
 ENCOUNTER Christ · EMBRACE deeper faith · EMPOWER Christian action 

 God CALLS us to be disciples and FORMS us by our Catholic Faith to: 

MASS TIMES 

1240 Rush Street · Dubuque, IA 52003 · stcolumbkille.net · 563-583-9117 

RECONCILIATION 
Monday: 9:00 AM 
Tuesday: 9:00 AM 
Wednesday: 9:00 AM 
Thursday: 9:00 AM 
Friday: 7:00 AM 
Saturday: 4:15 PM (livestreamed) 
Sunday: 8:00 AM | 10:00 AM 

Thursday: 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM  
Friday: 6:30 AM to 7:00 AM 
Saturday: 3:00 PM to 4:00 PM 
                        or by appointment 

ROSARY 
Monday-Thursday: 8:30 AM 
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MASS INTENTIONS MASS INTENTIONS PASTOR’S REFLECTION 

Monday 

Jan 08 
9:00 AM 

Tuesday 

Jan 09 
9:00 AM 

Wednesday 

Jan 10 
9:00 AM 

Thursday 

Jan 11 
9:00 AM 
 
 

Sunday 

Jan 14 
 
8:00 AM 
 
 
 
10:00 AM 
 
 
 

† Regina Ankrum 
 
 
 
 

 

† Susan Miller 

† Elizabeth Flavin 

† Kurt Richard 
 

† June and Kenneth Palm 
† In honor of John and Polly Splinter 
  
 
 
† Patrick R. Sullivan 
† Bob Sullivan 
† Elaine Kalivoda 

 January 7, 2024 

† Lucille Conlan 
† Jerry and Rita Arensdorf 
† Lynn Hohnecker 

Shepherds versus Magi - Is it better than the National 
Championship Game? 

Today we celebrate the flip side of the Revelation of Jesus Christ. 
Celebrating Christmas, we heard how the Shepherds were transformed 
in grand ways - Angels sing and announce the Good News. 
Celebrating Epiphany, the Magi were transformed in the most subtle 
way - they notice “his star at its rising.” Yet, this observation was not 
sufficient to get them to Jesus. They still needed the revelation of the 
Old Testament to get them from Jerusalem to Bethlehem. 

Central to both encounters, the shepherds and the magi were 
transformed. 

The shepherds were transformed from last to first and became the 
model of God’s care. Jesus describes himself: “I am the good 
shepherd. A good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep” (John 
10:11). Think about the challenge every shepherd heard in Jesus’ 
proclamation; they had to step up their game. 

The transformation of the magi was subtle and we do not have a direct 
witness to how their lives were changed. Yet, we can have confidence 
that their lives were changed. It stems from the fact that the earliest 
description of following Jesus was described as following the “Way.” 
In the Acts of the Apostles, those who persecuted the Christians 
described them as “men or women who belonged to the Way”  
(Acts 9:2). 

In this context, we hear the last line about the magi in a new light: 
“they departed for their country by another way” (Matthew 2:12). 
They lived differently. The encounter with God always changes us. 

Rather than being in competition with each other, God invites us to be 
both shepherds and magi. As shepherds, we trust in the obvious 
guidance of the Church in participating in the Sacraments as the 
ordinary way to encounter God. As magi, we set our eye on the more 
subtle ways God works in the world; to notice the spiritual realities 
and give them due priority. This work leads to a greater engagement 
and meaning of the Sacraments. 

The promise of each is the transformation of who we are and how we 
are; Do we believe this? In some ways, being called “Catholic” makes 
this transformational journey seem a little too easy; we think we have 
already arrived at our destination. Would describing ourselves as 
people who “belong to the Way” help us move beyond our own 
limits? The one item both the shepherds and the magi share is that 
they are on the move - the shepherds are moved by the needs of their 
sheep; the magi are moved by a star. What causes you to move along 
the way? 

In Christ, 

Friday 

Jan 12 

Saturday 

Jan 13 
4:15 PM 

7:00 AM 

† Carol King 
† Brian Oliver 
† Carol Janes 
† Guy Gard, Jr. 
 



PARISH NEWS 

                 stcolumbkille.net 

Next Sunday, January 14, the loose coin 
collection goes to our sister parish,  
Our Lady of the Sioux. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

Farley/Epworth CEW Weekends | January, 2024 
Do you need a break? Something missing in your life? Are you 
looking for something more? Consider taking time for yourself 
to make a Christian Experience Weekend (CEW)! Unplug from 
the chaos of today and grow in faith, strengthen your personal 
relationship with God, and get engaged with your Christian 
community! This retreat includes talks, a sacramental 
presence of the Eucharist and Reconciliation. Non-Catholics 
are welcome to attend! Cost is $40 for the weekend. Meals and 
lodging included. This amount will be returned to you if you 
are unable to attend. If the cost is too much for your budget, 
pay what you can. We don't want anyone to miss out because 
of the cost. The women's weekend is January 12 -14, 2024, 
and the men's is January 19 -21, 2024. Both will be held at 
Seton Catholic School in Farley. If you have questions, please 
contact Lay Directors Janet Stelken (563-590-4255) or Gerald 
Morrison (319-393-2869) or visit farleyepworthcew.org. 

PARISH FINANCIAL REPORT 

The Fiscal YTD totals as of December 31, 2023: 

FYTD received: $564,040.26 

FYTD budgeted: $532,575.00 

Surplus: $31,465.26 

Note: July 1, 2023 started the new fiscal year. 

 

Wednesday 

Jan. 10 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Tuesday 

Jan. 09 
Finance Council Meeting 
6:00 P.M. | Fogarty Hall 

Holy Family After School Program: 
Lego Brick Masters  
3:15 P.M. | Presentation Hall 
First Communion Preparation Kick-off  
5:30 P.M. | Church/Presentation Hall 
6:30 P.M. | Church/Presentation Hall 

Thursday 

Jan. 11 
Eucharistic Adoration With Students 
11:55 A.M.—2:00 P.M. | Church 
All are welcome to join our students! 
Catholic Charities Circle Meeting 
4:30 P.M. | Convent, 2nd floor 
Eucharistic Adoration 
6:30—7:30 P.M. | Church 
Encourage Meeting 
6:30 P.M. | Fogarty Hall 

Snow Removal During the Winter Months Ahead 
If it is snowing when you come to morning Mass, please park in 
the flat lot across the street. It is the first lot cleared and in the 
best of condition. However, if it is really bad outside, please 
reconsider leaving the safety of your home. 

Our Future in Christ Campaign Update 
We have some good news to share! We are closing in on our 
capital campaign finish line and a group of parishioners have 
come forward with a $1-million-dollar matching pledge. If we 
can raise $1 million dollars between now and January 31, 2024, 
it will become $2 million dollars – and we will meet our goal! 
To contribute your gift to this matching pledge, simply visit 
www.stcolumbkille.net/our-future-in-christ, or scan this QR 
code. Our goal can be met with your gift of a direct donation  
or a five-year pledge. May 
God bless us and sustain us in 
His work entrusted to us! 

Monday 

Jan. 08 
Cub Scouts 

6:00 P.M. | Presentation Hall 

Boy Scouts 

6:00 P.M. | Fogarty Hall/Convent, 2nd floor 

Saturday 

Jan. 13 
Book Study Group 
6:30 A.M | Convent, 2nd floor 

DCRTL Equipped for Life Seminar 

Dubuque County Right to Life presents the Equipped for Life 
seminar, which provides a fresh approach to the dialogue 
about abortion. This method was developed from many con-
versations with pro-choice people. The seminar will help you 
have charitable dialogues with anyone regardless of their reli-
gious or political beliefs. This is FREE. We will meet at the 
DCRTL Office on Tuesdays, January 9th – February 20th, 
from 9:45 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. Please register by January 8th by 
calling the office at 563-556-5960 or email dcrtl@dcrtl.org. Sunday 

Jan. 14 
RCIA 
11:00 A.M | Presentation Hall 



STAFF CORNER 

Tricia Tranel  
Coordinator of  
Encountering Christ 
Liturgy and Adult Faith Formation 
t.tranel@dbqarch.org 

Anita Sullivan  
Bookkeeper 
a.sullivan@dbqarch.org 

Alice Noethe  
Pastoral Care  
a.noethe@dbqarch.org 

Jessica Rauen 
Coordinator of  
Embracing Deeper Faith 
Family Faith Formation 
j.rauen@dbqarch.org 

Keri Gockel   
Coordinator of  
Empowering Christian Action 
Welcoming and Communication 
k.gockel@dbqarch.org 

Serena Freisinger   
Assistant Coordinator of  
Encountering Christ 
Liturgy and Baptism 
s.freisinger@dbqarch.org 

Travis King 
Deacon 
t.king@dbqarch.org 

Father Tom McDermott 
Co-Pastor 
t.mcdermott@dbqarch.org 

Father Dave Schatz 
Co-Pastor 
d.schatz@dbqarch.org 

Bill Biver 
Deacon 
b.biver@dbqarch.org 

THE STAFF OF ST. COLUMBKILLE WELCOMES YOU! 
Parish Office Hours: Mon.—Thurs., 9:00 AM—3:30 PM 

Mike DeMoully 
Deacon 
m.demoully@dbqarch.org 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jessica Rauen 
Coordinator of  
Embracing Deeper Faith 
Family Faith Formation 
j.rauen@dbqarch.org 

When we gathered in person at our Family Faith 
Formation session in December, we talked about the 
Liturgical Seasons. Part of our discussion was things that 
we do in our home that show us what Liturgical season 
we are in. Some of the St. Columbkille families’ 
Christmas traditions are: waiting until Christmas to add 
the Baby Jesus to their Nativity scene and singing “Away 
in a Manger” when they place him there, singing “Happy 
Birthday” to Jesus, and giving gifts. 
 
We witness in the gospel this weekend some very 
important gift-giving: 
 
Gold - to honor Jesus as a king 
Frankincense - to honor Jesus as a priest 
Myrrh - burial ointment, a gift for one who would die 
 
This seems like such a mysterious interaction. What did 
Mary think when these men arrived “and prostrated 
themselves and did him homage” (Matthew 2:11)? What 
was her reaction at the gift of myrrh? Who were the magi 
exactly and what was it like to travel 1200 miles to see 
this prophecy fulfilled? I encourage you to spend time in 
prayer with some of these questions, and especially your 
own questions about the Epiphany. Another tradition you 
might add to your home is placing the three wise men 
away from your Nativity scene, and moving them closer 
as the Feast of the Epiphany arrives. 

Baptism 
Baptism is the basic Sacrament of the whole Christian life, the 
gateway to life in the Spirit, and the door which gives access to 
the other sacraments. With the new birth through water and the 
Word, we are freed from sin and regenerated as sons and 
daughters of God. We ask expecting couples to visit our website 
or contact Serena Freisinger at s.freisinger@dbqarch.org during 
pregnancy to help prepare for the baptism of their child.  
 
First Reconciliation & First Communion  
These sacraments are typically celebrated when a child is 7 or 8 
years old, or in second grade. At St. Columbkille, we have a firm 
belief that since Reconciliation and Communion are part of 
everyday Catholic living, preparing for these sacraments at home 
within the family is essential. We are guiding families in a way 
that not only provides parents with the tools they need to 
prepare their child, but also walking with them to learn how to 
use those tools in their daily Catholic family life. If you are 
looking for more information in regards to these exciting 
Sacramental firsts, please contact Jessica Rauen at 
j.rauen@dbqarch.org.  
 
Marriage 
The sacred covenant in the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony is a 
symbol of the union between Christ and his Church, and we 
would love to celebrate it with you at St. Columbkille. Please 
contact the parish office at least 6 – 12 months prior to the 
intended wedding date. For more information, visit our website 
or contact the parish office at 563-583-9117. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation (RCIA) 
The RCIA process is open to those interested in learning more 
about the Catholic faith, even though they may not be ready to 
make a commitment at this time. It typically involves someone 
ready to take the next step in their faith journey. For more 
information, visit our website or contact Tricia Tranel at 
t.tranel@dbqarch.org. 

SACRAMENTS 

mailto:j.rauen@dbqarch.org

