 

                 stcolumbkille.net 

Next Sunday, December 24, the loose coin 
collection goes the Maria House/Teresa Shelter 

Thursday 

Dec. 28 
Catholic Charities Circle Meeting 
4:30 P.M. | Convent, 2nd floor 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

Sunday 

Dec. 31 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Saturday 

Dec. 30 
Book Study Group 
6:30 A.M. | Convent, 2nd floor 

Rosary (led by KCs) 
9:25 A.M. | Church 
Kann Baptism 
11:00 A.M. | Church 
 

Honor the Memory of a Loved One With the Eucharist 
Did you know that you can honor the memory of a 
loved one and provide monetary assistance to the 
parish by covering the cost of hosts and wine for an 
entire month? Honor your loved one through the gift 
of the Eucharist for January 2024 by calling 583-9117, 
or stop by the parish office to make your request. 

The 2024 Calendars Are Here! 
Special thanks once again to these sponsors of 
our 2024 parish calendars. These businesses  
also sponsor our weekly bulletin. We thank them 
for their support! The calendars are located on 
the radiators in the back of the church – please 
take one along with you! 

2024 Archdiocesan Women’s Conference | January 27 
Beauty in Christ: Reviving Our Hearts 
Please consider gathering for fellowship with other 
women of Dubuque at the 2024 Archdiocese of 
Dubuque Women's Beauty In Christ — "Reviving 
Our Hearts" Conference on Saturday, January 
27th. This is a virtual event put on by the Archdiocese of Dubuque, 
however, Holy Spirit Parish is hosting an in-person gathering on 
their campus in Kriebs Hall (downstairs of Sacred Heart Church). 
Doors will open at 7:30 a.m. with the conference ending at 3 p.m.  
It will cost $25 to attend the event if you register through Holy 
Spirit Parish and receive a registration coupon code from them. 
This will include the conference, breakfast, snacks, lunch, 
beverages, door prizes and much more. Registration forms can be 
found on their website or by contacting Raegan Reid at the parish 
office 563-583-1709 or dbq059s2@dbqarch.org. 

Monday 

Jan. 01 
Holy Day Mass 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
9:00 A.M. | Church 

Totus Tuus Missionaries Needed 
Do you know any college-aged men or women who would be great 
role models for younger Catholics? The Archdiocese is looking for 
disciples of Jesus to serve on teams with other men and women 
like them during the summer of 2024. Totus Tuus missionaries 
serve parishes across the Archdiocese throughout the summer 
leading songs, teaching, performing skits, and sharing witness talks 
with the children and youth of the Archdiocese. This is a paid 
position with training and most expenses provided during the 
summer. Please encourage anyone who would be excellent at this 
to apply at www.dbqarch.org/Totus-Tuus. Please contact Joanne 
Pohland with any questions at j.pohland@dbqarch.org. 

Our Future in Christ Campaign Update 
We have some good news to share! We are closing in on our 
capital campaign finish line and a group of parishioners have come 
forward with a $1-million-dollar matching pledge. If we can raise 
$1 million dollars between now and January 31, 2024, it will 
become $2 million dollars – and we will meet our goal! 
To contribute your gift to this matching pledge, simply visit 
www.stcolumbkille.net/our-future-in-christ, or scan this QR code. 
Our goal can be met with your gift of a direct donation or a five-
year pledge. May God bless us 
and sustain us in His work 
entrusted to us! 



STAFF CORNER 

Tricia Tranel  
Coordinator of  
Encountering Christ 
Liturgy and Adult Faith Formation 
t.tranel@dbqarch.org 

Anita Sullivan  
Bookkeeper 
a.sullivan@dbqarch.org 

Alice Noethe  
Pastoral Care  
a.noethe@dbqarch.org 

Jessica Rauen 
Coordinator of  
Embracing Deeper Faith 
Family Faith Formation 
j.rauen@dbqarch.org 

Keri Gockel   
Coordinator of  
Empowering Christian Action 
Welcoming and Communication 
k.gockel@dbqarch.org 

Serena Freisinger   
Assistant Coordinator of  
Encountering Christ 
Liturgy and Baptism 
s.freisinger@dbqarch.org 

Travis King 
Deacon 
t.king@dbqarch.org 

Father Tom McDermott 
Co-Pastor 
t.mcdermott@dbqarch.org 

Father Dave Schatz 
Co-Pastor 
d.schatz@dbqarch.org 

Bill Biver 
Deacon 
b.biver@dbqarch.org 

THE STAFF OF ST. COLUMBKILLE WELCOMES YOU! 
Parish Office Hours: Mon.—Thurs., 9:00 AM—3:30 PM 

Mike DeMoully 
Deacon 
m.demoully@dbqarch.org 

 

SACRAMENTS 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas! Christ is born!  
 
This time of year brings up beautiful memories of 
Traditions, especially on Christmas Eve! Growing up, 
Christmas Eve was the Freisinger family Christmas. And, 
my dad being one of 12, space was tight. It did not matter 
if you had a chair or a floor spot. You were always in 
danger of losing it!  
 
Entering the convent gave way to brand new traditions! 
One of my favorites was the Superior's letter she read 
following Christmas Eve Mass. After coming into our 
dining room, which had been "off limits" for decorating all 
day, we knelt around dark candle-lit tables in front of the 
Newborn Baby Jesus in His manger scene. We prayerfully 
listened as Mother read a prayer she had written for the 
Babe, thanking Him for and giving Him all the major 
events that had happened in the past year. Some joyful, 
some sad, but all given back to the Newborn King in 
gratitude of His providence through it all!  
 
May we take time on our own and as a family to reflect 
and thank the Infant King for the ways He has worked in 
our lives this past year!  
 
May you have a Blessed Christmas Season! 

Serena Freisinger  
Assistant Coordinator of  
Encountering Christ 
Liturgy and Baptism 
s.freisinger@dbqarch.org 

Baptism 
Baptism is the basic Sacrament of the whole Christian life, the 
gateway to life in the Spirit, and the door which gives access to 
the other sacraments. With the new birth through water and the 
Word, we are freed from sin and regenerated as sons and 
daughters of God. We ask expecting couples to visit our website 
or contact Serena Freisinger at s.freisinger@dbqarch.org during 
pregnancy to help prepare for the baptism of their child.  
 
First Reconciliation & First Communion  
These sacraments are typically celebrated when a child is 7 or 8 
years old, or in second grade. At St. Columbkille, we have a firm 
belief that since Reconciliation and Communion are part of 
everyday Catholic living, preparing for these sacraments at home 
within the family is essential. We are guiding families in a way 
that not only provides parents with the tools they need to 
prepare their child, but also walking with them to learn how to 
use those tools in their daily Catholic family life. If you are 
looking for more information in regards to these exciting 
Sacramental firsts, please contact Jessica Rauen at 
j.rauen@dbqarch.org.  
 
Marriage 
The sacred covenant in the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony is a 
symbol of the union between Christ and his Church, and we 
would love to celebrate it with you at St. Columbkille. Please 
contact the parish office at least 6 – 12 months prior to the 
intended wedding date. For more information, visit our website 
or contact the parish office at 563-583-9117. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation (RCIA) 
The RCIA process is open to those interested in learning more 
about the Catholic faith, even though they may not be ready to 
make a commitment at this time. It typically involves someone 
ready to take the next step in their faith journey. For more 
information, visit our website or contact Tricia Tranel at 
t.tranel@dbqarch.org. 

mailto:j.rauen@dbqarch.org

