
Questions to Ponder Day 22-28 

WEEK 4 

For this fourth week, start each day with the Magnificat  prayer.  This prayer, captured in the Gospel of 

Luke, is the most inspired and inspiring because it is part of the Word of God and flowed from the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary herself. 

Magnificat 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: 

the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel for he remembered his promise of mercy, 

the promise he made to our fathers, to Abraham and his children forever. 

Day  22 

1. Can you see the connection between Our Lady of Fatima asking Russia to consecrate to her 

Immaculate Heart and first Saturday communion of reparation with your consecration?    

2. What is coincidence?  Have you experienced any coincidences in your life?  Do you believe like 

JPII that “in the designs of providence there are no mere coincidences”?  If so, what is God 

saying to you in the God-incidences in your life?  If not, what explanation do you give for two 

instances being similar in time, circumstances and outcome? 

3. Why is consecration/entrustment so important to JPII?  How is your consecration to Mary 

related to the consecration of the world to Mary and Divine Mercy?  How does your trust in 

Mary reflect your trust in the love and mercy of Jesus? 

4. Rewrite the Magnificat with your name in it in place of the references to Mary.  Give thanks to 

God for you personally. 

Closing Prayer:  

Come, Holy Spirit, living in Mary. Have mercy on us and the whole world. 

Day 23 

1. With whom and in what circumstance do you act as a mediator?  Or do you avoid such a role 

and if so, why?  What role does mercy or charity play in your mediation? 

2. Of obedience, faith, hope and burning charity, which is the most difficult for you and why?  

Which is easiest?  For whom or what in your life are these four virtues most important? 

3. Why do you suppose God has brought you, at this point in your life, to make or renew the 

consecration to Jesus through Mary?  What mediation between you and God might need Mary’s 

motherly hand right now? 



4. What aspects of your life need Mary’s gifts of grace and mercy right now?  Ask her for those 

gifts. 

Closing Prayer:  

Come, Holy Spirit, living in Mary.  Fill my heart with praise to God for giving Mary as my spiritual mother. 

Day 24 

1. What is true humility?  How humble are you?  What instances in your life can you cite as 

opportunities for the practice of humility? 

2. What human needs might Mary be attentive to and then bring to Jesus for his miraculous 

intervention if she were invited to your home today? 

3. When has your attentiveness to detail given you insight into what God wanted of you in a 

specific situation?  How did the details become apparent to you?  Did you give thanks to God at 

the time for this insight? 

4. When have you most powerfully experienced heart-pondering prayer during this preparation 

retreat for consecration to Jesus through Mary?  What spiritual fruit or insight has it produced in 

you?  Has your love of Jesus grown?  How can you tell?  

Closing Prayer:  

Come, Holy Spirit, living in Mary.  Help me to be faithful to heart-pondering prayer, as was Mary. 

Day 25 

1. How much do you desire Jesus’ mediation in present world needs?  How much do you wnt to 

see Jesus acknowledged as Mediator? 

2. What signs have youhad in prayer or insights or events that may have confirmed for you that 

God desires your consecration to Jesus through Mary? 

3. What concern or situation of yours will you ask Mary about first regarding Jesus’ will for you? 

4. What part of your relationships do you hope will become more “wholly Christ’s” be belonging to 

Mary? 

Closing Prayer:  

Come, Holy Spirit, living in Mary. Remind me to ask for Mary’s powerful intercession in my times of need.  

Day 26 

1. How do your remind yourself to run an errand, call someone or mail a letter?  Whom do you ask 

to help you remember ordinary, daily things?  Why do you need to ask the Holy Spirit to remind 

you to ask for Mary’s help 

2. According to JPII, the “new motherhood”  of Mary “came to definite maturity” at the foot of the 

Cross, at that moment when she burns with love for all those whom Jesus suffered and died. 

What will be the grace that you need – what needs to be conquered in you – for you to walk 

with Mary to Calvary and love more fully all the souls that Jesus wants to save as he suffers?  

When will you ask for this grace?  Now?  Consecration day? 

3. How do we take Mary into the physical house where we live?  Does she affect the décor of your 

home, how you entertain guests?  Does she affect how you dress, speak, act toward others in 

your home?  Write some new expectations for your home now that Mary lives there.. 



4. How will Mary mother you?  She will be trusting you to care for her – what will you do to care 

for her? 

Closing Prayer:  Come, Holy Spirit, living in Mary.  Prepare me to entrust myself completely to Mary so 

she can bring me closer to Christ. 

Day 27 

1. Where in your life is Jesus asking you to move Mary into?  Physical House? Interior (heart, soul, 

prayer) House? Your family relationships?  How will Mary enter in more deeply to these houses?  

(Through your consecration, you’re inviting her into all of these areas.) 

2. Imagine what the hidden life of the Holy Family was like.  What did they talk and pray about? 

What would you ask Mary about Jesus’ life growing up?  How he played, laughed, did chores?  

What insights does this give you in how you should work, act and pray?  

3. What are some new expectations for your home now that Mary lives there? Does she affect the 

décor, entertainment, how you dress, speak, act toward others in your home? 

4. How will Mary mother you? What will you do to care for her? 

Closing Prayer:  Come, Holy Spirit, living in Mary.  Prepare me to entrust myself completely to Mary so 

she can bring me closer to Christ. 

Day 28 

1. Have you considered dedicating a corner of your home or garden to Mary?  Where?  Which is 

your favorite statue or image of Mary? How does it express God’s mercy and Mary’s mercy? 

2. JP II defines the mercy of God as “Divine Love placing a limit on evil”.  Everyone carries around 

past and present evils in their life like physical limits, mental worries, sins of the flesh or spirit. 

What limits on those evils (and hope) do you recognize as Divine Mercy in your life? 

3. At the foot of the cross, Mary was the nearest person to Jesus’ Heart.  Ask her to bring you to 

that place where she stood and accepted the motherhood of you.  Ask her to support you as you 

climb there and thank her in prayer. 

4. Jesus consecrated himself for all mankind.  You are about to unite yourself to that consecration 

through your consecration to Jesus through Mary.  Ask Mary to enlighten you about your 

participation in Jesus’ mediation between God and the world.  What specific questions do you 

have about your response to being rescued? 

Closing Prayer:  Come, Holy Spirit, living in Mary.  Prepare me to entrust myself completely to Mary so 

she can bring me closer to Christ. 
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