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Worship times 
Saturday:  4:30PM 

Sunday:  8:00AM, 10:30AM 
Tuesday:  6:30PM Chapel 

Wednesday-Friday: 8:30AM Chapel 

Confession 
Saturday:  3:15-4:15PM  

 

Church of  
Saint Michael 

God's sons and daughters in  
Farmington, Minnesota 

Our Mission 
To be a welcoming Catholic community 

centered in the Eucharist, inviting all to live the  
Gospel and grow in faith. 

22120 Denmark Avenue—Farmington MN 55024—651-463-3360—www.stmichael-farmington.org 

WEEKLY READINGS AND  
OBSERVANCES  

 

Readings for the week of August 4, 2019 
Sunday:  Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 
14, 17 [1]/Col 3:1-5, 9-11/Lk 12:13-21 
Monday:  Nm 11:4b-15/Ps 81:12-13, 14-15, 16-17 
[2a]/Mt 14:13-21 
Tuesday:  Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9 [1a 
and 9a]/2 Pt 1:16-19/Lk 9:28b-36 
Wednesday:  Nm 13:1-2, 25--14:1, 26a-29a, 34-
35/Ps 106:6-7ab, 13-14, 21-22, 23 [4a]/Mt 15:21-
28 
Thursday:  Nm 20:1-13/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Mt 
16:13-23 
Friday: Dt 4:32-40/Ps 77:12-13, 14-15, 16 and 21 
[12a]/Mt 16:24-28 
Saturday: 2 Cor 9:6-10/Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9 [5]/
Jn 12:24-26 
Next Sunday:  Wis 18:6-9/Ps 33:1, 12, 18-19, 20-
22 [12b]/Heb 11:1-2, 8-19 or 11:1-2, 8-12/Lk 
12:32-48 or 12:35-40 
  
Observances for the week of August 4, 2019 
Sunday:  18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday:  The Dedication of the Basilica of St. 
Mary Major 
Tuesday:  The Transfiguration of the Lord 
Wednesday: St. Sixtus II, Pope, & Companions, 
Martyrs; St. Cajetan, Priest 
Thursday:  St. Dominic, Priest 
Friday: St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, Virgin 
& Martyr 
Saturday:  St. Lawrence, Deacon & Martyr 
Next Sunday:  19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  
©LPi  

August 4, 2019 
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From the Pastor 

 

THAT CHRIST MAY DWELL IN YOUR 

HEARTS BY FAITH 

 

A WORD ON FUNERALS 

 

It is likely the case that funerals are not foremost on the minds 

of many in our parish family. It is also likely the case that a  

funeral is very much foremost on the minds of a few people 

when they think about the church and their needs therein. 

Wherever you might fall on that spectrum, please read the  

following words with an open and trusting heart, and know that 

they are spoken in love and with deep pastoral concern. 

 

Recently, we celebrated a funeral on a Saturday morning here 

at the parish. Some may have noticed that this was a rarity. For 

several years now, we have deliberately avoided celebrating 

funerals on Saturday mornings. People might wonder why that 

is, and this is a reasonable thing to wonder. Isn’t it the  

responsibility of the parish to minister to people in a time of 

greatest need, especially a time of grief? Shouldn’t we try to 

accommodate the desires of a grieving family? The answer is 

yes. But I have steadily found that that “yes” has to be subject 

to some reasonable limits.  

 

Here are some reasons why: 

 

We are trying to meet a limitless need with finite resources. 

 

What this means is that our parish, like virtually all others, has a 

limited and shrinking manpower to meet the needs of an  

average funeral. These resources are especially difficult to  

mobilize on a Saturday. The parish staff and office is not present 

on Saturdays, and that is just and right. Volunteers to serve the 

luncheon are generous and faithful servants, but it is  

understandable that they would wish to be with their families 

or engaged in leisure on Saturday, particularly if they have 

served another funeral earlier in the same week. On Saturdays, 

there is a relatively quick turnaround before the weekend Mass 

schedule begins, along with the many other programs that take 

place on many weekends. Lastly (and least importantly) there is 

only one priest in our parish. Many people do not realize the 

strain that a Saturday funeral puts on a solo pastor. Often  

Saturday mornings and early afternoons are the final (and too 

often, only) chance I get to put the final work and prayer into 

my Sunday homily. And as a diabetic, a busy week can make it 

physically difficult for me to enter into the intensity of the 

weekend Mass schedule without a bit of a “breather” for a few 

quiet hours on Saturday morning and early afternoon. 

 

Death and grieving are “holy ground” and belong to God. 

 

Often when a request for a Saturday funeral is made, it is so 

that a high degree of planning can take place, which is fine, in 

and of itself. There are distant family members whose travel 

schedules have to be worked out. More and more often people 

do not wish to miss work in order to come to the funeral. In 

speaking with a brother priest recently, we lamented that this 

trend can be taken too far—so much so that in some cases, it 

can feel as if the event being planned is more like a wedding 

than a funeral. Because death can come unexpectedly, we can 

never exercise complete control over it. The way funerals are 

celebrated—especially on Saturdays—tends to try to do this at 

times. We need to recover a sense of God’s domain over 

death—by that I mean that we ought to allow our lives to be 

interrupted, and to some degree even “inconvenienced” by 

death and a funeral. Allowing ourselves to experience the  

immediacy of death and grieving enables us to lean more  

directly on God and one another. We need to avoid the thought 

that we can plan the “perfect funeral” like we might plan the 

“perfect wedding”. 

 

So even though we recently broke our growing precedent of 

avoiding Saturday funerals, we hope to continue having few if 

any funerals on Saturdays. When the time should come for 

your family to enter into the mystery of death and grieving for 

a loved one, please be willing to understand and be flexible. If 

a rare Saturday funeral is celebrated, we will no longer be able 

to offer a luncheon, and the family will be responsible for 

providing hospitality for guests at another location.  

 

May God bless your week. 

 

Fr. Benjamin Little 
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Pilgrimage Mary  

 August Schedule 
 August 4   Available 

 August 11 Loretta Goers 

 August 18 Mary Stout 

 Augusat 25 Available  
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Pastoral Care & Mission 

Jennifer Schneider, Director of Pastoral Care and Mission 
651-463-5224, jschneider@stmichael-farmington.org  

Youth Ministry 

Britt LaVigne, Director of Youth Faith Formation and Ministry  
651-463-5223, blavigne@stmichael-farmington.org  

Church Teachings Regarding Cremation  
 

Many Catholics today believe that the Church does not permit 
cremation of the human body after death has occurred. Prior to 
the Second Vatican Council in the 1960’s, that was the case. 
However, in May, 1963, that prohibition was lifted. This  
permission was later incorporated into the revised Code of  
Canon Law in 1983, which states:  
 
The Church earnestly recommends that the pious custom of  
burial be retained; but it does not forbid cremation, unless this is 
chosen for reasons which are contrary to Christian teaching.  
(Canon 1176, No. 3)  
 
In order to provide more clarity as to how Catholics should  
practice the use of cremation within our faith tradition, in 1997 
the National Conference of Catholic Bishops published  
Reflections on the Body, Cremation, and Catholic Funeral Rites. 
The key text in this document states:  
 
The cremated remains of the body should be treated with the 
same respect given to the human body from which they come. 
This includes the use of a worthy vessel to contain the ashes, the 
manner in which they are carried, the care and attention to  
appropriate placement and transport, and final disposition. The 
cremated remains should be buried in a grave or entombed in a 
mausoleum or columbarium. The practice of scattering cremated 
remains on the sea, from the air, on the ground, or keeping  
cremated remains in the home of a relative or friend of the  
deceased are not the reverent disposition that the Church  
requires. Whenever possible, appropriate means for recording 
with dignity the memory of the deceased should be adopted, 
such as a plaque or stone which records the name of the  
deceased.  
 
(Reflections, paragraph 417) 
Also in 1997 the Roman Congregation for Divine Worship and the 
Discipline of the Sacraments granted an indult permitting  
diocesan bishops in the United States to allow the presence of 
the cremated remains of the body to be present during the  
funeral liturgy. Textual and ritual adaptations for the celebration 
of the funeral rites in the presence of the cremated remains 
were appended to the Order of Christian Funerals, the official 
funeral rite of the Catholic Church.  
 
http://www.catholic-cemeteries.org/
church_teaching_regarding_cremation.aspx 
 
In His Joy, 
Jennifer Schneider 
Director of Pastoral Care & Mission 

Pastoral Care & Mission (cont.) 

http://www.catholic-cemeteries.org/church_teaching_regarding_cremation.aspx
http://www.catholic-cemeteries.org/church_teaching_regarding_cremation.aspx
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Adult Faith Formation Formed 

Do You Know?! 
What gem is found in a Cardinal’s ring? 

Last week: What was Moses’ sister’s name? Miriam 

Laura Shupe,  Director of Children/Adult Faith Formation 
651-463-5237, lshupe@stmichael-farmington.org 

Saint Maria Soledad is an 1 hour and 50 minute film available 
at www.formed.org. This new movie tells the inspiring story of 
the beginnings of the Sister Servants of Mary, a religious order 
that was founded in Madrid, Spain in 1851 by Fr. Miguel  
Martinez and Sister Maria Soledad who guided it in its  
development and expansion until her death in 1887. 
 
The new order was dedicated to serving the sick, especially in 
their own homes. It was a providential foundation because Spain 
at the time was devastated by epidemics, revolutions, the fierce 
massacre of religious, and by politics which were constantly  
opposed to the teachings of Christ and his Church. Assistance to 
the sick in their homes, never done before, was therefore all the 
more necessary. 
 
Mother Soledad was like an expert pilot, who directed the 
course of the new congregation with calmness and efficiency, 
amid the frightening storms. During this challenging time she 
gave proof of her exquisite tact, her great courage and her  
untiring charity, as well as her humility and meekness with which 
she won the deep love of her daughters. God sent many  
vocations to her congregation, and Saint Maria dedicated herself 
to their spiritual formation, inspiring them with a burning charity 
towards God and the sick. 
 
Always united to God, Mother Soledad relied entirely on his  
Divine Providence for the protection and growth of her new  
order. She suffered many misunderstandings and persecutions 
within her order and in society while giving her whole-hearted 
service to the sick. She died October 11, 1887, and was  
canonized by Pope Paul VI in 1970. Today there are 1,500 sisters 
in her order in 110 convents around the world, including several 
in the United States. 
 
To enjoy this film and many other fine programs, go to 

www.formed.org and enter the parish’s code: 3N79X3 or  

download it from GooglePlay or the APP Store.  

Our Lady’s Rosary Makers 
Thursday, August 8 from 3-4:00PM, join us in rooms 9 and 10 

to pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet and make rosaries. Materials 

and a lesson are provided. 

VBS Thank You 
We thank all of our volunteers who made this year’s Vacation 
Bible School Program a success.  
 
Also, thanks to our 4th and 5th grade participants who signed 
birthday cards for seniors, packed food for the Backpack  
Project, and sorted school supplies. 

Children’s Faith Formation 

Register Now for 2019-2020  
Faith Formation  

We offer sessions for 4-year olds (by September 1) through 

Confirmation (High School age) on Sunday mornings and 

Wednesday evenings. Registration forms are available online 

and in the Parish Office. 

Registration cost go up September 1st! 

PK—Grade 1   $55 
Grades 2-5   $75 
Grades 6-8    $95  
Confirmation     $120 
Family Maximum     $250 

Please contact the Parish office with any questions. 

http://www.formed.org
http://www.formed.org
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Community News Parish News 

EMHC Training 
 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHC) training for 
new ministers will be held on Sunday, August 18 beginning 
promptly at 9:15-10:15AM.  We will meet in the Gathering 
space. 
 
Requirements: 

 Must have a special love and care for the Eucharist and for 
all those who share in the Body and Blood of our Lord 

 EMHC are expected to show the greatest reverence for the 
Most Holy Eucharist by their demeanor, their attire and 
manner in which they handle the consecrated bread and 
wine 

 Must be at least a junior in High School and have received 
the Sacrament of Confirmation 

 Must be a practicing Catholic in good standing with the 
Church 

 If married, be in a valid marriage according to the law of 
the Catholic Church 

Lector Training 
 
Lector training for new ministers will be held on Sunday, August 
25 beginning promptly at 9:15-10:15AM.  We will meet in the 
Gathering Space. 
Requirements: 

 Lectors must have the ability to proclaim the Word of the 
Lord, not just read it 

 Lectors are fully initiated, practicing Catholics whose lives 
witness to the Word which they proclaim 

 Must be at least 16 years of age having received First Holy 
Communion and Confirmation 

 Lectors are expected to show the greatest reverence for the 
Word of God by their demeanor, their attire and matter in 
which they proclaim the word 
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Saturday, August 3 
 3:15PM Confession 
 4:30PM Mass  Intention—F & G. Bergman 
Sunday, August 4 
 8:00AM Mass  Intention—Agnes Grundman 
 9:15AM Respect Life Meeting 
 10:30AM Mass  Intention—St. Michael Parish 

Community 
Monday, August 5 
 5:45PM Rosary at The Legacy 
 6:30PM Pastoral Care Meeting 
Tuesday, August 6 
 10:00AM Mom’s Group 
 5:00PM Eucharistic Adoration 
 6:10PM Rosary 
 6:30PM Mass Intention—Kathy Masberg 
Wednesday, August 7 
 8:10AM Rosary 
 8:30AM Mass Intention—Mary Hatfield 
 6:30PM Prayer Shawl Meeting 
Thursday, August 8 
 8:10AN Rosary 
 8:30AM Mass Intention—Bob Rydeen 
 9:30AM Communion to Legacy Residents 
 1:00PM Communion to Honeysuckle 
Friday,  August 9 
 8:10AM Rosary 
 8:30AM Mass Intention—Kathlene Hart 
 9:30AM Communion to Red Oak 
 10:00AM Word and Communion @ Trinity Terrace 
 
Saturday, August 10 
 3:15PM Confession 
 4:30PM Mass Intention—Andi Little 
 
Sunday, August 11 
 8:00AM Mass Intention—Judy Olson Degner 
 10:30AM Mass Intention—St. Michael Parish 

Community 
 12:00M Baptisms 

Pastor: 

 Rev. Benjamin Little .....................................................................  
 pastor@stmichael-farmington.org 

For appointments, please call the parish office at 651-463-3360 

Deacon: 

 Deacon Russ Shupe ............................................651-463-5228 
 rshupe@stmichael-farmington.org 

Parish Business Administrator: 

 Patti Johansen .....................................................651-463-5221 

 pjohansen@stmichael-farmington.org 

Office Coordinator: 

 Patty Stibal ……………………………………………………651-463-3360 

  pstibal@stmichael-farmington.org 

Director of Pastoral Care and Mission 

 Jennifer Schneider ..............................................651-463-5224 

 jschneider@stmichael-farmington.org 

Director of Music: 

 Janice Wilson .......................................................651-463-5227 

 jwilson@stmichael-farmington.org 

Director of Children/Adult Faith Formation: 

 Laura Shupe ........................................................651-463-5237 

 lshupe@stmichael-farmington.org 

Director of Youth Faith Formation and Youth Ministry: 

 Brittney LaVigne...................................................651-463-5223 

 blavigne@stmichael-farmington.org 

Facilities Manager: 

 John Ristow ..........................................................651-463-5229 

 jristow@stmichael-farmington.org 

Parish Trustees: 

    Laura Pitzen—Treasurer 
     Mark Wood—Secretary  

 

Parish Office ............................................................651-463-3360 

Office Hours : Monday - Friday 8:00AM-4:00PM 

Office Fax:  651-463-2339 
info@stmichael-farmington.org 

 

Bulletin Deadline: 12:00PM Monday Please submit requests to 
info@stmichael-farmington.org 

 

Pastoral Emergency (after hours)  651-243-9253 

  
Archdiocese Victim/Survivor Assistance 651-291-4497 
 

Parish Council  ........... pastoralcouncil@stmichael-farmington.org 

Finance Council ........... financecouncil@stmichael-farmington.org 

 

November 14, 2019 
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Financial Update Are You Interested in Registering? 
Please visit www.stmichael-farmington.org to fill out an online 
registration form. This is found under the Online Forms and 
Payments tab. If you have any questions, please call the parish 
office at 651-463-3360 

Are You Interested in 
Electronic Contributions? 
Scan the QR code for an immediate link to the 
site or visit www.stmichael-farmington.org and 
hover over Online Forms and Payments. Click 
on Pay or Donate online. Contact Patty Stibal in 

the parish office with any questions. 

www.facebook.com/stmichaelfgtn 

Mass Attendance 

 Month  2019  2018 
 May  3,505  3,598 
 June  3,691  3,080 
 July  2,640  3,633 

 

Financial Update - May 
   May 2019 FYTD 2018-19 
Contributions   
Sunday/Holy Day  $60,825  $740,805 
Budget Expectation $63,000  $706,000 
Short May/Over YTD -$2,175  $34,805 
 

Contributions   
Building Maint Fund $7,467  $65,120 
Budget Expectation $12,500  $137,500 
Budget Shortage   -$5,033  -$72,380 
 

Expenses  $78,298  $879,787 
Expense Budget  $74,764  $934,748 
Over May/Under YTD  $3,534  -$54,961 
 

Loan Debt       
Principal Payments $22,487  $230,107 
Interest Payments $3,924  $43,599 
Loan Balance   $1,401,823  

    

http://www.facebook.com/stmichaelfgtn

