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Worship times 
Saturday:  4:30PM 

Sunday:  8:00AM, 10:30AM 
Tuesday:  6:30PM Chapel 

Wednesday-Friday: 8:30AM Chapel 

Confession 
Saturday:  3:15-4:15PM  

 

Church of  
Saint Michael 

God's sons and daughters in  
Farmington, Minnesota 

Our Mission 
To be a welcoming Catholic community 

centered in the Eucharist, inviting all to live the  
Gospel and grow in faith. 

22120 Denmark Avenue—Farmington MN 55024—651-463-3360—www.stmichael-farmington.org 

WEEKLY READINGS AND  
OBSERVANCES  

 

Readings for the week of July 28, 2019 
Sunday:  Gn 18:20-32/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8 
[3a]/Col 2:12-14/Lk 11:1-13 
Monday: Ex 32:15-24, 30-34/Ps 106:19-20, 21-
22, 23 [1a]/Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42 
Tuesday: Ex 33:7-11; 34:5b-9, 28/Ps 103:6-7, 8-
9, 10-11, 12-13 [8a]/Mt 13:36-43 
Wednesday: Ex 34:29-35/Ps 99:5, 6, 7, 9 [cf. 
9c]/Mt 13:44-46 
Thursday: Ex 40:16-21, 34-38/Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6a 
and 8a, 11 [2]/Mt 13:47-53 
Friday: Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37/Ps 81:3
-4, 5-6, 10-11ab [2a]/Mt 13:54-58 
Saturday: Lv 25:1, 8-17/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8 [4]/Mt 
14:1-12 
Next Sunday:  Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 
12-13, 14, 17 [1]/Col 3:1-5, 9-11/Lk 12:13-21 
 
Observances for the week of July 28, 2019 
Sunday:  17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday:  St. Martha 
Tuesday:  St. Peter Chrysologus, Bishop &  
Doctor of the Church 
Wednesday:  St. Ignatius of Loyola, Priest 
Thursday:  St. Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop &  
Doctor of the Church 
Friday: St. Eusebius of Vercelli, Bishop; St.  
Peter Julian Eymard, Priest 
Saturday:          
Next Sunday:  18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
                 ©LPi  

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 July 28, 2019 



▪ 

July 28, 2019 2 

From the Pastor 

 On Monday of this week we celebrated the Feast of Saint Mary 

Magdalene—a beloved Saint who is all too often misunderstood 

and even worse, co-opted in order to politicize the Church’s 

relation to women. This piece gives a balanced view of  

Magdalene as the model of penitence. Penitence, and the  

Sacrament that makes it an occasion of God’s special grace, 

continues to be almost entirely forgotten in the Church of our 

day. I remember when I returned to the practice of regular  

sacramental confession in college—often at the Cathedral of St. 

Paul—in the confessional under the beautiful stained glass  

window which depicts St. Mary Magdalene. 

 

Tomorrow (Monday) I depart for the annual Companions of 

Christ Summer Conference at Broom Tree Retreat Center in 

South Dakota. Please pray for us, and know that I will be praying 

for all of you, especially our VBS children, staff, and volunteers. 

 

Fr. Benjamin Little 

 

Mary Magdalene: A Model of Self-
Denial 

spiritualdirection.com/2019/02/06/mary-magdalene-a-model-

of-self-denial Charlie McKinney February 5, 2019 

 

The Reformers stigmatized confession with words like “impious, 

“tyranny,” “pestilence,” “perversion,” “monstrosity,” and 

“butchery.” With such brutal epithets, how could the church 

convince the faithful of the inherent beauty of coming clean 

with the Lord and being renewed by His forgiveness? 

 

Artists had always loved to produce depictions of Mary  

Magdalene. Not only was this woman the “Apostle to the  

Apostles,” but she was also the ultimate model of repentance. 

In his Homily 33 on the Gospels, Pope Gregory conflated Mary 

Magdalene with several nameless women in the New  

Testament, including the prostitute who washed Christ’s feet 

with her tears. This theological giant declared: “Whenever I  

ponder the penitential spirit of Mary Magdalene, I feel more like 

weeping than like speaking. The tears of this sinful woman will 

soften even a heart of stone toward the idea of doing penance. 

Having reflected on what she had done, she did not wish nor set 

bounds to what she should do.” 

Far from shaming this great saint, as modern interpreters claim, 

he held Mary Magdalene up to the beacon of penance for men 

and women alike. Much like St. Jerome for prelates, Mary  

Magdalene never went outside of style; she just changed  

costumes to suit the evangelical needs of the church. A richly 

robed noblewoman in the Middle Ages, she became the  

passionate mourner under the Cross in the Renaissance and 

then returned in the Catholic Restoration as the glamorous 

model for penitence. 

In this era, Mary Magdalene attracted many famous followers, 

including the nobelwoman-turned-saint Maria Maddalena de’ 

Pazzi and the extraordinary poetess Vittoria Colonna, so  

admired by Michelangelo. Colonna not only wrote a series of 

sonnets to the saint, but she also acquired Titian’s startlingly 

lovely Penitent Magdalene.  

Mary Magdalene reigned supreme in post-Reformation  

iconography, painted by Carracci, Caravaggio, and most every 

other major artist. No longer portrayed as an elegant aristocrat 

or an emaciated zealot, she became a sensuous figure, whose 

evident beauty and attraction were no longer directed to the 

things of this world but were employed to inspire the faithful 

to be the wonders of Heaven. Nor was she a dumpy creature, 

swathed in concealing robes with no attractions to conceal—

the Magdalene was beautiful, but had dedicated her beauty to 

the service of God. 

 

A Model of Self-Denial 
Of the many Mary Magdalenes Guido Reni painted, the version 

for Roman cardinal Antonio Santacroce was the most  

successful. The saint, wrapped in heavy draperies, reflects a 

sensuous warmth in her soft limbs, but instead of leading the 

viewer to impure thoughts, she redirects his gaze to heaven. 

The lower half of her body is enclosed by the gray stone of her 

cape, like a self-designated tomb. Her robe, instead of the  

useful fiery red, has been dulled with a cool blue to mauve, 

symbolizing through color the tampering of human passions. 

Roots lie by her side, indicative of her penitential fasts, while 

the cross and skull allude to her self-mortification, following 

the example of Christ. The upper part of her body appears 

warmer as her golden tresses part to reveal her luminous 

chest; Mary bares her heart to the Lord and, in doing so,  

becomes a beautiful depiction of the Sacrament of Confession. 

Angels welcome and comfort her, opening the path to Heaven 

for this saint who makes penitence chic. Much as movie stars 

and models become advertisements for products of superficial 

beauty, Mary Magdalene became the poster child for an  

interior cosmetology. 

 

This article is adapted from a chapter in How Catholic Art 

Saved the Faith by Elizabeth Lev which is available from Sophia 

Institute Press. 
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Pilgrimage Mary  

 July/August Schedule 
 July 28   Connie Fifarek 
 August 4   Available 
 August 11   Loretta Goers 
 August 18   Mary Stout 

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 3 

Pastoral Care & Mission 

Jennifer Schneider, Director of Pastoral Care and Mission 
651-463-5224, jschneider@stmichael-farmington.org  

From the USCCB: 
Because of our belief not only in the immortality of the soul, but 
also in the resurrection of the body, the Church professes hope 
in the face of death, and acts with charity in the funeral rites. The 
Church provides a number of prayers for the faithful to offer 
both to accompany the dying of a loved one and to strengthen 
our faith upon their death. Through private prayer and public 
funeral rites, we strengthen our faith and hope, comfort those 
who mourn, and bury the bodily remains of the deceased with 
care befitting what was the Temple of the Holy Spirit. The 
following excerpts are taken from the General Introduction of 
the Order of Christian Funerals: 
 
4. At the death of a Christian, whose life of faith was begun in 
the waters of baptism and strengthened at the Eucharistic table, 
the Church intercedes on behalf of the deceased because of its 
confident belief that death is not the end nor does it break the 
bonds forged in life. The Church also ministers to the sorrowing 
and consoles them in the funeral rites with the comforting word 
of God and the sacrament of the Eucharist. 

5. Christians celebrate the funeral rites to offer worship, praise, 
and thanksgiving to God for the gift of a life which has now been 
returned to God, the author of life and the hope of the just. The 
Mass, the memorial of Christ's death and resurrection, is the 
principal celebration of the Christian funeral. 

6. The Church through its funeral rites commends the dead to 
God's merciful love and pleads for the forgiveness of their sins. 
At the funeral rites, especially at the celebration of the  
Eucharistic sacrifice, the Christian community affirms and 
expresses the union of the Church on earth with the Church in 
heaven in the one great communion of saints. Though separated 
from the living, the dead are still at one with the community of 
believers on earth and benefit from their prayers and  
intercession. At the rite of final commendation and farewell, the 
community acknowledges the reality of separation and  
commends the deceased to God. In this way it recognizes the 
spiritual bond that still exists between the living and the dead 
and proclaims its belief that all the faithful will be raised up and 
reunited in the new heavens and a new earth, where death will 
be no more. 

 
In His Joy, 
Jennifer Schneider 

Pastoral Care (cont.) 

Cost: $25.00 
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Adult Faith Formation Formed 

Do You Know?! 
What is the name of Moses’ sister? 

Last week: Who wiped Jesus’ face on his way to Calvary?  

Veronica 

Laura Shupe,  Director of Children/Adult Faith Formation 
651-463-5237, lshupe@stmichael-farmington.org 

Go to www.formed.org and enter the parish’s code: 3N79X3 for 
some excellent children’s programs. The Opus Joyous Show is 
geared to young children. It’s a Catholic adventure story like 
you’ve never seen before! An epic quest around the world and 
back in time to save the world from the evil villain Captain  
Barnacle and his shady plan for utter darkness upon the entire 
world. Complimented by the loveable Sr. Mary Kate, the  
teaching nun at the end of each episode. 
 
Through the use of original music, a cast of puppets with real 
character, 3D animation, and a captivating plot, the Opus Joyous 
Show will entertain, educate and inspire both the young and 
young at heart.  

Episode 1: The Catholic Voyagers is a story about vocation,  
spiritual battle and how we can respond to Christ’s call to live 
our lives with heroic virtue. Come along for the ride, meet Opus, 
Joyous, Clare and friends in this totally Catholic, epic adventure 
story! 

In The Opus Joyous Show: The Living Word of God, we meet two 
new characters, Fr. Steven and Alma as they join Opus, Joyous, 
Clare and Sage on their journey to the island of Malum to stop 
Captain Barnacle. Hear Almas’s beautiful song about our Lady of 
Guadalupe, discover the time travelling Bible and more! In this 
episode, Sr. Mary Kate continues her teaching sessions with the 
bonus of a touching melodic song about Heaven. 
 
Episode 3 features an action packed, back-in-time adventure as 
the characters use their time travelling Bible to go back and  
collect relics from the life of Christ. It’s an uber-faith-based  
episode packed with biblical imagery, Catholic theology,  
adventure and intrigue as the characters get closer and closer to 
Captain Barnacle’s island in their efforts to stop his evil plan for 
utter darkness upon the entire world.  
 
A highlight of The Opus Joyous Show: Instruments of God’s  

Miraculous Power is the two faith-filled songs, one about the 

priesthood and the other, a touching song acting as the  

background for a picturesque montage of Christ’s life. 

Children’s Faith Formation 

Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults  
Are you interested in joining the  

Catholic Church? Are you an adult who 

needs to complete your Sacraments of 

Initiation (Confirmation and/or  

Eucharist)? Then this process is for you! 

Please contact Laura Shupe for more 

information. 

Our Lady’s Rosary 
Makers 
Thursday, August 8;  3-4PM 
Join us as we pray the Divine 

Mercy Chaplet and make  

rosaries. Materials and a  

lesson are provided. 

PreK-1st 

http://www.formed.org
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Parish Events 

Farmington Food Shelf 
Farmington Food Shelf is in need of paper bags. Please leave in 
the bins along with any food donations. 
 
Thank You! 

Community News 
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Saturday, July 27 
 3:15PM Confession 
 4:30PM Mass Intention—Willis and Delores Bauer 
 
Sunday, July 28 
 8:00AM Mass Intention—Peter & Norma Giannotti 
 10:30AM Mass Intention—St. Michael Parish 

Community 
 
Monday, July 29 
 9:00AM Vacation Bible School 
 5:45PM Rosary at The Legacy 
  
Tuesday, July 30  
 9:30AM Vacation Bible School 
 10:00AM Mom’s Group 
 
Wednesday, July 31  
 9:30AM Vacation Bible School 
  
Thursday, August 1 
 9:30AM Vacation Bible School 
 9:30AM Communion to Legacy Residents 
 9:40AM Rosary at Legacy 
 10:00AM Word & Communion Service at Legacy 
 1:00PM Communion to Honeysuckle 
  
Friday,  August 2 
 9:30AM Vacation Bible School 
 9:00AM 9-2-9 Eucharistic Adoration 
 9:30AM Communion to Red Oak 
 9:40AM Rosary @ Trinity Care Center 
 10:00AM Word and Communion at Trinity Care Center 
 10:00AM Word and Communion at Trinity Terrace 
 11:00AM Communion to Trinity Memory Care 
  
Saturday, August 3 
 3:15PM Confession 
 4:30PM Mass  Intention—F. and G. Bergman 
 
Sunday, August 4 
 8:00AM Mass  Intention—Agnes Grundman 
 10:30AM Mass  Intention—St. Michael Parish 

Community 
 11:30AM Blessing of Religious Articles 

Pastor: 

 Rev. Benjamin Little .....................................................................  
 pastor@stmichael-farmington.org 

For appointments, please call the parish office at 651-463-3360 

Deacon: 

 Deacon Russ Shupe ............................................651-463-5228 
 rshupe@stmichael-farmington.org 

Parish Business Administrator: 

 Patti Johansen .....................................................651-463-5221 

 pjohansen@stmichael-farmington.org 

Office Coordinator: 

 Patty Stibal ……………………………………………………651-463-3360 

  pstibal@stmichael-farmington.org 

Director of Pastoral Care and Mission 

 Jennifer Schneider ..............................................651-463-5224 

 jschneider@stmichael-farmington.org 

Director of Music: 

 Janice Wilson .......................................................651-463-5227 

 jwilson@stmichael-farmington.org 

Director of Children/Adult Faith Formation: 

 Laura Shupe ........................................................651-463-5237 

 lshupe@stmichael-farmington.org 

Director of Youth Faith Formation and Youth Ministry: 

 Brittney LaVigne...................................................651-463-5223 

 blavigne@stmichael-farmington.org 

Facilities Manager: 

 John Ristow ..........................................................651-463-5229 

 jristow@stmichael-farmington.org 

Parish Trustees: 

    Laura Pitzen—Treasurer 
     Mark Wood—Secretary  

 

Parish Office ............................................................651-463-3360 

Office Hours : Monday - Friday 8:00AM-4:00PM 

Office Fax:  651-463-2339 
info@stmichael-farmington.org 

 

Bulletin Deadline: 12:00PM Monday Please submit requests to 
info@stmichael-farmington.org 

 

Pastoral Emergency (after hours)  651-243-9253 

  
Archdiocese Victim/Survivor Assistance 651-291-4497 
 

Parish Council  ........... pastoralcouncil@stmichael-farmington.org 

Finance Council ........... financecouncil@stmichael-farmington.org 

1st Friday adoration 
August 2nd is our next 9-2-9 Adoration  
opportunity. Several one-hour time slots are open for this date: 

       
       4-5pm 
       6-7pm 
       7-8pm  
 

Contact Patty in the office or Connie Fifarek at 
612-269-5901. Thank you! 
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Financial Update Are You Interested in Registering? 
Please visit www.stmichael-farmington.org to fill out an online 
registration form. This is found under the Online Forms and 
Payments tab. If you have any questions, please call the parish 
office at 651-463-3360 

Are You Interested in 
Electronic Contributions? 
Scan the QR code for an immediate link to the 
site or visit www.stmichael-farmington.org and 
hover over Online Forms and Payments. Click 
on Pay or Donate online. Contact Patty Stibal in 

the parish office with any questions. 

www.facebook.com/stmichaelfgtn 

Mass Attendance 

 Month  2019  2018 
 April  4,338  4,519 
 May  3,505  3,598 
 June  3,691  3,080 

 

Financial Update - May 
   May 2019 FYTD 2018-19 
Contributions   
Sunday/Holy Day  $60,825  $740,805 
Budget Expectation $63,000  $706,000 
Short May/Over YTD -$2,175  $34,805 
 

Contributions   
Building Maint Fund $7,467  $65,120 
Budget Expectation $12,500  $137,500 
Budget Shortage   -$5,033  -$72,380 
 

Expenses  $78,298  $879,787 
Expense Budget  $74,764  $934,748 
Over May/Under YTD  $3,534  -$54,961 
 

Loan Debt       
Principal Payments $22,487  $230,107 
Interest Payments $3,924  $43,599 
Loan Balance   $1,401,823  

    

http://www.facebook.com/stmichaelfgtn

