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Worship times 
Saturday:  4:30PM 

Sunday:  8:00AM, 10:30AM 
Tuesday:  6:30PM Chapel 

Wednesday-Friday: 8:30AM Chapel 

Confession 
Saturday:  3:15-4:15PM  

 

WEEKLY READINGS AND OBSERVANCES  
 

Readings for the week of June 30, 2019 
 
Sunday:           Is 66:10-14c/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 
20 [1]/Gal 6:14-18/Lk 10:1-12, 17-20 or 10:1-9 
Monday:          Gn 28:10-22a/Ps 91:1-2, 3-4, 14-
15ab [cf. 2b]/Mt 9:18-26 
Tuesday:          Gn 32:23-33/Ps 17:1b, 2-3, 6-7ab, 
8b and 15 [15a]/Mt 9:32-38 
Wednesday:    Gn 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a/Ps 
33:2-3, 10-11, 18-19 [22]/Mt 10:1-7 
Thursday:        Gn 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5/Ps 
105:16-17, 18-19, 20-21 [5a]/Mt 10:7-15 
Friday: Gn 46:1-7, 28-30/Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 
39-40 [39a]/Mt 10:16-23 
Saturday:         Gn 49:29-32; 50:15-26a/Ps 105:1-
2, 3-4, 6-7 [cf. Ps 69:33]/Mt 10:24-33 
Next Sunday:  Dt 30:10-14/Ps 69:14, 17, 30-31, 
33-34, 36, 37 [cf. 33] or PS 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [9a]/Col 
1:15-20/Lk 10:25-37 
  
Observances for the week of July 7, 2019 
Sunday:           14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday:           
Tuesday:          St. Augustine Zhao Rong, Priest, & 
Companions, Martyrs 
Wednesday:     
Thursday:        St. Benedict, Abbott 
Friday:  
Saturday:         St. Henry 
Next Sunday:  15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  
©LPi  
     

Church of Saint Michael 

God's sons and daughters in Farmington, Minnesota 

Our Mission 

To be a welcoming Catholic community 
centered in the Eucharist, 

inviting all to live the Gospel and grow in faith. 

22120 Denmark Avenue—Farmington MN 55024—651-463-3360—www.stmichael-farmington.org 

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
July 7, 2019 
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From the Pastor 

 THAT CHRIST MAY DWELL IN YOUR 
HEARTS BY FAITH 
 
After our wonderful trip to Denver for the Steubenville Confer-
ence with a large group of teens—in which we pray that they 
had an experience of our Faith that will sustain them in it going 
forward, I offer you this insightful article. Please keep praying 
for our young people of all ages, for they are the future of the 
Church. –Fr. BL 
By David Mills at The Stream, June 22, 2019 
There’s a lot of it about, Christian children losing their faith. 
Some move to laxer forms of Christianity, the “lite” versions 
that don’t ask as much of them. Others just drift away and be-
come “nones.” Still others turn against Christianity. 
Look just at the Catholic Church in America. The writer [Bishop] 
Robert Barron recently told the Catholic bishops that half of 
Catholics under 30 have left the Church. Most became “nones,” 
though others became Evangelical or mainline Protestants. One 
of every six millennials is a former Catholic. Most leave before 
23 and the median age for leavers is only 13. Thirteen people 
leave the Church for every two that enter. The numbers for 
Evangelicals are not as bad, but not good either. Here’s a good 
survey of recent studies. 
I’ve written about a mother who spoke up after a talk I gave in a 
local church. First in There’s Science and There’s Scientism and 
then a couple days ago in Three Reasons Christian Children Lose 
Their Faith. Her daughter said she’d learned too much science in 
medical school to believe in religion. 

What can we do when children lose their faith? Whatever rea-
son they give? A few things. But I’m afraid there’s no magic an-
swer. People choose what they choose for deep, complex and 
usually tangled reasons. Convincing someone who’s lost his 
faith to commit himself to the Lord again isn’t like fixing a bust-
ed pipe. Everyone can see the problem and knows how to fix it. 
Your child may not see the problem. He probably thinks he’s 
seen the real problem (religion) and answered it. You’re asking 
him to change his mind, and change his life, and that’s a big ask. 

First, Have Confidence 
What can we say to the mother whose child has left the Church 
and claimed “science” as her reason? Or gave any other reason, 
or just stopped going to church without trying to explain? 
First, have confidence in your Faith. Don’t act as if the Faith has 
to prove itself to science, or to any other challenger. It doesn’t. 
We have good reasons for believing what we do and living as 
we do.  If you talk about it, talk like evangelist, not like a de-
fense attorney. We tend to cringe a bit when people challenge 
the Faith. We offer a Gospel, a good news. Your child may be 
understandably wrong, for reasons I gave, but you still believe 
he’s wrong, and in a way that’s bad for him. 
Second, pray hard. God can do what you can’t. In this case, He 
wants to do what you can’t. 
The great Presbyterian theologian J. Gresham Machen once 
wrote of those parents “who with untold agony of soul has seen 
the barrier of religious difference set up between himself or 

herself and a beloved child.” 
They believe their child is lost. They don’t pester the child, he 
says. “In countless cases there is hardly a mention of the sub-
ject of religion; in countless cases there is nothing but prayer, 
and an agony of soul bravely covered by helpfulness and 
cheer.” 
Third, love God more than you do. Many of us start gliding 
when we get older, especially when the kids are out of the 
house keeping us on our spiritual toes. We may not lose our 
faith, but we don’t hard at keeping it. We can love God and His 
people more. And that may help bring back our children, for 
the next reason. The most important reason. 
Share Your Faith 
Finally, try to help your child recover her belief in God — but 
not by arguing, unless you’re really good at it. Few of us are, 
and argument usually doesn’t work anyway. If your child really 
cares about the arguments, he can read literally tens of thou-
sands of good things. 
Even if you argue, share more. Talk to your child about what 
your faith means to you, why you go to church, why you pray, 
what biblical stories move you, the great Christians you ad-
mire, the prayers you love to say, the church’s good works you 
love, how knowing Jesus changed you. Get down to the details, 
the specifics. 
“The first means of evangelization is the witness of an authen-
tically Christian life, given over to God in a communion that 
nothing should destroy and at the same time given to one’s 
neighbor with limitless zeal,” Pope Paul VI wrote. “Modern 
man listens more willingly to witnesses than to teachers, and if 
he does listen to teachers, it is because they are witnesses.” 

“St. Peter expressed this well,” Paul continued, “when he held 
up the example of a reverent and chaste life that wins over 
even without a word those who refuse to obey the word. It is 
therefore primarily by her conduct and by her life that the 
Church will evangelize the world. In other words, by her living 
witness of fidelity to the Lord Jesus — the witness of poverty 
and detachment, of freedom in the face of the powers of this 
world. In short, the witness of sanctity.” 
You can argue for the Faith that way. The best answer to “But 
science!” or any other reason is always “Come and see.” 

 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Fr. Benjamin Little 

https://cruxnow.com/church-in-the-usa/2019/06/13/catholic-church-should-focus-on-getting-nones-back-bishop-barron-says/
https://coldcasechristianity.com/writings/are-young-people-really-leaving-christianity/
https://coldcasechristianity.com/writings/are-young-people-really-leaving-christianity/
https://stream.org/theres-science-and-theres-science-but-neil-degrasse-tyson-doesnt-know-that/
https://stream.org/five-reasons-christian-children-give-up-faith/
https://stream.org/five-reasons-christian-children-give-up-faith/
https://stream.org/five-reasons-christian-children-give-up-faith/
https://www.amazon.com/J-Gresham-Machen-Selected-Writings/dp/0875525709
http://w2.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_p-vi_exh_19751208_evangelii-nuntiandi.html
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Pilgrimage Mary  

 July Schedule 
Week of July 7           Marge Schneider 
Week of July 14        Loretta Goers 
Week of July 21        Mary Stout  

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 3 

Pastoral Care & Mission 

Jennifer Schneider, Director of Pastoral Care and Mission 
651-463-5224, jschneider@stmichael-farmington.org  

School Supply Drive 

With Thanks 

My heartfelt thanks to everyone for the outpouring of 
love and friendship as I retire from my position here at 
St. Michael’s.  A special thank you to the many people 
who worked to make my celebration last Sunday so spe-
cial.  The entire weekend was wonderful, and I will hold 
memories of this time in my heart always!!  Thank you 
again! 

Dottie 

Help Needed 
With the “retirement” of Marlene Beeney, we are look-
ing for a few good people to help serve the community 
at Trinity Campus. Each Friday at 9:30AM we pray the 

Rosary and have either Word & Communion or Mass. 
We are looking for people to lead the Rosary, assist 
with Word & Communion, and take Communion to 

residents who are unable to leave their room. Please 
prayerfully consider this opportunity and call Jennifer 
Schneider in the parish office with questions or to vol-

unteer. 

Discover the plan that will transform your work, your marriage, your family, your  
community... your life! 

A Journey from Blessing to Blessing 

 
This fall, the Archbishop Flynn Catechetical Institute will begin another two-year course at 
Mary, Mother of the Church in Burnsville. Taught by some of the best instructors in the 
Twin Cities, such as Bishop Andrew Cozzens, Jeff Cavins, Deacon Joe Michalak, Fr. John 
Klockeman, Dr. Todd Flanders, Christina Smith, Liz Kelly, and more, the program follows 
the four pillars of the Catechism of the Catholic Church and will make sense of all things 
Catholic, deepen your faith, and lay out the roadmap to heaven.  

The classes are divided into four eleven-week modules and meet on Monday evenings, 
7 :00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., with two Saturday morning formative sessions per module.  

Applications are now being accepted through July 1, 2019, for the class beginning in Sep-
tember. For more information and an application visit www.CIstudent.com or call (651) 
962-5072. 

http://www.CIstudent.com
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Adult Faith Formation Formed 

Do You Know?! 
Who poured oil upon Saul’s head and declared him 
ruler? 

Last week: Who are the only three angels named in 
the Bible? Michael, Gabriel, Raphael 

Laura Shupe,  Director of Children/Adult Faith Formation 
651-463-5237, lshupe@stmichael-farmington.org On July 6, we honor Saint Maria Goretti and Formed 

has some excellent options to learn more about her. 
Watch Maria Goretti, a beautifully made film from 
Italy. It explains the plight of the poor laborers of the 
time, struggling to survive in a swampy area with ram-
pant malaria and extreme poverty. Luigi and Assunta 
Goretti keep their faith despite the hardship, and they 
instill in their children a deep love for God. Their 
daughter Maria is especially devout. But tragedy 
strikes more than once: sickness and death affects the 
Goretti family, and then their young neighbor Ales-
sandro does the unthinkable. This film, made on loca-
tion and filled with authentic detail has a run time of 1 
hour and 37 minutes. 
Listen to St. Maria Goretti with a run time of 31 
minutes. Known for her virtue of purity, follow the 
story of a lovely young Italian woman who understood 
her own dignity and value, as well as the horror of sin. 
Due to finances, two families shared one country 
home. The teenage boy of one family, Alessandro, 
grew up with pornography and little parental direction. 
One day he wished to act out his desires on young Ma-
ria. Due to her resistance of his actions, Maria suffered 
a heroic death at the hand of her assailant. Forgiveness 
was on her dying lips as she passed to eternal glory the 
next day. Following this story is the song: “O Breathe 
on Me, O Breath of God” recorded by the Tremblay 
Sisters. 
Both of these options are available to all parishioners 
free of charge by going to www.formed.org and enter-
ing the parish’s code: 3N79X3. 
 

 

 Children’s Faith Formation 

Our Lady’s Rosary Makers 
Thursday, July 11th  3:00-4:00PM 
Join us in Rooms 9 and 10 of the Educational Wing to 
pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet and make rosaries. 
Materials and a lesson are provided. 

Virtus Training 
Tuesday, July 16   6:00-9:00PM 

This training is required of all volunteers who work with  
children, youth and vulnerable adults. There is no cost for 
the training and pre-registration is required as space is lim-
ited. We will meet in Rooms 9 and 10 of the Educational 
Wing of the parish. For more information and/or assis-
tance with registration, please contact Laura Shupe. 

Cathletics Vacation Bible School 
 

July 29-August 2; 9:30AM – 12:00PM 
This fun week is filled with Bible story, crafts, games, music, 
snacks, etc. Children age 4 through Grade 5 are invited to  
participate. Registration forms are available online and in the 
Gathering Space and fee increases on July 1. 

Laura Shupe,  Director of Children/Adult Faith Formation 
651-463-5237, lshupe@stmichael-farmington.org 

http://www.formed.org
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Parish and Community News 

The American Red Cross Blood Drive needs  

volunteers to help continue their blood drives at our parish  
serving the Farmington and surrounding areas.  They need a vol-

unteer coordinator and other volunteers to assist during the event.  
St. Michael has two remaining dates for 2019, July 17 and De-
cember 17.  We will honor these commitments, but we may not 

be able to continue after December without St. Michael  
volunteers taking on this worthy ministry.   Please pray and look 

into your hearts to consider this wonderful volunteer opportunity.    
 

If you find this to be your calling, you can contact Nancy Larson, 
American Red Cross Donor Account Manager, at 651-247-8891 

or nancy.larson@redcross.org.    

Thank You 

We would like to send a heartfelt thank you 
out to Marlene Beeney. Marlene is retiring 
from many years of volunteer service to the 
residents at Trinity Care Center. For many 

years she has prayed the rosary and brought 
communion to residents and we are most 
grateful for her service. 

Archdiocesan Synod 

This Pentecost (June 8-9, 2019), the Archdiocese of 
Saint Paul and Minneapolis began a Synod process. 
The goal of the Archdiocesan Synod is to help Arch-
bishop Hebda discern, through a consultative process, 
the pastoral priorities of our local Church today – and 
into the near future. 

Your participation, as the Catholic faithful, is key to a 
successful Synod. You are invited to participate by 
offering your prayers, pastoral concerns, and ideas for 
moving this Archdiocese forward. Learn more about 
the Synod and see a listing of Prayer and Listening 
events scheduled for fall 2019 – winter 2020 at 
archspm.org/synod. 

  

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 
August 2-4, 2019 

I Called to the Lord in My Distress and He Answered Me 

If you or someone you love is grieving the loss of a child to 
abortion, come and experience the healing mercy of Jesus 
Christ on our weekend retreat. The next Rachel’s Vineyard 
Twin Cities' retreat is August 2-4, 2019. For more information 
contact Nancy at rachels@rvineyardmn.org, call 763-250-

9313, or see www.rvineyardmn.org.  

Retrouvaille Marriage Weekend Program 
August 2-4, 2019 

Is your marriage going down the right road . . . or is it a little off track? Life can be difficult, and so can the challenges you 
face in marriage. Does the distance between you seem wide? Are you already separated? Looking for a better way? 
Retrouvaille can help and offers hope for a better relationship. Retrouvaille is a peer ministry of volunteer couples that can 
help you learn the tools of healthy communication, build intimacy and heal, just as they have done in their own marriages. 
Retrouvaille is Christian-based, and Catholic in origin, but welcomes couples of all faiths as well as non-religious couples. 
Retrouvaille can help get your relationship back on track. For more information contact the Twin Cities Retrouvaille Reg-
istration Team at 651-484-5655 or TCRregistration@mntcr.onmicrosoft.com or visit our website: http://www.tcr-mn.org. 

mailto:nancy.larson@redcross.org
https://archspm.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a6b646ee83333990453988967&id=1ca3f57fdb&e=cac90bfa6c
mailto:rachels@rvineyardmn.org
http://www.rvineyardmn.org/
mailto:TCRregistration@mntcr.onmicrosoft.com
http://www.tcr-mn.org
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Saturday, July 6 
 3:15PM Confession—Fr. Ed Goldbach 
 4:30PM Mass  Intention—Craig Henry 
  Presider—Fr. Ed Goldbach 
 
Sunday, July 7 
 8:00AM Mass  Intention—Justin Wokson 
 10:30AM Mass  Intention—St. Michael Parish 

Community 
   
Monday, July 8 
 5:45PM Rosary at The Legacy 
   
Tuesday, July 9  -  No Mass 
 10:00AM Mom’s Group 
 7:00PM Pastoral Council  
  
Wednesday, July 10  -  No Mass 
  
Thursday, July 11  -  No Mass 
 9:30AM Communion to Legacy Residents 
 1:00PM Communion to Honeysuckle 
   
Friday,  July 12 
 8:10AM Rosary  
 8:30AM Mass Intention—Mike Woods 
 10:00AM Word and Communion at Trinity Terrace 
 11:00AM Communion to Red Oak 
  
Saturday, July 13 
 11:00AM Funeral Mass—Harry Ross 
 3:15PM Confession 
 4:30PM Mass Intention—Frank & Catherine Millard 
 
Sunday, July 14 
 8:00AM Mass Intention—Norma Giannotti 
 10:30AM Mass Intention—St. Michael Parish 

Community 
 12:00PM Baptisms 

Pastor: 

 Rev. Benjamin Little .....................................................................  
 pastor@stmichael-farmington.org 

For appointments, please call the parish office at 651-463-3360 

Deacon: 

 Deacon Russ Shupe ............................................651-463-5228 
 rshupe@stmichael-farmington.org 

Parish Business Administrator: 

 Patti Johansen .....................................................651-463-5221 

 pjohansen@stmichael-farmington.org 

Office Coordinator: 

 Patty Stibal ……………………………………………………651-463-3360 

  pstibal@stmichael-farmington.org 

Director of Pastoral Care and Mission 

 Jennifer Schneider ..............................................651-463-5224 

 jschneider@stmichael-farmington.org 

Director of Music: 

 Janice Wilson .......................................................651-463-5227 

 jwilson@stmichael-farmington.org 

Director of Children/Adult Faith Formation: 

 Laura Shupe ........................................................651-463-5237 

 lshupe@stmichael-farmington.org 

Director of Youth Faith Formation and Youth Ministry: 

 Brittney LaVigne...................................................651-463-5223 

 blavigne@stmichael-farmington.org 

Facilities Manager: 

 John Ristow ..........................................................651-463-5229 

 jristow@stmichael-farmington.org 

Parish Trustees: 

     Laura Pitzen—Treasurer 
     Mark Wood—Secretary  

 

Parish Office ............................................................651-463-3360 

Office Hours : Monday - Friday 8:00AM-4:00PM 

Office Fax:  651-463-2339 
info@stmichael-farmington.org 

 

Bulletin Deadline: 12:00PM Monday Please submit requests to 
info@stmichael-farmington.org 

 

Pastoral Emergency (after hours)  651-243-9253 

  
Archdiocese Victim/Survivor Assistance 651-291-4497 

 

Parish Council  ........... pastoralcouncil@stmichael-farmington.org 

Finance Council ........... financecouncil@stmichael-farmington.org 
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Financial Update Are You Interested in Registering? 
Please visit www.stmichael-farmington.org to fill out an online 
registration form. This is found under the Online Forms and 
Payments tab. If you have any questions, please call the parish 
office at 651-463-3360 

Are You Interested in 
Electronic Contributions? 
Scan the QR code for an immediate link to the 
site or visit www.stmichael-farmington.org and 
hover over Online Forms and Payments. Click 
on Pay or Donate online. Contact Patty Stibal in 

the parish office with any questions. 

www.facebook.com/stmichaelfgtn 

Mass Attendance 

 Month  2019  2018 
 March  3,787  3,534 
 April   4,338  4,519 

Financial Update - May 
   May 2019 FYTD 2018-19 
Contributions   
Sunday/Holy Day $60,825  $740,805 
Budget Expectation $63,000  $706,000 
Short May/Over YTD -$2,175  $34,805 
 
Contributions   
Building Maint Fund $7,467  $65,120 
Budget Expectation $12,500  $137,500 
Budget Shortage  -$5,033  -$72,380 
 
Expenses  $78,298  $879,787 
Expense Budget  $74,764  $934,748 
Over May/Under YTD  $3,534  -$54,961 
 
Loan Debt       
Principal Payments $22,487  $230,107 
Interest Payments $3,924  $43,599 
Loan Balance   $1,401,823  

http://www.facebook.com/stmichaelfgtn

