St. Thomas Church

6 Green Street
PO Box 3
Underhill Center, VT 05490

Office Hours:
M-TH 9:30 AM - 4:00 PM

Priest’s Office Hours:
Tue. 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM, Fr1. 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Phone: 899-4632
Fax: 899-5120

E-Mail: office@stthomasvt.com
Parish Website: www.stthomasvt.com

Religious Education: 899-4770

E-Mail: stthomasrel.ed@vermontcatholic.org

Parish Staft
Rev. Richard Calapan.............. Administrator
Rev. Mr. Peter Brooks..................... Deacon
Theresa GIngras......cccocceeeeveeeennnen. Secretary

Laura Lynch Wells .....Rel. Ed. Coordmator
Patrice Rogers - 399-6226 ..... Music Minstry

St. Thomas Cemeteries

Range Rd., Irish Settlement Rd., Pleasant Valley Rd.

Nate Sullivan - Sexton ............ 802-899-4732

Please call the parish office if you are a new
parishioner and would like to register.

Weekend Masses
Saturday 4:00 PM Sunday 8:30 AM

Daily Masses
Tuesday 6:30 PM Friday 8:00 AM

This schedule is subject to change. Please consult the
weekly bulletin for current schedule.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
First Friday, 8:30-9:30 AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Tuesday 5:30-6:15 PM  Saturday 3:15-3:45 PM
Please consult weekly bulletin.

Baptisms
Please call the parish office to set up Baptism
preparation and Baptism date.

Marriages

Call the Pastor mine (9) months 1 advance of the
wedding for preparation meetings.

Sacrament of the Sick & Home Visits
Please call the office 1f you are unable
to attend Mass due to 1llness.

Thomas said to him, “Master, we do not know where you are gomg; how can we know the way?”
Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

John 14:5-6




December 2nd & 3rd, 2023 - The First Sunday of Advent

WEEKEND AND WEEKDAY MASSES

December 2
SAT 4:00 PM - Mass for the repose of the soul of Irv
Wejroch requested by Tom and Susie May
6:30 PM - Mass at St. Mary of the Assumption

December 3 - First Sunday of Advent

SUN 8:30 AM- Mass for the repose of the soul of Donald
Gingras requested by David and Jeanne
Atkinson

10:30 AM - Mass at St. Mary of the Assumption

MON NO Mass

TUES 6:30 PM - Mass for the health and wellbeing of
Alden Meagher requested by the Girouard
family

WED 8:00 AM - Mass at St. Mary of the Assumption

THU No Mass

FRI Feast of the Immaculate Conception
8:00 AM - Mass at St. Mary of the Assumption
7:00 PM - Mass at St. Thomas for the children of
St. Thomas and St. Mary’s Parishes

December 9
SAT 4:00 PM - Mass for the repose of the souls of Armand
and Theresa Nadeau requested by Gail
Nadeau
6:30 PM - Mass at St. Mary of the Assumption

December 10 - Second Sunday of Advent
SUN 8:30 AM- Mass for the Parishioners of St. Thomas
and St. Mary’s Parishes
10:30 AM - Mass at St. Mary of the Assumption

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception

The Immaculate Conception is celebrated on December 8 for an
important point of Catholic teaching, and it is a holy day of obliga-
tion.

There's a popular misconception that the Immaculate Conception
refers to Jesus' conception by the Virgin Mary. It doesn't. Instead,
it refers to the special way in which the Virgin Mary herself was
conceived. Mary’s conception was not virginal. (That is, she had a
human father as well as a human mother.) But it was special and
unique in another way. The angel Gabriel at the of the annuncia-
tion salutes her as “full of grace”.

Through the centuries the Church has become ever more aware
that Mary, “full of grace” through God, was redeemed from the
moment of her conception. That is what the dogma of the Immac-
ulate Conception confesses, as Pope Pius IX proclaimed in 1854:
“The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first moment of her
conception, by a singular grace and privilege of almighty God and
by virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, Savior of the human race,
preserved immune from all stain of original sin.”

By the grace of God, Mary remained free of every personal sin her
whole life long. God chose the Virgin Mary to be the mother of his
Son. “Full of grace”, Mary is “the most excellent fruit of redemp-
tion” (SC 103): from the first instant of her conception, she was
totally preserved from the stain of original sin and she remained
pure from all personal sin throughout her life.

eCatholic Giving Updates

To improve payment security and reduce the potential for credit card
fraud, starting on Tuesday, December 5, 2023, eCatholic will enable stand-
ard zip code verification on transactions run through our payment proces-
sor (Card Connect). We do not expect this change to have an impact for
the majority of those using eCatholic Payments, as all credit or debit cards
that users have added to their account currently require an associated
address (and zip code). On Thursday, November 30, 2023, the eCatholic
team will send an email to all donors with a recurring transaction asking
them to verify their zip code. If you need help verifying or updating your
zip code, please call the office at 802-899-4632 or email
office@stthomasvt.com.

Second Collection Next Weekend
You can help. “Religious are blessed to serve,” says Dominican Father Ber-
trand Ebben, age 90. Please donate to the Retirement Fund for Religious
next week. Your gift will provide essential care for nearly 25,000 senior
sisters, brothers and religious order priests who have dedicated their lives
to serving others. Let us show our gratitude to these selfless individuals by
giving generously.

Stewardship - November 18 & 19, 2023

Weekly Budgeted Goal: ........cceeeeereeerrrenenecerseecneenennns $ 2,459.81
Regular Collection: ....(incl. $370.50 On-Line Giving)..$ 2,222.50

‘We offer online giving at www.stthomasvt.com/donate or
you can mail your contributions directly to the parish at
PO Box 3, Underhill Center, VT 05490.

Extraordi Mass times for the Immaculate Conception, Friday, December 8:
ini Xtraordina N .
M'S;izmbfrcghg%‘le ‘Miﬁiwso?‘ Lectors 8:00 AM at St. Mary’s in Cambridge
Holy Communion 7:00 PM at St. Thomas in Underhill Center.
4:00 PM SATURDAY S May T May
8:30 AM SUNDAY Deacon Peter L Wells A Note About Christmas Masses

December 24 falls on a Sunday this year. Note there are two obliga-

tions — for the 4th Sunday of Advent and for the Solemnity of Christ-

mas. The obligation for the 4th Sunday of Advent is fulfilled by an

anticipatory Mass on Saturday, December 23, or on Sunday morning.
The obligation for Christmas (a Holy Day of Obligation) is fulfilled by Mass in
the late afternoon/evening of December 24, or on December 25.

The Christmas Weekend Mass schedule will be as follows:

Saturday, December 23 - 4:00 PM at St. Thomas and 6:30 PM at St. Marys

Sunday, December 24 - 10:00 AM & 4:00 PM at St. Thomas (pageant before)
7:00 PM at St. Marys

Monday, December 25 - 9:00 AM at St. Thomas and 11:00 AM at St. Marys

PARISH EVENTS

Sunday 12/3 **Knights of Columbus Country Breakfast
10-11:00 AM - Religious Ed

Monday 12/4 9:00 AM - Bone Builders

Tuesday 12/5 12 Noon - Advent Bible Study
5:30 PM - Confessions

Wednesday 12/6  9:00 AM - Bone Builders

Thursday 12/7 Social Concerns

Friday 12/8 9:00 AM - Bone Builders

Saturday  12/9 **2nd Collection - Retirement Fund for Religious* *

3:15 PM - Confessions
Sunday 12/10 10-11:00 AM - Religious Ed - Food & fruit basket

assembly




[ Religious Education 2023-2024

o
S0 ? | Religious Ed Classes resume this Sunday, 12/3
- at 10:15 AM. We will gather in the church for

a few brief announcements before starting
classes. We are starting late to give families time to enjoy
the KofC Breakfast after Mass. The proceeds of the
breakfast will benefit the Christmas Food & Fruit Baskets.

Advent Scripture Study
Advent Scripture Study begins this Tuesday, 12/5 at 12
noon with a light lunch and fellowship before we dive
into the study of Jesus’ early life in our preparation for
Christmas. We hope you will join us. Register by con-
tacting Laura Wells at 802-899-4770 stthom-
asrel.ed@vermontcatholic.org

Christmas Food and Fruit Baskets
Parishioners from St. Thomas and St. Mary’s, including
the students in religious ed will be assembling the Christ-

E ! . mas Food & Fruit Baskets after Mass at St.

Thomas next Sunday, 12/10 after Mass dur-

ing coffee hour. Bring something sweet to

share and help with this fun and meaningful
project for our neighbors in need. We are still in need of
staple foods to fill the food boxes.

Advent Appeal - 2023

Please join Vermont Catholic Charities in supporting the
29th Annual Advent Appeal. The “Season of Giving” has
no bounds for people in need. Whatever the season, it is
a daily struggle for many Vermonters to maintain hous-
ing, stay warm or feed their families. With your help, we
can make a difference in lives of those living on the edge,
including several families in the Underhill/Jericho ar-
ea. Whether your gift is $10, $100, $1000 or more, your
gift will make a difference in the life of a needy family. To
donate, please mail a check to Vermont Catholic Chari-
ties, 55 Joy Drive, South Burlington, VT 05403 or give on
online at www.vermontcatholic.org/adventappeal.

Cemeteries
The St. Thomas Cemeteries are closed for the season.
Please call the office if you have any questions about the
cemetery.

Make faith formation a lifelong effort .
Faith formation should not end at Confirmation

Advance Directive Presentation
Bioethicist Deacon Pete Gummere will lead a
discussion on the Vermont Catholic Advance
Directive on Thursday, December 7 @ 6:30pm at
St. Jude, Hinesburg and Friday, December 8 @
1:00pm at Assumption Parish, Middlebury.

Christmas Stocking
Please take a tag from the Christmas Stocking at
* the entrance of the church and purchase

personal care items for the food shelf
‘ distribution on December 16th. This is an
easy and inexpensive way to help our
neighbors this time of year. This drive was very
successful in past years and we hope to do well
again this year! Please place the items in the

basket by the giant stocking. Thank you for your
generosity and Merry Christmas!

Christmas Cards
The Social Concerns committee has Christmas
cards on display and for sale in the vestibule of
the church. All cards are by donation and the
proceeds will be used in part to help fund the
many cards sent to shut-ins and other parishion-
ers that are sent out all year long.

December Word of Life
“The Gospel of Life recognizes the full range of
threats against human life, from poverty and
malnutrition to murder and war. Particular em-
phasis, however, is placed on threats to life at its
beginning and end—precisely when it is most in
need of protection. In modern times, children in
their mothers’ wombs and those approaching
the end of their lives are certainly among the
‘least of these’ in our world’s estimation.”

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
respectlife.org/live-the-gospel-of-life

Readings
For the Week

December 4
Is 2:1-5
Mt 8:5-11

December 5
Is11:1-10
Lk 10:21-24

December 6
Is 25:6-10a
Mt 15:29-37

December 7
Memorial of St Ambrose,
Bishop and Doctor of the

Church

Is 26:1-6
Mt 7:21, 24-27

December 8

Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed Virgin Mary

Gn 3:9-15, 20
PS 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4
Eph 1:3-6, 11-12
Lk 1:26-38

December 9
Is 30:19-21, 23-26
Mt 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8

December 10
Second Sunday of
Advent
IS 40:1-5, 9-11
PS 85:9-14
2 PT 3:8-14
MK 1:1-8

Parish Council Members:

Steve Haupt - Chair; Louise Mathews - member; Laura
Wells - Religious Education - stthomasrel.ed@vermontcat-
olic.org; Mark Girouard - member: Ron Nedich - member:
Patrice Rogers - music; Marion Brooks - member; Donna
Schaeffler - member.

To reach any Parish Council member, please contact
them at office@stthomasvt.com

If you would like to add or remove someone from this list, please call the office at 802-899-4632

WE PRAY FOR

SICK: For all our sick: Jen DiNardo, David Claghorn, Ed Keeler, Tonia Barbin, Ab-
by Wintersteen, Jack Russ, Lawrence Lecours, Deacon Gerry Scilla, Patricia Stone,
Amy Gratton, Diane Dufresne, Audra Goss, Alex Wintersteen, Dorothy Reny,
Maureen Mayes, John Lehouiller, Joseph Tijan, Meghan Diana, Diann Bean, Jay Tis-
bert, Jerry Reny, Janine Fleri, Bob Keeler, Amy Burdine, Will Esmay, Joanna Wein-
stock, Yurij Bihun, Nate Sullivan, Andy Bibb, Tom Bartlett, Jerome LeClair, Deena
DeMartino, Rick Wilhelm, Linda Schacffler, Mary Martell, Tim Reny, Steve Guay,
Zilda Metcalf, Kit Wheatley, and all those preparing for or recovering from surgery.

DECEASED: For all who have died, especially all deceased members of St. Thomas

& St. Mary's Parishes.

PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS OF THIS BULLETIN............. THEY SUPPORT US!!
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Snowflake Chocolales

St. Thomas Church

Knights of Columbus Catholic Family Confectioners
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RCIA = Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults
Are you interested in becoming a
Catholic or interested in learming more

about Jesus Chnist and the Catholic
Church? RCIA is the process by
which adults are received into the
church and receive the sacraments.

Adult Confirmation
Are you an adult who has not et
received the sacrament of Confirma-

l PATTERSON| ‘iwuionime ™

parent for baptism, you are -
Fuel S required to have received the ;'_J!SH.

- N
e ABSOLUTE

CARPET CLEANING, LLC

802-777-0848

1907 Williston Road Sales: (802) 8818511 | \\ww_absolutecarpetcleaningvt.com
So. Burlington, VT 05403 Service: (902) 634343 P 9
BarrysAutomotiveVT.com Fan: (802) 6604393 35 Years of Experience « Free Estimates
Specialized in wool, cotton, and all synthetics

Dave Chenette  Realtor/Broker PR e P — \'x.mxtle * ‘Cunhmmnm‘y'.‘ 4
Busimess 802-264-1991 - Fax 802-318-4662 "k‘i'_*"'-‘:“;;‘*; L?:f;‘,{).‘“»h Y
msil: Dave@DaveChe ¥ PO. Box 253 « Richmeond. VT 05477 ells S02-88 or '3
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DIRECT CRF_M:\TION SERVICES
GIFFORD FENERAL BONE & Sevowng o of Vermant st Commpussionate Care of a0 aforidale jprace
CREMATION SERVICE
Privately Owned Q A Member of the
Bless Enc J. Hanlev * Roger St Hilasre, Jr AW FOr Vapetd Home Ty g
¥ Serving All Denominations Total Direct Cremation Charges: » /
America $1,495.00
(MZHM-ZZ}I Fax (802) 434-T348
22 DEPOT ST.. RICHMOND. VT 05477
Pierre Donzé Inc. In loving memory of Millicent Dixon Would you like to

place an ad in our bulletin?

Trowel Coats +4 444444444
V O — Call the parish office
- at 899-4632 for details.
PO Sox28 ProreFax BO2E44
CHOMAYT DI Gt ot eens Benefactor of the

St. Thomas Cemeteries




