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Worship times   
Saturday:  4:30PM   

Sunday:  8:00AM, 10:30AM 
Tuesday:  6:30PM Chapel 

Wednesday-Friday: 8:30AM Chapel 

 
Confession 

Saturday:3:15-4:15PM  
 

 

Church of  
Saint Michael 

God's sons and daughters in  
Farmington, Minnesota 

Our Mission 
To be a welcoming Catholic community 

centered in the Eucharist, inviting all to live the  
Gospel and grow in faith. 

22120 Denmark Avenue—Farmington MN 55024—651-463-3360—www.stmichael-farmington.org 

WEEKLY READINGS AND  
OBSERVANCES  

Readings for the week of August 25, 2019 
 
Sunday: Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1, 2, [Mk 16:15]/
Heb 12:5-7, 11-13/Lk 13:22-30 
Monday:1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 
5-6a and 9b [cf. 4a]/Mt 23:13-22 
Tuesday:1 Thes 2:1-8/Ps 139:1-3, 4-6 [1]/Mt 
23:23-26 
Wednesday:1 Thes 2:9-13/Ps 139:7-8, 9-10, 11
-12ab [1]/Mt 23:27-32 
Thursday:1 Thes 3:7-13/Ps 90:3-5a, 12-13, 14 
and 17 [14]/Mk 6:17-29 
Friday: 1 Thes 4:1-8/Ps 97:1 and 2b, 5-6, 10, 
11-12 [12a]/Mt 25:1-13 
Saturday:1 Thes 4:9-11/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9 [9]/Mt 
25:14-30 
Next Sunday:Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29/Ps 68:4-5, 6
-7, 10-11 [cf. 11b]/Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a/Lk 
14:1, 7-14 
 
Observances for the week of August 25, 2019 
Sunday: 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday:  
Tuesday: St. Monica 
Wednesday: St. Augustine, Bishop & Doctor of 
the Church 
Thursday: The Passion of St. John the Baptist 
Friday:  
Saturday:  
Next Sunday:22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

August 25, 2019 
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From the Pastor 

 

THAT CHRIST MAY DWELL IN YOUR 
HEARTS BY FAITH 
 
PARISH PICNIC 

Thank you to all who have had a hand in the parish picnic we 
celebrate today (Sunday). Our staff, volunteers, and those who 
attend contribute to making it a great event. I hope that we will 
continue to see a revival of larger events like this, perhaps even 
to the point of a restoration of our former fundraisers. It has 
been great to see this event evolve over the last few years into 
a joyful way to end the summer and ready ourselves for another 
year of programs and fellowship in our parish family. A special 
thanks to Jennifer Schneider for her assistance and direction 
with the first official “big event” as our Director of Pastoral Care 
and Mission. 

 

THOUGHTS  ON A CULTURAL MILESTONE 

About a week and a half ago, I read and heard several  
reflections on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of  
Woodstock--the legendary music festival which took place in 
rural New York from August 15-17, 1969. Woodstock took place 
long before my time, and just ever so slightly before my  
parents’ time; I realize, then, that I speak without a personal 
lived experience of the event. For all I know, there may be some 
who read this and disagree with me based on personal  
experience. I do not dispute your personal recollections! Still, 
most of the wistful reminiscing about the event recalled how 
the festival represented the beginning of a new era in our public 
life and society. It was a heroic throwing-off of the old moral 
code and societal norms of previous generations. But what the 
history actually records is a few days of drugged-out music,  
nudity, and drug use, along with the mud, the rain, and the 
crowds. Interviews with some of the prominent musical  
performers even suggest that the event was not a very noble 
moment in the life of our country. 

Why do I bring this up in my Pastor’s Column of a parish  
bulletin? Well, here goes: As a pastor, I consider it my role to 
share my heart with you in love as a spiritual father. From time 
to time, it is good to share what has shaped my heart and the 
way I look at the world and the way I hope to bring you closer 
to Jesus in my ministry here at St. Michael’s. I am not old, I am 
not wise, and I am not as holy as God wants me to be, but in His 
Providence He has put me here to offer you spiritual guidance 
and to be your shepherd. So here’s a little bit of my heart.  
People these days might wonder why the younger generation of 
priests tends to lean more to the traditional side. Some might 
even use the word “conservative” even though that is a political 
term that doesn’t actually describe what we often think it  
describes. Growing up at the time I did, in the several  
generations after all those cultural upheavals of which  

Woodstock was an icon, I think I (and others) saw the  
emptiness and foolishness of the rejection of the older  
traditions. What enabled us to see this reality? I do not know in 
every case. In my own, I had a loving family that taught firm 
truths with gentleness and love. I was fortunate to attend 
schools where the truth shined brilliantly and attracted me to 
itself. In my own case, I am certain that God gave me special 
graces to know Him and love Him and to respect His Church. 
And of course there was the great figure of Pope St. John Paul 
II who loomed over my childhood and early adulthood as a 
witness to the great adventure of staking everything on the 
promises of Christ and the companionship of his Blessed  
Mother in His Church. This is not to say that everything was 
already perfect before, nor does it mean that if we simply  
revert back to “the way things were” that everything will be 
great. Absolutely not! Things are always more complex than 
that.  
 
Many priests and young people of my generation (certainly not 
a majority of us, but still a sizeable number) have begun to 
discover, and continue to discover that there are reliable,  
well-supported, and understandable truths in the old ways of 
doing things. Things you could stake your life on. Things that 
went beyond the lame platitudes of “follow your heart”, “do 
what feels good”, or “make love not war”. In some ways, we 
were the first to inherit the cultural wreckage of the era  
represented by Woodstock (which also corresponded almost 
exactly with the wide-scale rejection of the Catholic Church’s 
teaching on sexual morality, so beautifully explained by Pope 
St. Paul VI in Humanae Vitae in August of 1968 (remember  
celebrating that a year ago? Now that’s actually something 
worth celebrating!)  
 
So forgive me if I don’t look to Woodstock and the cultural rot 
it is said to represent as a great moment in our history. I’ll stick 
with the Paschal Mystery as the one great defining moment in 
all of history and go from there.  
 

Fr. Benjamin Little 
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Pilgrimage Mary  

 August /September Schedule 
 August 25 Mary Stout 
 September 1 Vicki Pepera 
 September 8         Available 

 September 15  Robin Grundman 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 3 

Jennifer Schneider, Director of Pastoral Care and Mission 
651-463-5224, jschneider@stmichael-farmington.org  

Grief has been defined as a natural and necessary reaction to a 
significant change or loss in our lives. These key words in that 
definition however, natural and necessary, pose a significant 
challenge to people in our culture. 
 

Natural and Necessary 
 
People sometimes have the mistaken impression that feelings 
associated with grief are unnatural. This is not true. We all  
experience minute episodes of grief (change) in our daily lives 
that come and go with little notice. Rarely do we identify the 
feelings associated with these situations until we encounter or 
accumulate more significant losses (changes). 
 
When we experience a major loss however, our reactions are 
often much stronger. In these cases, grief can manifest itself in 
ways that cause us to question or doubt our own physical and/or 
mental well-being. For example, people who are grieving major 
losses can have difficulty concentrating or focusing. When a  
person is in the midst of a severe grief reaction, maintaining a 
daily routine (bathing, eating, etc.) can become a sizable  
challenge. They may have trouble sleeping, or may experience a 
lack of energy or loss of appetite. Activities that once were easy 
may become very difficult. People who are grieving often  
behave, think or feel differently than they did before the loss 
occurred. Their lives no longer follow the well-established 
patterns that previously defined their world. Major losses disrupt 
and threaten normal routines and cause people to feel as if their 
lives are out of control. This can also produce a temporary state 
of depression. If these feelings of hopelessness or helplessness 
persist longer than 6 months or become overwhelming,  
professional help may be necessary to help maneuver through 
these difficult times. (http://www.catholic-cemeteries.org/
support_grieving_process.aspx) 
 
If you need help dealing with loss, please contact me, I am happy 
to help you find resources to help. 
 
In His Joy, 
Jennifer Schneider 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - 
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR 
ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 
Get to Know Jesus 
 
When I speak and write, I mention my family quite often. Those 
of you who have been reading these reflections for the past 5+ 
years — or who have read my books — may think you know 
them. When I travel, I do get asked about my family by those 
who have entered my life through the words on a page. My hope 
is that by sharing stories about my family and life the reader gets 
a chance to see himself or herself in the story as well. Then the 
point being made in the article or reflection can take on stronger 
meaning because it hits home. However, no matter how much I 
write about my family and how much you read about them, you 
will only have a glimpse as to the real people. It will take an  
actual relationship with one of them to get you to the point 
where you can say you know them. 
 
That is the same way with Jesus. First, more Catholics need to 
read more and learn more about Jesus. Bible studies should be 
the norm and not the exception in our lives. Second, too many of 
us in the Church can explain who Jesus is from our past  
formation classes and reading, but we do not actually know him. 
Jesus is not a topic, a theological term, or simply a historical  
figure. He is a real being who is alive! He is not dead, but alive! 
He calls us to do more than read about him. He calls us into an 
intimate relationship with him. We grow in relationship with 
Jesus by worshipping at the Mass, spending time with him in 
adoration, resting in him in the quiet, and by having the Jesus in 
us meet the Jesus in others. If you do not know him personally, 
get to know him. I would love for you all to meet my family in 
person someday, but I would much rather you get to know Jesus 
instead. 
 
—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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I Have Called You By Name  
Born to a new life in Christ and joined to our faith community 
through the waters of Baptism, we welcome: 

 
                     Allie Mae Cook 

                         Eloise Jane Kongshaug 

Sacraments 

Pastoral Care & Mission 
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Do You Know?! 
Prior to Pope John Paul II, who was the last non-Italian pope? 

Last week: Our Lady of Fatima requested that we pray for the 
conversion of what country? Russia 

Laura Shupe,  Director of Children/Adult Faith Formation 
651-463-5237, lshupe@stmichael-farmington.org  

 

Study on the Acts of the Apostles 
Mondays, 9:30-11:00AM 
Join Deacon Russ and Laura Shupe for this 10-session study 

starting on September 16. Cost is $20/person.  

 

Registration form is available in 

the Gathering Space, Parish 

Office and parish website. 

Saturday Morning  
Men’s Group 

 
This 10-session study will be on Fr. 

Larry Richards’ book, Be a Man!  

 

The cost of this study which begins 

on September 21 is $35/person.  

 

All men of the parish are invited to participate! 

Our Lady’s Rosary Makers 
Thursday, September 12; 3-4PM 
Please join us to pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet and make  

rosaries. Materials and a lesson are provided. The rosaries are 

given to families in our Baptism Prep programs, sent to a  

mission in Peru, and available to everyone in the parish. 

Children’s Faith Formation 

Laura Shupe,  Director of Children/Adult Faith Formation 
651-463-5237, lshupe@stmichael-farmington.org 

Faith Formation Opening Mass 
Wednesday, September 25; 6:00PM 
Join us as we begin a new year of Faith Formation sessions 

for those age 4 through Confirmation.  

Preschool – Grade 1 Faith Formation Program 
Did you know that we offer an additional session time for 

those in preschool through grade 1 on Sundays? The parish 

offers a session time during the 10:30 Mass for our young 

people. If you have not registered already for Faith  

Formation, please consider this option and register prior to 

September 1 when the tuition fee goes up. 

Adult Faith Formation 

3N79X3 
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St Michael’s Resurrection Choir 
A “Meet & Greet” is being planned for members of the St.  
Michael Resurrection Choir and those interested in joining. We 
will meet on Thursday, August 29 at 9:00AM in the church for a 
short rehearsal (about an hour). We’ll follow that with some time 
for food and fellowship. If you like to sing and are available on 
weekday mornings, please consider joining us! For more  
information, see below or contact Janice at jwilson@stmichael-
farmington.org or 651-463-5227. 
 
Questions about the Resurrection Choir? Here is more  
information about us. The Resurrection Choir helps lead the  
singing at most of our Parish Funeral Liturgies. We minister to 
those in our community in need of comfort, healing, and peace 
with the gift of musical support. Resurrection Choir members are 
adults who are available to sing for funerals on weekday  
mornings. Choir members are placed on an email list and phone 
tree. When a funeral is scheduled, each person is notified of the 
date and time of the funeral. (There are no regularly scheduled 
rehearsals for this group.) This important ministry holds us true 
to our call to bury the dead and comfort those who mourn.  

Janice Wilson, Director of Music 
651-463-5227,  jwilson@stmichael-farmington.org 

Brittney LeVigne, Director of Youth Faith Formation &  
Ministry, 651-463-5223, blavigne@stmichael-farmington.org 

“He Who Sings, Prays Twice!” 
Do you enjoy singing and participating in the Liturgy?  Can you 
follow a simple piece of music?  Then the St. Michael Choir is 
looking for YOU!!  Our Adult Choir Season is gearing up, and 
new members are always welcome.  Our “Back to Choir Night” 
is set for Tuesday, Sept. 3 at 6:00PM with time for fun,  
fellowship and food, followed by a short rehearsal. All other 
rehearsals are on Tuesdays at 7:00PM. If you are interested in 
joining, please contact Janice at 651-463-5227 or  
jwilson@stmichael-farmington.org  
 
The St. Michael Young People’s Choir has a new name! Going 
forward we will be called “Jubilate.” Rehearsals for “Jubilate” 
will be starting up later this fall. We sing about once a month 
at the Sunday, 10:30AM Mass. We rehearse on Wednesdays 
from 5:00 – 5:45, and our first rehearsal is scheduled for Oct. 
2.  All students in grades 4 – 8 are welcome. If you like to sing 
and would like to help us pray through our music, please join 
us!! For more information, please contact Janice at  
651-463-5227 or jwilson@stmichael-farmington.org  

Youth Faith Formation & Ministry 

mailto:jwilson@stmichael-farmington.org
mailto:jwilson@stmichael-farmington.org
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Saturday, August 24 
 3:15PM Confession 
 4:30PM Mass Intention—-Joseph Fischer 
 
Sunday, August 25  
 8:00AM Mass Intention—Lucille Lesser 
 9:15AM Lector Training  
 10:30AM Mass Intention—St. Michael Parish 

Community 
 11:30AM Parish Picnic 
 
Monday, August 26 
 5:45PM Rosary at The Legacy 
Tuesday, August 27 
 10:00AM Mom’s Group 
 5:00PM Eucharistic Adoration 
 6:10PM Rosary 
 6:30PM Mass Intention—Justin Wokson 
Wednesday, August 28 
 8:10AM Rosary 
 8:30AM Mass Intention—Edwin Seurer 
 6:30PM Alter Server Training 
Thursday, August 29 
 8:10AN Rosary 
 8:30AM Mass Intention—Paul Schultz 
 9:30AM Communion to Legacy Residents 
 1:00PM Communion to Honeysuckle 
 7:30PM KC’s Officer Meeting 
Friday,  August 30 
 8:10AM Rosary 
 8:30AM Mass Intention—Jonathan Lim 
 9:30AM Communion to Red Oak 
 9:40AM Rosary at Trinity Care Center 
 10:00AM Word and Communion at Trinity Care Center 
 10:00AM Word and Communion @ Trinity Terrace 
 11:00AM Communion to Trinity Memory Care 
 
Saturday, August 31 
 3:15PM Confession 
 4:30PM Mass Intention—Rita Carroll 
 
Sunday, September 1 
 8:00AM Mass Intention—Bob Rydeen 
 10:30AM Mass Intention—St. Michael Parish 

Community 
 11:30AM Blessing of Religious Items 

Pastor: 

 Rev. Benjamin Little .....................................................................  
 pastor@stmichael-farmington.org 

For appointments, please call the parish office at 651-463-3360 

Deacon: 

 Deacon Russ Shupe ............................................651-463-5228 
 rshupe@stmichael-farmington.org 

Parish Business Administrator: 

 Patti Johansen .....................................................651-463-5221 

 pjohansen@stmichael-farmington.org 

Office Coordinator: 

 Patty Stibal ……………………………………………………651-463-3360 

  pstibal@stmichael-farmington.org 

Director of Pastoral Care and Mission 

 Jennifer Schneider ..............................................651-463-5224 

 jschneider@stmichael-farmington.org 

Director of Music: 

 Janice Wilson .......................................................651-463-5227 

 jwilson@stmichael-farmington.org 

Director of Children/Adult Faith Formation: 

 Laura Shupe ........................................................651-463-5237 

 lshupe@stmichael-farmington.org 

Director of Youth Faith Formation and Youth Ministry: 

 Brittney LaVigne...................................................651-463-5223 

 blavigne@stmichael-farmington.org 

Facilities Manager: 

 John Ristow ..........................................................651-463-5229 

 jristow@stmichael-farmington.org 

Parish Trustees: 

    Laura Pitzen—Treasurer 
     Mark Wood—Secretary  

 

Parish Office ............................................................651-463-3360 

Office Hours : Monday - Friday 8:00AM-4:00PM 

Office Fax:  651-463-2339 
info@stmichael-farmington.org 

 

Bulletin Deadline: 12:00PM Monday Please submit requests to 
info@stmichael-farmington.org 

 

Pastoral Emergency (after hours)  651-243-9253 

  
Archdiocese Victim/Survivor Assistance 651-291-4497 
 

Parish Council  ........... pastoralcouncil@stmichael-farmington.org 

Finance Council ........... financecouncil@stmichael-farmington.org 

November 14, 2019 

 
Altar Server Training 
 
Those in 4th grade through adults are invited to a training to be 
a Mass Server.  You can attend one of the following two  
scheduled trainings: Wednesday, August 28th at 6:30pm or  
Saturday, September 7th at 10:00am. Please call the office if you 
are interested in this ministry to the parish. 
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Financial Update Are You Interested in Registering? 
Please visit www.stmichael-farmington.org to fill out an online 
registration form. This is found under the Online Forms and 
Payments tab. If you have any questions, please call the parish 
office at 651-463-3360 

Are You Interested in 
Electronic Contributions? 
Scan the QR code for an immediate link to the 
site or visit www.stmichael-farmington.org and 
hover over Online Forms and Payments. Click 
on Pay or Donate online. Contact Patty Stibal in 

the parish office with any questions. 

www.facebook.com/stmichaelfgtn 

Mass Attendance 

 Month  2019  2018 
 May  3,505  3,598 
 June  3,691  3,080 
 July  2,640  3,633 

 

Financial Update - May 
   May 2019 FYTD 2018-19 
Contributions   
Sunday/Holy Day  $60,825  $740,805 
Budget Expectation $63,000  $706,000 
Short May/Over YTD -$2,175  $34,805 
 

Contributions   
Building Maint Fund $7,467  $65,120 
Budget Expectation $12,500  $137,500 
Budget Shortage   -$5,033  -$72,380 
 

Expenses  $78,298  $879,787 
Expense Budget  $74,764  $934,748 
Over May/Under YTD  $3,534  -$54,961 
 

Loan Debt       
Principal Payments $22,487  $230,107 
Interest Payments $3,924  $43,599 
Loan Balance   $1,401,823  

    

http://www.facebook.com/stmichaelfgtn

