St. Thomas Church

6 Green Street
PO Box 3
Underhill Center, VT 05490

Office Hours:
M-TH 9:30 AM - 4:00 PM

Priest’s Office Hours:
Tue. 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM, Fr1. 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Phone: 899-4632
Fax: 899-5120

E-Mail: office@stthomasvt.com
Parish Website: www.stthomasvt.com

Religious Education: 899-4770

E-Mail: stthomasrel.ed@vermontcatholic.org

Parish Staft
Rev. Richard Calapan.............. Administrator
Rev. Mr. Peter Brooks..................... Deacon
Theresa GIngras......cccocceeeeveeeennnen. Secretary

Laura Lynch Wells .....Rel. Ed. Coordmator
Patrice Rogers - 399-6226 ..... Music Minstry

St. Thomas Cemeteries

Range Rd., Irish Settlement Rd., Pleasant Valley Rd.

Nate Sullivan - Sexton ............ 802-899-4732

Please call the parish office if you are a new
parishioner and would like to register.

Weekend Masses
Saturday 4:00 PM Sunday 8:30 AM

Daily Masses
Tuesday 6:30 PM Friday 8:00 AM

This schedule is subject to change. Please consult the
weekly bulletin for current schedule.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
First Friday, 8:30-9:30 AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Tuesday 5:30-6:15 PM  Saturday 3:15-3:45 PM
Please consult weekly bulletin.

Baptisms
Please call the parish office to set up Baptism
preparation and Baptism date.

Marriages

Call the Pastor mine (9) months 1 advance of the
wedding for preparation meetings.

Sacrament of the Sick & Home Visits
Please call the office 1f you are unable
to attend Mass due to 1llness.

Thomas said to him, “Master, we do not know where you are gomg; how can we know the way?”
Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

John 14:5-6




December 23rd & 24th, 2023 - The Fourth Sunday of Advent and The Nativity of the Lord

WEEKEND AND WEEKDAY MASSES

December 23
SAT 4:00 PM - Mass for the Parishioners of St. Thomas
and St. Mary’s Parishes
6:30 PM - Mass at St. Mary of the Assumption

December 24 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
SUN 10:00 AM- Mass for the repose of the souls of Louis
and Tillie Fugere requested by Ed and
Louise Mathews
No Mass at St. Mary of the Assumption
Christmas Eve
3:45 PM - Christmas Pageant
4:00 PM - Mass for the Children of St. Thomas and
St. Mary’s Parishes
7:00 PM - Mass at St. Mary of the Assumption
December 25 - Christmas Day
9:00 AM - Mass for the repose of the souls of
Armand and Theresa Nadeau
11:00 AM - Mass at St. Mary of the Assumption

TUES No Mass
WED No Mass at St. Mary of the Assumption
THU No Mass
FRI No Mass
December 30
SAT 4:00 PM - Mass for the repose of the soul of Joyce
Brush requested by Laura Wells
6:30 PM - Mass at St. Mary of the Assumption
December 31
SUN 8:30 AM- Mass for the repose of the souls of Armand

& Theresa Nadeau requested by the family
10:30 AM - Mass at St. Mary of the Assumption

ini ry Extraordina
Ml[)rllcs:mbgggid;;:le Ministers o; Lectors
e Holy Communion
4:00 PM SATURDAY S May T May
8:30 AM SUNDAY Deacon Peter J Leasure

Fuel and Heat Collection
Sorry for the confusion on the date for the Fuel Collection. Those
with envelopes will see that it is dated this week. If you have an
envelope or would like to make a cash donation, they will go
around a second time again this week. Thank you for your gener-
osity.

Offertory Envelopes for 2024
The new boxed offertory envelopes for 2024 are available at the
front entrance of the church. Please take yours home with you
today. If you do not have envelopes, but would like to, please
call the office (802-899-4632) and a box will be assigned to you.
Thank you.
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Stewardship - December 16 & 17, 2023

Weekly Budgeted Goal: ........ccereverenevernreerererennsneserenens $ 2,459.81
Regular Collection: ....(>incl. $285 On-Line Giving)....... $ 2,044.00
2nd Collection - Christmas FIOWETS: ......ccccveeineeccneesinnees $  218.00

.8 We offer online giving at www.stthomasvt.com/donate or
you can mail your contributions directly to the parish at
PO Box 3, Underhill Center, VT 05490.
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PARISH EVENTS
Sunday 12/24 3:445 PM - Christmas Pageant

Monday  12/25 Christmas

‘Wednesday 12/27 9:00 AM - Bone Builders
Thursday 12/28 9:30 AM - Social Concerns
Friday 12/29 9:00 AM - Bone Builders
Saturday  12/30 3:15 PM - Confessions




SANCTUARY CANDLE
Week of December 24:

Inloving memory of
the deceased childrew of
Parishionery of St. Thomas
ond St. Mawy’s Pawishes

RCIA begins January 2

Are you interested in exploring the Catholic faith or be-
coming a Catholic? Join us for RCIA (Rite of Christian Initi-
ation of Adults). It is the process by which non-Catholics
enter the Catholic Faith or uncatechized Catholics
(baptized but did not receive any other sacrament). To
become a Catholic, one must understand the teachings of
the Church, believe in those teachings, and be a baptized
Catholic. Those who are not baptized will study the teach-
ings of the Catholic Church through RCIA and conclude
their journey with the reception of the Sacrament of Bap-
tism into the Church. Those who were baptized as a
Protestant, will study the teachings of the Catholic Faith
in RCIA and conclude their journey with their reception
into the Church by a priest, which may include a condi-
tional Baptism and a profession of the Catholic Faith. The
Sacraments are received at the Easter Vigil when enter
the Church. Interested persons contact Laura Wells at St.
Thomas Parish as soon as possible.
Email: stthomasrel.ed@vermontcatholic.org or call 802-
899-4770 or text 802-777-8062.

Adult Confirmation begins February 20

Adult Catholics who have been baptized, received First
Communion and are practicing their Catholic faith but
have not celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation are
invited to participate in a formation program for the sac-
rament. Interested persons contact Laura Wells at St.
Thomas Parish in Underhill Center by January 15 to pre-
pare for the sacrament.
Email: stthomasrel.ed@vermontcatholic.org or call 802-
899-4770 or text 802-777-8062.

Make faith formation a lifelong effort .
Faith formation should not end at Confirmation

Milestone Anniversaries

Married Couples celebrating milestone anniver-
saries in 2024, who wish to be recognized at the
Diocesan Anniversary Mass, on February 4, 2024,
at the 10AM Mass, can register by contacting
Nicole Hamilton at nhamil-
ton@vermontcatholic.org or 802-658-6110
x1131. Recognition is given to couples cele-
brating marriages of 5, 10, 15, 20...50, 51, or
more years. We will need to know the names of
the couples (as they want it spelled on the certifi-
cate), anniversary date and year, current parish,
and email address. The deadline to register is
Friday, January 26, 2024.

FreeWill

FreeWill, a third-party software company that
offers free, easy to use, confidential, legally bind-
ing will software, continues to provide a great
service to our Catholic community, especially
given the fact that almost 70% of people do not
complete or update their will. Within the soft-
ware, there is an opportunity to leave a bequest
to a Catholic school, parish, fund in the founda-
tion, Vermont Catholic Charities, or other chari-
ty. Since the diocese launched in August, they
have been notified about 21 bequests through
the software ranging from $500-$750,000 bene-
fiting parishes, schools, Catholic Charities, and
specific ministries. To explore this complimentary
service from FreeWill, visit FreeWill.com/vccf

A Note About Christmas Masses

December 24 falls on a Sunday this year. Note there are two
obligations — for the 4th Sunday of Advent and for the Solemnity
of Christmas. The obligation for the 4th Sunday of Advent is
fulfilled by an anticipatory Mass on Saturday, December 23, or
on Sunday morning. The obligation for Christmas (a Holy Day of
Obligation) is fulfilled by Mass in the late afternoon/evening of
December 24, or on December 25.

The Christmas Weekend Mass schedule will be as follows:

Saturday, December 23 -

4:00 PM at St. Thomas and 6:30 PM at St. Marys
Sunday, December 24 -

10:00 AM & 4:00 PM at St. Thomas (pageant before)
7:00 PM at St. Marys

Monday, December 25 -

9:00 AM at St. Thomas and 11:00 AM at St. Marys

December Word of Life
“O Blessed Mother, at the angel’s word you went in haste
to the aid of your cousin Elizabeth. Although pregnant
yourself, you placed her needs before your own. By your
example of radical solidarity, teach us to reverence and
protect those in need, without conditions or expectations...
Obtain for us the grace to bring Christ to any expectant
mother who is alone and afraid.”
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
Prayer for Radical Solidarity (www.respectlife.org/prayer-
for-radical-solidarity)”

Readings
For the Week

December 25
The Nativity of
The Lord - Christmas
Is 52:7-10
Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6
Heb 1:1-6
Jn1:1-18

December 26
Feast of Saint Stephen,
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59
Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab,
16bc, 17
Mt 10:17-22

December 27
Feast of Saint John, Apostle
1Jn1l:1-4
Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12
Jn 20:1a and 2-8

December 28
Feast of the Holy Innocents
1Jn1:5—2:2
Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8
Mt 2:13-18

December 29
1Jn2:3-11
Lk 2:22-35

December 30
1Jn 2:12-17
Lk 2:36-40

December 31
Feast of the Holy
Family of Jesus, Mary
and Joseph
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14
Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5
Col 3:12-21
LK 2:22-40

If you would like to add or remove someone from this list, please call the office at 802-899-4632

WE PRAY FOR

SICK: For all our sick: Jen DiNardo, David Claghorn, Ed Keeler, Tonia Barbin, Ab-
by Wintersteen, Jack Russ, Lawrence Lecours, Deacon Gerry Scilla, Patricia Stone,
Amy Gratton, Audra Goss, Alex Wintersteen, Dorothy Reny, Maureen Mayes, John
Lehouiller, Joseph Tijan, Meghan Diana, Diann Bean, Jay Tisbert, Jerry Reny, Janine
Fleri, Bob Keeler, Amy Burdine, Will Esmay, Joanna Weinstock, Yurij Bihun, Nate
Sullivan, Andy Bibb, Tom Bartlett, Jerome LeClair, Deena DeMartino, Rick Wil-
helm, Linda Schaeffler, Mary Martelle, Tim Reny, Steve Guay, Zilda Metcalf, Kit
‘Wheatley, Michael Carter, Bob Stone, Wally Stone, and all those preparing for or

recovering from surgery.

DECEASED: For all who have died, especially Diane Dufresne, and all deceased

members of St. Thomas & St. Mary's Parishes.

PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS OF THIS BULLETIN............. THEY SUPPORT US!!
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Snowflake Chocolales

St. Thomas Church

Knights of Columbus Catholic Family Confectioners

. Council No. 7810 Established 1986
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RCIA = Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults
Are you interested in becoming a
Catholic or interested in learming more

about Jesus Chnist and the Catholic
Church? RCIA is the process by
which adults are received into the
church and receive the sacraments.

Adult Confirmation
Are you an adult who has not et
received the sacrament of Confirma-
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parent for baptism, you are -
Fuel S required to have received the ;'_J!SH.
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CARPET CLEANING, LLC

802-777-0848

1907 Williston Road Sales: (802) 8818511 | \\ww_absolutecarpetcleaningvt.com
So. Burlington, VT 05403 Service: (902) 634343 P 9
BarrysAutomotiveVT.com Fan: (802) 6604393 35 Years of Experience « Free Estimates
Specialized in wool, cotton, and all synthetics
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DIRECT CRF_M:\TION SERVICES
GIFFORD FENERAL BONE & Sevowng o of Vermant st Commpussionate Care of a0 aforidale jprace
CREMATION SERVICE
Privately Owned Q A Member of the
Bless Enc J. Hanlev * Roger St Hilasre, Jr AW FOr Vapetd Home Ty g
¥ Serving All Denominations Total Direct Cremation Charges: » /
America $1,495.00
(MZHM-ZZ}I Fax (802) 434-T348
22 DEPOT ST.. RICHMOND. VT 05477
Pierre Donzé Inc. In loving memory of Millicent Dixon Would you like to

place an ad in our bulletin?

Trowel Coats +4 444444444
V O — Call the parish office
- at 899-4632 for details.
PO Sox28 ProreFax BO2E44
CHOMAYT DI Gt ot eens Benefactor of the

St. Thomas Cemeteries




