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Worship times 
Saturday:  4:30PM 

Sunday:  8:00AM, 10:30AM 
Tuesday:  6:30PM Chapel 

Wednesday-Friday: 8:30AM Chapel 

Confession 
Saturday:  3:15-4:15PM  

 

WEEKLY READINGS AND OBSERVANCES  
 

Readings for the week of June 30, 2019 
 
Sunday:           Dt 30:10-14/Ps 69:14, 17, 30-31, 33-34, 36, 37 [cf. 33] or PS 
19:8, 9, 10, 11 [9a]/Col 1:15-20/Lk 10:25-37 
Monday:          Ex 1:8-14, 22/Ps 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8 [8a]/Mt 10:34--11:1 
Tuesday:          Ex 2:1-15a/Ps 69:3, 14, 30-31, 33-34 [cf. 33]/Mt 11:20-24 
Wednesday:    Ex 3:1-6, 9-12/Ps 103:1b-2, 3-4, 6-7 [8a]/Mt 11:25-27 
Thursday:        Ex 3:13-20/Ps 105:1 and 5, 8-9, 24-25, 26-27 [8a]/Mt 11:28-
30 
Friday: Ex 11:10--12:14/Ps 116:12-13, 15 and 16bc, 17-18 [13]/Mt 12:1-8 
Saturday:         Ex 12:37-42/Ps 136:1 and 23-24, 10-12, 13-15/Mt 12:14-21 
Next Sunday:  Gn 18:1-10a/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 5 [1a]/Col 1:24-28/Lk 10:38-42 
  
Observances for the week of July 14, 2019 
Sunday:           15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday:          St. Bonaventure, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 
Tuesday:          Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Wednesday:     
Thursday:        St. Camillus de Lellis, Priest 
Friday:  
Saturday:         St. Apollinaris, Bishop & Martyr 
Next Sunday:  16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  
©LPi     

Church of  
Saint Michael 

God's sons and daughters in  
Farmington, Minnesota 

Our Mission 
To be a welcoming Catholic community 
centered in the Eucharist, inviting all to 

live the Gospel and grow in faith. 

22120 Denmark Avenue—Farmington MN 55024—651-463-3360—www.stmichael-farmington.org 

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time July 14, 2019 
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From the Pastor 

 “I realize the irony of this, having seemed to have been 

absent from Mass for three consecutive weekends myself, 

but it is a good read. Know that every day I have been 

away I still offered Mass, particularly on Sundays, when I 

ALWAYS offer Mass “pro populo” —for the people of St. 

Michael’s.” -Fr. Benjamin Little 

 

6 Things Children Learn When You Skip Mass On 
Sundays 
It doesn’t take long for us parents to realize that our children 
absorb everything we do and say. I remember the first time I 
heard my two year old let out a long sigh and say “Oh, my gosh. 
I can’t even.” Her tone and expression were exactly like mine. 

Sometimes you come face to face with your own sinful ways 
through the words and actions of your children. 

I was recently at a Baptism in which the priest reminded each 
person present that it would be through his or her actions that 
the child being baptized would come to know about God and 
how to respond to Him. If the child witnessed us praying, she 
would learn prayer was important, but that if the child never 
saw any communication with God from the people in her life, 
the child would learn that it wasn’t necessary. 

Though none of us is perfect, we do have the responsibility to 
try to model behaviors that we want our child to emulate. As 
much as kids learn from what we do, they also learn from what 
we do not do. 

When we don’t make going to Church a priority each Sunday, it 
speaks volumes about faith and life to the hearts of our  
children. 
 
1. God is important, but not that important.  
If I can fit God in, great, but only if it is convenient for me.  
Football games, sleeping in, and _____ (insert activity of choice) 
are more important than making an effort to be with God one 
hour a week. 
 
2. God doesn’t really mean what He says.  
Yes, it is a commandment to keep the Lord’s Day Holy, but God 
doesn’t understand how busy I am or how many kids I have or 
how tired I’ve been so I can just decide based on my life’s  
circumstances what He really means by this commandment and 
all of His other commandments. It’s up to us to pick and choose 
which of God’s laws we want to follow. 
 
3. The Church doesn’t really expect us to adhere to Her 
teachings.  
Yes, it is a precept of the Church to attend Mass on Sundays, but 
the Church doesn’t understand how busy I am or how many 
kids I have or how tired I’ve been so I can just decide based on 
my life’s circumstances what the Church really means by this 
precept. 
 

4. Mass is all about me and what I get out of it.  
When we come and go to Mass as we please, we seem to  
forget that going to Mass builds the Church community. Your 
parish may need you to be a lector, sing in the choir, or take up 
the gifts. Seeing your family in Church might be just the thing 
an elderly person needs to bring joy to a lonely Sunday. There 
are many reasons that we are a community of faith and that 
we come together in Worship. 
 
5. When things are difficult/boring, I don’t have to do 
them.  
If we don’t go to Mass and we tell our kids it’s because Mass is 
“boring” or we “don’t get anything out of it,” our children learn 
that we only have to do things that are fun and exciting.  This is 
simply not true regarding both our faith and everyday life. 
Most people don’t find doing their taxes fun and exciting, but 
we still have to do them. 
 
6. To doubt the True Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist 
and the Graces that come from receiving Him  
If you truly believe that Jesus is present in the Eucharist and 
that He comes to us each Sunday at Mass, what would keep 
you from Him? Why would you not want to receive the graces 
He bestows through this incredible gift? 

Our Catechism teaches us “The Eucharist is the heart and the 
summit of the Church’s life, for in it Christ associates his 
Church and all her members with his sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving offered once for all on the cross to his Father; by 
this sacrifice he pours out the graces of salvation on his Body 
which is the Church.” 

Parents, I know and fully understand how difficult it is to 
bring children to Church. Often when I leave Mass, I feel as if I 
have just competed in a wrestling match. No matter how much 
I plan and prepare we have plenty of days when the kids are 
less than angelic. 

It is a battle. But, it is a battle worth fighting. There is no better 
place to bring our children than to the feet of Jesus. There is no 
better lesson to teach them than to put God first ALWAYS, no 
matter what else is going on in our lives or how difficult it is 
to be at Mass. 

Guess what will happen if you wait to bring children to Mass 
until they can behave better or your life isn’t as busy? It won’t 
happen. Satan will always give us an excuse to miss out on the 
celebration of the highest form of prayer we have here on 
earth, but God will always give us the graces to respond with a 
“yes” when we ask Him to help us. 

Make Sunday Mass the one thing that your family consistently 
does together. Trust me, the blessings and graces that will 
come from this discipline will transform your family life in a 
powerful way. 

https://catholic-link.org/children-mass-sundays/ 



▪ 

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 3 

#2  Pencils (sharpened) 

2 Pocket folders (variety of colors) 

2” Three ring binders 

1” Three ring binders 

Black fine point sharpie markers 

Black sharpie markers 

Calculator (basic for elementary 

needs) 

Clipboards 

Clorox disinfecting wipes 

Colored pencils 

Crayola crayons (24 count) 

Fiskar scissors (all sizes) 

Large glue sticks 

Hand-held pencil sharpeners 

Highlighters 

Index cards (3X5) 

Large erasers 

Page protectors (top loading) 

Zippered pencil pouches 

Pencil top erasers 

Pens (black ink) 

Pens (blue ink) 

Pens (red ink) 

Post-it notes (3X3) 

Rulers (centimeter and inch) 

Backpacks (no wheels) 

Single subject spiral notebooks 

Sketchbooks 

Composition notebooks 

Small school box (6X9) 

Three subject spiral notebooks 

Washable markers (set of 8) 

White school glue (no gel) 

Wide-lined loose leaf paper 

Zip-lock Bags (gallon size) 

Zip-lock Bags (sandwich size) 

Paper towels 

Kleenex (for classroom use) 

Flash drives 16GB 

Trapper Keeper Binder 

Calculators—Texas 30X IIS and TI-84 

School Supply Drive 

July 7-August 4  

We are collecting new school supplies to share with 

all the schools in Farmington. You can bring your 

donations to the Gathering Space and place them in 

the totes.  

Your generosity is greatly appreciated! 
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Adult Faith Formation Formed 

Do You Know?! 
Who was the first Catholic bishop of the U.S.? 

Last week: Who poured oil upon Saul’s head and declared him 

ruler? Samuel 

Laura Shupe,  Director of Children/Adult Faith Formation 
651-463-5237, lshupe@stmichael-farmington.org 

Our God’s Brother is an 2-hour movie available to you free of 
charge at www.formed.org.  This is the true story of St. Albert 
Chmielowski, a celebrated Polish artist and painter in the 1800’s 
who was a major inspiration for young Karol Wojtyla, later Pope 
John Paul II. Albert became dissatisfied with his painting and 
disillusioned about the meaning of life when he encountered 
many homeless and outcast beggars in Poland; these encounters 
triggered his passion to help the poor. He gave up his promising 
painting career, and became a monk who served the poor for the 
rest of his life. He founded a new religious community that 
would come to be known as the Albertine Brothers and later the 
Albertine Sisters. 
 
This movie is based on a play Karol Wojtyla wrote as a tribute to 
his love for St. Albert and his inspiration for Wojtyla in discerning 
his own vocation to give up acting and enter the priesthood. 
When he became Pope, he said that anyone who wanted to  
understand his views should study his plays, and on the topic of 
social justice, to study Our God’s Brother. He described the play 
not as a drama but a work of “inner theater,” an attempt to  
penetrate the inner mystery of man. It is less driven by action 
than by interior monologues and intellectual dialogues that are 
more philosophical than psychological. 
 
The tension in the film isn’t just between art and God. There is 
also the tension between the many poor and the wealthy few; 
between the two forms of solidarity, Christian brotherhood and 
Marxism. Wojtyla’s personality and philosophical views on man, 
faith, and life are revealed through Albert’s monologues with 
himself and the conversations with others about the meaning of 
art and man.  
 
Enter our parish’s code: 3N79X3 and enjoy this movie and many 

other Catholic resources. 

Youth News 

Britt LaVigne, 
651-463-5223, blavigne@stmichael-farmington.org  

Virtus Training 
Tuesday, July 16 – 6:00-9:00PM 
All adult volunteers who work with children, youth and  

vulnerable adults must attend this Archdiocesan-mandated 

training prior to volunteering. The training is good for 3 years 

and then is renewed online. If you are a volunteer with the 

above listed groups of people or would like to volunteer and 

have not attended a training, St. Michael Parish is hosting a  

session. For more information, please contact Laura Shupe. 

Book Discussion Group 
All parishioners are invited to join the discussion of the following 
books: 
 
August 22 – The Chilbury Ladies’ Choir 
September 12 – The Story of a Soul 
October 10- The Day the World Came to Town 
November 14 – Sensible Shoes: A Story about the Spiritual 
 Journey 
 
We meet in the St. Francis Room from 7-8:30. For more  

information, please contact Laura Shupe. 

Cathletics! VBS Volunteers  
We are in need of volunteers for crafts and snacks 
during the week of July 29-August 2 from 9:30am-
12:00pm. You can volunteer for 1-5 days. Please  
contact Laura Shupe for more information or to 
volunteer. 

 

VBS Family Packets 
If you have a child/children or are a volunteer  

involved in VBS, please pick up your family packet 

in the Gathering Space. This packet includes important information about the 

week. Thanks! 

Children Formation 

Laura Shupe,  Director of Children/Adult Faith Formation 
651-463-5237, lshupe@stmichael-farmington.org 

http://www.formed.org
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Pilgrimage Mary  

 07/14/2019 Loretta Goers 
 07/21/2019 Mary Stout 
 07/28/2019 Connie Fifarek 
 08/04/2019 Available 

Pastoral Care & Mission 

Jennifer Schneider, Director of Pastoral Care and Mission 
651-463-5224, jschneider@stmichael-farmington.org  
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Parish News 

Thank you for your generous support in last week’s Peter’s 
Pence Collection! Our parish collected $1,394.01 Our  
contributions, combined with those from our brothers and  
sisters around the world, will help Pope Francis provide essential 
relief to people in need.  
 

If you missed the collection, it is not too late to give!  
 
Visit www.usccb.org/nationalcollections, and click on the “How 
to Give” link. 

A BIG THANK YOU to the Knights of 
Columbus for grilling and helping at 
Dottie’s retirement party on June 
30.  Thank you to all who came to 
honor Dottie and to those who 
brought the delicious salads and 
desserts.  It was a great day and 
Dottie and her family really enjoyed it. 
 

Sincerely, St. Michael staff 

Since my arrival as Director or Pastoral Care & Mission here at  
St. Michaels, I have already had the privilege of helping several 
families plan the funeral liturgy for their loved one who has died. 
I have been taking some time to learn/refresh my knowledge 
about the funeral liturgy in the Catholic Church and wanted to 
share with all of you in a series of bulletin articles. 
 

From the USCCB: 
 

An Overview of Catholic Funeral Rites 
 

"At the death of a Christian, whose life of faith was begun in the 
waters of Baptism and strengthened at the Eucharistic table, the 
Church intercedes on behalf of the deceased because of its  
confident belief that death is not the end, nor does it break the 
bonds forged in life. The Church also ministers to the sorrowing 
and consoles them in the funeral rites with the comforting Word 
of God and the Sacrament of the Eucharist." 
 

(Order of Christian Funerals, no. 4) 
 

The Catholic funeral rite is divided into several stations, or parts, 
each with its own purpose. For this reason we recommend  
following the complete structure and making use of each station. 
 
Vigil Service (Wake) 
 

"At the vigil, the Christian community keeps watch with the  
family in prayer to the God of mercy and finds strength in Christ's 
presence" (Order of Christian Funerals, no. 56). The Vigil Service 
usually takes place during the period of visitation and viewing at 
the funeral home. It is a time to remember the life of the  
deceased and to commend him/her to God. In prayer we ask 
God to console us in our grief and give us strength to support 
one another. 
 

The Vigil Service can take the form of a Service of the Word with 
readings from Sacred Scripture accompanied by reflection and 
prayers. It can also take the form of one of the prayers of the 
Office for the Dead from the Liturgy of the Hours. The clergy and 
your funeral director can assist in planning such service. 
It is most appropriate, when family and friends are gathered  
together for visitation, to offer time for recalling the life of the 
deceased. For this reason, eulogies are usually encouraged to be 
done at the funeral home during visitation or at the Vigil Service. 
 

In His Joy, 
Jennifer Schneider 

In Loving Memory of those who have  
recently passed— 

 

Loren Garlets 
 

We pray for all our departed Brothers & Sisters 
and those who mourn their loss. 
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Saturday, July 13 
 3:15PM Confession 
 4:30PM Mass Intention—Frank & Catherine Millard 
Sunday, July 14 
 8:00AM Mass Intention—Norma Giannotti 
 10:30AM Mass Intention—St. Michael Parish 

Community 
 12:00PM Baptisms 
 
Monday, July 15 
 5:45PM Rosary at The Legacy 
Tuesday, July 16   
 10:00AM Mom’s Group 
 5:00PM Eucharistic Adoration 
 6:00PM Virtus Training 
 6:10PM Rosary 
 6:30PM Mass Intention—Judy Olson-Degner 
Wednesday, July 17   
 8:10AM Rosary 
 8:30AM Mass Intention—Floyd Sellner 
 12:00:PM Red Cross Blood Drive 
Thursday, July 18  
 8:10AM Rosary 
 8:30AM Mass Intention—Santa Anna Collins 
 9:30AM Communion to Legacy Residents 
 1:00PM Communion to Honeysuckle 
 7:00PM Ladies Auxiliary Meeting 
 7:00PM Baptism Class 
Friday,  July 19 
 8:10AM Rosary  
 8:30AM Mass Intention—Justin Wokson 
 9:40AM Rosary @ Trinity Care Center 
 10:00AM Word and Communion @ Trinity Terrace 
 10:00AM Word and Communion @ Trinity Care Center 
 11:00AM Communion to Trinity Memory Care 
 11:00AM Communion to Red Oak 
 
Saturday, July 20 
 3:15PM Confession 
 4:30PM Mass  Intention—Frank and Catharine Millard 
 
Sunday, July 21 
 8:00AM Mass  Intention—Dick Godfrey 
 10:30AM Mass  Intention—St. Michael Parish 

Community 

Pastor: 

 Rev. Benjamin Little .....................................................................  
 pastor@stmichael-farmington.org 

For appointments, please call the parish office at 651-463-3360 

Deacon: 

 Deacon Russ Shupe ............................................651-463-5228 
 rshupe@stmichael-farmington.org 

Parish Business Administrator: 

 Patti Johansen .....................................................651-463-5221 

 pjohansen@stmichael-farmington.org 

Office Coordinator: 

 Patty Stibal ……………………………………………………651-463-3360 

  pstibal@stmichael-farmington.org 

Director of Pastoral Care and Mission 

 Jennifer Schneider ..............................................651-463-5224 

 jschneider@stmichael-farmington.org 

Director of Music: 

 Janice Wilson .......................................................651-463-5227 

 jwilson@stmichael-farmington.org 

Director of Children/Adult Faith Formation: 

 Laura Shupe ........................................................651-463-5237 

 lshupe@stmichael-farmington.org 

Director of Youth Faith Formation and Youth Ministry: 

 Brittney LaVigne...................................................651-463-5223 

 blavigne@stmichael-farmington.org 

Facilities Manager: 

 John Ristow ..........................................................651-463-5229 

 jristow@stmichael-farmington.org 

Parish Trustees: 

    Laura Pitzen—Treasurer 
     Mark Wood—Secretary  

 

Parish Office ............................................................651-463-3360 

Office Hours : Monday - Friday 8:00AM-4:00PM 

Office Fax:  651-463-2339 
info@stmichael-farmington.org 

 

Bulletin Deadline: 12:00PM Monday Please submit requests to 
info@stmichael-farmington.org 

 

Pastoral Emergency (after hours)  651-243-9253 

  
Archdiocese Victim/Survivor Assistance 651-291-4497 
 

Parish Council  ........... pastoralcouncil@stmichael-farmington.org 

Finance Council ........... financecouncil@stmichael-farmington.org 

Thanks to all our terrific volunteers, our generous partners and our community! 
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Financial Update Are You Interested in Registering? 
Please visit www.stmichael-farmington.org to fill out an online 
registration form. This is found under the Online Forms and 
Payments tab. If you have any questions, please call the parish 
office at 651-463-3360 

Are You Interested in 
Electronic Contributions? 
Scan the QR code for an immediate link to the 
site or visit www.stmichael-farmington.org and 
hover over Online Forms and Payments. Click 
on Pay or Donate online. Contact Patty Stibal in 

the parish office with any questions. 

www.facebook.com/stmichaelfgtn 

Mass Attendance 

 Month  2019  2018 
 April  4,338  4,519 
 May  3,505  3,598 
 June  3,691  3,080 

 

Financial Update - May 
   May 2019 FYTD 2018-19 
Contributions   
Sunday/Holy Day  $60,825  $740,805 
Budget Expectation $63,000  $706,000 
Short May/Over YTD -$2,175  $34,805 
 

Contributions   
Building Maint Fund $7,467  $65,120 
Budget Expectation $12,500  $137,500 
Budget Shortage   -$5,033  -$72,380 
 

Expenses  $78,298  $879,787 
Expense Budget  $74,764  $934,748 
Over May/Under YTD  $3,534  -$54,961 
 

Loan Debt       
Principal Payments $22,487  $230,107 
Interest Payments $3,924  $43,599 
Loan Balance   $1,401,823  

    

http://www.facebook.com/stmichaelfgtn

